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GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 



JUDGECHASE. From aBaUimore Paper.— AmongO: 
the many moft fcandalous and odious circumftances 
of the Hero of Mud Forfs eleftion was the threaten- 
ed attack on Judge Chase's houfe. The vile par- 
tizans of Smith had the infolence to menace it with 
an attack. The Judge, I am told, fent to inform 
the Sheriff of it, who very cooly replied, that he 
was an " officer of the day, and not of the night." 
Some of Judge Chase's friends went to his houfe, 
his lady and his females of the houfe left it, and 
every preparation was made by the gentlemen to 
give the infamous canaille a fuitable reception. ' 

Indelible difgrace to the city and to the country : 
A Jur)GE obliged to make his houfe a redoubt ; to 
fet up with arms in his hands, to defend his life a- 
gainft — againft whom? — why, againft the ^^ virtuous 
citizens^'' the voters^ the conjiituents^ the choofers of 
lawgivers! — and this, too, merely 'becaufe he had 
dared to exercife his right of fpeaking and voting in 
common with them ! So much for univerfalfuffrage.^ 
* - 

Itferves them right ! ! — A letter from Zurich, in 
Switzerland, dated June ipth, gives the following cir- 
cumftantial account of their carrying away of the 



* While Judge Chasb was fitting up, and pafling the night in 

fear of his life, I fhould be glad to know, it he refledttrd on the 

cmift which had led to iu3 danger — bis rtieUm againft his Sovereign ? 

^ % trealure 
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4 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

treafure of that town— '^ On the 5th of June, the 
French warcomn^iflary, Pommier, gave notice that 
Citizen Rapinat would come in the evening to in fpeft 
the treafure, and that therefore the deputies of the 
chamber of adminiftration might hold themfelves in 
readinefs. About fix o'clock, Rapinat, Rochiere, 
and Pommier made their appearance with foldiers, 
and required the keys of the treafury. Thefe were 
refufed him, and fecretary Metz haftened to fetch 
the ftadthalter, Pfenniger, and the prefident of the 
chamber of adminiftration, Wyfs;both of whom 
came and protefted againft fuch a proceeding. 

" Rapinat then demanded the keys, faying, men- 
acingly, "Voila les bayonettes : You fee the bay- 
onets." To which the ftadhalter, Pfenniger, replied, 
*^ Had we as many bayonets as you, we would dif- 
pute it \Vith you. I fhall immediately fend an ac- 
count of this proceeding to Aran." *^You will ?" faid 
Rapinat, " then do not forget to add, that wc fhall 
carry it away in four days time." He then broke 
off the feal and ranfacked the treafury, which was 
yefterday carried away in waggons by the French." 

The American Editor, from whom I take this 
article, has entiled it : " The poor Swi/s" 1 differ 
from him in opinion. No word of pity for thefe 
bafe and degenerate Canteens, will ever fall from 
my lips or my pen. I rejoice at their ruin. They 
' were a canker worm in the heart of Europe, more 
dangerous to its government, than are the hellifh 
crew, who have now feized on their ill-gotten 

treafure.- The ruler of the univerfe is always^^. 

JVIen niufl be more than blind not to perceive, 
that Switzerland isjujlly punifhed, 

Virtuous Legijlator !!! In the Houfe of Repre- 

fentativesof the flate of Vermont, on the 24th ult. 
Mr. Allis moved the following refolution ; 

Refolvedy That Ifaac Clark, a member of this 
houfe, having been guilty of a high mifdemeanor 

[concealing 
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\<oncealhtg the votes in favor of the Federalijis] and 
breach of truft, as one of the committee for receiv- 
ing, forting, and counting the votes for governor, 
lieutenant governor, treafurer, and counfellors, be 
expelled from this houfe. — Agreed to. 

Yeas * - - 108 
Nays - - . ^^ 

This IS another inftance of the dangerous and 
difgraceful efFefts of univerfal fuffrage. The refor- 
mers in England, tell the people, that if once every 
man had a vote at ele£lions for members of parlia- 
ment, none but the mod virtuous would get into 
that aflembly \, but, let them caft their eyes on this 
fide of the water, and fee what experience has prov- 
ed on the fubje£t. Then, I fancy, they will hold 
their peace. They will ceafe their abominable cla- 
mours, and be contented, while they are well. 

From a New York Paper. 
ExtraEl of a Letter from an American in England^ dated 
Sept. ijl, 1798. 

* I re-echo what you relate of the politics of A- 

* merica. Never was there a 'man like Wafliington, 

* whom fo many circumftances have combined to 

* raife above all the reft of the world. He is almoft 

* worfliiped even in this country. His letter on ac- 

* cepting his appointment, and the Prefident's an- 

* fwers to the addrefles, have been printed in every 

* paper. By calling forth the venerable and able 

* founders and fupporters of ourliberty, our caufe is 

* rendered doubly interefting. Thank Heaven, the 

* friendfliip of our allies is expofed, while the fpirits 

* of our firtt warriors animate us. WEANDENG- 

* LAND are the only nations who have reafonably 

* (hewn a proper contempt and detejiation of a govern- 

* ment which fubfifts by plunder and fear.' 

"WE AND ENGLAND!!!— Oh, my God! 
'' WE AND ENGLAND !!!" I can excufe in- 

a3 confiftancy^ 
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confiftency ; I can fee men turn to the right abont' 
without being aftoniflied ; thefe things are what I 
have been accuftomed to behold for months paft. 
But "WE AND ENGLAND'' thus made ufe of, is 
more than I can bear. It is notorious that WE, fo 
far from joining with ENGLAND in (hewing, fea- 
fonablyy a proper contempt and deteftation of the 
French ufurpers ; it is notorious that, fo faf from 
this, WEa£lually did commend and extol thofe vil- 
lains ; that WE received an Ambaffador from the 
murderers of the prince with whom our treaty of 
alliance was made ; that WE rejoiced at all the fuc- 
ceiTes of their perfidy, and mourned over all jtheir 
defeats and misfortunes; that WE curfed moft bit- 
terly all their enemies; and that every column of our 
rafcally newfpapers expreffed an anxious defire to 
behold the final deftruftion of that very ENG- 
LAND, whofe conduft this writer pretends was 
the fame as our own! No, no ; let us hear no more of 
"WE AND ENGLAND/' Let every tub, as the 
old faying is, ftand upon its own bottom. Let the 
poor defpifed and caft-oflf mother-country do as 
well as (he can. 

fhe Hero of Mud Fort. — The following article 
firft caoght my eye while I was in the country, where 
I had much more agreeable amufement than that of. 
detefting and expoling the bafeoefs of a Baltimore 
Jacobin. 

As owners of the (hip Patapfco, we have great 
fatisfaftion in ftating the following inftance of Ad- 
miral Lord Duncan's polite attention to the ve(rel 
and her cargo. 

The (hip Patapfco, Captain Hill, arrived at the 
port of Bergen, in Norway, on the 5th of July, 
WMth the intention of proceeding from thence to a 
port of Germany. Her fupercargo, alarmed at the 
report of a war with France, and apprehenfive of 
being captured, communicated thofe apprehenfions 

I ' to 
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to out correfpondents in London, ^^ho, in reply, for- 
warded to him the letter from Lord Duncan, pub-^ 
liflied herewith. 

S. Smith & Buchanan. 
Baltimore, Oftober I3, 1798. 

Lord Duncan's Letter.. 

Yarmouth, Augujl a, 1798* 
Sir, 

Should you find the Patapfco> merchant fliip, from 
Baltimore, fn America, Captain Hill, in want of 
convoy to the coaft of England, you will fee him 
fafe to any port on the eaft part of England or Scot- 
land, for which this fhall be your order. 

Duncan. 

To the Captain or commanding officer of any of his 
Majefty's (hips or veffels under Lord Duncan's 
command. 

i'o Admiral, Lord Duncan, 

My Lord, 

Having feen, in the public papers of this country, 
an order addreffed by your lordfhip to the com- 
manders of his Majefty's veffels under your com- 
mand, requiring them to take under their protec- 
tion the (hip Patapfco, of Baltimore, I take the li- 
berty to give your lord(hip fome information refpeft- 
ing Samuel Smith, one of the owners of the faid 
(hip. 

This Smith is, my lord, a member of the Ameri- 
can Congrefs. In 1794, a motion was made in the 
Haufe to which he belongs to fequeftrate all debts 
due from citizens of America to fubjeSls of Great 
Britain. Your lordfhip will pleafeto lay a proper . 

emphads 
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emphafis on the words citizens znd/ubjeSls, and then 
read the following extraft from Smith's fpeech in 
the debate, which cannot fail to give you a very cor- 
reft idea of the honefiy, as well as the friend/kip of the 
man, whofe property your lordftiip has been fo an- 
xious to proteft. 

* With the refolutions now offered, I am of opin- 

* ion we may yet have peace ; but, without them, we 

* fliall certainly have war. They will arreft twenty 
^ millions of dollars in ourhands, as a fund to reira- 

* burfe the three or four millions, which we have 

* been ftript of by that piratical nation. Great Britain^ 

* according to the inftruftion of that King of fea^ 

* robberSy that Leviathan which aims at fwall©wing 

* all that floats on the ocean; that monjler whofe on- 
' ly law is power, and who neither refpefts the 

* rights of nations, nor the property of individuals. 
' — This charafter the nation I have mentioned has 
^ long deferved.^ 

In following the diflates of your generofity (the 
charafteriftic of a true Briton) your lordfliip little 
imagined, that you were hovering under your wing 
the man who had ftigmatized Great Britain as a 
nation of pirates. Your lordftiip little imagined^ that 
you were ordering your gallant tars to watch and 
to toil forhim, who had marked them as a gang of 
fea-robberSy and that you were commanding the {hips 
and veflels of your Sovereign to leave their courfe, 
to take under their protection the property of a 
wretch, who had ftyled him a robber and a monjler. 

I am, My Lord^ 

Your Lordfliip's mod humble 

And moft obedient Servant. 

P. Porcupine. 

Philadelphia, 6th Nov. 1798. 

"Republican 
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Republican Liberty. — Au^Jia^ OSlober 20.^-^ 
O3ober Term^ 1798. Tbe following are the prefini- 
ments of the Grand Jury of the county of Jefferfon. — We 
p.refent as a public nuifance the Augufta Southern 
Sentinel, and 2l^ a public grievance ^ the editor and 
printer thereof 5 for faffering to be inferted therein, 
anonimous and fcurrilous pieces againft the chief 
magiftrate of this ftate: a man uhofe abilities on 
every occafion have been honellly exerted for the 
benefit of his fellow citizens ; whofe fervices have 
done honor to his country, and, on whofe integrity 
and condu£l, we have the moft perfedi reliance.— 
Moreover fuch fcurrilous publications appear to be 
intended to take away the confidence of the people in the 
government of our country -ywhichy when avowed pub- 
lications, much lefs anonimous fcribblers, are per- 
mitted to do, it is no longer the liberty,but the Hccn- 
tioufnefs of the prefs. And we conceive the faid 
printer to have been /^«/^//JS/«^ the inhabitants of 
this country, andinfulting the public in general ^ when 
he imprejfed the late legiflature with an idea, that Jje 
meant to ejkablifli a prep in the town of Louifville. 

So ; here is a man prefented as a public grievafue^ 
and one of his heinous a£ls is, his having " tantaliz- 
ed the inhabitants of this country, and infulted the 
public in general t !'' And how did he thus tantalize 
and infult them i^ Why, by " impreffing the late le- 
" giflature with an idea, that he meant to ejiablifna 
*^ prefs in the town of Louifville^ 1 ! — And this is tan- 
talizing and infuHing the public in general \ and on 
this vague, indefinite charge, and others like it, a 
m?in's property is prefented as a nuifance^ and his perfon 
as Si grievance ; and this is Liberty / — What Liberty 
will be by-and-by I know not. At prefent the 
word feems to be fynonymous with Slavery. 

The paper and the printer, /»r^«/^// by the Augufta 
Grand Jury, may for what I know, be bad anough ; 

but 
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but, let not the facred temple of juftice be polluted 
in order to puntfh him. Nothing is fo odious, as to 
fee Juries become the voluntary inftruments of op- 
preffion. I would rather fee a rafcal like Callender 
cfcape punifliment than fee a Jury ftrain a point 
but the breadth of a hair againft him. 

Barren Papers. — The Editor of the New-York Ga- 
zette fays, that the papers are very barren, and will 
continue fo ; but that he hopes to fee an arrival 
Ihortly. This modeft gentleman fhould have made 
an exception with refpeft \ohis own paper ; for ne- 
ver did I fee a (heet fo fuperabundantly fertile in 
advertifements, which, every one knows, is the fruit 
of a newfpaper. His paper of yefterday, which is 
now before me, is covered \yith this fort of fruit- 
There is only one column and a half of leaves to 
Ihelter the delicious load from the eyes of the long- 
ing reader; and yet this unconfionable fellow wants 
more arrivals ; that is, more merchandize, and, of 
courfe, 'more advert if emejitSy more fruit. Brdther 
Lakgs's anxiety is on the wrong fide. He feems 
to fear that his readers will die of a famine^ whereas 
1 tbink they are in much more danger from a furfeit. 

Kofciufko ! — ^The following fa£ts refpefting thjs 
much admired infurgent chief are well worthy the 
perufal and the remembrance of every American. - 
The article is taken from Mr. Fenno's paper of 
the 6th inftant. 

Amidft the mafs of intelligence received by 
the recent arrivals from Europe, there are two or 
three articles, though of a trifling and perfonal na- 
ture, which have confiderably raifed my aftonifli- 
ment : I allude to thofe which announce the ap- 
pearance in Paris, of the famous Poliih general; his 
fentiments .with regard to the American govern- 
ment and its adminiftrators, and his extraordinary 
copne6^ions with the powers that be in France. 

During 
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During his late refidence in America, he exhibit- 
ed a pifture which feemed more to call forcommif- 
eration, than to awaken fufpicion or apprehenfion. 
Mangled, weak and emaciated,- he was confined ta 
his room ; enjoying of life no other pleafure than 
what was adminiftered by the friendly fociety of 
thofe,who,eitherthroughpityorcuriofity,vifitedhim. 
Even in this confinement, however, he probably ex- 
perienced the higheft happinefs of which his pride 
was fufceptible, being politely attended by every 
diftinguiflied member of the federal government ; 
by moft of the ladies, as well as the gentlemen, of this 
city and New-York. This view of his fituation 
contributed, no doubt, to accelerate the pecuniary 
grant which Congrefs, during that fefiion, made him 
in confideration of his fervices in our revolution. 

Willing to contribute to all men the faireft mo- 
tives for their conduft, I, at that time, difregarded 
the fufpicions which were often hinted at hi^ inten- 
tions; believing that he had returned hither to 
enjoy in peace, the decaying remnant of a life glo- 
rioufly devoted to danger, in, the caufe of liberty. 
In this I was further confirmed, by frequently hear- 
ing him exprefs fentiments of regard for the Amer- 
ican government, and veneration for the illuftrious 
charafters who conduced it. Hence has proceed- 
ed my aftonilhment and indignation !■ — Hencel can- 
not poflibly give credit to the articles above alluded 
to, without affigning to the conduft of the illujnous 
generaly the odium of the fouleft duplicity as well as 
the blackeft ingratitude. — Painful as it is to concur 
in' this fentiment, there are many circumftances 
which upon recolleftion, arife in confirmation of 
the difgraceful charge. Thefe I (hall freely com- 
municate to my country, hoping thereby to furnifli 
a clue to the deteftion of thofe, who fecretly medi- 
tate, if not the overthrow, the difgrace of the A- 
merican government. 

Amongft 
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Amongft the moft intimate and frequent vifitors 
of this incognito General, (for fuch he may be term- 
ed) were the Hon. T. Jefferfon, Vice Prefident of 
the United States, the Hon. Mafon, Senator, Dr. 
Logan, Judge M'Kean, Thomas Mifflin, and thofe 
members of both houfes of Congrefs who honora- 
bly diftinguifh themfelves in traducing the govern- 
ment of the United States, and in extolling the con- 
duftof the immaculate Direftory of France ! I Lo- 
gan, as is hinted in one of the articles referred to 
above, in going to France, did, no doubt, follow the 
advice of Kofciuflco^ having had feveral long con- 
ferences with him, the few days previous to his de- 
parture. Jefferfofi's connefHon with him was as 
lingular, as I fear it will prove difgraceful. The 
General had repeatedly given out, that he purpofed 
vifiting Virginia,, to take the benefit of the baths. 
On the night of the 4th of May, after a hafty vifit 
froni- the vice Prefident, his baggage was ordered to 
be packed up, and early next morning, accompani- 
ed by his Excellency (who, by the by, at that time, 
was deferting his duty in the Senate) departed in a 
clofe coach, for (as was fuppofed) Virginia^ Of 
the former, nothin'g had been heard until it was 
known he was in France ! What may add, perhaps^ 
to the aftonifliment oceafioned by this develope- 
ment,is, that he v^ras ppt attended thither by his very 
courteous and diftinguilhed companion ! 

In the fame gallican articles he is reprefented as 
having a fettled difguft for the American govern- 
ment and its greatell ornaments : this difguft was 
fo feverely pointed at Prefident Adams and Gene- 
ral Wafliington, as to induce him to refufe a vifit 
from either ! Wonderful indeed ! — His not receiv- 
ing a vifit from thefe diltinguiflied charafters, how- 
ever, is owing to far other motives than his own a- 
verfion > the former never being defirous of fuch a 

gratification. 
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gratification, and the latter, being at MountVernon, 
would not, I am fure, undertake a journey to behold 
the (battered remnants of a general fo much his in- 
ferior both in' virtue and in honell fame ! — His 
Generallhip, notwithfianding his difgufiy conde- 
fcended to accept the vifit of Col. Pickering ! and 
•why? — ^^De r argent y beaucoup d' argent. 

Thus it is preceived, that after coming to this 
country, by a (hew of, \ am almofttempted to fayi 
unreal mikryy exciting from our government a libe- 
ral mark or its munificence, he has returned to Eu- 
rope, and early commenced thehoneft work of ca^ 
lumniating his benefr»£i:ors! Thus it is evident that 
while enjoying the honors which worthieft citizens 
heaped upon him, he was colleagueing with the 
direft enemies of our peace ; by' his councils alift- 
ing incendiaries .and by his influence encouraging 
treafon. And thus may we beHold in a charafter 
that has heretofore attra£ted our admiration, an odi- 
ous aflfemblage of the meaneft paflions and vices. 

While I am giving currency to thefe valuable 
faftsand obfervations, I muft do myfelf the juf- 
tice,to remind my readers, that, though an almoft 
univerfal infatuation prevailed in favor of this mu- 
' tilated rebel, that infatuation never reached Peter 
Porcupine. * He never deceived me. I told the 
public, the moment he landed, that he was come 
here for no good ; and, when the Congrefs moft pro- 
digally voted hiai (as they did Citizen Fayette) a 
large fum of money, in confideration of fervices, 
which he had been extolled for having render- 
ed purely /t^r //&^ /w^ of liberty], then did I tell 
the public, that that money was not deftined 
to maintain him in .a comfortable retreat, in Ameri- 
ca. I told them he was a bird of Pajage, and that 
the money once in his hands, he vvpuld fvon take his 
flight for France. 

Nobody 
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Nobody believed me. Some faid I was too •fuC' 
piciou5, and others had the impudence to affert, 
that I calumniated the man, merely becaufe he had 
faught in the caufe of American independence. 
A Very worthy gentleman in New-Jerfey told my 
Clerk, that he approved of every thing I had ever 
written, except my remarks on the worthy Kofciu/ko. 
Yet we noviT fee that I was right. I am believed 
now, when it is too late. 

Culpability is far from being the charafteriftic of 
Americans, in common concerns of life, but in 
politics, they have fliewn themfelves mod miferably 
fiiallow. They have been the dupes of every artful 
xafcal, who has thought it worth his while to de- 
ceive them: and though gulled by Kojciujko this year, 
they ftand ready jto be gulled by Fayette the next. 

Eloquent Savages.^^lt appears from the Ver- 
mont papers, that a fquad of Indians have lately 
been at Vergemies to a talk with the Governor 
and Legiflature of that State, of which the fol» 
X lowing is a part : 

" Big Fathers, 

" May the Great Spirit brighten the chain of 
** friendftiip between our tribe; may the pathway 
** between us be kept To that a little child may find 
** // when the fun is afleep in his blanket under the wef- 
*^ tern waters.^* 

If they had called them Big Mothers, the language 
would not have been fo revolting. This talk, in 
point of eloquence, is much about equal to the iV 
famous fpeech of Logan. The poor copper-co- 
loured devils never hatched it. It was taught 
them by fome fur-merchant, and they repeated it, 
like parrots. Yet ihall we, very probably, fee 

fome 
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fomc philofopher of the day, fome precious com- 
pound of folly and knavery, giving this ridicu- 
lous bombaft to the vsrorld as a fpecimen of the 
SUBLIME, and as a proof of our inferiority to thefe 
itinerant favages. 

As to the objeft of this Talk^ it appears to be 
MONEY. Whether the Big Fathers will give it, 
is another queftion. If they have common pru- 
dence, they will not give them a farthings for, if 
they once begin, they will have talk upon ialk^ 
'till there is not a penny or a bottle of rum left in 
the State- 

Logan and Wife, — In Brown's paper of laft even- 
ing, the following moft impudent publication ap- 
peared. 

To the Printer of the Philadelphia Gazette. 

Deborah Logan requefts you to give the fol- 
lowing a place in your paper. — Stenton, Nov. ^, 

1798. 

ExtraSl of a letter from Dr. LogoHy dated Bprdeaux^ 
Sept. 9, 1798, to his wife. 

* I have the pleafure to inform you that I embark 
' this day on board the ihip Perfeverance for Phila- 
' delphia, and fhall bring with me difpatches for ottr 
^governmenty calculated to rejlore that harmony^ the 

* Jofs of which has been fo fenfibly fdt by both 

* countries. . All American veffels in the harbours 

* of France have been releafed — all American pri- 

* foners have been fet at liberty ; and the moft 

* pofitive affurances have been made, that France 

* is ready to enter on a treaty for the amicable ac- 
^ commodation of all matters in difpute. Ameri- 
f c^n citizens are treated with rcfpe6l in every part 

*of 
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* of France, and the appearance of a reconcilla- 

* tion between the two republics affords the higheft 
' fatisfa£lion to all claffes pf citizens in this coun- 
' try, &c. &:c. &c. 

* George Logan/ 

This IS, indeed, pretty work ! This impudent 
fellow, by the means of his too obedient wife, thus 
informs the Democrats that he has cpmpl^ted his 
million, and that no further hoftile raeafure againft 
France fhall be taken. 

Now is the crisis advancing. The abandoned 
fa6%ion, devoted to France, have long been con- 
fpirrng, and their confpiracy is at laft brought near 
to an exptofion. I have not the leaft doubt but 
they have fifty thoufand men, provided with arms, 
in Penfylvania alone. If vigorous meafures are 
not taken ; if the provifional army is not raifed 
without delay, A CIVIL WAR, OR A SUR- 
RENDER OF INDEPENDENCE IS NOT AT 
MORE THAN A TWELVEMONTH'S DIS- 
TANCE, 

It is ufelefs to fay much on the fubjeft. To a 
people, who have heard their dangers rung in their 
ears inceffantly for five years paft, 'without being 
Toufed to a proper fenfe of them, or, indeed, to 
any fenfe of them at all ; to fuch a people it is al- 
mofl ufelefs to talk. - 1 am fick of beholding, and 
of hearing the apologies for, their torpidity and 
indifference. The bans of their liberty, the only 
fecurity of their property and their lives, is atr 
tacked with all the fury of madnefs and is under- 
mining with, all the craft of perfidy ; and yet we 
fee not a hand raifed in its defence; we. fee it 
Ihackled, thwarted at every ftep, and deprived 
even of the little energy which it poifefTes by nar 

ture. 
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f ure. Its enemies are all combined. They aft with 
the prudence and promptitude of a bold and artful 
individual ; while its friends (if fuch they can be 
called) are all detached from each other, and 
wherever you hear or fee them, they are always 
without union of defign or energy of a6tion* 

The partizans of France are linked together m 
one chain, from Georgia to N. Hampfliire. The 
feditious impudence of the Democratic Societies ha,s 
given place to the dark and iilent fyftem of orga- 
nized treafon and maffacre, imported by the United 
Irishmen, the horrors pf which may be learnt, 
not by viewing that kingdom during the late re- 
bellion ; but by attending to the difcoyeries that 
have been made ; by reading the intentions of the 
confpirators, if their plans had been attended with 
fuccefs. All the innumerable miferies, to which 
the proprietors of Ireland were doomed by the 
Sheares's and their blpod-thirfty gang, at this mo- 
ment are intended for the proprietors in this 
country. And yet the pretended friends of Ame- 
rica are afleep ; or if they do now and then raife 
their heads, and rub their eyes, it is only to talk 9 
little and fall afleep again. — They will be awaked 
by and by, wath a vengeahce. 

He is come ! He is come ! ! He is come ! ! I 
ENVOY LOGAN, the PEACE-MAKER, is 

come ! ! ! The Perfeverance is below, and Logan 

is very probably m GermantoWHy whence he 

doubtlefs fent the note, which appeared in Brown's 
paper of laft evening, as if tranlmitted- by his wife. 

It is reported, that he is to make; his public 
entry this afternoon, carried in a ftate chair, bear- 
ing in his hand an Olive Branchy and accompanied 
by his fecretary of Legation. — What a pity that 
addled eggs are fo fcarce ! 

VOL. X. B * From 
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From the Nezv . York Gazette. 

This paper has long been noted for its mongrrf 
politics ; for its " ho/ding with the hare^ and running 
with the hounds'' I for its filly and impotent enmitjr 
to all government unblessed with the epithet repub^ 
lican. But, I do not recolleft ever having met with 
even in this paper, abfurdity fo grofs, and infolence 
fo tranfcendant, as are exhibited in the following 
paragraphs : 

'* Oppofition io^ bad governmeni is always /audab/e. 
If the- government be radically vicious in its orga- 
nization, to change it is right, and every proper 
meafure for that.purpofe deferves approbation- — 
Whether it be nominally popular as in France, or 
dcfpotic as in Turkey, every attempt to alter it for 
the benefit of the people, is a virtue. All govern- 
ments not emanating from the people are itfurpations^, 
and therefore rightly refifiable — but all reuftance to 
a really legitimate government is treafon againft the 
people^ and deferves the fevered punifliment. 

" If thefe general maxims be correft, (and we pre- 
fume their accuracy will be difputed only by har- 
dened Jacobins) what epithets of reprobation can 
be too pointed againft American oppofitionifts? 
The federal government is the refult of deliberate 
choice by a numerous, reflefting and enlightened 
people* ^ The two great branches of it, the Legif- 
lative and Executive, are decidedly popular- — both 
return periodically and repeatedly to the mafs of 
people, and are replaced by them in free Elcftions. 
This government theUy is the only legitimate government 
on eoi'th. 

'^ It is an axiom in republican politics that the 
majority muft rule. This power is exercifed by 
proxy ; and whoever ere£ls, or is acceflary in eredl- 
ing a (yftematic oppofition to this proxy, or go- 
vernment eftabliflied by the people, is a bad citizen, 
and merits the refcatment of the people. 

1/ 
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*' If a party: be formed under the aufpices of any 
foreign ftate to clog the wheels of goverment, it is 
treafonably engaged in refifting the will of the 
jteoplCy and of courfe deferves capital punifhment. 

** I«ook at the oppofition papers in the United 
States^— what are they about ? Indifcriminately de- 
eming the Legiflature and Adminiftration — of 
courfe openly vilifying that very people for whom 
they profefs fo deep a refpeft. This is Jacobin 
confiftency. We do not aver that every oppofi- 
tion gazette is aftually upheld by French money ; 
but there is reafon to believe the principal ones, 
from the fmall number of oftenfible fupporters, 
derive affiftance from other fources. 

"At any rate, papers of that defcription are real 
evils ; they are the greateft curfe to which free go- 
vernments are liable ; they *^re the decifive evi- 
dence that internal enemies and foreign merce- 
naries exift among us.. No perfon really attached 
to his country, can fee, without abhorrence, the 
malignant falfehoods circulated againft the men of 
his choice ; and the inceflant efforts to degrade 
America, and raife the reputation, palliate the 
crimes, and promote the principles at once deif- 
potic and anarchical of her deadlieft enemy. 

" Whoever does this is a foe ; whoever counte- 
nances it is a tiaitor ; — the people fliould watch 
him* with a jealous eye, and confider him as ripe 
for •* treafous ftratagems and fpoils." 

" Whatever party in the ftate uniformly oppofes, 
as well by afts as in converfation and writing, the 
government eftablifhed by the People^ and fends, 
unauthorized, an agent of their own to treat with 
the defpots of fuch foreign ftate, that party is trea- 
fonably etigaged againft the people. They ftiould 
be ferreted out of their lurking places, and con* 
demned to the punifhment ^ merited by every pa-, 
tricide from the days of Adam to our own. 

*« Tant pQur cela^ 
B 2 Yes 5 
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Ycs; tani pour cela (fo rmich for that) fo much 
for the moft impudent and fhipid ftriiig of para« 
graphs, that ever found a place in the New York 
Gazette. 

This fenfelefs and malignant wretch tells his 
readers, that all governments not emanating from the 
people^ not really legitimate^ are ufurpatipn$i and arc 
rightly refiflible: and that this government is the 
only legitimate government oft earth: from which we 
muft inevitably conclude, that, he fets all other go^ 
vernments down as not legitimate^ and, of courfe, as 
rightly refifiible. So that, taking in what follows, 
every hoftile attempt againft the American Govern^ 
ment ought to be capitally punifticd ; while revolt 
and rebellion againft every other government on earth 
is not only jujiifiable but laudable! H-^ — When I. 
fufpc6l a Republican of modefty may my fcnfes for- 
fake me, and my tongue cleave to the roof of my. 
mouth ! 

I fliall only add, that it was hardly fair in this fa- 
pient federalift to rail againft Jacobins, while he was. 
thieving the maxims ot Tom Painp. 

IRISH REBELS. 

Songy from a "Dublin Paper. 

The riithlefs Fitzgerald ftept forward td riale. 
Mis principles form'd in the Orleans' School j 
The torch of rebellion he wav'd in the air. 
And MafTacre fpread in the plains of . Kildare ; 
While folly and madncfs abetted his crime, 
He fell like a ruffian, and died in his prime. 

Down, down, Croppies lie dowj^.^ 
In Dublin the traitors were ready to rife, 
And murder was feen in thijir lowering eyes ; 
With poifon, like cowards, they aim'd to fucceed. 
And thoufands were doom'd by alPaflins to bleed ; 
But the Yeoraen advahc'd, of Rebels thd drcad>. ' 

And each Croppy footi hid his daftardly head. 

Down, &c. 

The 
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The Noi;therns difplay'd the mercHefs fteel^ 
And cnurdei-'d in Antrim the high- horn OAViV; 
!oy Clavring and Durha/n aflauhed, they ran 
To their fortified camp on the banks of theBann ; 
From whence they difpers'd, and (kulk'd away home, 
Wheriihey heard of the Orange men marching toToome. 

Down, &c. 

The innocent Rebels of Ballinahinch, 

With tears in their eyes wheii they thoughtx)f ihcir Prince, 

To treafon's head«quarter$ their thouf^nds they ^liiigi 

To pay no more rents, and put down their King> 

But foon as bold 7Vi/^/iz/ ad vaac'd to attack* 

The inriQceni Croppies were thrown on their back* 

Down* &c« 

In Wexford they made a mod defperate ftand, 
And with fire and rapine disfigur'd the land ; 
Their mafTacred captives they caft in the flood. 
The Slaney ran crimfon with loyaiift blood ; 
But vengeance purfu'd with death and defpair» 
And the carcafe of Harvey foon tainted the air, 

Down, &c. 

Defeated by Lah, they rally'd their force, 
And into Kilkenny directed their courfe, 
By Murphy led on, o'er the Barron they pour. 
But hundreds were fated to pafs it no more ; 
For y//^i7/ attacked them again ani again, 
.And three times five hundred laid down on the plain, 

Down, &c, 

Prieft Murf^y declared to the fanatic crew, 
Who believ'd all his words as theGofpel were true, 
" No bullet could hurt a true fon of the church ;" 
Put the Devil foon left the poor Saint in the lurch : 
For by fomefad miftake, through a hole in his fkin, 
A Heretic bullet juA chanc'd to pop in. 

So down, down, the Croppy fell down. 



John 



Digitized by 



Google 



«2 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

John Russill, the fpiritcd editor of a Bofton 
Gazette, in fpeaking of the felf-tianfportatioiv of 
thefe rafcals, remarks, that Great Britain ufes America 
very fcurvily in thus making it a fort of Botany Bay. 
Softly there, friend Ruflcll ! Great Britain lets the 
villains go where they choofe^ and if Anierica is fo 
fa(hioned, or has fo conduced hcrfcif, as to have 
become the objedl of their choice, Great Britain 
cannot help (hat. But, let us be candid for oiice^ 
and allow, that the evil is to be afcribed to America 
herfelf, and to her alone. It has been her hoaft for 
thefe ten years paft, that flie was daily increafing her 
population at the expence of other nations; (he 
beckoned to the malcontents of Great Britain and 
Ireland, to quit their opprejftons ; (he ftilcd herfelf 
the afylum of the oppreffed of all nations. She has 
feen her error ; let her take meafures to prevent its 
fatal effefts ; let her (hut the door againf^ the emi- 
grating gang; but let us not blame the nations, 
from whence they come. 

Liberty of the Prefs! — Under this head I am 
about to communicate to my readers, a knowledge 
of the moft infamous tranfadion that ever took 
place, not only in a country calling itfel f/rr^, but in 
any co'.ntry on earth. 

By turning to my Gazette of the 7th inft. the 
reader uill ice a prefentment of the grand jury of 
JefFerfori county^ in Georgia, againfl a gazette and 
aga^'ijft the printer thereof ; the former they call a 
public nuifance^ and the latter a public grievance. 

This Gazette is entitled the " Southern Sem- 
«* Ti NEL •* It is publiftied at Augufta^ by Mr, Alex-- 
ander M'Millan. It is almoft the only federal pa- 
per in that country : it is remarkable for excellence, 
on every account, on which a newfpaper can be 
called excellent. The merit of the editor was fo 
generally acknowledged^ that be was chofen, and he 
. ftill 
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flill is, printer to the rtate legiflaturc ; but, the bold 
and ufetul truths, which, from time to time, ap- 
peared in his paper, drew on him, not a profecution 
from the governor (the noted Jackson) but his </^ri 
and defpotJikc revenge. 

Mr. JSl'MiiUin never having furniflied the leaft 
handle for a legal profecution, either criminal or 
civil, feveral attempts were made to prevail .on 
Grand Juries to prejent him. It was tried in feveral 
different counties^ and at laft fuccceded, as we have. 
feen, in the county of JefFcrfon, It was all along fuf- 
peded, that the Governor was at the bottom of thefe 
nefarious attempts, and the horrid fa<5t was at lad 
afcertained in the following manner: 

The Governor's brother, Abraham Jackfrn^ is his 
Secretary of State. When the aflizes were approach* 
ing in the county of Burke, this brother and fecre- 
tary wrote a letter to one Caldwell (who appears to 
have been fummoned on the Jury) defiring him to 
procure the prefentment of McMillan ; but told him, 
at the fame time, that he fuppofed another of the 
jury, whom he named, would have a prefentment 
ready ; if fo, he requefted Caldwell to " be eafy," 
and, in every cafe, to be fure to mention nothing of 
bis interference in the bufinefs, &c. &c. 

This moft vile and afladin-like epiftlc got fafe to 
the hands of Caldwell, who, on his journey to the 
court, (topped at a gentleman's houfe, where he 
lodged, and got drunk. A drunken man is unfit for 
a confpirator. Caldwell let the epilllc drop out of 
his pocket. His hoft took it up, opened it, and, 
filled with horror at the wickednels of the bearer as 
well as the author, he immediately fent it to the 
Printer, whofe downfal they had concerted. The 
following documents, taken from the " Southern 
Sentinel," and the paper of one Smith, publiftied at 
Louifville, will explaia the reft. 

'* H^aynejborougb^ 
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" IVayneJborough, Sept. lo; 1798. 
*' Dear Sir, 

^' The inclofed came into pofTcdion by chance— 
a miftake of Mr. Caldwell's — the etFecSls of a heavy 
drink — It was written the 6th inft. and received 
the fame day — make what ufe of it you think 
proper. 

" Mr. McMillan/' 

" Dear Caldwell, 

' ^ Inclofed you'll find the petitions fent for. — 1 
liaveto rcqueft you to fpeak to the Gran J Jury thoje 
who can berelie on and ufe your exertions to procure 
a prefcntment againll McMillan and his party for 
the unmerited attack on the chief magijirate of the 
Hate — perhaps Captain Whitehead /b^j one already , if 
■fo, be eafy, and rnention nothing of my beiig acquainted^ 
^—General Mcrrifon may do a great deal. - 

** Should a prefcntment take place tranfmit it ta 
tne, certified. 

« Your's, &c. 

** Abm. Jackson. ■' 

•^ Thurfday Morning." 

' Tfl the Citi'zens of Georgia. — UnaccOftomed to the 
unpleafant t^lk of ulhering my name before the 
public tribunal, 1 feel the utmoft regret at being 
placed in a fit'iation that at this period demands fa 
great a facrifice. When the caufc, however, is taken 
into view, an apology, -I trufl, will be deemed un- 
neccflPiry. 

Whilft I entertain a juft fenfe of the injury con- 
templated to have been done to rayfelf, peribnally, 
in the above trail of bafencfs and corruption, 1 be- 
lieve my fellow citizens appreciate their rights too 
highly, to view with um dncern and indifference ihe 
ii^Iult offered to a grand inqueft of the ftate of Geor- 
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gia. To temporize with a body of men thus fo- 
Icmnly convened to prefent, without ** fear, favour, 
*' or affedion/* all grievances that might come 
'Within their knowledge — to endeavour to draw 
them to the commiflion of perjury, and imprefe oa 
their minds a belief that this awful crime was of 
lefs importance than a momentary gratification af- 
forded the Chief Magiftrate ; are fuch violations of 
every moral obligation — fuch indelible ftains on hu- 
map nature — that I defy the catalogue of French 
perfidy to produce their equals. 

In making thefe obfervations, let me not be un- 
dcrftood as placingthis bufinefs altogether to Abra- 
ham Jackfon's account — no — he was diretfted ot 
rather ordered to do fo : for, to make ufe of Swift's 
metaphor, he only fvvallows the fpittle of his bro- 
ther, to cough it up again with the addition of his 
own phlegm. 

With refpccfl to the unmerited attacks on the 
Chief Magiftrate, 1 am of opinion (and I really 
would not hazard an opinion without a good foun- 
dation) that he merited every fencence which repro- 
bated certain parts of his adminiftration ; were I 
not of this opinion, I never fhould have fanftioned 
the publications alluded to'; I arn not in the habit 
of fporting wantonly with the feelings of any man — 
i harbour no perfonal enmity againft the prclcnt 
Governor of Georgia. It is the mcafiire, and not the 
man, that I wquld hold to public view : if thofc at- 
tacks are really unmerited, why are they not refuted? 
I will as readily communicate the defence to the 
public, as I have the charges ; and the community 
will then determine, whether any thing .that might 
be advanced on the dcfenfive^ would place the matter 
in a more advantageous point of view* Does he 
fuppofe that Oridures on the condudt of public 
officers are to be fuppreflcd, becaufe they are difa- 
j^rceabie \o fych officers ? Docs he wifli to do away 

in 
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in this countrr, the only true channel through which 
the people can promulgate their fentimcnts on public 
meafurcs? If fo, we poflefs the (hadow, not the 
fubftancc of libcrC3^ When a man, however, for 
the fake of party, or of certain points, relinquiflies 
the ufe of rcafon, he is only enabled by the violence 
of his padions, to work himfclf the deeper into error 
and abfurdity : he may ufe much zeal in an appa« 
rent good caufe; but let us recoUe^ft, that zeal, like 
charity, can cover a multitude of fins. 

I do not well comprehend Mr. Jackfon's meaning 
in attaching a party to me. Does he mean that 
there is a part of the community of my way of 
thinking fo far as relates to Executive proceedings? 
— ^If fo, he does me infinite honor: for I can allure 
him that fame party is compofed of the mofl re^ 
fpcadablc and beft informed men in this (tate ; and 
this is certainly a matter of no fmall fatisfaftion to 
me, at a moment that I have to contend with every 
ftratagem that rancour and ingenuity can invent, to 
injure me in the eyes of my fellow-citizens. 

As the citizens of thisftate will no doubt confidcr 
their ri£;hts and privileges infringed in the above 
nefarious attempt, I have direded an additional 
number of papers containing thefe publications, to 
be (truck off tor their information. The gentleman 
who made the detedtion, is entitled to the thanks of 
his country ; and I lake this opportunity of return.. 
ing him mine. 

A. McMillan. 

Auguila, Odober, 3, 1798. 

Jackjon's Anfwer. 

Mr. Smith, 

It is not to enter the lifts of fcurrility with Mr. 

M-Millan, that 1 requell theinfertion of a few lines, 

in your next paper — For, to meet the abufe of the 

idirty editor of the Southern Sentine]3 has been in- 

difcriminately 
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difcriminatcly the lot of every chief magiftratc of 
this ftate, from the time of the arrival of that High- 
land gentleman in the more favourable climate of 
Georgia, to the prcfcnt period ; and I confcfs, had he 
pafTed me over in filencc, I Ihould have fuppofcd, 
that neither my merit as ^ public fervant, nor my 
honefty as an individual, were fuflSciently defcrving; 
to ftir his gall, or to roufe his refentment. 

A woqnded brother, unable to counteTa<9: the lie 
Mr. M*MilIan affertcd in his paper of the 4ih in- 
ftant, is the only apology I can offer for appearing 
in your paper. 

For although Mr. McMillan has made contra£b 
with the General Affembly which he never meant 
to perform; although he has deceived the Legiflaturc 
•with the fpccious pretext of cftabliftiing a prefs and 
paper at Louifville ; although, with brazen front, he 
has libelled all the powers of the ftate government, 
legiflative, executive, and judiciary, and, added to 
thofe, the very conftitution itfelf, and. yet modejily 
ftiled himjclf printer to the flate — Although he has 
diredled with aflliflin hand the fecrer daggers to the 
reputations of men, who fought and bled for the 
independence we enjoy, when in all probability he 
was in his plaid and kelt, and wild among the moun- 
tains; although his prefs has teemed with the 
, hobbys of a faction — angry, becaufe defeated, and 
bhckguards for want of argument — Yet, Sir, no 
one would have fuppofed his affurance fo unbound- 
ed, as to come forward under his own fignature, to 
aflert falflioods to cover his flander. He has de- 
clared that I ordered my brother to write to Mr. 
Caldwell on the fubjedt of the Burke county grand 
jury. 

I do moft folemnly deny, that ever my brother 
was ordered or defircd by me 10 write to Mr. Cald- 
well the letter which has been publiftied, defiring 
him to fpeak to the Burke grand jury, and I hppe 

that 
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that my ftanding among my fellow-citizens far 
twentytfix years paft, will ai leaft'ftamp a credit on 
my word equal to the affertion of Mr. McMillan • 
•But, Mr. Smith, if I had written to Mr. Caldwell 
jnyfelf to fpeak to that grand jury, and to lay Mr. 
M'Millan's fcurrilous papers before them, inftcad of 
ordering my brother to do fo — 'The villainous con- 
dud of ftealing private letters^ worfe than robbery 
oh the high-way, to gratify revenge^ would far fur- 
pafs the heinoufnefs of laying his dirty papers be^ 
fore a grand jury, which knew how to difcriminate 
between the liberty and liccntioufnefs of the prefs, 
and between fdid fads, decently ftated, and the 
dung-baige abufe of the Southern Sentinel, for 
which, or one half of his publications againft the 
government in his own country, he would have had 
his ears nailed to the pillory. 

The Executive is however informed, that the de- 
partment may enter its plea of defence at this dung- 
hill tribunal — a moft gracious privilege from Mr. 
McMillan's Court of the Prefe — But that printer 
ought, long ere this, to be informed, that the Execu^ 
tive treats his paper and fcurrility with ineffable 
contempt ; and would not degrade the department 
by the infertion of a lingle line in fo dirty a vehicle, 
fit only for a depofit in the Temple of a Cloaci'na, 
and unworthy the attention of any decent mind — 
Nothing could jultify the notice 1 here take of him^ 
but the fituation of my brother, and to prevent the 
body of the people from being deceived by hii^ bafe 
falfehoods. 

One word, Mr, Smith, and I have done with Mr> 
McMillan and his dirt .for ever, for I ihould difdain 
a reply. 

Such authors as thofe who may affift his licentious 

•prefs, are greater enemies to the caufeof America 

than Vicftor Hughes, or the French Dire<95ory. They 

court aitacivs from France by reprefenting vus as a 
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divided people, and, further/ as a people oppofed to 
the governing powers — while they aAually divide at 
home, by pointing the finger of reproach at (owt 
of our beft patriots, and ftrive to break down the 
very pillars of fed^rali/m, the ftate govcrmcnts— 
•^— which, if not checked, muft fling us once more 
into the arms of fome foreign nation, or fettle us 
down into a government fimilar to France, one and 
indivijiile, fo very much reprobated, and fo very a^c- 
Juiiable* to our inierejis. 

I am. Sir, with refpe<5t. 

Your obedient fervant^ 

James Jackson. 
Loui/ville, Oa. 8, 1798. 

7o bis Excellency James Jack/on^ Governor^ ^c. &?r. 

Sir, 

Had there been any thing wanting to leffen your, 
dignity in the eftimation of thofc over whom yott 
unfortunately prefide as Chief Magiftrate, your late 
publication, levelled at me, would have been a full 
evidence of it. To retort on your excellency, in 
your own very flowery and elegant Jlile^ 'would be 
paying an ill-compliment to the delicacy of my rea- 
ders, and equally as bad to my own underftanding. 

Your excellency is pleafed to accufe me of feu r- 
rility. If you will have the goodncfs to caft your 
eye, in your cooler and fnire fober moment s^ over your 
own very polite effay, I flatter myfelf you will find 
tber^ as true a fpecimea of fcurrility and abufive 
epithets as can be culled out from Billingfgate. 
Dirt, dun^, apd Cloacina, are fo judicioufly, and io 
very happily, arranged and interfperfed in that very 
fpirited philippic, that, for purity of diftion and 
elegance pf thought, Lwill match it a^ainft any 
piece of oratory ever uttered by a Panfian fifli- 
woman, or it Billingfgate dame. In your prefent 
elevated ilation, your excellency has truly verified 
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the obfcrvacion of a late author, viz. That when the 
political pot boils y ibe fcum ri/n to the top. 

Pray, Sir, what greater crime can you attach ta 
my having been born in Scotland than that of your 
having been born in England ? Like you, I have 
sever attempted to deny the place of my nativity : 
and if your excellency had known that I aduali/ 
pride myfelf on having drawn my firft breath among 
the wild and rugged mountains of the HiKhlands, I 
am perfuaded you, would not have uken Uie trouble 
to let the world know it. 

But, Sir, for this, and the reft of your malevolence, 
I raoft freely forgive you ; bccaufc I know it to be 
no more than the incoherent efFufions of a difturbcd 
imagination — the dernier refort of a guilty con- 
fcience. 

Your pretended profeflions for the Federal Govern- 
ment will not be received by the people of this 
country as an earneftof your patriotifm — yourapof- 
tacy at this period defignates the political hypocrite, 
not the independent patriot. A man, who has once 
declared that he would join the French^ if ever they 
landed in this country^ is entitled to little confidence 
from the community. 

What contrads have I made with the legiflature 
that I did not mean to perform, or that I have not 
performed ? Inftance one. If I have violated en- 
gagements, to that honorable body I am amenable, 
not to your excellency. 

I cannot fubfcribe to your determination of end- 
ii«g our cofrefpondence at this early ftage of it. 
There are fome circumftances that require elucid^*. 
tion, which, if fuffered to remain in embryo, would 
be rendering much injuftice to your excellency, and 
to your fellow-citizens. 

A. McMillan, 

Thefe documents, God knows. Hand in no need 

of commentary. The infamy of the tranfadion is 
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fo glaring and damning in itfelf, that no light can 
make it more clear, no colouring can make it more 
horrible. One remark, however, in Jackson's 
fliuffling, bafc, and blackguard letter, I cannot lee 
pafs. 

After the development of xl plot, that would, if 
poffible, have difgraced the jive^headed monfier itfelf, 
he has the impudence to tell Mr. M'MUlan, that he 
would have been worfe treated in bis own country ! 
He (iiould have avoided this, as be would avoid the 
pains of hell ; for, without any hint from him, the 
people of Georgia will be ready enough to look, 
with a longing eye and an aching heart, to the chief 
magiftrate and grand juries of Great Britain ! Had 
the King of Great Britain (I beg pardon for the fup* 
pofition) ; had the King of Great Britain adled as 
he has done ; had his brother, or his Secretary of State, 

SENT AN AGENT TO PROCURE A PRESENTMENT FRONf 

A GRAND JURY, and had he dared to fhelterhim, and 
take the acS to himfelf, as this Governor has done^ 
his reign would have been of ftiort duration. Nei-. 
ther the facrednefs of his perfon, nor the extent of 
his power, would have faved him. The pui/ic in^ 
dignatieny the fpirit of true lihcrty^ which is not con- 
tent with an empty name^ would have rufhed throiigh 
the bayonets of his guards, and hurled him from his 
throne. 

Britons, when fome precious knave (hall again 
call on you to reform your monarchy into a reprejen^ 
tative governmeiity hollow in his ear the name of 
JACKSON, and ftrike the villain dumb. 

One duty remains lor me to perform ; that is, to 
record, and, as far as in my power lies, to hand down 
to everlafting Ihamc the Grand Juries who prefentcd 
McMillan. 

J. 3. Spivey, John Gamble, 

W. B. Lochmon, Wm. M. Gabee, 

John Cowart^ Wm. Hardwick, 
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J[ohn Scott, V/m, M*DaweU, 

Solpmon Wood, M. Shelman» 

B. Whitakcr, Jcfle Pauktt, 

John Cobbs, Tand. C\ Key, 
Jofiah M. Steret, 

«* Hb RE on the rack of juftice let roe lie, 
•« Fit garbage for the hell-hound Inlamy,'* 



Nelfon^s Vt&ory. — Yes, the malignant rafcals did 
rejoice .at every fliadow of a vidory gained over 
Great Britain : the Democrats, aye, andmany of the 
Fcderalifts too, did rejoice when the gallant little 
army of the Duice of York wajs obliged ro retreat be* 
fore fifty times their number, and through the coun- 
try of the bafe wretches, who, after having invoked 
their aid, betrayed them, and fliot at them from 
their hiding places. Yes, you did rejoice ; you held 
civic feftiyals, you rang bells, you fired cannon, you 
roared, and you got drunk, to celebrate what yon 
called, and what you thought, the defeats of Great 
Briiahu You faid, in your heart9^ with Old Rut^ 
l('dge^ that^^ was proftraie onibe earth, and that you 
had nothing to do but/eize her by the throaty and to fee 
her EXPIRE IN AGONIES. Yes, you did re- 
joice, you were in raptures, you were in ecftacies at 
the favage idea. I remember this, and 1 truft I 
never (hall forget it. — So much by way of Preface. 
How it applies to the fubjed that follows, I muft 
leave the reader to find out. 

BoJion^l^GV. 1 2. — -Some weeks have elapfed fincethe 
intelligence of Nelfon's vidlory was announced to the 
public, through the medium of the Commercial Ga^ 
icctc; at that time it did not obtain the univerfal cre- 
dence which its very probable afpect merited. The 
fadt was, that the news was of too momentous con- 
fequence to be believed without a more official CQn- 
lirmatiun. We have now the fatislaiSion to affure 
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ikur teaders, that anticipation^ has proved the pre- 
curfor of truth:— FOR BUONAPARTE HAS 
BEEN DEFEATED BY THE ARABS;— AND 
HI3 FLEET CAPTURED BY ADMIRAL NEL- 
SON. 

Yefterday afternoon, the armed fhip Foxwcll, cap- 
tain Stevens, arrived in thirty-fevcn days froni Brif- 
tol, with London papers to Odober i . By the po- 
litenefs of the captain we were immediately favoured 
with a file of the Courier (an ahti-minifterial paper) 
which, to every one in the leaft acquainted with the' 
politics of that paper, mull afford the ampleft cor- 
roboration of Nelfon's vicftory. We particularly re-, 
fer our readers to the hand-bill ported at Lloyd's! 
GofFee-houfe — which places the account in the 
ftrongeft point of credibility. The defeat of Buon- 
aparte by the Arabs, between Rofetta and Grand 
Cairo, completes the fruftration of that arch-bucca- 
neer's fchemc to fub jugate the call. Another im- 
portant branch of the intelligence received by thist 
arrival, is the article from Conftantinople, which 
confirms the former account, that a coalition Js ac- 
tually forming between the Porte, Ruffia, and Eng- 
land, againil the arms and intrigues of France. 

Warner iVf/^/w.— On reading in feveral newfpa- 
pers a publication, figned at Camden, by Warner 
Mifflin^ Daniel Mifflin, and Jonathan Hunn, rcfpedt- 
ing a perfon therein termed a fwindler, who called 
himfelf Henry Penn Wharton^ where it is inferted 
** He was a vile rafcaly and not worthy of a place in the 
world:'* From my long accjuaintancc with^ and 
knowledge of, W. Mifflin, I was fully perfuaded it 
was not his language, and on enquiry I find the 
words he made ufc of were—" Many clear cafes banje 
turned up td prove bim to be a very great impoftory to fay 
no worfe.'' This information 1 am authorized to 
give by Jonathan Hunn, who acknowledges he made. 

YOU X; c the 



Digitized by 



Google 



34 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

the alteration in ba/le^ without dcie confidtratioll % 
and he leaves me at liberty* to clear the cbaraller of 
my deceafed friend from the injurious reflections that 
may be call upon his memory, or on the religious 
focicty of which he was a worthy member. This I 
requeft may be publifhed in all the papers wherein 
the notification alluded to has been inferted. 

John Parrish. 
Philad. 17/i It Mo. 1798. 

When Mr. Parrish handed me this for publica- 
tion, I told him I could not let it go off without a 
remark, nor ihall I. 

Though the communication profefies (and I be« 
lieve is really intended) to be what Mr. Parrifh calls 
a vindication of the charafier of Warner Mifflin, I 
am afraid it will generally be looked upon as an in- 
direft vindication of the charadler of Henry Penn 
IVbarton. 

Bcfides, I cannot for my life fee the ufc of Mr. 
Farri/b*s communication. He albws that Warner 
Mifflin declared Wharton to be *' a VERY GREAT 
IMPOSTOR, to fay no more ;•' and it will require 
not a little ingenuity to prove, that «' a very fireat im^ 
poflor** is not " a vile rafcaL"* Where the diftinc- 
tion lies 1 cannot conceive ; except, that the former 
defignates the particular fpecies of rafcality, which 
the latter does not. Can it be on the point erf* meie 
politenefs, that Mr. P. wifties to ** clear up the cha- 
" rader" of his deceafed friend ? 

However, let us not, Mr. Parrifh, " ftrain at a 
«* gnat and fwallow a giant." You know we ought 
riot. And, fince you have thought it iiecel&ry to 
trouble me and my readers with a vindication of 
your deceafed friend's charader, where it flood in 
need of none, you certainly will not fail to come 
forward where all the warmth of your friendfliip is 
wanted. You have read Briilbt's Travels^ I pre* 
I lumc 
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fume * and I prcfume, too, that you have there ob- 
ferved a chapter entitled 'f WARNER MIFFLIN.'* 
Now, Sir, while that chapter remains uncontfadicS:- 
cd, that Warner Miffiin will, by thofe who read that 
book, ever be looked upon as the greateft^/, or the 
grpateft hypocrite^ that God ever fufFered to let live. 
When I read that book, I never had heard of War^ 
tier MijS^in. All I could learn from it was, that he 
was a Quaker I and, if I had not happened to have 
lived fome time in Pennfylvania, where the name of 
'^aker ever conveys the idea of all that is fincere 
and upright, Ifhould have fet tfteir fociety down 
annongil the mofl: defpicable' of religious impoftors. 
Here then. Sir, is a noble field for the exercife of 
your zealous friendfliip. Here the charaiier of your 
friend (lands in wr^rf of vindication ; and, if you 
iiegle<f); it, thfe world will certainly attribute your 
prefent publication to the 'Vanity of wi/loing to be 
Mown as the friend of one (f the moft eminent men in 
your Secieiy. How far the world will be right, I 
ihall not pretend to fay ; but the world h ill-natured. 

The money ftolen from the Bank of Pennfylvania 
has been recovered. It was ftolen by one Isaac 
Davis, a carpenter, and a notorious democrat , and by 
the porter of the Bank, Cunningham, alfo a furious 
democrat. The latter was taken nek with the yellow 
fever, after the robbery, and died. So that Davis 
Was left fnug enough ; but he was prevailed upon 
to confefs, and the money is Recovered all but about 
1000 dollars. In the account of this bufinefs, as 
publiflied in the other papers, it isfaid that Dc^is is 
pardoned. This is ftrange work. I know of no 
power to pardon a felon other than that of the Go- 
vernor of the State^ who, God knows, is enough dif- 
pofed to do it. I know of no right to eompromife 
with afehn, I don't believe it is la'wful, and I knew 
it is umvi/e zti^utyujt* No fumj no confideration 
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whatever, ought to ftop the courfe ofjuftice. M/ 
God ! Ihall a man efcape, merely becaufe be basfiolen 
an immenfejum !!! 

I am the more aftoniflied at this compromife^ as the 
gentlemen, who are faid to have entered into it, are 
univerfally acknowledged to be men of great public 
fpirit and unlhaken integrity ; and I can attribute 
their condud^ on this occalion, to nothing but< an 
cxcefTive zeal for the intercfts of the inditution. 

Communkation.'^^l cannot reconcile with my ideas 
cxf public juftice, or of found policy, the eafy efcape 
of the culprit that robbed thft Bank of Pcnnfylva- 
nia. There was a moral turpitude in the aft he 
committed, as well as an offence againft the laws of 
his country, that called for exemplary punifhment. 
Juflice is a debt due to the commonwealth, which 
no man, or body of men, has a right to commute 
with the offender for any conlideration whatever. 
Frequent inftances of impunity, and they have been 
too frequent in Pennfylvania, tend not only to leffen 
the terrors of the law^ but- to loofen the bonds of 
morality a;id religion : — and thefe are the only folid 
foundations of a republican government. The ig- 
norant and depraved, who often fee criminals dfcape 
the punifhments annexed to crimes, will be tempted 
at laft to refolve all law, and religion too, into ex- 
pediency; and to conclude, with M. Velney, that 
there can be no guilt where there is no dete<ftion. 
When the difference between right and wrong; 
when moral honefty, and the facred obligations of 
law and religion, are fpirited away into an airy no- 
thing, or into mere political contrivances, to fecure 
the wealth of the rich, men will foon be made fit 
for the more atrocious adts of univerfal plunder and 
rebellion. 

1 am perfedly of my correfpondent*s opinion. 
Such inilances as this throw an obloquy on what 
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fiught ever to be looked to with refpeft, and even 
reverence. It is an old maxim with thofe who wifti 
to decry all fort of fubordination, that ** the laws 
*' are cobwebs^ which hold the weak^ but which the 
^' ftrong break through i'' and, it muft be confefled, 
that the compromife with Davis gives but too much 
reafon to fuppofe, that this odious maxim is founded 
in truth. This man dole nearly tW9 hundred thou^ 
/and dollars, and he is at perfeSi liberty, while a poor 
caitiff, who ftole a book out of my fhop of three 
quarters of a dollar value, is now at hard labour in the 
jail! Can this be called juftice? Do you expedrmcn 
to refpeft a government that winks at this ? If you 
iJo, yqu deceive yourfelves moft egregioufly. 

** Juftice, when equal fcales fhe holds, is blirjd j 
** Nor prejudice nor roercy move her mind. 
f * When foroc cfcape for that which others die, 
f* Mercy to thofe, to thefe is cruelty/' Dunham, 



Nelson's Victory, 

Minute of Falls ftated in the Difpatches to Lord St^ 
, Fincent. 

The French tranfports ran into the Nile, and Buo^ 
naparte landed with only a few provifions on hand^ 
with about 38,000 men, 2,000 havii^g been cut to 
pieces on an attempt to land ^t Alexandria, where 
they expeded a pallive reception. The laft dif- 
patches ftate, that the only fupplies Buonaparte 
could get were a little rice and water, brought to 
him on camels by the Arabs, but that the Turks 
were taking meafures, not only to cut oif this fuc-* 
cour, but to march againft him. 

The crew of the Timoleon, when the Ihip took 
fire, attempted to fave thenifelves on fhore, but were 
all cut to pieces. The ^Orient's people w^re iri 
part deftroyed in ^e iame manner, and blo>yn up; 
only a few cfcaped, perhaps into the woods to ftarve. 

The 
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-The French fleet, at thie time of the adlion, had 
only five days provifions on board. 

We further learn by Mr. Yates, who came paC 
fenger in the America, and who was favored by Ad- 
miral Jervis himfelf with the official particulars 
above related, that none of the tranfports were dc- 
ftroyed, having probably run up the bay of Rofetta 
into {hallow water, and that nothing certain had 
tranfpired to unravel the future ^projedts of Buona^ 
parte, whether he meant to fettle down in Egypt, or 
wbethcr he caft his wifhful eyes on the diftant ihore 
of Mangalore. His fituation at befl- appeared t6 be 
hopelefs — his armed (hips captured or deftroyed, 
his tranfports blocked up, and his retreat cut off; 
his provifions nearly exhaufted, and a fupply preca- 
rious at leaft, if not unattainable ; and, above all, 
preflcd on every fide by hordes, of Saracens, too bar- 
barous to be worked upon even by French delufion. 
The forebodings of the invader muft forcibly af- 
fure him, that the dcfpoilcr of Italy, and the con- 
queror of Egypt, will never be united in the fame 
man; and that he has, fortunately for the world, per- 
haps, left* the channel of Britain to perifti on thc^ 
banks of the Nile. Baltu Ed. 

I never felt more at a lofs, than I do on the pre- 
fcnt occafion. One can fay nothing refpeding a 
vid:ory like this. To call it Glorious, is to give but 
a faint idea of it. It is, in fad, to under-rate it, by 
putting it on a level with other fignal vidories. The 
World never before beheld fo complete, fo decifive a 
blow. 

The French (and their filly partjzans here) have 
long boaflled of their fuperior valour. This they 
have had the impudfcnce to do amidft defeats witTiout 
number, and difgrace unparalleled. In almofl: every 
naval combat fince the beginning of the war they 
have been much fuperbr in men and guns, and yet 
in every inftangc have they been defeated. This 
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holds good with refped to fingle veiTels as well as 
fleets and fquadrons. In the prefent inflance, the 
rafcals have lied as ufuaL By turning to the extradls 
from their enflaved papers^ which we publifhed here 
a few days ago, it will be feen that they tell their 
degraded valfals, that the Engliih fleet was fuperior 
in ftrength. But it appears, from the above official 
^etail^ that the flrength of the combatants flood thus : 

Britilh. French. 

Men. Guns. Men. Guns. 

7>770 1,030 9,900 1,192 

So that the French ^ad 2,130 men, and 162 guns, 
more than the Britifti. 

But, fay the vain boafteis, it is not by dint of 
blows ; it is not by Bririfh courage^ but by Britilh 
Jkillin maneuvering^ that we are out-done. Such an 
excufe as this has always appeared to me extremely 
ridiculous ; for though there may be, and certainly 
is, fome little advantage gained in the onfet, by a 
flcilful difpofition of the fleet ; yet it is very evident, 
that every ataioh mufl: be decided by the exertions 
of the feveral ftiips, or, more properly fpeaking, by 
the prowefs of the men who fire the guns, and who 
manage the fails. 

Fortune, however, as if flie were determined to 
place the fuperiority. of Britifh valour beyond all 
difpute, decreed that, this time, there fliould be no 
manoeuvering. The Ihips were anchored along^Jide 
of each other: there was no fuch thing as wearing^ or 
tacking: there was nothing to do but load and fire; 
and the confequence was fuch as mx have feen it. 

Let us hear no more then of French valour. When 
they are ten to 9ne, and have cannons againji mujhets^ 
they can beat the Germans. When they have pre- 
pared their way by fcdudion ; when they have raifed 
the force, that fhould defend a country, to ad againft 
that country ; in (hort, when a country is fubdued 
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by its own villainous traitors> then the brm;e fan^ 
- culottes can vanquiflt it. But, againft an enemy that 
fights them in earneft, they are the bafeft of cow- 
ards. They can cut the throat of a prieft, knock 
down a cripple, ftrangle an infant, or rip up a wo-. 
man with child ; but a man in arms they dare not 
meet. I fay the French republicansh^ive always been 
cowardsy and I only want ieifure to prove,^ by a col- 
leftion of infiifputable fafts, that what I fay is true. 
The glare ought to be rubbed off the rafcals. 

It is a ftiame that many even of the honeft part 
of mankind, fhould believe that the favage monfters 
are brave. 



December, 1798. 

Saint Andrew's Society. — I fhall not infert the ac- 
fount of the celebration of St. Andrew's day at 
Philadelphia, becaufe the celebrators did not drink 
the health of the KING of the country, for which 
they pretend to retain fuch an afFe£tion. 

Two of the volunteer toafts/ however, I cannot 
help giving a place to. . 

Judge M'Kean (as Prefident of St. Patrick's 
Society) gave, '* May we live all the days of our lives. ^^ 
' To this bright falfyy the following repartee was 
made by Mr. James Craig: " Every konejl man 
*' his own, and every rogue his halter." 

The Century: — From the fame Norfolk Heraldy 
appears the following advertifement, by a perfoii, 
who pretends to be really interefted in the de- 
cifion of the Queftion, and who therefore merits 
my attention. 

Princefs Anne, Dec. 18,1798. 
Meff.WiLjpETT& O'Connor, 
Sirs, 

1 am a poor Widow Woman, whofe great 
yncle by her Father's Ion died lately, and by his 
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^willhe hath left me a legacy of ^iqo, to be paid me 
in the 19th century ; that is, he fays, ^^ Item, I give 
^^ to my niece Deborah Violet ;f 100, to be paid to 
^^ her in the 19th Century." Now, Sirs, as lam a 
poor woman, and I am told you have a great many 
Jaw gentlemen in Norfolk, you will render a great fer^ 
yice if you will get thejr opinion when, and ».t 
what time, I have really a right to demand the 
fame. In fo doing you will oblige, 

Your*s at command, 

Deborah Violet, 

P. Porcupine to Mrs. Violet, 
Dear Madam^ 

Having a Angular afFe£iion for widows of th^ 
Violet race (efpecially thofe who are in full bloom), 
and obferving you in fome little diftrefs for advice, 
you will not oe furprifcd, that, without further ce- 
remony, I proceed to offer you the beft, which it ig 
in my power to beftow. 

And, firft, my fweet Fioleiy I think you have ap- 
plied to the wrong fource ; for one principal part of 
a lawyer's profeffional fkill confifts in knowing how- 
to procure delay ; and, I affure you, that all the 
Gentlemen of the Bench and the Bar, whofe opi- 
nions I have heard on the fubjeft, have decided the 
point againtt you. I refided, fome time ago, near a 
fmall village, which was honored by being the fum- 
mer^s retreat of a Lawyer and a Judge. The former of 
thefe might not, indeed, have been much accuftom- 
ed to the Chrifiian Calendar ; but be that as it may, 
they both faid (and I believe they fwore), that the 
eighteenth century fhoiild not end 'till 1801. Pre- 
pofterous as this aifertion certainly is, you mav be 
aifured, that they were prepared to maintam it, 
even againft one who fhould have rifen from the 
dead tp convince them of the contrary, 
' * You 
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You may look upon it as a fettled point, that 
whoever has got your lool. will keep it as long as 
they can. You will find it difficult, even twenty 
years hence, to perfuade them that the 1 9th century 
is arrived. Sued they therefore muft-be for the 
money, and, according to an eftabliflied maxim in 
the law; the fooner you begin, the fooner you will 
have done. 

I would ad vife you to plead your own caufe :. no 
eloquence is fo convincing as that which flows from 
female lips. Your adverfary, confcious of the bad* 
nefs of his caufe, will have plenty of lawyers to 
oppofe you. They will infill that the i8th century 
cannot be ended 'tilKtheyear 1800 is ended ; they 
will tell you that this is the 1798th, and not the 
1799th year, and fo forth, and fo forth, and fo forth, 
to the end of the chapter. In return to all which, 
you will fay ; " pray, what century are we now in ?" 
— They will anfwer, the *' i8th to be fure". You will 
then alk them, how it happens that we have contmu* 
edto date 17 hundred during all the eighteenth cen- 
tury ? — If tnere fhould be a man of fenfe amongft 
them, he will laugh in his fleeve ; but you will fee 
the young babblers ftare like fo many ftuck pigs.— 
Beforie they have had time to recover, you mutt fot 
low up your blow, and put to them the following 
queftions : — ^^ When did we begin to date 1 7 hun- 
" dred, at the beginning or the end of the feven- 
** teeth century ?" — l hey will immediately anfwer : 
*' at the f«^i or the feventeeth century." — ^^ Well 
*' then,'' fay you, ** did we not alfo begin to date 
" 1798 at the ^«<^ of the 1798th year ? if we began 
" (as you fay we did) to date 1798 (U the b^ginnif^ 
•* vf i^gSthyear, why did we not begin to date i8 
" hundred at the beginning of the 1 8/^ century ?" - 
At this- they will ftand as mute as fifties. Vou will 
get no anjwer from them. They will, however, find 
their ton|[ues after a time, and then tiiey'U go on 

again 
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again with their faids and foforths, and again in- 
fift that 1800 years muft expire before 1800 years 
are expired ; and that 99 cannot make a hundred, 
and confequently, and of courfe, 1799 cannot make 
1800, and hence and from thence they will draw a 
conclufion as clear as day-light that, to attain i8oo 
years we mull arrive at i8oo. With about nine 
tenths of the jury the force of this reajoning will, 
be irrefiftible ; but, if there be amongft them any 
manof afoundunderflanding and a clear confcience, 
he will remain locked up 'till he has gnawed off his 
hands, before he will give a verdift againft you, 
■ With the beft wilhes for the fuccefs of your 
caufe, I remain, my dear Violet, 
Your moft obedient. 

And moft humble fervant, 

P. Porcupine. 

Congrefs — Have not yet formed a quorum, but it is 
expefted they will to-Aiorrow. The great queftion 
is, WHAT WILL THEY DO ? I will venture 
to prediQ:,^ 

America will, as the fmallfederalifts fay, remain 
firm 5 firm as a pojl^ amidft infults and injuries in- 
numerable. The politics of this country are ex- 
aftly defcribed in the fublime and beautiful lan- 
guage of Jofeph Hopkinfon, efq. and ballad-mon- 
ger. 

** Firm, united, let us be, 

*• Rallying round our liberty ; 

" As a band of brothers jmn'd, 

" Peace ^xAjaftiy we ftiall find.*' 

Are not you in raptures, gentle reader ? — I am — 1 
Being /m, tftHying, joining like a band of brothers^ 
and all this to go and find out peacQ and Jafety^ is a 
thought that charms by its novelty no lefs than it 
aftonifties by its fplcndor, 

the 
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The political fyftem, thus poetically defcribed, 
will be purfued by Congrefs with an undevkitin^ 
ftep. They will feek nothing but peate and fafety^ 
mid it will {o happen, that they will feek them juft 
where they are not to be found ; that is, in half 
meafures, in cramping the nerves of the Executive 
power, and in the dangerous experiment of DE^ 
LAY. 

I have, with much pleafare, feen feveral ac- 
counts- of the high opinion, which the nations of 
Europe have begun to conceive of the fpirit of the 
United States ; and, if I have feen this with plea-? 
fore, what fenfations ought it to awaken in the 
bread of a 7iative American f But, let it be remem- 
bered, and well remembered too, that this opinion 
of Europeans was founded upon the fuppofition, that 
America had refolved to retrieve her honour by 
arms. It was founded upon thofe proceedings of 
Congrefs, which indicated war -, thofe meafuFes 
T/hich immediately fucceededthe communication of 
the difpatches, and not thofe vvrith which the fef- 
fion was terminated ; not thofe which teftified neir 
their patience nor refentment ; but a mixture of 
anger and pufillanimity. People may think what 
they pleafe of this ; but, I- can affure them, that 
the truths which I now fpeak, will be recorded by 
the impartial hijiprian of thefe times. 

And here, methinks, I hear fome rich proprietgir 
exclaim, *' What do we want with war^ .if we can 
*^ live in peace''! — Thou man of mud ! it is not 
the temporary prefervation of thy land, nor of thy 
houfes, nor thy dollars, nor thy fcrip, that ought tQ 
be the JirJ objeft with the government ; it is the 
permanent good of the whole country, which is in-, 
leparable frqm its honor. 

The hiftory of all times, and of modern times in 

particular, is fruitfiil in examples of the fatal con- 

fcquences of a too ftrqng attachment to peace. 

3 There 
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There is not a fingle inftance among the vaft vicif- 
litudes of fortune experienced . through the territo- 
ries of modern Europe, where a ftate which has 
bowed down under a fenfe of her own inferiority, 
and ignominioufly fought after peace, has not ulti- 
mately fufFered more than he could have done from 
a fierce and bloody war. — Struck with a fenfe of 
fuch dangers, the legiflators and fages of antiquity, 
laboured with peculiar anxiety to imprefs upon the 
hearts of the people an ardent love for the military 
fuccefs and glory of their country. They did not 
wickedly encourage it from a vain principle of am- 
bition, but wifely from a firm convifition, that it 
conftitutes the only means to fecure independente mid 
refpeSl. When the high fenfe oi national honor which 
cannot brook humiliation^ is once deftroyed and routed 
out by lazinefs and avarice, that fpirit is departed 
which gave life and energy to the people. The 
reft is little elfe than a putrid mafs, infedling the 
foil upon which it lies. The Empire of the Eaft, 
Venice, Spain, and, more recently, Holland, illuf- 
trate and confirm this opinion by the hiftory of their 
decline. 

I need not tell the reader, that I have borrowed 
this laft paragraph from another pen j but, he will 
do me the juftice to remember, that the fentiments 
it contains, I have, in my unpoliflied ftyle, often 
attempted to convey. 



Tie Contra^,^-N owy I think, is the proper time to 
remind the ftupid and rafcally partizans of France 
of their boafts, at the departure of Buonaparte from 
Toulon., Nothing can be better calculated to in- 
creafe the vexation, the anguifti, the infernal tor- 
ments which they already endure, than the follow- 
ing Contraji. 



Buonaparte's 
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Buonaparte's Speech. Admiral Nelfbn's Lettef ^ 



To biS Hordes, previous to 
iheir failing from Tou- 
lon. 

•• Officers and Soldiers^ 
*• It is two years fince I 
bave commanaed you; at 
that period you were on the 
river of Genoa, in the greateft 
mifery, wanting every thing; 
Iiaving facrificecji even your 
watches for your reciprocal 
fubfiftence. Ipromifedtoput 
a period to your miferies. I 
led you into Italy — there 
every thing was furniflied 
you: Have I not kept my 
word with you ? Yes ! Ah ! 
well ! Know that you have 
not yet done enough for youir 
country, and that your coun- 
try has not done fufiEicient for 
you. I am now going to lead 
you into a country where by 
your future exploits you will 
Jurpajs thofc which this day 
ajionifh your adfuirers, and 
render to your country the 
fervices which ft has a right 
to expeft from an army of 
invincibles. 

" I promife to each fol- 
dier, that, upon the return of 
this expedition, he fhali have 
at his difpofition, the means 
of purchafingTJi acres of 
land. 

•• You are about to incur 
new dangers, you will par- 
ticipate 



To Lord St. Vincent^ on 
the Defeat of Buom^ 
parte' s Fleet. 

My Lord^ 

Almighty God &as blefled 
his Majefty's arms in the late 
battle, by a great viQory over 
the fleet of the enemy, whom 
I attacked at funfet, on the ift 
of Auj^ft, off the mouth of 
the Nile. — The enemy were 
moored in a ftrong line of 
battle for defending the en- 
trance of the bay (of flioal^) 
flanked by numerous gun 
boati, four frigates, and a 
battery of guns and mortars 
on an ifland in their van ; but 
nothing could withftand the 
fquadi^n your lordfliip did 
me the honor to place under . 
my command. Their high 
ftate of difcipline is well 
known to you, and with the 
judgment of the captains, to- 
gether with their valor, and 
that of the officers and men 
of every defcription, it was 
abfolutely irrefiftible. 

Could any thing from my 
pen add to the charaQers of 
the captains, I would write 
it with pleafure, but that is 
impoflible. 

I have to regrejf the lofs of 
captain Weftcott, of the Ma- 
jeftic, who was killed early in 
the aftion ; but the fhip con- 
tinned to be fo well fought 
by the firft lieutenant, Mr. 
Cuthbert, 
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ticipate them with our bre- 
thren the feamen ; this force 
has not hitherto rendered it- 
felf formidable to your ene- 
mies, their exploits have not 
equalled your's — occajtons 
only have been wanting \ but 
the courage of the feamen is 
equal to your's ; their wifh is 
that of triumphing, they will 
attain it with you. Commu- 
nicate to them that invincible 
fpirit which every where ren- 
ders you viftorious ; fecond 
th^r efforts, live on board 
with that intelligence which 
charaflerizes men purely ani- 
znated and devoted to^he good 
of the fame caufe ; they have, 
like you, acquired rights to 
the national gratitude in the 
difficult arts of the marine. 
Habituate yourfelves to the 
manceuvres on board; be- 
come the terror of cur land 
and marine enemies ; imitate, 
in that point, the Roman fol- 
diers, who knew how at once 
to defeat Carthage in the 
plain, and the Cartkagenians 
in their Jleets'' 

Cries of long live the Re- 
public, and hymnsv of com- 
bat, followed this harangue. 

The 15th and 33d half bri- 
gade of the line proceeded 
on hoard the different ihips 
of the line in the fquadron ; 
all the troops of the expedi^t 
tion, infantry, cavalry, &c. 
are on board ; we expefl the 
order 



Cuthbcrt, that I have giveti 
him an order to command her 
till your lordlhip's pleafure i$ 
known. 

The fliips of th^ en^my, 
all but their two fear fliips, 
are nearly difmafted; and 
thofe two, with two frigates^ 
I am forry to fay, made their 
efcape ; nor was it, I aflure 
you, in my power to prevent 
them. Captain Hood mofl: 
handfomely endeavoured to 
do it, but I , had no fliip in a 
condition to fupport the Zea- 
lous, and I was obliged to call 
her in. 

The fupport and affiftancc 
I have received from captain 
Berry cannot be fufFiciently 
expreffed. I was wounded 
in the head, and obliged to 
be carried off the deck, but 
the fervice fuffered no lofs 
by that event. Capt. Beny 
was fully equal to the impor- 
tant fervice then going on, 
and to him I muft beg leave 
to refer you for every infor- 
mation relative to his viftory. 
He will prefent you with the 
flag of the fecond in com* 
mand, that of the commander- 
in-chief being burnt in the 
L'Orient. 

Herewith I tranfmit yoti 
lijds of the killed and wound* 
ed, and the lines of battle of 
ourfelves and the French, 
French Shifs, 

Le Guerrier, taken* 

Le Conquerante, taken. 

l<e Spartiate, taken^ 

L'Aquilon, 
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order to fail, which inuA be L'Aquilon, taken. 

foon received* Le Soverain Peuple, takenu 

Le Franklin, taken. 

L'Orient, burnt. 

Le Tonnant, taken. 

L'Heiireux, taken. 

Le Timoleon, burnt. 

Le Mercure, taken. 

Le Genereux, efcaped. 

Le Diane, efcaped. 

Le Juftice, efcaped. 

Le Guillaume Tell, efcaped. 

L'Artemifa, burnt. 

Le Serieufe, difm. & funk. 
H. NELSON. 

Mr. Hopkin/on,^— In little toad-eater Brown's pa- 
paper of Thurfday laft, I perceived the following 
•' Communication^'* 

" Strange tforks, — Poor Jinking Cobbetiy having no 
more Frenchmen in this country to devour, be- 
gins to cram his infatiable maw of defamation with 
federalifts. — Polyphemus muft feed on human viftims, 
friends or foes. •" Hail Columbia !" and its au- 
thor, were ferved up laft evening. Bache abufed 
this fong as a " warwhoop*^ and Cobbett ridicules 
it becaufe it has no war in it. It only recommends 
firmnefsy unanimity^ and an adherence to our liberty^ 
and propofes no other advantage from them than 
" PEACE AND SAFETY." If wc recoUcft rightly, 
Mr. C. has heretofore been a warm panegyrift of 
Mr. Hopkinfon. Why this change ? Mr. H. we 
underftand, has been bold enough to be concerned 
in an afilion of flander againft the facred and moft 
puijfant William Cobbett y and fuccefsfully oppofed his 
claim to remove the caufe from the Pennfylvania 
courts, to thofe of the United States. — Unpardon- 
able offences ! — ^How magnanimous is this man in 
his refentments ! How liberal in purfuing them ! 

His 
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His gr^imri/f of mind is ftbaut equal to his love of 
this €mmiij. It is hoped the Prehdeht will not pre- 
feaie to offer his Addrefs to Congrefs, without 
caoftfulting this Supreme Dictator of our land. His 
abufe in the paragraph noW alluded to, is more on 
the conduct of the government, and the generial dif- 
pofitions of the people^ than on Mr. H* or his fong. 
— Perhaps Mr. Cobbett, finding his game almoft 
up in this country (he is done bragging of the increafe 
of bis fubfcribers) means now^ by his contempt of 
American Jupporty to fliew us he has a more fure 

This communication I have not the leaft hefita- 
tion to attrbiute to Mr. Hopkinfon himfelf. It bears 
all the marks of the parent, fpiteful, vain> and dull* 
Certain, therefore, as I am that he is the author, 
on him I (hall proceed to retaliate, with) perhaps, 
as much dulnefs, but aiTuredly with lefs vanity and 
fpite. 

The principal obje£l he has in view, evidecitl)^ 
is, to imprefs on the mind of the public, that thqi 
criticifm (or ridicule if he will), which I beftowed 
on his SONG, as he calls it, aroie, not from a p^ 
fuafion of the demerits of that v^pid performai:^^ 
but from a private grudge^ entertained againft him 
merely on account of his being concerned (in the way 
of bis profejjion] in an aSion againft me^ and his having 
ojM^fi^ ^y ^^^i^ ^0 ^ ^^i^l ^^' ^^^ Federal Courts. In 
fupport of this, be fays, that, previous to his having 
thus performed his duty as a lawyer, I was a 
" warm panegyrijl of Mr. Hopkinfen." 

I muft confefs, that, were this true ; weire I capa« 
ble of fuch illiberal and even bafe conduct as is 
here imputed to me, I fliould not only merit the 
fcorn, but the execration alfo, of every honeft and 
honorable man. But, it is not true; on the con- 
trary, it is one of the nioft falfe and moft foul 

VQX.x. B infi^uations. 
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infinuations, that ever was fuggefted by the implac- 
able refentment of wounded vanity. 

After the ftrifteft fearch, I can find but two in- 
ftancesy in which I ever uttered, or wrote^ a word 
refpefting the merits of Mr. Hopkinfon. What 
I then faid was very little : mere common place, 
mere party praife, in which, though I was per- 
feftly fincere, I think, no human being, not inflated 
to a danger of burfting, would have found any 
thing amounting to a warm panegyrick. If, how-' 
ever, he is fo ravenous after fame as to boaft of 
the commendation of a man, whom he afFefts to 
defpife, and by whom he is really defpifed, let him 
fwallow it ; let it h^ azvm-m panegyricky but let him 
not, by mifreprefentation, turn it to the difadvan- 
tage of him by whom it was prematurely beftowed. 
The firft time I ever noticed Mr. Hopkinfon (in- 
deed this man was not known before) was juft arter 
his fpirited fpouting at Dunwoody*s Tavern, which 
was more than three months after he was, and after 
1 knew he was, concerned againji me, in the a£Iian to 
zvhicb he^alludes. I once, perhaps twice or thrice, 
afterwards made what I looked upon as honorable 
mention of his name ; and all this was not only 
after I knew him to be concerned againft mc, but 
long after ^ I myfelf, with much regret, had heard 
him oppofe my claim to a trial in the Federal Courts, 
The correftnefs of this ftatement I challenge him 
to difprove. So that, inftead of my being illiberal, 
it appears that my warm panegyrick was beftowed 
on him after the exiftence of that, motive of refent- 
ment, to which, in the foce of the public, he has 
the aflurance to afcribe my ridicule of his SONG. 

Having proved, 1 truft to the fatisfaftion of the 
public, that the motive attributed to me is falft 
and malicious, it remains for me to explain my 
real motive ^ for the SONG is untverfaUy allawed 

• to 
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to be fo far ' beneath criticifm, and even ridicule, 
that every one will believe, that in noticing it, I 
muft have had feme other inducement than the 
ufual defire of entertaining my well-informed 
readers. 

Till I returned to the city from the Yellow- 
Fever exile, I can confcientioufly avow, that I never 
felt an emotion of refentment againft Mr. Hopkin- 
fon, and that I began to feel fuch an emotion then, 
was wholly his fault, and not mine. 

On the 4th of July laft, the Battalion of Blues,' 
under the command of General MTherfon, aflem- 
bled to celebrate the day. After dinner, Mr. Hop- 
kinfon (who had joined them but a day or two be- 
fore, and who was a private fentinel) got up on his 
feat, without foHcitation, and without leave, and 
fpoke (or rather fqualled) an oration, which he had 
brought iti his pocket for the purpofe. The whole 
of this oration refembled the bombaftical rant of a 
Bobadil\ but the following paffage of it was un- 
bearable ; — " For my own- part^ 1 folemnly pledge my- 
^^ felfy that I will not furvive the fubjugation oimy 
" country ; / will never furvive under the yoke of 
" a foreign tyrant. This vow I make, not in the 
" rafti intemperance of fpeech, but on a matured 
" and unalterable refolution. I make it in the 
" prefence of God and ttiy country, and look to you 
" as the witnefs.of ;«y fidelity or difgrace." 

For a private foldier^ who did not know how, and 
who, if he had known how, had not ftrength to 
(houlder his muQcet, thus to aflume the heroic tone 
of a Cato, an Arminius, or a Prince of Orange, 
was unpardonable. ^ It was inexpreflibly offenfive. 
All the city were di(g.ufted at his naufeous ego- 
tifm. His enemies laughed; his friends blufhed 
for fhame. While murmurs of reproof were every 
where circulating amongft the latter, I was the 
only perfon, who had the refolution to (how my- 

D 2 feif 
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felf his real friend^ by giving a check to his mordl- 
natc vanity. But whoever looks at my paper of 
the 6th or July, will fee, that I did it in that good- 
natured manner, which could have offended no 
one, who was not abfolutely incurable. 

Hence, however, is to be traced the officious 
rancour of this man towards me. He faw no one 
fake up the pen in his juftification. He had not 
the confidence to defend himfelf. He even felt 
that my reproof was merited, but he had not the 
candour to acknowledge, or the magnanimity to 
forgive it. 

' The peculiar fituation, in which I ftand at this 
time, and the certitude I ha%je that my enemies wiflt to 
draw fomething from mey that may injure me in an ap- 
proaching legal decijion^ prevent me from entering 
into an expofition of his late condu£l ; but " I fo- 
Icmnly pledge my felf " to a public, with whom I 
have ever kept my word, to exhibit to their view 
evidence to prove, that 1 have, more than fufficient 
reafon for all the refentment, that I can poffibly 
entertain againft a being fo far beneath me. For 
the prefcnt, fuffice it to fay, that a few days after 
his bafe and relentlefs enmity had led him even to. 
the indulgence of a hope of beholding fny RUINy I 
met him, by chance, at the Wafhington Tavern, 
where, without the leaft advance on my part^ he 
came down to me from the piazza, i^ok me by the^ 
handy and with as foft a fimper as cheeks like his 
can affume, faid he pas glad to fee me^ and that he 
hoped all my family were well! ! ! — Could you have 
done this, reader ?— I hope not. Sooner would I 
iec my arm wither by my fide, than bare my hand 
to the man whom I bate ! . 

In a temper of mind, with refpeft to him, 'fuch 
as hi» behaviour was calc%ilated to produce, I was 
the other day reprobating th^ idea of a paffivefirm-' 
nefsy when his SONG happened to come athwart 

my 
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my brain. The temptation was ftrong; dnd fyp 
without taking much time to fe]e£t, I feized hold 
of the unfortunate cborus. I did, indeed, ^^ ferve if 
" «p," as he fays; but, it was ** carved as a dilh 
'^ for the eods, and not hacked as a carcafs fit for 
" hounds. If he' were not dead to every fenti* 
ment of gratitude, he would thank me for my ten- 
dernefs, mftead of running cackling s^bout tbrenu 
ening me .with his impotent vengeance, in § place 
Inhere he well knows I cannot prate. 

But, after all, what reafon, as an autk^ (for as an 
author he fmarts), has he to complain of me ? If 
my ridicule be well founded, he ought to profit 
from it, and mend his hand« If it be notj b^ has 
an opportunity, not only to fupport fhe preterifions 
of bis performance, but to prove me a taftelefs 
pretender to criticifm. In (hort, let him, or fom^ 
of his admirers come forward and defend his dog- 
gerel, or let the paftry-cook and trunk-maker h^v^ 
.their due. 

Never was there a man fo lifted up, without 
merit, as Mn Hopkinfon was by this Song. Every 
one who is above a ftate of grovelling ignorance, 
knows, and freely fays, that this SONG is an at- 
tempt at the Bathos^ little inferior to th^ poQm of 
Senator MarftMll. It raged for the moment, not on 
9ccpunt of ita intriniic merit, but be^aufe its re^ 
ception or rejeftion was a trial of the ftrength of 
parties at the play-houfc, A brpomftick fet up 
upon the fiage would have extorted equal plaudits, 
It was not the Jong nor the OMtlm (though be often 
took care to be prefent) that people cared about j 
it was the caufe which they were efpoufing. And 
yet this good fouU like the afs loaded with relicks, 
had the modefly to take all the homage to himfelf. 
The tooting muiician, by a good cudgelling from 
his driver, was awakened from his vain-giorious 
dream^ and if I could but Hatter myfelf that thefe 
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remarks of mine would produce the fame falutary 
efFef> on his brother of ParaafTus, I (hould not 
think my time altogether thrown away. 
' In goings over this my reply, the reader fliQuld 
keep in view the infulting language of my antago- 
'nlft. He begins with calling • me " poor Jinktng 
"Cobbett," Softly, good Grub-ftreet, you have not 
funk me yet. I fhaliyferiw while 1 live, depend on 
It ; .and as to poverty ^ you ihould remember, 'Squire,, 
that /do not live hy favour^ and that I am not re- 
duced to aft the pauper-like farce of " No Song^ no 
** Supper.*' With refpeft to the increafe of my 
fubfcribers, as I do not Ipok upon you as a jaco- 
bin, you are welcome to come and be convinced^ that 
if I do not brag^ it is becaufe I am deficient in a 
quality, which you have the happinefs to profefs in 
fuch an eminent degree. 

As the feeHe and trunklefs ivy naturally crawls 
to, and clings round, the ftately elm, to preferve it^ 
felf from being defpifed and trodden under foot, 
fo fuch a man as Mr. Hopkinfon clings round the 
government and the people. " Porcupine's abufe^' 
fays he, " is more on the government and the general 
*' difpojition of the people^ than on Mr. Hopkinfon or 
*^ his SONG," How he could difcover tdfufe, in 
the criticifm to vyhich he alludes, I cannot imagine j 
but, let it be abufe if he will infift on it, and thea 
let him, if he can; prove that this abufe neccffa- 
rily extends itfelf tp the government and people. 
How came they to be identified with, or, at leaft, 
fo clofely related to> bis beggarly rhyme ? By the 
iipportance which he attaches to it, one would 
imagine that it was nothing lefs than the Magna 
fhart^ of the Union, and that, with it the govern- 
ment as well as the charafiier of the nation muflt 
ftand or fall. It is very natural in the baffled and 
delerted poetafter to feek for a fupport like this ^ 
but> if aia admiration pf hi§ fong be s^teft of at* 

tachni^n^ 
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tachment to the Federal Government^ that govern- 
ment is in a moft defperate vjray. From the fer* 
vile regions of the play-houfe the-fong, like Gf Ira^ 
has already paflfed into the mouths cf the raob, 
where it. begins to grow ftale. There is here and 
there a cobler or a tinker that yet bawls it to the 
beat of bis hammer; but, 'ere fix months (hall 
have paffed, believe me, 'Squire Hopkinfon, it will 
find its way to the vaft receptacle, into which your 
bombaftical pampi/et long ago quiet/y defcended. 

This inftinftive difpofition of feeking for extra- 
neous fupport, has led the modeft creature to at- 
tempt to make bis cau/e the caufe of tJl>e Battalion of 
Biues / He runs about, I am informed, endeavour- 
ing to perfuade people, that, where I fpoke, on 
Friday evening, of his being umted with ^ i^a^id of 
brothers^ and where I fet both him and his band at 
. defiance, I meant to aim a ftroke at the corps, in 
which, it feems, he has enrolled his name. Like 
the wounded deer, he now flies for refuge and 
proteftion, to his former companions, from whom 
his impertinent felf-fufficiency had led him allray. 
But, though neither MTherfon's Blues, iior all the 
people of the country united, fliould check me in 
my literary chafe after him, juftice to that reputa- 
ble battalion and to myfelf calls on me to declare, 
m the moft explicit manner, that in fpeaking of 
^^ his k^d of brothers^' nothing, was farther from 
my thoughts tl^an a reflexion on them. Not only 
do I refpe£t them as. the firft volunteer corps that 
offered their ferviccs in defence of their country 
agai^ift France i not only do I admire their iteady 
perfeveranpe in a foldier-like conduft, and fet the 
higheft value on the eflfefts which their laudable 
(example has produced thrx)Ughout the U. States ; 
pot only Ihouto I be withheld by all thefe confide- 
rations, from hinting any thing to their difadvan- 
t^jge, but, ajpongft them are ranked many indivi- 
duals, 
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duals, for whom I hare the higheft efieem> iwfilh 
whofe cuftom I have been conftantly favored, an4 
whofe perfonal friendfliip I have the honor to en- 
joy. Can it be bejieved then, that I meant to 
wound the feelings of a corps like this, by fiiiking 
every man of them to a level with Mr. Hopkinfon ? 
No ; and he hidws I meant no fuph thing : he well 
^ knows the " band of brothers," to whom I alluded; 
'"and, that the public may know as well as he, I 
will tell them, that I meant his band of brothers of 
-the BAR. ^And, lett he (hould feek for (belter 
here alfp, I afiure him, that I do not rank in this 
band fuch charaders as a Hamilton, a Martin, an 
E. Tilghman, a Lewis^ a Rawle, a Bayard, or a 
Harper. Neither did I mean to include lawyers in 
general, but had in my eye a certain number of indi- 
viduals, whofe characters and condu£l I (hall one 
day place on a record more commodious an^ du- 
rable than a newfpaper. 

Having now deprived the crippled poet of Jiis 
props, I (hould leave him to keep up his fpirits by 
chaunting his own fpui-cheering ftrains, were it not 
that, by the malicious manner in which he con- 
cludes nis attack, I feel myf^lf urged to proceed a 
little further in my chaftifement. 

He fays, ** perhaps Mr. Cobbett, finding hi§ 
f* game almolt up in this country, means now, by 
•* his contempt of American fupport^ to (hew us he 
" has a more Jure .one,^* 

As this inunendo is, in vulgarity of ((yip, fo it 
is in vilenefs pf de(ign> a flavi(h imitation of Brad- 
ford, Bache, Q'Carey, Callender, and all the nu^ 
xnerouis horde pf patriots, domeftic and imported, 
who, fmarting under my juft reprobation of their 
cpndu£t, have had recourfe to this mobi(h and 
powardly calumny, for want of wit, argument, or 
fa£ls, wherewith to furni(h a fair and m^ly reta<r 

liation. Slander is never fo odipus and ^deteftable 
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lis when it relies for credit on the falfe prejudices 
or the vices of mankind* Mr. Hopkinfon> I am 
fure, does me the juflice to belie vft, that I am' not 
made of the fame kind^of ftufF as himfelf; but he 
judges differently of the public whom he pefters 
and infults. He feek^ that be never fliould have 
endured the toils, encount^ed the difficulties^ or 
braved the dangers, in defence of the honour of 
his country, that I have in defence of that of mngy 
without fome profpe£t of a pecuniary renwd ; and 
prefuming (crroneoufly I truft) that his countrymen 
pofibfs the fame -mercenary difpofition, he appeals 
to their venality for a belief of what his reaipn 
and his confcience tell him is a falfehood. Of fuch 
conduct I want words to exprefs ray abhorrence. 
I never could have expeSed it from any man with 
a mind unfophitlicated by the do£irines of repub- 
lican France. Were I to meafur^ my refentment 
by the bafenefs and malignity of this hacki^eyed 
inuendo, and were I armed with the pen of a 
Dr^den or a Swift, then, indeed, fliould I goad the 
inddious calumniator with fting upon iling, 'till the 
city rang with his bowlings, as did the rocks and 
cavem9 with thofe of the vain and perjured Phi* 
]o£tetes. But, as I have not the power, neither 
have I the inclination, to infli£t on him a.punilh- 
ment adequate to his offence. I defire not to per* 

SCtuate the duration of the torments under which 
e now writhes: on the contrary, I fmcereiy wilh 
him his bLVOXilt feaee and fafety I though> indeed, 
I wifli hiofi not to find them in the difgrace and 
diihonour of his country, but in a fpeedy i^eturn to 
that happy obfcuriiyf from which, Uk^ a muniroom, 
he fo lately arpfe^. 

■ • f - ■ . 
* Poor If opkinfon made an attempt t^ do amy the imprt^ion, 
which this pvbHcaiion produced ; and by that attempt, his cb.aracter 
WM bbftcd for ever. He was proved to have come before the pub- 
iffii ana to )ia?e givca his^/r/mr affhttrutm to a lib, 
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United Iriflmen. — Amongft all the various dan- 
gers, which this country has to apprehend, the 
combination of a fet of men, who denominate 
themfel ves United Iriflmen^ is the moft ferious. Their 
organization is fo complete and fo exteniive, and 
their objefits are fo direftly of a rebellious nature, 
that every power of government, and e\'ery exerr 
tion of individuals, (hould be made ufe of to defeat 
their projefts. 

Mr. Fenno has been very induftrious in getting 
information on the fubjeft. He has publidied a 
lift of names, ;/<?/, indeed^ all the names of United Iri/b- 
men, but as dilaffeSed iriflimen; Iriflimen difaf- 
fefted to the government of the United States. 

1 applaud Mr. Fenno's generous zeal in the caufe 
of his country ; but when he publiflied his lift, I 
looked upon it as premature^ for certain reafoos 
which no one could know but myfelf. I therefore 
did not copy his lift ihto my paper; but, fince 
threats have been thrown out againft him, and 
fince he has been actually ajfaulted^ for this publi- 
cation, I am determined to (hew the Democratic 
crew, that there is at leaft one man befides Mr. 
Fenno, who dares openly to efpoufe the caufe of a 
good government in fpite of all the bell of Jaco- 
binifra. 

Lijifrofii Mr. Fenno's paper. 
Samuel Wiley, Teacher in the College. 
John Black, Ditto. 
Thomas M'Adam, Schoolmafter. 
John O'Reillfey, Ditto. 

^ Moffat, Zachary's Court. 

Samuel Parks, ditto. Tavern Keeper. 

- Reynolds. 

Robert Brobfton. 

Duane, alias Jafper Dwight. 

Matthew Lyon, of Vermont, 
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James Carey, 

Matthew Ditto. 

Andrew Magill. 

James T. Callender, Scoub Renegade. 

D. Clarke, Shoe-Jelkr in Market ftreet, 

Lloyd, of Newgate. 

J. D. Burke, late delegate from N. York. 

This lift, trifling as it is, and though it does not 
charge any man with being an United IriJJnnan^ 
threw the whole camp into confufion and uproar. 
The Careys have come forward with a denial, as 
\yill be feen by the following letters, which I alfo 
t^ke from Mr. Fenno's paper. 

Mr. Fenno, 

In your paper of yefterday, after a column of vi- 
fulent abule againft United Iriflimen, you hnve in- 
troduced my name among thofe of fundry perfons, 
who, your readers are given to underftand, are mem- 
bers of that afibciation; and thus, with equal de- 
cency, truth, and juftice, you make me a partici- 
pator of the abufe you fo freely beftow. I am 
willing. Sir, to take your word, that you were not 
the compiler of tbe lift, and that in the infertion 
pf it, you aSed merely as Editor, without pretend- 
ing to vouch for it3 authenticity. But, Sir, Jet me 
a(£ you, how can you reconcile to your duty as 
publiftier of a paper, to attack the chara6ler, at- 
tempt to injure the intcreft, and difturb the peace 
of a feilow citizen, without fully and fatisfa^lorily 
afcertaining the truth of the allegations you briLi>g 
forward? From the very keen fenlibiiity you for- 
merly difpJayed refpetting fome ftridures uj)Oft 
your father, I (hould have expected more tender- 
nefs for the feelings of others, than you have cx- 
j^rcifed on this occaiion. 

To ciofe this lengthy exordium, I now declare 
ifiuequiyocally, that whoever informed you I am a 

• member 
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member of the Society of United Irilhmen, i$ a 
liar, undeferving of confidence. If I do not apply 
any har&er epithets^ it is not becaufe the writer does 
not richly delerve them» but becaufe I think a decent 
regard for the public Ihould forbid the ufe of fuch 
terms as his condud: merits in a newfpapcr. If the 
epithet I ufe is too hard of digeftion, he knows 
where to apply for a remedy. I never in the whole 
courfe of my life attended a meeting of United 
Irifhmen but once, and that was about efghtecn 
months ago. 

Dec. 19. Matthew Car^v. 

Mr. Fenn6, 

Being lad night informed that you had mentioned 
my name, in your paper of Tucfday, as a member 
of the fociety of United Iriftimen, 1 am to requeft 
that you will give equal publicity to my refutation 
of a charge, Mmich Is at once falfe and malicious.^ 

I folemnly declare that I never Was a member of 
the fociety of United Irilhmen, either in Ireland or 
this country ; neither was I ever prefent at any of 
their meetings, nor even propofed as a member, to 
my knowledge. I think it ncceflary, however, to 
mention, that I do not make this declaration to re- 
move any fuppofed odium which may be thought to 
attach to the members of that fociety ; for i believe 
the motives and views of that a(u)ciation to be 
equally laudable and virtuous — (b much fo, that I 
ihould not be deterred from becoming a member, 
nor from continuing if I had been one, by all the 
torrents of abufe with which they have lately been 
honored. My principal view is to (hew the puUic 
how falfe your information is with refpedt to tha^ 
jbciety, even in what occurs almoft' under your very 
nofe; it is therefore reafonable to conclude, that 
your ftatemei^is of the objedts s^nd proceedings of 

rqiiQtQ 
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remote branches of that allbciation muft, at ieali^be 
equally erroneous — much more, it appears^ they 
could not be. 

I am, Sir, 

Your's, &c. 

James Carby. 

Thus we fee that one brother acknowledges hav^ 
ing been an Untied Irijhman^ and that the other thinks 
the motives and views of the aflbciation to be laud^ 
able and virtuous. This is a very pretty way of con-, 
vincirig the public, that Mr. Fenno's information is^ 
falfel It is an Irijh way of doing it. It is well 
known (from the conftitqtion of this fociety) that 
itsobjefts are to aid the rebels in Ireland, or (which 
is moft probable) to aid the French, if occafion 
fliould ferve, againft the Gavernment of the United 
States. Each of thefe objeds is equally hoftile to 
the United States, and yet the Careys have the im- 
pudence to fay, that Mr. Fenno's information is falfe, 
when he clafles them amongft the difaffe^ed Iri/bH 

" Matthezv Ditto*' (1 have laughed at this a hun- 
dred times) Mathew Ditto fays, that he only attended 
a fociety of United Irifhmen. By a perufal of their 
$eft iand rules, it will appear, that he could not attend 
without being a member ; and it will alfo appear, 
from the fame perufal, that he could not ceafc to be 
member without breaking the (hocking oath of fe- 
crecy. The ceremonies of the compa(5l are efTen* 
tially the fame as thofe of free-mafonry. The hor- 
rid oath muft be broken, or the initiated ftill remains 
an United Irifhman. 

1 havclittle inclination to cri(icife on a produdlion 
of Matthew Carey's 5 bur, methinks, that an author 
fhould know how to diftihguilh the parts of fpcech 
to which his words belong. Matthew firft calls rhc 
word liar an epithet, and in the next member of the 
fentcncc he calls it a /^rw. Yet this man has, been 

a vamper 



Digitized by 



Google 



fy GAZETTE SELECTIONS- 

a vamper of geographies, and a grinder of '* Trifles in 
•* Profey Thcfe poor Trifles were the moft un- 
fortunate in the world ; for, though the fineft at- 
tempt at the profaic bathos that I recoiled: to have 
feen,, I do ndc believe that ten copies of them were 
ever fold. The diminutive volume, like a prema- 
ture chicken, periflied with the (hell on its head. 

But/ if Matthew Ditto is deftitute of talents, he 
itiakes it up in fpitefulnefs. What brafs muft a man 
have to talk about the peace of his family being dif^ 
ttirbed by his being ftylcd a difaffe^ed Irijhman^ when, 
in the fame paragraph, he aims a blow at a whole 
family of qrphans, by alluding to what every one 
knows to be a bafe and wicked accufation againft 
their virtuous father ! But the impudence of a De- 
mocrat is to be meafured only by his malignity. 

By the conclufion of Matthew's letter, he is, it 
fecms, as ufual, full of fight. As it appears to be his 
intention to challenge, Mr. Fenno will have a right 
ro choofe wxapons ; and, if I were Fenno, I would 
fight him with a pen. Then we ftiall all enjoy the 
combat. As to any perfonal conflict between them, 
1 hope that, on the part of Fenno, it will always be 
carried on by the point of thejboe. 

To Williatn Collet t^ Printer. — Philadelphia^ Bee. 1 2, 
1798. — Take notice, that 1 have applied to the judges 
of the court of common pleas, for the benefit of the 
infolvent act, and they have appointed Thurfday, the 
27th day of December inftant, at ten o'clock, A. M. 
to hear me and my creditors, at fuch place in the 
city where the court Ihall be held, where you. may 
attend. 

Jokes B. M«Coy. 

Anfjoer. — Mr. M*Coy, I thank you kindly for 
your gracious permiffion to attend at the hearing of 
you and your crcdiDors, and, in- return, I give you my 

permiffion 
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pcrmiffion to keep ''whafi you owe me, or to prefenC 
it to the devil, if you pleafe. 

\ ' , Wnt. Cobbett. 

Philadelphia^ Dec. 19, 1798. 
To William Cobbbtt. 

TaJ^e notice, that I have applied to the honorable 
the judges of the fuprcme court of Pennfylvania^ 
for the benefit of the infolvent adls of this ftate, and 
they have appointed Friday, the 28th inft. to hear 
me and my creditors at fpqh place in the city of 
Philadelphia, where the faid court (hall be then hoU 
den^ where you itiay attend if you chink proper. 
Your humble fervant^ 

Christian GuttAOiR,* 

Anfwer. To Mn Cbrijlian Gullager. — Sir, it is^ I 
truft, unncceflaVy for ^ne to endeavor to expre{s the 
gratitude I feci for your kind invitation. I fhould. 
like, of all things, to make one of fuch a charming 
party ; but, befides that I cannot fpare the time, 1 
am afraid that your guefts would be fo numerou3» 
that w^ {hould have a very lehten cntertainnient. I 
therefore pray thee, good Chriftian, to have me ex- 
cufed. • 

I am. Sir, your moft obliged. 

And obedient humble fervant, 

William Cobbett. 

fVylie, M* Adams, and Biack.-^It will be remem- 
bered by the public, that Mr. Fenno publifhed a 



* This was all that was neceffary to pay off a man's debts ia 
Pennfylvatiia ! Since 1798, a law has been pafTed to aiake the matter 
//// more eajf^t by, rendering one advtrti/ement fufficknt for ati the 
debtors, . - 

- Lift 
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Lift of Di/affeffed Jrijb^ of which the three hamci 
above-mentioned ftood. at the head. That Mtj 
Fenno did not do this without good informatf(ki, 
every one, who has obferved his uniform attachment 
to truth, muft have believed ; yet had two of thefe 
fellows the impudence to come before the public^ 
and accufe him of having told a LIE. 

I think Mr. Fenno carried his complaifance much 
too fai-^ in making his valuable Gazette the vehicle 
of their infolenccj biit, while I differ from him in 
this rcfpca, 1 feel it a dutyi which I owe to the pubr» 
lie and to the government, to prove that his tondted 
with regard to his infolent accufers has been fair, 
upright, and meritorious. 

On Thurfday I ftatcd certain fads, upon the aU 
rooft certain affurance, that ffyiie and Black weje the 
identical difaffelted Irijbmen^ of whom I had heard to 
much in my ftammer neighbourhood; and, upon 
enquiry, fince made, I find that I was not deceived. 

tVylie and 14' Adams boarded at the houfe of Mr. 
Naiban Levify, who is well known to be an old and 
refpedlable inhabitant in the townlhip of Lower 
Dublin. Their difcourfe on politics was, as I be- 
fore obferved, generally of the mod feditious and 
inflammatory nature. They, on all occafions, ex- 
tolled the excellence, and juftified the government, 
of the defpots of Paris, while they as conftantly 
abufcd the Prefidentand General Waftiington. Buti 
though little difference could be perceived in their 
ferttimcnts, H^ylie was far the moft violent and dar- 
ing in his exprcffions. He made no hcfitation to 
declare, and he did adually declare, before his hoft 
and the family, that the Government 6f the United 
States was fit for nothing but \smAn% and Hot'T^tx^ 
TOTS to live under. At another time, he faid that 
France was pcrictWy jujlijiai/e in/eizing theveffels and 
property of the Americans s that Amerixa had behaved 
ungratefully to her; had defrauded her of what teas 
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her due: md^ that Jhe had no other mean than that 
of feizing American property^ to indemnify herfilf for 
what Jhe bad fujfered by American ingratitude and dif^ 
bonefty. To thefe falfe and feditious affcrtions, Mr. 
Leyify replied, and with truth, that Amcica had 
paid her all (he owed her, and before it was due. 
It was in return to this reply (fo natural from the 
mouth of aq American, who heard his country 
blafphemed by a calumnious intruder) that the 
impudent pedagogue told him, he was an imper^ 
tinent fellow ! 1 certainly ftiould have laid thisc roppy 
down, if I had been in Mr. Levify*s place. The 
old man was more moderate : his religion forbade 
him to chaftife the wretch ; but he told him, that 
either he or himfelf muft leave the houfe; and the au- - 
dacious emigrant was adlually turned out to find 
board fomewhere elfe. 

M^Adams behaved with more caution than his 
mefs-mate. He was a foft, fmooth-tongued Teague^ 
always canting about humanity; but this humanity 
did not prevent him from ac knowledgfng, and, I 
believe, boafting, of his being a manufaSurerofVlYi^^ 
before he left Ireland. This pike-maker now keeps 
a fchool near the fign of the Fox Chafe. By the 
time he has given a finijhed education to the youth of 
Oxford and Lower Dublin townlhips, his talents 
may probably be wanted in the far-famed Univerfity 
of the metropolis. 

Black did not come into the neighbourhood till 
toward^ the month of November. He had been, I 
think, about Lancafter, feeking pupils. He was not 
fo unbearably audacious as Wylie ; but, the political 
opinions of all three fquared perfcdlly welL They 
all agreed in their reprobation of the Federal Go- 
vernment and its adminiftration, and were all ob- 
ferved to tejify and exprefs great joy at the prqfpe^ of 
fbefuccefs of the rebels, and their friends the French^ in 
Ireland. 

vot. X. £ , One 
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On€ great fubjed of complaint with them was 
the Alien Bill. The Americans told them, that the 
bill was ain>ed at no innocent petfoti ; and that, if 
their condudl were unexceptionable, that law could 
touch them no more than it could themfelves. This 
they always combatted by fome argument from the 
Hibernian fchool ; but, I truft, that the people of 
America will have the penetration to perceive, in 
their complaints a convincing proof of the neceflity, 
and the good efFeft of this falutary law, JVylie ef-* 
poufes the Caufe of France; ^'//> declares her to 
bejuftifiable in feizing the veffels and property of 
the American nation, and ^//> dreads theefFeds of 
the Alien Bill. Is not the concluiion obvious ? Is it 
not natural that fuch a man fhould dread the effec): 
of this law ? And, is it not neceflary that fuch a man 
Ihould have fomething to dread, fomething to keep 
him in awe, or to force him from the land, whofe 
hofpitality he repays by his calumny, whofe go vern-i 
merit he vilifies, whofe injuries and lofles he rejoices 
at, and whofe bittereft enemies he juftifies and ex- 
tols ? If it be unconjlitutional to give the Chief Ma-, 
giftrate of the country power to drive fuch a bufy 
and hoftile wretch as this out of it, then, indeed, ia 
the Conftitution a bar to the fecurity and happincf* 
of the people. 

One of the heavy charges brought againft Groit 
Britain, by the advocates of the IriSi malcontents, is, 
that Ihe keeps thofe ** poor creatures- in ignorance J' 
I hope this will no longer be alledgcd, now we know 
that one half of the country-fchools in Pennfylvania 
are in the hands of thefe "poor /g7i(?w»/ creatures," 
and that the learned Univcrfity herfelf does not dif- 
dain to folicit their affiftance. That two fuch men 
as Wylie and Black (hould be admitted into this fe- 
minary, will appear more aftonifhing to flrangers 
thw to thpfc who huve the honor to live in its vi- 
cinity, 
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cinit/i and who arc acquainted with the charadlers 
and politics of che perfons who have principally the 
diredion of its concerns* Thofe who know tha^ 
for their fire^maker (a p<^ that might have been 
filled by fome poor hon^ll American) they could be 
content with no one but a member of the Correfpond^ 
ing Society of London^ who, in addition to his political 
virtues^has undergone a Pennfylvania white^walhing 
by the iniblvent ad; thofe who know this circum- 
fiance will think it quite natufal, that preceptors 
ihould be foughi for amongft iuch men as Wylie and 
BlacL 

The reluftance which prevails at prefent, re- 
ipcding giving teftimony againft the internal ene- 
mies of the ftate, is, 1 think, very repfehenfible. 
Ninety-nine written communications out of a hun- 
dred that I have received, containing adcufations, fe- 
rious accusations, againft the Jacobins, are either 
anonymous i 6t accompanied with a requeft, w/, on any 
account^ to make ufe of the writet^s name. I have, of 
late, paid this fpecies of information no other com- 
pliment than that of thrufting it into the fire. What 
motives can thefe informants have for keeping out 
of fight ? Do they tell me lies ? Are they in bodily- 
fear of the defpicable caitiffs whom they accufe ? 
Are they afraid they fhall lofe thcif Jacobin cuftom 
or intercft? Or, are they alhamed to be known as 
decided friends of the Government ? Some of thefe 
motives, or all of them together, muft ever be lurk- 
ing in their minds ; or they certainly would not be 
fo anxious vX^oni fecrecy. Defperate indeed muft be 
the fituation of the Government, when thofe who 
pretend to be its only friends, and who really (how 
themfelves qfficious in fecret^ are afraid to run Ac 
rifk of even their names being mentioned in public ! 
Give me not the man who will come into my houfe, 
or meet me at an oh/cure tavern^ and carefs me \ but 

12 he 
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he who will take tne by the hand in the markeN 
place, that is the friend on whom I will call in the 
hour of dangei' j and I am furc he will never sleny 
nor deceive me. Such is the filent language of go- 
vernment. The Ilatefman muft be an ideot, who 
places any reliailcfc on the patriotifm of men. witb^ 
out a name. It would be like a general's hoping to 
defend a fortrefs with an army of gholls. 

I may, another time, find an opportunity of inveC- 
tigating the caufes of this pufiUanimity ; at prefent 
I fhali only add, that 1 defire no communication 
with thefe political gholls^ either by letter or word 
of mouth. 



SONG, 

Written by an American Gentleman^ and Jung at the 
Celebration of 

ADMIRAL NELSON'S VICTORY. 

From Britain's proud ifland, the Queen of the MaiDj 
Hear the heart-cheering mufic of conqueft again. 
As Vincent and Duncan their triumphs unfurl'd« 
So Nelson, brave Nblson, amazes the world. 

Hearts of oak are her (hipSi hearts of oak are her men, 
They always are ready. 
Steady* boys, fteady, 

To fight and to conquer again and again. 

Like clifF-guarded.iflands his fquadron was moor*d, 
His guns with the bolts of deflrudion were (lor'd) 
As the Angel of vengeance he ordered the fight. 
And flafh'd its red flame on the vifage of Night. 

Hearts of oaki &c. 

How 
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How dread was the fcene on the gloom-fhrouded (lood^ 
WheD Nile's oozy waters were mingled with blQod| 
While darknefs and horror encompafs'd the foe, 
And death in all fhapes laid the Infidels low. ^ 

Hearts of oak» &c. 

With a b«rft as from ^tna, their chief blown in air, 
And their l;>are fiaglefs hulks wrap'd in filent defpair. 
The conflia fubfided : and Nelson fublime, 
In triumph, fent home a whole fleet at. a time. 

Hearts of oak, Jfc, 

Exult little ifland, fair Q^tcen of the Main ! 
We'll echo thy fongs of rejoicing again, ' 

And foon (hall our Eagle, combm'd in the caufe, 
Pifplay his fea-lanrel^'and claim thy applaufe. 

Hearts of oak, &c.* 

Girdling Trees, &c. 6fr.^-On the f3th ult. 
three days after the trial of Matthew Lyon for fedi- 
tion, the office of Mr. John Cook, of Poultney, a re- 
fpedlable young lawyer, wafi broke open^ and his 
papers deftroyed or difperfed. Mr. Cook was a prin- 
cip^il witnefs againft Lyon, on the above trial. — The 
following are the names of perfons arrcfted at the 
fuit of Mr. Cook, 10 refpond the daniages he has 
fuftained ia the depredations on his property; — 
John M*Arthur and Jeremy H. Dwyer, both of 
Lyon's printing office, Daniel M* Arthur, Merrit 
Prieft, and Charles Hawkins, jun. all of Fairhavenj 
Elkanah Aftiley, Poultney. As the guilt or inno- 
cence of thefe perfons will foon be determined in a 
court of juftice, from motives of delicacy we for- 
bear to make any further obfervations, left we might 
be fuppofed to give a bias to the opinion of a jury. - 



f This fong was written by Mr William Cliftow, Jun, 
j|nd was fang at the City Tavern in Philadelphia. 

On 
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On the 6th inftant fome villains girdled a fine 
young fruit-bearing orchard, the property of Mr. 
Silas Hamilton, of Fairhaven; they deftroyed I2Q 
appletrccs. It may be recoUeded that this Mr. Ha- 
milton is the perfon who Matthew Lyon profecuted 
for defamation fome time fmce. It fcems Mr. Ha- 
milton had afferted that Lyon had forged a letter to 
favor his eledion to Congrefs, and had given certain 
five pail kettles for votes. Wc do not know that 
we ftate the defamatory words accurately ; of this 
we are certain, Lyon profecuted Mr. Hamilton for 
defaming his charader. Mr. H. confeffcd the woi-ds, 
iand juftified ; the jury gave a verdidt in his favor, 
and Lyon had to pay cofts. This is the fame man 
who has had his orchard deftroyed. 

On the night of the i pth inft. Mr. Rann, of Poult- 
ney, near to Fairhaven, had a part of the trees of his 
orchard girdled; but the villains were frightened, 
^nd fled before they jiad completed their diabolical 
purpofe. — N. B. Mr, Rann was the lirft perfon whd 
mounted the cockade in that town. 

On the 1 1 th inft. the orchard of Mr. Peter How^ 
of Poultney, was partly deftroyed; feveral fruit- 
bearing apple trees being girdled. — Mr, Peter How- 
is a very honeft pious man*. 

Metallick Points.-^From No(ib Wehjier^s Taper. -^ 
*' We are well afliired that Dr. Perkins, of Con- 
« nedicut, the inventor of the Metallick Tradlors^ 
*' has procured a patent for them from the Britifl^ 
^* Government. 

" Wc feel a pride in noticing this circumftance, 
*' as it is an evident proof that phe efforts of Ame- 



♦ This girdling trees is performed by cutting the bark off for 
about a foot all round che tree, which is furc to kill it. A moft ttc- 
farious, a moft daltardly, a mpft fiendJike fpecies of revenge, thai 
^ems to have been excited by republican political hatfed* 

S ^* rican 
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•* rican Genius, even in the Infant State of our 
** Country, are confidered as highly intcrefting at 
** the very feat of Literature and Experience^ 

** Several Englifli Publications fpeak in very fa- 
^* vourable terms of the Invention. In one, a num- 
*' ber of cures affedled by the ufe of the Tradors, 
** are ftated and authenticated bv perfons of re- 
«* fpedability. From the general good effed: the 
" 'Metallick Traddrs appear to produce in many 
** obftinate and acute diforders, we have rcafon to 
** believe, and fincerely hope, that this Invention 
♦* will be foon highly beneficial to mankind.** 

If Noah had recolleded, that the inventors of 
compofitions for blacking Jboes very cafily obtain pa- 
tents, methinks he would not have adduced a patent 
for the Metallick Points, as an evident proof of the 

fuccefsful efforts of American Genius. 1 know 

fomething about thefe Points. A perfon made me 
a prefent of a pair, and I have frequently tried 
them ; but owing, probably, either to my want of 
faith, or the thicknefs of my (kull, I never fdt any 
other effed from them, than what would have been 
equally well produced by a fork or a (kewer.— 
However, not to withhold any praife, which in my 
confcience I think due to the invention, I think 
proper to obferve, that, though they are perfedly 
ufclefs in any operation on the human body, they ^re 
of great ufe in certain operations on other fub- 
ftanccs. I fpeak from experience here ; for while I 
was in the country laft fummer, I had an old fet of 
chair-harnefs, which was frequently out of order ; 
but which, upon a proper application of thefe va- 
luable points, and a piece of waxed thread, was aU 
ways inftantaneoufly reftored. 

I am ready to allow, that Dodor Perkins has an 
cxclufiye right to the invention, as far as relates to 
the cure of heads, collar-bones, &c. &c. &c. but in 
^hat relates to the cure of harnefs, ihoes^ and all 

the 
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the various forms in leather^ I mull own it to be as 
cxclufively mine ; and to avoid any juft grounds for 
a charge of undermining him» 1 thus early cake an 
opportunity to appfife him of my intention of ap«. 
plying, tor a patent, to the Britifh and American 
governments, from whofe well-known difcernmenr, 

Iuftice, and liberality^ in the patent-granting way, I 
lave not the leaft doubt of receiving the reward due 
to my genius and benevolence. 



January, 1799. 

One of the fons of Prieftley, it is faid, is come to 
the city, in order to take his departure for Old 
England, that land of Jlofvery^ idolairy, penury^ and 
perfecution! That falling nation! — Jt is fuppofed, 
that, having emigrated with a view of becoming a 
Congrefs-man (at lead), and feeing that v)e\y like to 
be for ever eclipfed, he is retiring in dudgeon. — 
It might not be amifs if the Son of Erjkine (the 
*' AvocatdelaRcpubliquc/' the (landing counfcl for 
traitors) were to follow young Prieftley 's example n 
unlefs, indeed, he be travelling, like his father's 
friend, Brijfoi, in order to pick up evidences in favour 
cf republican government, h this be his obje(ft; 1 
can fave him a vaft deal of expencc and trouble. If 
Jie can for a moment quit his bofpitable hofts, and 
come and make me a Ipw bow, throwing alide all 
the flang of the jacobin beau, and all the egotifmof 
the Erlkine; if he will do this for one mbment, I 
will permit him to make a felcdion from my De- 
mocratic Archives, more vajuablc than the evidences 
which he will be able to colled in a ten year's 
peregrination. 

"Jhe Blounls. — Extract of a Report made to Sa- 
muel AsHc, Escu Governor of the State of Nortb 
4 Cazplina^ 
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Carolina^ iy the Board of ComfniJJioners under the a£f^ 
entitled ** An a£l among other thitigs to ejfablijb a board 
for the inveftigation of frauds fuggefted to have been 
committed in the Secretaries office.'' — " The examina- 
tion of the warrants felefted from the entry in J^hm 
Armftrong's office, have led to the difcovery of the 
following fa<5ls : 

*' I ft. In fomc inftances the entry is made by one 
perfon, and the warrant appears in the name of an- 
other, while in the fame inftances no transfer ap- 
pears, nor any mention made of a transfer in the 
book from the original enterer. 

" 2nd. After entries many warrants are noted 
to be detained for non-payment, which warrants arc 
afterwards noted to be iflued, and from the warrant 
it appears that it iflued to a perfon different from xhc 
one interefted* in the entry. 

" 3rd. There are niany meafures on the entry 
book, which have a foul appearance, but it is hard 
to affirm the particular fraud or purpofe they are in- 
tended to anfwer. 

" 4th. In fome inftances two warrants for the 
fame and different perfons not exprefled to be dupli- 
cates, but in the fame number and for different land, 
?re found in the office — where thefe occur we take 
one of them to be forged. 

" 5th. The furvcys returned with the warrants, 
very frequently vary totally from the location as en- 
tered in the book. 

f* 6th. Some of the warrants have been affigned 
by forgeries." 

*^ 7th. But the greateft abufe committed in this 
office, has been the obtaining of duplicate warrants; 
although there wa^ no law to authorife the iffuing 
of duplicates before t Hat which was pafled in the 
year i79t5, a vaft number and to a very large amount 
had previoufly been granted by John Armftrong ; 
ftqx does it appear in moll of the cafes on which 

duplicates 
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duplicates have iffued from the entry-boofc, or from 
any vouchers, on what ground they have been ob^ 
tained. In almoft every inftance of a duplicate 
warrant, the original too has been found, and both 
have paflfed into grants. Where both the original 
and duplicate warrant appear, the original has 
generally undergone an affignment, in fome cafes 
by the owner, in others by Forgery, and thefe ori- 
ginal warrants are laid on a parcel of land different 
from the location in the entry-book, while the 
duplicate is accompanied with a furvey for the 
owner agreeing with the entry. In fome inftances 
an aflignment is forged on the original warrant, 
and the affignee alfo obtains a duplicate in his 
own name. 

" Warrants have been drawn in, the name of 
John Gray Blount and Thomas Blount, for upwards 
of one hundred thoufand acres of land, on all of 
which duplicates have iffued to John G. and Tho^ 
mas Blount; the original of all, thefe are found in 
the office 5 fome of them afligned in the name of 
John G. and Thomas Blount to Stokely Donelfonj 
others of them by Stokely Donelfon, as their attor- 
ney, to himfelf; and fome of them not affigned. 
The furveys on the duplicates are for John Gray 
and Thomas Blount, according with the original en- 
try. The furveys, with the originals, are for Stokely 
Donelfoq, or his afligns. It does not appear on wha^ 
pretence thefe duplicates have iffued. 

The Commiffioners have inclined to the opinion 
that the affignments on thefe are forged. The par- 
ticular inltances in which thefe frauds are exem- 
plified, and the perfons concerned in the perpetra- 
tion of them, will be foi^nd in the felefted warrants 
marked L. herewith fent; to which, for mcxre cer- 
tain information, the commiflionera beg kave to 
refipr yQur excellency. 

This 
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' This Thomas Blotint is a member .of the Houfe of 
jReprefentatives of the United States, and is, at this 
moment, aftually employed in mak'mg lazvs to go- 
vern the Sovereign people ! — " Vivat Refpublica," 
I fay, and let all the world fay amen^ or elfe Til 
call them a fet of -Jrl/iocra/ica/ Vcii'c^.ky the fatelites 
of king-craft and prieft-craft, and the enemies of 
true, equal, republican liberty. — If the people of 
Great Britain are not, from inftances like thi'^, con- 
vinced of the ncccflity of parliamentary reform and 
univerfal fuffrage^ they muft be a fet of obflinate 
wretches, on whom it is in vain. to fpend ones re- 
publican breath, 

Anthony Pafquin, — Among all the curfes that can 
befal a nation^ efpecially a nation litualcd as Ame- 
rica is, I look upon the abufe of the prefs as the 
greateft. Severely, indeed, have thefe ftatcs felt 
this curfe; and it will be found, upon looking over 
the lift of thofe, who have conftantly employed the 
pjrefs in annoying the government, and in encou- 
raging and juftifying the hoftility of France, that 
nine tenths of thetn are malcontents from Great 
Britain and Ireland. To the long ftring of the Cal- 
lenders^ the Careys, the Duanes, the Burks, the 
Bro\yns, the Lloyds, &c. &:c. we are about to 
add the valuable acquifition of " Anthony Pafquiuy 
Efq'* late of London, one of the Editors of that 
vile French hireling paper the Morning Poji, and 
t^e author of the moll infamous abufe on the Prin- 
cefs of Wales. This fellow is arrived at New York, 
and finding the French is a falling c^ufe, is, I am 
told, making an experimental EJfay to extraft gold 
from Federal Gullibility. Whether the New Yorkers 
are foft enough to fweat in his crucible, or not, { 
do not know ; bu): I am refolved they fhall never 
have want of information to plead in excufe for their 
folly and inconfiftency, and therefore I prefent 
theni with the following extraft from the Baviad 

and 
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^nd Maviady a poem by the celebrated Wm, Gif* 
yoRD. 

•• There fancy " Bell's Poetics" only fwect, 
*' And intercept his hawkers in the ftreet; 
** There, fmoking hot, inhale Mit Yendas ftrains, 
. ^' And the rank fume of T0ny Pa/quins brains.** * 

Univerjd 



* " Tony Pasquin.*— I have too much rcfpcA for my reader^ 
to affront them with any fpecimens of this man's poetry, at once 
licentious and dull beyond example : at the fame time I cannot refiQ; 
the temptation of prefenting them with the following ftanzas, written 
hy a friend of mine« and fufficiently illullrative of the charadler ii| 
ijueilion : 

«« Tp Anthony Pa/quhi^ ^fq^ 

Why doft thou tack, moft fimple Anthony, 
The name of Fafqum to thy ribbald ftrains ? 

Is it a fetch of wit, to let us fee. 
Thou, like that ftatue, art devoid of brains ? 

But thou miftak'ft ; for know, tho* Pafquin's he^4 
Be full as hard, and near as thick, as thine; 

Yet has the world admiring on it read 
Many a keen gibe, and many a fportive line ; 

While nothing from thy jobbernowl can (bring 
But impudence and filch; for out, alas! 
• Do what we will, 'tis ftill the fame vile thing. 
Within all brick-duft — and without, all brafs. 

Then blot the name of Pasquin from thy pagc| 
Thou feeft it will not thy poor riff-raff fell. 

Some other would'ft thou take ? I dare engage 
Thy own dctcftcd nam<: will do as w^ll. 

To^Y has taken my friend's advice, and now fells, or attempts 
to fell, " his riff-raff*' under his wan name. 

It has been reprefented to me, that I (hoold do well to avoid al) 
mention of this man ; from a confideration that one fo loft to every 
fenfe of decency and (hame, was a fitter objedl for the Beadle than 
the Mufe. This has induced me to lay afide a fecond caftigation 
^ which I had prepared for him, thopgh I do not thiqk it cjcpedicn^ 
to omit what I had formerly written. 

Here on the rack of Satire let him lie^ 
Fit garbage for the heU*hound Infamy, 

One 
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Vnherfal Suffrage, — ^This right y which the repub- 
licans of the new fchool have contended for with 
fo much warmth, and ifo much metaphyfical non? 
fenfe, never, was brought into difgrace more com- 
pletely than it has been in the new ftate of Ten- 
neffee. We have a million times been told, that, 
\xall the people exercife this inefiimahle right, they 
will' ever be fure, for their own fakes, to fchoofe 
none but men of known fidelity ^ honour ^ and virtue. 
The eleftors of S. Smith, Nicholas, Gallatin, Giles, 
Lyon, lx)gan,' Leib, M*Clenachen, &c. &c. have 
gone pretty far towards eftablilhing the truth of 
this dogma; but the people of the /;//i;//,-and of 
courfe micerruptedy ftate of Tenneffee, have placed the 
matter beyond all difpute. They have elefted, as 
one of their State Senators, William Blount ; that 
fame William Blount, who did, at the time when 
they eleQed him, and who ftill does, ftand im- 
peached of high crimes and mifdemeanors againft 
the United States. And, to prove that this was 
the work of the whole Jlate^ his brother Senators 
have chofen him their Speaker!! — What a rafcal muft 
that be who, after this example, has the impu- 
dence to propofe to the people of England what is 
called a reform of Parliament ! I am no orator ; but, 
with a ftring ot inftances like this, I think I could 



One word more. I am told there are men fo weak as to depre- 
cate this oiiferable obj^^^s ^buicj and fo vaioj as to tolerate his 
praife — for fuch I have nofting but pity; though the fatfe oF Haf- 
rings, fee the *• Pin-baiket to the Children of Thcfpis," holds out 
a dreadful leflbn to the latter — but Ihould there be a man, or wo- 
man—however high their rank — bafe enough to porchafe the venal 
pen of this mifcreant, for the fake of traducing innocence and vir- 
tue; then— I was about to ; but 'tis not neceffary : the pro* 

liigate cowards, who emoloy Antony, can know no feverer punifh-* 
nicnt than the fupport ot a man whofc acquaintance is infamy, and 
whofe touch is poifon," 

fow 
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fow up the bubbling lips of Cauncellor Ego and hU 

colleagues. 

IJancourt, — ^The New York paper, by this day's 
Mail, fcenis to intimate, that the man, who was 
formerly Duke of Liancourty is about to revifit thfi 
United States, if this be true, and I think it is very 
probable, he comes for no good. He is,, perhaps^ 
the only man, that the Defpots of Paris could fend 
out on a coaxing mifllon. He was, while here, inti-* 
mate with Adet, Talleyrand, Moreau, Volney, Col- 
let, Jefferfon, &c. &c, and he was, ftt the fame time, 
equally intimate with Knox, Hamilton, General 
Wafliington, and even the Britifli Embaflador. He 
wiflied very much to fcrape acquaintance with the 
officers civil and military of Canada ; but, the Go- 
vernor of the Upper Province abfolutely refufed to 
fraternize vv^ith him. I often ufed to wonder at the 
conduft of thofe, who feemed to have a juft abhor- 
rence of the French revolution, and yet admitted 
this man to- their intimacy. He was a poor fput- 
tering flavering mortal in converfation. If we were 
to judge of nobility by what comes from the lips, 
this man would pafs for nothing more than a foot- 
man or a groom* I faw in him, for my part, no- 
thing that could make his company Jbearable ; and 
cannot imagine what it was that recommended 
him, unlefs it might be that parafitical behaviour, 
which, I fuppofe, has caufed him to be chofen for 
the projected Embafly to thefe ftates. 

How fallen, how wretched, is this mati! The 
Emigrant, who fled from his country, and who cofn-' 
tinues in exile, though he may have' fallen from 
opulence to poverty; though he be clad in rags, 
and pinched with hunger; though he be fteeped 
to his very chin in mifery; yet it is mifery only that 
he feels; he does not feel himfelf debafed and 
brutified. But, if fuch a man as Liancourt has any 

feelings 
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feelings left, what muft they be at this time?' When 
he recollefts what he waSy and what he ftill might 
have been, had he remained faithful to his king; 
\vhen, in retiring to his ready-furnifhed garret, he 
deals by the palaces which he formerly inhabited;. 
\vhen he goes cringing, cap in hand, to receive the 
commands of a fet of low-bred mifcreants, who, 
fcven years ago, would not have been admitted 
into the company of his valets; what muft be his 
refleftidns? What his fliame, his mortification, and 
remorfe? What torments of mind muft he not en- 
dure? If he be not dead to all kind of feeling, he 
muft, as the poet fays of Lucifer, carry a h^ll about 
in his own breaft. — Let him; it is his juft reward; 
but I hope he will never be able to wheedle the 
Americans into, a participation of his pains. 

Young PrieJiley,''^-^yofeph Priejileyy the fon of fhe 
I)o£J:or, is now in this City of Philadelphia, pre- 
paring^ to take (hip for England. I aflced, the other 
day, how he could think of a return to that coun- 
try 0/ ^^Jlavery?'^ Since that time, I have heard of 
two fa£ts refpefting him, which, without further 
ceremony, I fliall proceed to relate. 

This Jofeph Prieftleyy jun. came to Philadelphia- 
in the year 1793. Soon after his arrival, being in 
difcourfe with a gentleman of the city on the fub- 
jeft of politics, he exultingly remarked, that the 
Monatchy of Great Britain would be overthrown in a 
very little while. The gentleman replied : "not 
** thefe feven years." — Yes," returned Prieftley^ 
*^ in lefs than^w, and I'll bet you a hundred clol- 
« lars of it."—" Done."— " Done."— That the 
young political foothfayer has loft, we all know. 
He has been reminded of it, fince he came to 
town, and has promifed to pay the amount of the 
bet.— I am not fure, that I am quite corrcft as to 
the fum (which is of no confequence), but for the 
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tnith of all the other circumftances I pledge my 
veracity ; and I could have ftated the fum with 
equal confidence, but I did not like to apply for 
information to the gentleman with whom the wa- 
ger was laid. 

This fa£l proves, that the Prieftleans counted 
with great confidence upon a revolutien in. Great 
Britain ; that they enjoyed by anticipation the de- 
throning of their good, their great> and glorious 
old King, and of feeing him brought to an igno- 
minious death ! The man, who could feel plea- 
fure at a profpeft like this> well merits the title of 
a modern philanthropiji. 

The other fa£l will furnifh a pretty fair (becimen 
of Prieftlean morality and patriotifm. — ^Molt of my 
readers will recolleft, that, during the Seffion of 
Congrefs of the year 1794, a propofition was 
brQu«;ht forward in the Houfeof Reprelentatives,yor 
[equejlratingy and holding at the command of gavernffient, 
all the debts due to the BritiJIi fubjeSls. The injuf- 
tice, the tyranny, the diftionefty of this meafure, 
was manifeft to all the world. It excited horror in 
the mind of every man of integrity in the coun- 
try. Hundreds of American Merchants and Tra- 
ders were heard to declare, that no law, no fine, 
no punilhment, fliould induce them to give up their 
books, or talend their aid in defrauding their gene- 
rous creditors, the Merchants ^nd Manufafturers 
of Great Britain. The meafure was, however, feen 
in a very diflferent light by the younger Jofeph^ the 
pious fon of the ^^ patriot y faint ^ and/^g-^." He was 
m the Houfe while the queftion was agitated. 
Sequejlrationy villanous as it feemed to a great 
majority of the people of America, and rejefted 
with difdain as it finally was by Congrefs, did not 
appear villanous enough to merit the approbation 
of the young Jiackney Saint ^ who, -ftepping up to a, 
New-England member, faid : " Why do you ftand 
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^* debating about fequeftratwn ! Why don^t you 
*\/eizi^t ohce?"—" What, Sir/' replied the in- 
dignant American, ** Do you t&ke us for a fet of 
«' rafcaisand thieves ?'* 

I Ihall make no comment on thefe fa^s. I 
know that Prieftley is about to leave what his fa- 
ther has called the '^ land of iqUal liberty,^' for that 
which he has called the "land of ignorance^ bigo- 
** tryy perfecutimy cofruptfoHy and tyranny ;" and I 
think it right to give him a fair oj)portunity of 
putting in his contradiftion, before his departure. 
For any thing, no matter what, that he may judge 
proper to publifh in reply to my ftatement, my 
paper fliall' be open to him. 

Feb. 5th. The pious Prieftley*s pious fon is gone 
to England ; he is departed, and without publifh- 
ing a iingle word in coiifradi£tion to my ftatements 
of the 15th of January. That he would have 
contradifted them, if he could, no one will doubt. 
They muft, thereforie, be regarded as truth by 
every candid man : and the perfon to whom they 
relate, muft be regarded a<s a moft rancorous and 
unprincipled wretch. 

Wm. Cobbett. 

N. B, The perfon," with whom Prieftley laid the 
Ivager, was Mr. Dobson^ the BookfeHer. The 
amount was the price of a fet of Dobfon's En- 
cyclopedia ; about 100 dollars. 

Col. Wadsworth was the Member of Congrefs, 
whom the young " Sainf^ rebuked for not feizing 
the Britifh debts. 

Kofciujko, — " Kofciuiko has lately become the ob-^ 
je£l of attack in the minifterial papery f for what 
good reafon does not appear. Kofciu&o has ever 
been in hoftility to this country, and it would ra» 
ther be hard to blame him on account of the glo<- 
tious though ineffe£hial refiftance which be made to 
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one of the moft ptofiigate and fcandalous ufiurpa^ 
tions recorded in hiftorjr. Thofe who regret the 
fate of the Poles muft venerate Koiciufl(o/' 

This article is taken from the iMdon Gmrkr.-*-^ 
Stop, Monfieur Courier. You are. cither extremely 
audacious, or the Engl^ prints are accuftomed to 
oppofe but a weak refiftance to your efforts in the 
fcrvice of the detefted Direfilory. For my part, I 
am one of thidfe who do not much regret the fate 
of the Poles. I do not think the parcelling out of 
Poland half fo great an evil, as would have been its 
mminal indepmaence under a gang of fubaltem bandit* 
ti, the agents o^ ymr pay-makers at Paris. Far better 
would it have been for Belgium to have been par- 
celled out, than for all its wealth to be drained off 
into France, and its five millions of formerly pious 
and happy inhabitants to be added to the atheifti* 
cal flaves of the new-fledged defpots of the Luxem- 
bourg. 

3ut, allowing that there arc men who ^* regret 
*^ the fate of the Poles," pray, Mtnifieur Courier^ how 
does it follow of n'cceffity that thefe peribns ** muft 
" venerate Kofciujko''? Kofciulko did, indeed, fight, 
and, for aught I know, gallantly, to prevent the rate, 
which is regnetted. But, Monfieur, has he not ful- 
ly proved fince, that it was^r France hevfosjigbtinij 
and not for the liberties of Poland ? 

This fame liberty-warrior fought for American 
Independence, and fo difintcreftcd was he, that he 
would iiot accept of any thing for his fetvices. 
When, however, he found bufmefs dull in Europe, 
he returned hither, and received . itt cajk his full pro- 
portion of what the American fdJdiers received m 
paper. ,I>ifinterefted, generous Kofciuiko 1 

When application was made to Congrefs for the 
payment oi a debt, which,. had already been dif- 
charged in thanks and praifes^ I told the public, that 
he was come hcre^mcrelv for the money ; and thait, 
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the ttioment it was in his pocket, he woiild go to 
France, and become the open enemy of thofe who 
bad relieved him. Many, very many, cundid g^n* 
tlemen faid I judged too haftily ; but^ behold 1 iti 
iefs than a year my prediction was complete- 
ly fulfilled,, and the dtfitUereJled ¥o\^ is in Paris» 
where he now cuts a figure amongft the bitterefl: 
enemies of America and Great Britain, wiib the 
SWORD OF THE fVHIG CLUB hmgins h ^> 
Jide. Grateful Kofciulkb 1 Venerable Kofciuflco ! 

A Toad-Eater. — A " Coitntrymah" aflcs me 
the meaning of the appellation Toad-eaier, 1 am not 
at all furprifed that a ccufaryman, v/ho , generally 
lives upon the fruit of his labour, and breathes the 
fweet air of real independence, fliould not underr 
ftand what a Toad-eater means ; I (hall, therefore, 
endeavour to explain its meaning to him. — A Toad- 
eater^ odd as it may feem, is an animal that walks 
upon two Iqgs. His chief bufinefs in life is to 
fcek his food I and, provided he can obtain the 
end, he is not ddicate about the means ; but the 
quality from which he derives his name, is ftand- 
ingin the gap, und fwa/iowing the faiire that would 
otherwife beforceddown the throat of a rich kmvt 
cr foa/^.TBihtr than do which there is no man of 
fpirit would not fwallow that moft loathfome of 
all creatures, a toad. Hence the name of Toad- , 
eater. — Toad-eaters are feldom found, either in Eu- 
rope or America, any where but in and about great 
cities. They ate or degrees as different as the fer- 
vices they have to perform. Fools and rogues of 
great wealth generally look for them amongft the 
refufe of the three learned profeffionj?,. where they 
can rarely make a bad choice. Calhiered officer's^, 
and players biffed from the ftage, are- alfo a moft 
excellent kind. But all thefe are above the teach 
of di^ fmail game of fatire, who are, therefore, 
obliged to feek toad-eaters el(ewhere» If a petti- 
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fogger, a poetafter, a quack, or a fpurious envoy 
Hands in need of a toad-eater, he looks for him 
among the printers of news-papers. Here he is 
fure to fuite nimfelf ; here, for a fubfcription, ot the 
infertlon of an advertifement, he finds mouths of 
all iizes« and gullets of all dimen(ions,*diftendedto 
jeceive his toad^ with as much joy and gratitude 
as the young ones of the crow receives the carrion 
from her bilT. 

Charity ! ! !—From Claypootis Paper.—'' Booh Set- 
ting very Cheap. — Matthew Carey, propofing to 
quit the Bookfelling bufinefs, offers his Large and 
Valuable Co/IeStion of Books for fale, by retail, at a 
difcount of twelve and a half per cent, from the 
ufual prizes. Thofe who purchafe confiderable 
quantities, (hall have a further difcount/* 

' Jan. 19. 

Ingratitude of a United Ir^an.^^Vrom the above 
advertifement, joined to Carey's defperate condud 
laft Monday, I was perfuaded he muft be in abfo- 
lute want. When dinner-rime came I communicae- 
cd this my perfuafion to my wife, who immediatt- 
ly cut half a dozen dices out of the tcndereft part 
of a fine haunch of Venifon, and fent it to him, 
fmoking hot between two foup-plates, with fome 
good brown gravy and currant-jelly.— -The difa- 
greeable part of the ftory remains to be told^ — In- 
uead of thanks and thoufands of God-Alinighty 
blefs-yous for the relief, he fent back one or the 
plates (after having, I fuppofe, devoured the meat), 
and ordered his meffenger to break it in my (hop, 
which he aftually did, to the no fmall divcrfion of 
the news-carriers. 

I do not think it becoming in any one to hafl of 
the large(res he beftows. I do not ha/i ; what I 
did was no more thaa my duty ; nor would the aft 
ever have been thus recorded by me, were it not to 
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cQntradift a report, which I hear is in circulation, 
that I fent fome bits of raw betf covered with 
Jumps of dotted blood. As to Carey, indeed, he 
might, very likely, miftake venifon and currant^elly 
for raw beef and blood ; but, upon the whole, I 
cannot help adding this to the thoufands ' of mali- 
cious reports, which have been fabricated to do me 
an. injury, and I therefore look upon it as my duty 
to do it away * 

Tom Paine, in a letter to the Direftory, recom- 
mends that if the Englifli execute Iriflimen with 
French commiffions, that the French fhould exe- 
cute fuch Irilh as they take with Englifti commif- 
iions. Adduces the affair of General Lee, of the 
American army, to prove the good efFeft of fpirit. 

This mifcreant yet breathes then ?-?— How the 
monfter muft be mortified at the blading of his pro* 
je£ls and prediftions j^— His new propofition is that 
of a devil, fuch as he is ; but, if it fhould be 
adopted, the loyal Irifh need not care ; for they 
never fall into the hands of the French. And, fhould 
the villains pafs a decree for. putting to death all 
Irifhmen with King George's commiffions. His 
Majefty will only have to order all Frenchmen to 
be put to death, who bear commiffions under the 
five-headed monfler ; and as he has about a hundred 
of them in his power for every one that the French 
have in theirs, the retaliation would b^ in his fa- 
vour. For my part, I fhould not like to be guillo- 
tined: but I fhould die with very little regret, if I 
were certain that my death would produce the death 
of a hundred of the mifcreants who have borne 
eommiffions under the French Diredlory. 

-7 ' 

* In confequence of this the rairins wretch took his coufin be. 
Ibie a magiftiate, and made him takehii oath, that a.morfd of the 
iKat waa not catC9 by him n I 
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CooLBAudR. — ^The followwg letter is a curious 
fpecimen of Decoocratic literature and Democratic 
craft. The fellow, who wrote it> is a trimmer^ By 
the tetter it will he feen that the Federalifts took 
hiXR for a Federalift ; the Democrats depended oa 
him as a Democrat ; he was, therefore, fuppotted 
Vy both parties, but the refult has profed that the 
latter, as ufual, bad mora cunning than the former. 

Sundd^ Evening September iSib 1788 

Smithfietd 

Dear Sir 
Mofe^ Chambers Efqre Agreable to his — Pro 
mife — to you—called at my houfe ki his Way hom« 
but onlucky for me i was Not at home until thi$ 
. evening and to my grate Surprife he informed me 
that my friends was In Confution in Eafton. with 
Refpea to my Conduft with the Democratic Par- 
ty I £aw by your Letter to my Ftriend Shrawder 
that there was a Diflfatisfaxion in Eaftoa with ra.j 
friends by Keeping too much Com|)any with the 
Jackabins but thought k was Intirely Removed 
fiace \ had the plealure of Seeing Mr A Patter- 
£>n Eiqur but at this Late houre I am informed bj 
my friend Ceambers that all is Left for me to Doe 
is ta openly to Declare my Sentaments to the 
Sheeting at trailers which Puts me to Coofiderable 
troble but I am willing to Due any thjbglo Satisfy 
my friends a Report has been Spread that I have 
b^en reprefented in yoiu: borough by Mr Horn as 
being in a Secret underftanding with Each othet 
Now I will Appeal to him if we Ever tngagicd to 
Each other on any Score with Refpefi to ahexiona 
Mr Sitgreaves was talcked of It is true between u& 
and then we was as wide a apart in Comparrifon as 
from here to the anlantick ofhen-^all this paid at 
my houfe but- nothing inEafton. ware I w^aa Seqefbedt 
how Can you Sefpe£l a man that has bee» Ever 

' ' ' I. fathful 
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fathfd to my truft and a Sinccer Lover of our Gon- 
ilitution and moft Solomly Declarje that I ani under 
No Obligation to the other Party what Ever I have 
been told that the other Party had Carryd nie as 
one of their Reprefentatives at their meeting the 
Sincerity of that meeting I Doubting.will make Its 
appearance in the Sequel Mr Rofs called oa me 
on his way home and I ufed him as well as my Ca- 
bin would admit of which I thought was my Du* 
ty - - But if he was a Committe to wait on me he 
Sertainly Did Not Execute his mifion or that I took 
him of So obruply that he only advanced as far as 
Congrifs I Verry franky tojd him that I was ^ for 
Chapman and the fecond would be fome federal 
coarreftor I think this is tantamount to what Pafed 
and further they Never afkd me for my Inteft but 
to Come to the matter in hand Can any rtian So- 
pofe for a moment tfcat a man that has been fo much 
attached to our federal government would Change 
Sides at this Day when I am afraid all the Jacabins 
will have to Come over Er long 1 Changlins; all the 
Wourld that Ever herd me ufe longgage that De- 
noted any thing Like a Democrat as they are calcd- 
the Bearer Mr Heaton is my Neighbour a good 
federal man PIcafe to Inform him what you have 
Done at your meeting I (hall 

be of the Paper I am Sur Yoiis 

JNO COOLBAUGH 
JoHK Arki>t Efqu 

Now, laying afide this man's duplicity and his 
rancour againft the Federal government;, what muft 
foreigners think of a people who could choofe fuch 
an illiterate fellow to -make laws to bind them and 
their children ? He who wrote this defpieable 
fcrawl, it muft be evident to everyone, is incapable, 
not only of framing, but of comprehending a law. 
He muft ftand in need of the advice of his neigh- 
bour. 
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bour, to know how to obey tbe laws after he has 
^iven his voice in oiakin^ them. This is another 
inftance of the ridiculoumefs of the fyftem of imi- 
verfalfuffrage. It will never be well with America^ 
'till fome proportion oi property is required as aqua^ 
lification to vote at elections. 



February^ 1799. 

The difmterejled Kofciujko. — A Paris Paper of No- 
vember 2 1, has the following letter from Kofciufko 
to the Emperor of Rufllia. 

Sire, I profit of the firft moment of the Liberty I 
enjoy under the prote^ling laws of the greateft and 
moji generous nation, to return you the prefcnts that 
your apparent bounty and the atrocity of your mi- 
nifters forced me to accept. If I do wrong, Sire^j 
attribute it only to the irrcfiflible force of the at- 
tachment which I bear for my compatriots (compa- 
nions iA misfortunes), and the hope of yet ferving 
my country. Yes, 1 repeat it. Sire, and I am de- 
firous of making to you the declaration ; your heart 
appeared to me to be touched at my difaftrous iitua- 
tion ; but your minifters and their fatellites have 
not conducted themielves to me according to your 
wilhcs. Should they attempt to impute to my free 
will a mcafure they compelled me to take, I devew 
lope to you, and to all men who know the value of 
honor^ their violence and perfidy 1 and that it will 
be tp them only you owe the publication of their 
crimes 

Receive, Sire, the teftimonic$ of my rcfpeft. 

(Signed) Kosciusko. 

Npw, here is an impudent fellow ! He very wiU 
lingly received prefcnts from the Emperor and his 
minifters ; he comes afterwards, pleads poverty, and 
receives thgufands pf dpUs^rs from the ill-judging 
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liberality of the American Congrcfs; having pock- 
eted this, he goes to France, whence he affeils to re- 
turn (he will never return any of them) the prefcnts 
received from the Emperor of Ruflia, and boafts of 
tht pToteliing laws of the mod watchful, moft jealous 
defpotifm, that ever human beings breathed under. 
Americans, remember I told you, that this fellow 
was no friend of yours, and you now fee him extol- 
ling the generofity of your enemy, the gencrofity of 
that enemy, by whom, he well knows, you have been 
robbed of twenty or thirty millions of dollars ! Tffis 
is an inftanceof the friendfhip of thofe />r^/^W^^ /)^- 
iriotSi thefc citizens of the world. 

It is very evident that Kofciufko is a mere toot in 
the hands of the Diredory ; juft as Stone and Tandy 
and the reft of the traitors are. He is, in fad, the 
** Spurious Envoy** from Poland. The French Sul- 
tans have a gang of thefc mifcreants about their 
heels; with whom they conf^^lt with rcifpcd to the 
intrigues to be employed againft th«ir refpcdive 
countries. — I believe there is no American Envoy 
fent near the Grand Republic at prefcnt ; but Citi- 
zen Joel Barlow, the pfalm-finger, appears to he 
the Charge d* Affaires. 

To John Taylor, the great Patriot of Virginia. 
Ci^TiZEN Taylor, 

I rake the liberty to approach you with the repub- 
lication of a fmall work, which I haye juft received 
from England. It is a record of the glorious deeds- 
of a band of patriots of ancient days. You will find 
that they were juft the fame rough, honeft, brave, 
and liberty-loving fouls as thofeof the prefent time; 
that, whether in their motives, their condud, their 
principles, or their manners, the democrats of the 
enlightened eigbteenib century arc no more than imi- 
tators of thofeof the thirteenth i that Virginia is but 
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another Beauvoifin^ and that the famous Jii^bn 7aylar 
is no more than an humble follower of the Crwrf 
Man JaqUes. 

At the fame time, however, that I fay this, I beg 
to be under ftood as not wiftiing to leffen the me- 
rits of you or your affociatcs, or to deprive you 
of thofe honours and rewards that are certainly your 
due. That your followers may live to experience 
the efFedts of enlifting under your banners, and that, 
like your great predeccflbr, you may finally feceive 
Ae crown which your patriotic endeavours fo juftly 
dcferve, is the fincere prayer of 

Pete^i Porcupine. 

An Hi {lory of the Jaquerie in France ^ in the Tear 1358, 
with an Account of their horrid Cruelties and final 
Extirpation ', taken from Barnes's Hiftory of the moft 
vi5forious Monarch Edward IIL * • 

" The mean while, as if all the vials of God's 
wrath were jiow to be poured out all together upon . 
the unhappy King John's people, there arofe in- 
France another plague, more terrible than any hi- 
therto mentioned. For whether on occafion of the 
oppreflion of the great men, or the intolerable pre- 
fumption of the poor, foon after the deliverance of 
Charles, King of Navarre, z, fort of rafcally clowns 
began their feditious alTennrblies in Beauvoifin and 
Brie, about SoilTons, and the river of Marne, which 
threatened a total deftrudion to all the nobility and 
gentry of France. For they proved juft fuch level- 
lers, as, fome twenty-three years after, in the days of 
King Richard II. Wat Tyler, and Jack Straw were 
here in England. 

" At firft they were not paffing an hundrcd,-or 
fuch a matter, who gathering together out of the 
little villages, without any head or captain, and 
being met fome where in Beauvoifin, faid among 
thcmfelves, < How thcfe nobles, knights, efquires, 
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and gcndeni«n. were a fliame and burden to the UmJ, 
and that it would be as laudable to deftroy them for 
their vitlainy, as profitable for their wealth.' And 
they all cried out it was true, and faid with one 
voixre, * A fhamc on him that doth not his beft to 
xcot out all the gentlemen of the land/ Being thus 
fuddcnlf gathered aod agreed^ without either cap^ 
tain or weapofis, except. what their own ungodly 
madnefs armed them with, as .prongs^ ftaves, and 
the like;, tbey went forthwith to a knight's houfc 
hard by, which having brolccn up, tbey flew him 
and his lady, and all his children, great and fmall, 
and fired the houfc Upon them ; which done, they 
proceeded to another houfe, a caille, where they took 
the caiptain thereof, a knight, and bound him faft 
toa»fl:ake,and raviftied his wife and daughter before 
his face, and then flew the lady and her daughter, 
and the reft of his children ; and laftly, tormented 
the knight himfelf to death, and burnt and beat 
down the caflile, the like whereof they did to fevcral 
other caffcles, and gentlemens' houfes. And fl:ill as 
they went on, they increafed like a rolling fnow- 
faall ; fo that prefcntly they were grown to above 
6oQd in number, for all ungracious villains like 
thcmfelves fell to them. Wherefore all the gentle- 
men about the country, with their Wives and chiU 
dren^ fled away before them, ten or twenty leagues 
off, for their b.etter fccurity, leaving bgth their 
houfes and goods at the difcrction of thefe bafe 
rafcals. 

** Thu3 did this diforderly n»iltitude range about, 
robbing and burning of houfes, palaces, and man- 
flons, murdering and tormenting all gentlemen-tbey 
could, lay their hands on^ and ra.vifliing young ladies 
atnd gentlcwboicn, and committing fuch horrid viU 
lames a3 can hardly be imagined. And he of their 
company who was mofl: <^ing and cxquifite in 
cruelty and wickcdncfs, had the highelt efl:cem 

amongft 



Digitized by 



Google 



99 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

amongft them. At firfl: they had no head to follotr 
or obey, but now there was found amongft them one 
Jaques of Clermont, in Beauvoifin, who was fo dia- 
bolically excellent at thefc damnable inventions of 
doing mifchicf, that, as the mod ungracious of all, 
they chofe him for their king and captain, named 
him Jaques the Good Man : and thence their whole 
tribe obtained to be called the Jaqui^re. 

" This incarnate devil of a King having firft 
cruelly flain a noble knight of thofc parts, caufed 
hirh to be fpittcd and roafted at a fire, in fight of 
the lady his wife and children, and after that ten or 
a dozen had in a moft fiiameful manner violated the 
lady, they compelled her to eat her hufband's flefti, 
and then put to death both her and her children. 
And at this rate they raged and prevailed in Beau- 
voifin, about Corbie, Amiens, and Mondidicr, de* 
itroying and burning more than thrcc-fcore good 
houfes and'caftles. And at the fame time the like 
fury feized the peafants and other villainous wretches 
in Brie and Artois, but efpccially in Brie, fo that all 
the ladies, knights, and efquires of thofe parts were 
fain to fly away to Meaux, on the Marne, for their 
defence. And among them were the Duchefs of 
Normandy and the Duchefs of Orleans, the one 
fiiler-in-law, and the other daughter-inJaw to King 
John, with feveral other ladies and gentlemen, all 
who were obliged to fly thither for prefervation of 
their lives and honours. And all the country on 
each fide the Marne, as between Paris and Noyon, 
and about Soiflbns and Crcfiy en Valois, and on the 
other fide as far as Montmiriel and Efpcrnay, was 
overrun by thcfe -wretched creatures ; and more than 
an hundred caftles and ftrong edifices, belonging to 
the nobility and gentry, utterly defaced and ruined. 
Wherefore the gentlemen of Beauvoifin^ Corbois, 
and Vermandois, being alarmed at the horrible 
outrage of thele people, fcnt to their friends in 
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l^anders, Hainault, Brabant, aild Luxerhbiirghj for 
their afliffance. Whereupon being fpeedilf rein- 
forced, they took courage and rode about the coun- 
try in ftrong bodies, and wherever they met with 
thefc ungracious levellers, they flew them without 
mercy, and hanged them on the trees in clutters ; 
and furcly it was high time to take them up, for if they 
had been all joined together, they had made above 
a bunirsgd thou/and men. When they were taken and 
queftioned why they did fuch diabolical deeds, they 
had nothing to fey, but that' they could not help it^ 
they only did as they faw others do ; // being their de^ 
fign to dejlroy all the nobles and gentlemen in the world. 
** One day the King of Navarre flew of thefc 
people about 3CX)0, near Clermont, in Beauvoifin ; 
and at the fame time there came out of Pruflia from 
the holy war. Gallon Phccbus, Earl of Foix, and his 
coqfin, John Greilly, Lord of Kendale and Be- 
nanges, and knight of the garter, commonly called 
the Captal of Buche, a true and conftant lover of 
the Englifli nation. When the truce was taken be- 
tween the realms, this noble and valiant gentleman, 
with the Lord Walter Fauconherg, an Englifti ba- 
ron, and feveral others, as well French and Gaf- 
cogner, as Englifli, went into Pruflia to fight againft 
the enemies of the Chrifl:ian religion, and being now 
tipon their return, on the borders of France, they 
heard of the great havoc thefe unhappy niultitudes 
made among the nobility; and that the Duchefs of 
Normandy, and the Duke of Orleans, and his du- 
chefs, with more than three hundred other ladies 
and gentlewomen, were, in great fear, fled into the 
city of Meaux for refuge. Where the aforefaid lords 
agreed to go and comfort thefc ladies, and to ofl^er 
their lives in their fcrvice ; for though the Captal 
and other Englifli lords were there, yet the truce 
being now between the two kings, they might fafely 
ride through that kingdom ; and befldes, the cauie 
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kfelf was able to juftify them, all the country ftandU 
ing in need of fuch ,protedors« Tliey were in all 
threefcore mod accompliihed of arms» lords and 
knights, bcfides their efquires and iervants, all who 
were well provided for war ; and being come in 
time to Meaux, they were heartily welcome to the 
Duke of Orleans, and the ladies with him ; and im- 
mediately the French lords and gentlemen there* 
abouts joined them. 

<* The meanwhile, the rafcais of the Jaqaerie hear- 
ing what a number of ladies and gentleivien, and 
noblemens* children, were gathered together ia 
Meaux, taking unto them the rebels of Valois, and 
fome of the commons of Paris, marched thither as 
to a certain prize. Upon their firft fetting forth, 
they were about nine thoufand, and tvtry day they 
increafed as they paiTed on, till they came to Meaux, 
the commons of which city, out of fear, as they 
pretended, or rather in connivance at their wicked- 
nefs, fet open their gates, and gave them leave to 
enter. Immediately all the ftreets were full of them, 
even to the market-place, where all the nobles, 
kiiights, and ladies were lodged in a flxong houfe> 
envjroned by the river of Marne. ^ 

*^ Yet, notwithftanding the prefcnce of thefe va- 
liant knights, when the ladies faw fuch multitudes 
of the rabble coming againft them, they were in an 
heavy taking for doubt of their lives and honour* 
But at that inftant the Earl of Foix, the Lord John 
Grcilly, the Lord Fauconberg, and rhi^r company, 
being all gallantly mounted, rode toward the gate 
that looks to the market-place, and fallied forth in 
Marlikic order, fetting fiercely upon the levellers, 
who were but indifferently armed, and held but little 
array, being more ignorant in the arts of war than 
in the pradlice of brutilh cruelty. Befides the three 
lords afdrefaid, there was alfo the Duke of Orleans 
with his banner, and their whole number exceeding 
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not 50Q, but th^y were all well armedj expert, and 
gallant men, and led on by captains of high cou- 
rage and conduA ; wherefore, when this rafcally 
rabble law thefe warriors all Ihining in armour, faU 
lying forth on their barbed horfes ready to defend 
the place, the foremoft of them gave back in great 
confufion, and the gentlemen fell in upon them with 
fwords, fpears, and battle axes. But when the bar.* 
barous clowns felt and faw the mighty ftrokes they 
g^ve, and how nothing they had could rcfift thenv 
they all began to turn their backs, and for hade fell 
foul upon one another. Then all the noblemen^ 
having quitted the barriers and won the head of the 
ftreet, ruflied forth in good martial order, and flew 
in with great fury among the thickeft of their ene- 
mies, whom they beat down by heaps, and flew them 
like beatts, driving them before their faces fo hat- 
tily, that hundreds of them leapti into the river. In 
ihort, they flew of them that day more than' 7000^ 
and not one pf them had efcaped, but that the vic- 
tors were fo wearied with the execution, that they 
were not able to follow the chafe, and pick them 
from all parts where they were fcattered. Now at 
laft, when all thefe m^n of arms were returned to 
the town, with one confent ibey fct it on fire, and 
Jnirnt it to the ground, and all the commons oi 
the town whom they could inclofe therein, becaufe 
they had fo perfidioufly taken part with the Jaquerie, 
and let them in at their gates. Their captain, 
Ja(|ues^ the Good Man, being there taken alive, 
was fcnt to the Dauphin, who, underftanding that 
he had afllimed the name of a king, caufed him to 
be crowned with a trivet, or the three-legged frame 
of an iron Ikillet, red hot, and fo to be hanged, in 
requital of all his barbarous cruelties. 

*': After this notable difcomfiture, and the terrible 
example done at Meaux, they were never able to 
make any conliderabie head again; for the young 
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Lord Ingelram de Courcy, a valiant barbn both ot 
England and France, with certain flying troops of 
both nations, fcoured about through all the coun-^ 
try ; and ft 11 1, as faft as he could pick them up, he 
put them to death without pity." 

This hiftory of the patriots of the thirteenth cen* 
tury, is publifticd " to ftiew the people of England^ 
« that the French peafantry have always been the 
*• fame brutal creatures, when unreftrained by law.** 
But, with all due fubmiflion to the better under* 
Handing of this fagacious bookfeller, I think the 
hiftory is more valuable as an example to the nobility 
and gentry of the'prefent age.s If, in the year 1790, 
there had been a Gajlon de Foix, a Baron de Faucmierg 
a young! Lord Ingleram de Courcy^ and a Dauphin 
Charles, wc never ftiould havefeen La Fayette leading 
his king and queen captive ; we never fliould have 
feen Marat a legiflator; we never ihould have heard 
of the reign of Kobefpierre, or of that of the Five- 
headed Morifter. — " But, the age of Chivalry was 
, •* gone ;•* the prop was mouldered away, the palace 
fell, and the dirt covered it. 

Should the Jaquerie of Virginia proceed in their 
patriotic labours, I am much afraid the ancient do^ 
vtinion^ would be very deficient in Knights and Ef^ 
quires. The diftreffed damfels would, I fear, find 
the lords of the domain engaged at the gambling 
tables, or funk down in the arms of their property. 
The knights of the thirteenth century were the cdp^^ 
iives of their miftrejfes j in thtf enlightened eighteenth 
century the relationfhip is revcrfcd, the miftrefles 
are cajplives of the knights. 

<* A bill was prefented, ^nd read in the North 
Carolina aflembly, infliding an heavy fine on ahy 
white man having connexion with any negro or wo- 
man of colour, and in default of payment thereof 
on conviiflion, corporal puniftiment ; but this bill, 
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fo much more neccffary and honorable to nature 
•was thrown out." . 

This law muft have been propofed by fome ene- 
my to the Southern States. Such a meafure would 
put almoft a total flop to population in thofe en- 
lightened countries. And befides, it is quite con- 
trary to every principle of liberty, to cultivating, 
improving, and making ufe of his /)r(?/>^r(y, in any 
manner he pleafes. — The propofition muft have 
arifen from arifiocratic notions ; from thofe notions 
of different ranks amongf^ men, which pure repub^ 
licanifm fo pointedly difavows. 

United Irijh iJ/i?/.— When Noah Webfter and thou^ 
fands of oihers, whofe rancour againft Great Britaia 
fwallowed up every other confidcration, were ex- 
claiming againft the oppreflion exercifed by that 
nation over the Irifh ; when they were ftiedding hy- 
pocritical tears for the " opprcfled peafantry of Ire^ 
** land,'* and applauding their "noble exertions im 
*' the caufe of freedom;" when they were thus giv- 
ing all their countenance, and all the encourage- 
ment in their power, to that nefarious combination 
denominated the IriJh Union^ they little imagined 
that the principles, and even the members or that 
union would one day be a terror and a torment to 
America, '^hat day is now come i and, what muft 
greatly add to the mortification of the quandum 
friends of the Irifti malcontents, is, it is come after 
Ireland is reftored to order and bappinefs. Thus far by 
way of preface. 

Laft Sunday four men, to wit, Reynolds (com- 
monly called DoSior Reynolds); Duane, Mother 
Bache's editor; one Moore, lately from Ireland; 
Rice, a clerk ; and Cummens, a journeyman Printer, 
were apprehended and taken before Robert Whar- 
ton, Efq. mayor of the city, for a RIOT, the fccne 
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of which was at the Roman Catholic Church, in 
Fourth ftreet. 

During divine fervicc fomfe of them went and 
fluck up placards on the walls to the following pur- 
port : 

** The natives of Ireland who' worihip at th?s 
"Church, are requefted to remain in the yard after 
*' Divine fervice, until they have af^xed their names 
/' to a memorial for the repeal of the Alien Bill.*' 

The truftees and forhc of the congregation pulled 
down thefe placards; they were fluck up againy and 
again pulled down. The prieft, who was mformed 
of the matter, gave directions that the congregation 
fhould be apprized of it, in order that they might 
be prepared, fiiould a riot take place.-— When the 
church broke up, a man was perci^ived (landing on 
a tomb-ftone, haranguing fbme twenty or thirty 

{>erIon8, fome of whom had already figned a paper 
ying on the tomb-ftone. This orator and his group 
were dilperfed by the truftees. In the meanwhile, 
Reynolds, who was placed at the eaft: end of the 
church, and who had been ordere4 oyt, drew a piC« 
tol, and prefented it at the breaft of one of the con- 
gregation. It was forced from him, and he was 
taken into cuftody along with the others. 

While the prifoners were before the mayor, a 
fcene took place, which, 1 am bold to fay, was never 
equalled ; no, not even in republican France^ 

The Mayor was engaged in taking the recogni- 
zances, when in ruftied M*Kean, the Democratie 
Judge, violently agitated with paffion. In an im- 
perious and infolent tone he afked the Mayor, what 
all x\C\%fuj5 was about,? The Mayor began to ex- 
plain the affair to him. When the ludge had IiC« 
tened to him for fome time, he replied, that the men 
might take their h^ts and go home. He made fever^l 
ether very dariojg and in^knt remarks. 
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A gehtlcman', who was pf cferit, went up to M'Kearty 
and alked him what he meant by aflcrting that the 
]^rifonei's might go away home-? He denied having 
faid fo ; the gferitleiiian cdlled on the bye-ftanders 
a^s witheflcs, who declared tbnt be did fay fo. Sdmc 
time after this he went oiit of the Mayor's houfe. 

NoiV, I call upon ihy readers; updn men who 
have been ufed to look upon the laws as facred, and 
upon the channel of juftice as p\ivt and uiiinter- 
fupted ; 1 call upon uich men to cxprefs their iti- 
dignation, their abhorrence, at the Outrageous cbn- 
du6t of this Judge. 

M^Kean, in his chdrge agdinft the, in drder to ex- 
cite a horror of my offence in the minds of the 
Grand Jury, took infinite pains to heighten the refpeS 
due to magiftrates, and reminded them of the pdwer 
of a fingle juftice of the peace to bind bVer or im- 
prifon any one who fhould " fpeak words of con- 
" tempt agairtft a jufl:ice of the peace or niayor, 
** even tbou^fucb juftice or mayor were not then in 
** the execution of bis office^*' And this is the very 
liian, who now goes, while the mayor of the city 
is in the adtual execution of his officCi and not only 
" fpeaks words oi contempt againft him;'* but inter ^ 
feres in the execution of his office, attempts to defend 
the conduct of the rioters , and daringly aflerts, that 
they may take their hats and go home, while they ftand 
there before the mayor, in cuftody of his conftables, 
and under his warrant ! ! ! 

What; would the people of England-^but why do 
I appeal to a free nation ?-^Avhat would the people 
^f Turkey or of Algiers fay, to fuch barefaced out- 
rageous conduft in a man, who ftands at the head 
of thofe^ whofe officcfit is to adminifter^«///V/?.^ 

That the Mayor did not commit to jail this con- 
temptuous intruder, cannot be afcribed to his want 
isi power, nor can it, by thofe who kpow his cha-» 
rafter, be afcribed to want offpirrt. Some pcrfons 
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afcribed it to his refpeA to the age of the offender; 
but accompanied with fuch behaviour, age ceafes to 
be refpedtable in the eyes of every one but an ideot. 
No; the Mayor certainly was ftruck with the enor- 
mity of the offence; and he undoubtedly thought, 
that one ftep more ferious than a commitment; and 
inoxtfalutary^nAlafthi^ in its effcds ought to be 
taken. That fuch will prove to have been the 
caufe of his apparent lenity, 1 feci the ftrongeft af- 
furance.* It is mpojfible^ abfolutcly impofiible, that 
fjich an outrage of every thing facred (hould go un- 
punifhed ; if it does, farewell to even the hope of 
prefer virig any thing like freedom in Pennfylvania. 

Judge M'Kean. — ** His Honor," the " Dodor of 
•^ Laws, &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c." 
does certainly fe^l fomewhat alarmed on account of 
his cendudl on Sunday laft; and, I truft in God, and 
in the fpirit of the Philadelphians, that his alarm is 
not groundlefs. If the outrage committed by him 
at the Mayor's houfe is fuffercd to efcape m ithout 
punifhment, there is no fuch thing as jufticc in 
JPennfylvania, and without y/////V^, fecurity for either 
perfon or, property cannot exift. 

The grofs infult offered to the Mayor by M*Kean, 
as mentioned in yefterday's paper, fuch a daring at- 
tempt to impede the caufe of juftice, muft roufe 
(indeed it has roufcd) the indignation of every man 
who has the leaft regard for the credit of his coun- 
try. The independence of juries and of magiftrates is 
the grand charafteriftic marks of all governments 
which breathe the fpirit of the Englifh law. It is, 
indeed, that alone which makes thofe governments 
any thing better than the governments of Ruflia, 
Pruffia, Turkey, or Spain. That independence is the 
only fecurity againft tyrants^ high in office, and 
againft low-bred ruffian mobs ; artd that independence 
Jud^ M^'Kean has attempted to de/troy. 
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But his conduA before the Mayor dcferves atten- 
tion in another point of view. Interfering with the 
chief magiftrate of the city ; interrupting and in- 
fulting him in the adtual execution of his office; 
telling him he was adtuated by party motives i and 
aflcrting that the rioters, who ftood prifoners under 
his warrant, might take their hats and go home; 
all this is, indeed, mofl fcandalous and criminal, 
but it is not feen in its proper light till its rffe£ls are 
taken into the view. 

The prifoners had been guilty of a mofl: daring 
breach of the laws both of God and man ; yet, not- 
wichfl:anding this, they faw their condudt jufl:ified 
by the Chief Juflice of the fl-ate, hy the very man 
ztbom they well knew was to prefide at their trial I 
What an encoungcmenr ! They could entertain no 
dread of^coming before a Judge, who could fo far 
get the better of fhame and of fear as to efpoufe 
their caufe in the teeth of the magifliratc by whom 
they were apprehended. 

And what efFedl, think you, muft fuch conduft in 
a Chief Jullice have on the villains, who are now 
meditating mifchief? Will they not reafon thus?— 
•* Let us be bold; we have nothing to fear; for, 
** even in cafe of being deteded and apprehended, 
** the Judge, before whom we muft finally be tried^ has 
*• openly efpoufcd the caufe of our companions/* 
If this reafoning would be corred:, and that it would 
I think no one will deny, ought fuch a Judge ftill 
to fit on the bench ? Ought any judge to fit on the 
bench, when the knowledge of his fitting there ope- 
rafes as ?n encouragement to riot, and to air its 
fcandalous and horrid confequences ? The law,, in 
the hands of fuch a judge, in place of being the ' 
terror, becomes the mockery of evil doers, and a • 
terror to the innocent only. 

It is mentioned of the Democratic Judge, and it 
ought never to be forgotten, that the day after- the 
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grand jury had returned his bill of indidment againft 
ipe, ignoramVfS^ he obferyed in open courCj that there 
was a recent ivftance of a grand jury's not doing tbei)^ 
duty ; as if the duty of a grand Jury jconfilted folely 
in finding bills. Thjs was a nioft odious infinuation. 
The Englifti reviewers, in noticing this part of the 
DemQcratic judge's condud, brc^«^ QUt in a ftrain 
of reprobation, wch as they fcldom give way to, and 
call upon the people of England to bUfs- God that 
iifey are not republicans. Thus has the behavior of 
this man, not only funk the ftate of Pennfylvania, 
but the whole Anierican nation, and all republics^ 
in the eyes of a cpniiderable portion of the world. 
Ihtjuftice of this qpinipn of foreigners will, p^r^ 
haps, be called in queilion : It will be faid, that 
they ought not to judge of the whole American 
people from the condudt of one man. Were this; on^ . 
man a private citizen* I ihould allow this reaibning 
to be corrcft; but it is known that he was zjudge\ 
the Chief Judge of the firft ftate in the union ; and 
it is known alfo that he is /till a Judge. No nation 
is changeable with the deeds of their rulers, unlefs 
thofe dpeds receive HsfanSion^ cither by open appro* 
bation or filcnc acquiefcence, and then it is fairlj! 
chargeiable with them all. denerous foreigners 
may, indeed, be more inclined to pity than to cen-. 
furc fuch agnation; but, we ftiould well remember, 
that the pity which is bellowed on nations, borders 
ytxyTitKxIy on contempt. 

Napper Tandy at Rutland.-^*}. No^y's the lime for 
** mirth and glee i'* fun is beconie the order of th^ 
day, and therefore I truft my readers will look upon 
the following article as exceedingly well timed* \% 
;s taiccn from a^ Dublin paper, and contains an ac« 
count of che gallant Napper's landing ^t, and his 
retreat from, the little town of Rutland in Ireland. 
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** Know, Europe, that after a fix years abfcncc; 
devoted to freedom. Citizen Tandy has revifitcd 
his native land: glorious France, which can fend 
Buonaparte to Alexandria; and Tandy to Rutland ! 

** A national corvette wafted to hi$ native Ihore 
the returning patriot : an aA of parliament pafled to 
call the hero to his trial : ** try me in the field of 
** battle," faid the hero, pulling ujp his breeches. 

•" The national corvette hoifted Englifti colours, 
and a pilot boat came on board to perform the 
offices of friendihip. ' 1 am come,' faid Tandy to 
the pilots, < to proclaim freedom to Ireland/ The 
national corvette hoifted the tri-coloured flag. — 

* You are my prifoners,' faid the mafter of thfe cor- 
vette to the pilots ; * pilot me into your harbour at 

* your peril.* — The gracious prefence of Citizen 
Tandy calmed the fears of fhe pilots ; the wilhes 
of the friends of freedom wafted the boat to the 
Ibofe. * 'Twere bcft to fccure a retreat,* faid the 

* prudent citizen.. The pilots were handcuffed, and 
four cuira fliers remained to guard the barge. 

*' The citizen — the general — Tandy lands: — Pen-^ 
cils of Titian or of Rubens, can you do juftice to 
his aufpicious and majeftic port ! See the down* 
caft melancholy of one of his cycB^ looking on his 
proftrate country, while the other, turned from the 
difgraceful pidure, looks up to the genius of liberty 
for his protedion! Mark his tremulous head! his 
quivi&ringlip! his-creft ered! hisftcpof enterprize! 
• — Huflied be all meaner founds, the general fpeaks : 

' Order breakfaft at the inn,' were the firft fimplc 
cxpreflions which he uttered. An aid-dc-camp haf- 
tehed to obey the welcome order : but wherefore 
flops the general ? — dreadful enquiry — * The fign of 

* the king*s arms !' faid the patriot-^' I difdaiii to 
^ enter it ; conduct me to another/ Other there 
was none ; the fign was removed, and the conde-, 
fccnding general entered this room. 
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" The oftler came out to take the horfes : ^ Wc 

* have no horfes yet, citizen/ faid the general's aid- 
de-camp; * we are difmounted cavalry.* f Beder^ 
(beitty faid the oftler. 

" Breakfaft was announced, and breakfaft was 
eaten; five full-grown turkeys paid the chearful tri- 
bute of their eggs to welcome the hero to the foil 
from whence he fprung; a fixth refufed 5 the hero- 
ivas in a rage ; three mutton kidneys appeafed his 
ftomach. 

* Lead me to the town-hall/ faid the general, after 
breakfaft. ' We have no town-hall, faid the fifl>er- 
men of Rutland. The benign general fmiled com- 
paflion on the unenlightened fiflicrmcn. And now 
beneath the free expanfe of univerfal Heaven, a tri- 
bune was eredled in the market-place; the machine 
on which the vidlims of an opprcflive ariftocracy had 
once been forced to ftand, now miniftered in its 
turn to the caufe of liberty ; on this was ereded the 
tribune, and the citizen ^',eneral proceeded to unfold > 
his commiffion; Achilles at the treakfaft, he was ^ 
Caefar in the tribune : 

* Liberty ! (the citizen hummed to clsar his 
voice.) 

* Fraternity! (hum.) — Equality! (hum.) 

* The Irifh Union' — (great hum, after which his 
voice refumed its wonted fweetnefs, and he pro- 
ceeded as follows:) 

* You fee before you. Citizens, Napper Tandy, 

* of the Emerald Ifle, delegated by the Great Na- 

* tion, to invite you to freedom. France, which has 

* giveii confequence to Holland, and liberty to Swit- 

* zerland, will ftiew equal kindnefsto thelrifti Union. 

* You will find her, my fellow citizens, liberal in 

* her profeflions, and tenacious of property. Her 

* marine will proted your trade as well as her own, 

* The tribute Ihe demands of you will be but fmall, 

* the glory to which ftie will conduft your armies 

5 * immcnfe. 
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* immenfe. The Great Nation will fraternize with' 

* Ireland, and Ireland fhall fight the battles of the 

* Great Nation. Her caufe and your caufe is the 

* fame caufe, and in your country will flie war againft 

* the common enemy. Four campaigns of glorious- 

* war in Ireland, will lay Enghnd at the fett of 

* France, and then (liall Ireland flourifli, proteded 

* by the arms and the friendlhip of the generous' 
^ conquerors of Britain. 

* A chofen band of her heroes already has landed 

* in our ifland, and I am come now a melllnger to 

* announce that another expedition is preparing- 

* There is no obftacle but the Britifh fleet, which 

* blocks up the friends of freedom in the ports of 

* France. WJien fomeaufpicious moment Ihall lull 

* the adverfary to fleep, then you may exped:, if the 

* winds and waves are favourabU-, to fee the flag of 

* liberty on your coafl:s. You will no doubt impart 

* to thefe liberal foreigners the redundant, produce 
^ of your land, and you will receive from them in 

* return, the emancipation we have fo much at heart. 

* Your taxes France will condefcend to regulate; 

* your payments to a tyrannical government fliall be 

* no more — for your government will be that of 

* France. 

* France, citizens, abolifticd monarchial and cc- 

* clefiaftical tyranny. She has depofed the pope and 

* his ufurpations/ (Here murmurs among the crowd 
fhewed the orator he was in the wrong box.) * I do 

* not fay, (faid the infinuating general) * that flie has 
« depofed the pope — She has only taken his holinefs 

* into her protection and that of her armies. She 

* has abolilhed the idle folly of a fabbath.' (Mur- 
murs in another part of the crowd fhewed the ge- 
neral that he had put his foot in it agaia.) * I do 

* not fay,' faid the fapient general, * that (he has' 

* abolifhed the fabbath, but Sunday now in France 

* is on a different day of the week from what it was 

* formerly.'* 
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^ formerly/' (The general felt he ^ras on ticklifli 
ground^ ;^nd therefore wifely drew towards his con-- 
clufion. • In (hort/ faid he, • France is the land 
' • of Reformation, and united Ireland fhall follow 
^ its fteps/ 

• I come to you/ faid he, ^ more familiarly (for 

• this part was written extempore) with but fmall 
^ force — for I comp to join the troops which landed 

• with Humbert. I come, not indeed to reinforce 
^_ his army, for I fuppofc he did not want .' 

Here the found of an horn for a moment ftruck 
alarm into the foul of Napper; the blood retired 
from its outpofts to its citaael ; 'twas not fear, 'twas 
Bot furprifc ; the glow of prifline courage was foon 
refiored, for Napper ;now found the caufe was not 
the approach of an army, bqt the arrival of the poft* 

The General, for the Rights of Man permitted 
it, laid hands on the public v(:hicles of intelligence : 
He fnatched an hafty glance at the Evening Poft : 
^ Glorious news, my heroes,* faid he, • Humbert 
f and Sarazin are arrived in Dublin I Benefactors of 
^ the world, your fqccefs i$ commenfurate to your 
^ merits ! Hafle we, my friends^ to follow them in 

• the career of glory I' — ' Come,' faid the elated 

general, * let's now examine the detail/ Tri-co- 

KMired flag of the great nation interpofc the beams 
of thy majefl:y i Clouds of the Atlantic obfcure the 
horizon ! Genius of the union blot out the dire de- 
tail !— He reads--rhe fwears-r-rhe ftammers : — ^ They 

• are all frijbners^ by Jafes l* His foul felt for his 
allies, it tclt for himfelf ! * Let-s return to the Cor- 
« vette,* faid the feeling general faintly. < I expedted 

• no better,* faid the mailer oif the Corvette. • But 

• how Ihall we get back ?* faid Napper : •^ As well 

• as we can, • faid the mafter of the Corvette. 

* And fo, we were to furniih them with horfcs/ 
faid the oftler of the inn. ^ He ought to be hanged 

• for robbing the Mail,* faid the poft-boy. The 

3 . filhermen 
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fifhermen qf Rutland fay * they did not underftand 
f a word of his outlandifh lingo ;* the won^en of 
Rutland fay, ^ he was an ugly fon of 4 bitch o^ 
f a generaL- 

iyo».-^:-.This infamous and beaftly wretch, who 
was iaft year guilty of fpitting in a member's face, 
has, lince, been convidted and imprifoned fix months 
in the jail of the Hate of Vermont. 

Nevcrt^elefs the free and enlightened people of 
|hat ftate re-ele(5ed hifp^ while he was in jail. — Soon 
after this man of flobbcr took his feat, Mr. Bayaro 
role, and made the following refolution ; • 

*' Refolyed, That Matthew i.yon, a member of 
t|iis hpufe, having been convided of beii^g a noto- 
rious and feditious perfon, and of a depraved mii^d, 
and wicked and diabolical difpofition, and of wick- 
edly, deceitfully, and malicioufly contriving to de- 
fame the government of the United States, and of 
having with intent anid delign to defame the govern- 
ment of the United States, and John Adams, the Pre- 
fident pf the United States, and to bring the faid 
government and Prefident into contempt and di(l. 
repute, and with intent and defign to excite againft 
the faid government and Prefident the hatred of the 
good People of the United States, and to ftir up fe- 
dition, in the United States, wickedly, knowingly, 
and malicioufly written and publiihed certain fcan- 
dalous and feditious writings or libels, BE THERE- 
FORE EXPELLED THIS HOUSE/' 

The refolution was oppofed by Gallatin and iVrl 
aholas^ and, upon being put to the yote, there ap- 

1)eared 43 for it, and 45 againft it. It was, of courfe, 
oft, becaiufe, to expel a member, it is neceflary that 
iwo'thirds of the,mem|bers prcfent concur in the ex- 
pulfion. 

Lyon looks remarkably well for a gentleman juft 
out of jail. — This mdni's re-eleiJf ion, while confined 
as a criminal, is a new and ftriking proof of the ex- 

ccllencf 
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cellencc of the fyftem of univerfalfuffrage^ and muft 
convince every one, except a perverfe royal ift, that 
the American government is, as M'Lang fays, «* the 
only lawful gevernment on earth.** — Happy muft the* 
nation be where it is but a fingle ftep from the dun-^ 
geon to the Legijlature! Well might the pathetic 
Mr. Murray (fpeaking on the old alien law) exprefs 
his fears, that the influx of foreigners would " con- 
" taminate the purity zndfmplicity of the American 
•* charadler.** 



March, 1799. 

Proceedings during the Sejfion of Congrefs^ which com- 
menced on the Sth of December^ ^79^* and ended on 
the ^d of March^ ^799' 

The Proceedings of this Seffion of the Congrefs 
were marked by indecifion and inconfiftency. Mr. 
Adams feems to have loft his fpirit precifely at the 
time when that of the people was roufed to its higeft 
pitch. During the fummer and autumn of 1798, 
the nation was boiling with rage againft France. 
This rage was damped by the fpeech at the opening 
of the cnfuing feflion, and it never afterwards kind- 
led. It does not comport with my plan to infert the 
debates of the feflion. The Speech^ and the prin- 
cipal reports made to the Congrefs, is all that I chink 
worthy of being recorded in this work. 

SPEECH. 

Gentlemen of the Senate^ and 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of ^eprefentatives. 

While with reverence and refignation wc con- 
template the difpenfations of Divine Providence, in 
the alarmiog and deftrudive peftilence, with which, 
Icverai of our cities and towns have been vifited, 
there is caufe for gratitude and mutual congratula- 
tions^ 
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tions, that the malady has drfappeared, and that we 
are again permitted to affcmble in fafety, at the Seat 
of Government, for the difc barge of our important 
duties. But when we refled: that this fatal diforder 
has, within a few years, made repeated ravages in 
fome of our principal fea-ports, and with increafcd 
malignancy, and when we confidcr the magnitude 
of the evils, arifing from the interruption of public 
and private bufinels, whereby the national interefts 
arc deeply affed:ed ; I think it my duty to invite the 
legiflature of the Union to examine the expediency 
of eftablilhing fuitable regulation, in aid of the 
health laws of the refpeftivc dates ; for thefe being 
formed on the idea, that contagious ficknefs may be 
communicated through the channels of commerce, 
there fcems to be a neceffity, that Congrefs, who 
alone ean regulate trade, Ihould frame a fyftem, 
which, while it may tend to preferve the general 
health, may be compatible with their interefts or 
commerce, and the fafety of the revenue. 

While we think on this calamity, and fympathize 
with the immediate fufferers, we have abundant rea- 
fon to prefent to the Supreme Being our annual ob- 
lations of gratitude for a liberal participation in the 
ordinary bleffings of his providence. To the ufual 
fubjedls of gratitude, I cannot omit to add one of 
the firft importance to our well-being and fafety ; 
I mean that fpirit which has arifen in our country, 
againft the menaces and aggreflion of a Foreign Na- 
tion.-^ A manly fenfe of National Honor, Dignity, 
and Independence has appeared, which, if encou- 
raged and invigorated by every branch of the go- 
vernment, will enable us to view, undifmayed, the 
enterprizes of any foreign power, and become the 
fure foundation of national profperity and glory. 

The courfe of tha tranfadions in relation to the 
United States and France, which have come to my 
knowledge, during your recefs, will be made the 
fobjed: of a future communication. That commu- 
nication 
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nicatioii will confirm the ultimate failure of tW 
meafures which have been taken by the governmeot 
of the United States towards an amicable adjuft-s 
ment of difference with that power. You will at 
the fame time perceive, that the French government 
appears felicitous to imprefs the bpinion, that it is 
averfe to a rupture with this country, and that it 
has^ In a qualified manner, declared icfelf willing to 
receive a minifter from the United States^ for the 
purpofe of rcftoring a. good underftandihgj It is 
unfortunate for profeflions of this kind, that they 
ihould be exprefled in terms v^hich may countenance 
the inadmimble pretenfion of a right to prefcribe 
the qualifications which a minifter from the United 
States ftipuld polTefs, and that while France in af- 
ferting the exiftence of a difpofition on her part to 
conciliate with fincerity the differences which have 
arifen, the fincerity of a like difpofition on the part 
of the United States^ of which lo many demonftra- 
tive propfs have been given; ihould even be indi- 
redly queftioned. It is alfo worthy of obfervation, 
that the decree of the directory alledged to be in- 
tended to^reftrain the depredations of French cruifers 
on our commerce, has not given, and cannot give, 
any relief; it enjoins them to conform to all the 
laws of France relative to cruifing and prizes, while 
thefe laws are, themfelves, the fources of the depre- 
dations of which we have io long, fo juftly, and fo 
fruitlefsly complained. 

The law of France, enadted in January laft, which 
fubjedts to capture and condemnation neutral vefiels 
and their cargoes, if any portion of the latter are of 
Britifli fabric or produce, although the entire pro- 
perty belong to neutrals, inftead of beng refcinded, 
nas lately received a confirmation, by the failure of 
a propofuion for its repeal. While this law^ which 
,is an unequivocal adl of war on the commerce of the 
'nations it attacks, continues in force, thofe nations 
can fee in the French Government only a power, rc- 

gardlcfs 
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^dlers of their cflcntial rights, of their Indepen^ 
Sencc and Sovereignty, and if thty poffefs the mejins^ 
they can reconcile nothing with their intereft and 
honor, but a firm refiftance^ 

Hitherto, therefore, nothirtg is difcoverable in 
the conduB of France, which ought to change or 
relax our meafores of defence--on the contrary to 
extend and invigorate them is our true policy. Wc 
have no reafon to regret that thefe meafures have 
been thus far adopted and purfued, and in propor-^ 
tion as we enlarge our views of the portentous and 
incalculable fituation of Europe, we ihall difcover 
new and cogent motives for the full developcment 
of our energies and refources. 

But in demonftrating by our condudl that we do 
not fear war in the neceffary protection of our rights 
and honor, we (hall give no room to infer that wc 
abandon the defirc of peace. An efficient prepara- 
tion for war can alone infure peace. It is peace that 
ive have uniformly and perfeveringly^ cultivated, and 
harmony between us and France may be reftored at 
her option.-^But to fend another minifter, witbouc 
more determinate affu ranees that he would be re- 
ceived, would be anadl of humiliation/ to \yhich the 
United States ought not to fubmit. It mufl, there- 
fore be left to France^ if fhe is indeed defirous of 
accommodation^ to take the requifite fteps. The 
United States will (leadily obferve the maxims by 
which they have hitherto been governed. They will 
rcfpedt the facred rights of Embafly. And with a 
fmcere diiboiition on the part of Fraqcje" to defift 
from hoftility, to make reparation for' the injuries 
heretofore inflidted on our commerce, and to do juf- 
tice in future, there will be no obftacle to the refto- 
ration of a friendly intercourfc. In making to yoii 
this declaration 1 give a pledge to France, and the 
world, that the Executive authority of this country 
ftill adheres to the humane and pacific policy which 
has invariably governed its proceedings in con- 
formity 
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formiry with the other branches of the government 
and of the people of the United States. But confi- 
dering the late maniftftations of her policy towards 
forci^!n nations, I deem it a duty deliberately and 
folcmnly to declare nny opinion, that whether wc 
negotiate with her or not, vigorous preparations for 
war will be alike indifpenfible. Thcfe alone will 
give to us an equal treaty, and enfurc its obfervance. 

Among the meafures of preparation, which ap- 
pear expedient, I take the liberty to recal your at- 
tention to the naval eftabliftiment. The beneficial 
effects of the fmall naval armament, provided under 
the ads of the laft feflion, are known and acknow- 
ledged. Perhaps no country ever experienced more 
fudden aad remarkable advantages from any mca- 
fure of policy, than we have derived from the arm- 
ing for our maritime protedion arid defence. Wc 
ought, without lofs of time, to lay the foundation 
for an inereafe of our navy to a fizc fufficient to 
guard our coaft and prote(fl our trade. Such a naval 
force, as it is doubtlefs in the power of the United 
States to create and maintain, would alfo afford to 
them the beft means of general defence, by facili- 
tating the fafe tranfportation of troops and ftores to 
every part of our cxtenfive coaft. To accomplifh 
this important object, a prudent forefight requires 
that fyftematical meafures be adopted for procuring 
at all times, the requilite timber and other fupplies. 
In what manner this Ihall be done 1 leave to your 
conlideration. 

I will now advert, gentlemen, to fome matters of 
lefs moment, but proper lo be communicated to the 
national legiflature. 

After the Spanifh garrifons had evacuated the 
pofts they occupied at the Natchez and Walnut 
Hills, the commiflioner of the United States com- 
menced his obfervations, to afcertain the point near 
the Miffiflippi^ which terminated the northemmofl 
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part of the thirty-firft degree of north latitude. 
From thence he proceeded to run the boundary line 
between the United States and Spain. He was af- 
terwards joined by the Spartilh commiflioncr, when- 
the work of the former was confirmed ; and they 
proceeded together to the demarkation of the line. 
Recent information renders it probable, that the 
SoMthern Indians, either inftigated to oppofe the 
demarkation, or jealous of the confequences of fuf- 
fering white people to run a line over lands, to 
which the Indian title had not been extinguifticd, 
have, ere this time, ftopped the progrefs of the com- 
miffioners. And confidering the mifchiefs which 
may refult from continuing the demarkation, in op- 
polirion to the will of the Indian tribes, the great 
expence attending it, and that the boundaries which 
the commiflioners have adlually eftablifhedi probably 
extend at leaft as far as the Indian title has been ex- 
tinguifhed, it will perhaps become expedient and ne- 
cel^ry to fufpend farther proceedings, by recalling 
our commiffioners. 

The commiffioners appointed in purfuance of the 
Mh article of the treaty of amity, commerce, and 
navigation, between the United States and his Bri-* 
tannic Majefty, to determine what river was truly 
intended under the name' of the river St. Croix, 
mentioned in the treaty of peace, and forming a part 
of the boundary therein defcribed, have finally de- 
cided that queftion. On the 25 th of October, they 
made their declaration that a river called Sciodiac, 
which falls into PafTamaquoddy Bay, at its north- 
weftern quarter, w^s the true St. Croix intended in 
the treaty of peace, as far as its great fork, where 
one of its ftreams comes firom the wcftward and the 
other from the northward, and that the latter ftream 
is thfe Continuation of the St. Croix to its fource. 
This decifion, it is underftood, will preclude all 
contention among individual claimants, as it feems 

VOL. X. H that 
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that the Sctiodiac and its nortKcm branch, bound 
tfijc grants of lands which have been made by the 
Tjcfpcdive adjoining governments. A fubdrdinate 
queftioh however, it has been fuggefted, ftill remains 
to be determined. Between the mouth of the St. 
Croix, as now fettled, and what is ufualty called the 
Bay of iFiindy, lie a number of valuable iflands. 
The commiflioners have not continued the boundary 
lines througli any channels of thefe iflands, and unlefs 
the Bay of Paffatnaquoddy be a part of the Bay of 
Fundy, this further adjufcment of boundary will be 
neccffary. But it is apprehended that this Will not 
Be a matter of any difficulty. 

Such progrefs has been made in the examination 
and decifion of cafes, of captures and condemnations 
pf American veflels^ which were the fubjedl of the 
leventh article of the treaty of ahiity, conimerce, 
^nd navigation. Between the United States and Great 
£fritain — that it is fuppofed the commiflioners will 
be able to britlg their bufinefs to a conclufidh in 
Ai^ft of the enfuing year. 

The commiflioners adling under the twenty-fifth 
article of the treaty Between the United States and 
Spain, havcadjufled n\o& of the claims of our Ci- 
tizens, for lofTeai fuflained in confequence of their 
yelfels and cargoes having been taken by the fub- 
jedls of his catholic majefty, during the late war bc- 
twc;en France and Spain* 

Various circuratlahces have concurred to delay the 
executing of the law for augmenting the militiary cf- 
^ablilhment. Among thefe, was the defirc of obtain- 
ing the fulleft informatiom to direft the bed fclec- 
tipn of officers. As this objed w ill now be fpecdily 
accompliihed, it is expeded that the railing and or- 
ganizing of the troops will proceed without oUlack 
and with eifed. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Reprefeniatives^ 

I have direded an eftimate oi the appropriations 
which will be neceflary for the fcrvicc of the ehfu- 
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ing yea.r, to be laid bcfpre you, accomps^nled v^uh a 
view of the public receipts and expenditures to a re- 
cent period. It wiU afford you fzthfdA'iqn to infer 
the great extent and folidity of the public rdfou.rces 
from the profperous ftate of the finances, not- 
M^ithflanding the unexannpkd embarraflments which 
have attended commerce. When you refledl on the 
Gonfpicuous examples of patriotifm and liberality, 
which have been exhibited by our mercantile fellow- 
citizens, and how great a proportion of the public 
refources depends on their enterprize, you will natu- 
rally confider whether their convenience cannot be 
promoted and reconciled, ^with the fecurity of the 
revenue, by a revifion of the fyftem ]>y whjch the col- 
lection is at prefent regulated. 

During your recefs, meafures have been fteadily 
•purfued for effe<5ling the valuations and returns, di- 
Tcded by the adl of the laft feffipn, preliminary tp 
the aflefTment and collection of a direct tax. — No 
other delays or obftacles have been experienced, ex- 
cept fuch as were expecfted to arife w>m the ^reat 
extent of our country, and the magnitude ?nd no- 
velty of the operation, and enough has been accom- 
plifted to afllire a fulfilment of the views of the le« 
giflature. 

Gentkwen of the Senate^ and 

Genilemm of the Houfe oj Reprejetit dives, 

I cannot dofe this addrefs, without once more 
adverting to our political fituation, and inculcating 
the effcntial importance of uniting in the maint;je- 
jiance of pur deareft intcreiJs; and, I truft, that by 
i!he temper and wifdom of your proceedings, and by 
a harmony of meafures, we fhall fecure to our coun- 
try that weight and rcfpcQ, to which it is fo juftly 
entiled/ 

John ^DAMS, 

H Z Reperi 
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Eeport af thi Secretary of State on the Tran/aSfkm relating to the 
United States and France, Jimt the laft Communications to Congre/i 
en that Subje^, dated i^tb January , 1799. 

THE points chiefly meriting attention are the attempts of the 
FreDch Government, 

1. To exculpate itfcif from the charge of corruption, as having 
demanded a douceur of Fifty Thoofand Founds fterling (222,000 
dollars) for the pockets of the Directors and Minifters* as reprc- 
fenied in the difpatches of our Envoys : 

2. To detach Mr. Gerry from his colleagues, and to inveigle 
him into a feparate negotiation"; and 

5« Its deiign, if the negotiation failed, and a war (hould take 
•place between the United States acd France, to throw the blame 
of the rupture on the United States. 

I. The difpatches of the Envoys publKhed in the United 
States, and repabliihed in England, reached Paris towards the 
lall of May : and on the 30th of that month, the French Minifter, 
Mr. Talleyrand, affefied an entire ignorance of the perfons de« 
iienated by the letters W. X. Y. and ^. — calling them intriguers^ 
Mrhofe obje£l was to deceive the Envoys — writes to Mr. Ucrryt 
and " prays him immediately to make known to him their 
names.'* 

Mr. Gerry, in his anfwer of the 31ft, wiHies to evade Mr* Tal- 
leyrand's reqaefl ; and with reafon, for he and his colleagues had 
'' promifed MeiTrs. X. Y. that their names ihould in no event be 
made public." Mr. Gerry, in his letter of Oftober i, in no- 
ticing the repetition of Mr. Talleyrand's requeft for thofe name?, 
fiates as an objeAion to giving them up, " that they could be 
Qtherwiie afcertained ;" and that Mr. Talleyrand's meilenger, 
admitting the fad that they were already known, immediately 
mentioned their names. Mr. Gerry nevcrthelefs 'certified in 
writing the names of X. Y. and Z. with the referve, ** that they 
ihould not be publiihed on his authority :" and befides formally 
.certifying to Mr. Talleyrand the names of his own primate agent jp 
added, that ** they did not produce to his knowledge, credentials 
'or dcKCuments of any kind-*'— «* Credentials" in tvri/ittg were cer- 
tainly not to be f xpeded to be produced by agents employed to 
;make corrupt propoficions : but Mr. Gerry had Mr. Talleyrand's 
own aiTurance chat Mr. Y. was acting by his authority. It is re- 
cited in the envoy's difpatches, and upon Mr. Gerry's own report 
to his colleagues, that on the 17th of December 1797* Mr. Y. 
'< ftated to him that two meafures which Mr. Talleyrand prc^ 
pofed, being adopted, a reftoration of friend (hip between the 
republics would follow iqimediately ; the one was a gratuity of fifty 
thoujand pounds fterling ; the other a purchafe of thirty-two millions 
of Dutch r«fcriptioas/' and after converfmg on thefe topics, Mr. 

^ Gerry 
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Gerry and Mr. Y. rode to Mr.'Talleyrand^s office, where " Nfr. 
Gerry obferved to Mr. Talleyrand, that Mr. Y. had ftated to 
him that morning, fome propofitions as coming from Mr. Talley- 
rand, refpedling which, Mr* Gerry could give no opinion,"' aad 
after making fome other obfervations, Mr. Talleyrand anfwered, 
'* that the information Mr. Y. had given him (Mr. Gerry) was 
juft, and might always he rslied on,'* This declaration y?tfi»// nnitb 
the Mi»ifier*s authority ^ all the communications made by Mr. Y. 
to the Envoys. And Mr. Y. himfelf, who is Mr. Bellamy, of 
Hamburgh, in his public vindication, declares, that " he had 
done nothing, faid nothing, and written nothing, without the 
orders of Citizen Talleyrand." 'I he fame may be afferted m re» 
gard to Mr. X. for he firfl introduced Mr. Y. tp the Envoys ; 
and his feparate communications were fuhilantially the fame with 
thofe of Y. and both together were prefent with the Envoys when 
the communications were more than once repeated. 

It alfo deferves notice, that. in dating the preliminary demands 
of the French Government, the private agents, X. and Y. and the 
Minifter, ufe a fimilar language. The agents declare, that the 
Directory are extremely irritated at the fpeech of the Prefident, 
require an explanation of fome parts of it, and reparation for 
others; that Uiis mud give pain to. the Envoys, but the Direc* 
tory would not difpenfe with it : and that as to the means of avert-* 
ing the demand concerning the Prefident's fpeech, the Envoys 
mud fearch for them, and propofe them, themfelves. Being 
afked to fuggeft the means, the anfwer is '* jw>iify"-i-the purcha^ 
of the Dutch refcriptions, and " the fifty thoufand pounds fter- 
hng, as a douceur to the Diredlory." 

The Miniftir told the Envoys, that the Directory were wounded 
by the Prefident's fpeech ; and, in his converfation with Mr. 
Gerry, on the 28th of O£lober, faid, " the Dirc£lory had pafied 
an arret, which he offered for perufal, in which they demanded 
of the Envoys an explanation of fome parts, and a reparation for 
others, of the Prefident's fpeech to Congrefs of the lOth of May, 
1797 ; that he was fenfible difficulties would exift on the part of 
the Envoys relative tu this demand ; but that by their offering 
money he thought he could prevent the efiedt of the arret." Mr. 
Z. (the ** interpreter") at the requelt of Mr. Gerry* having 
fiated that the Envoys have no fuch powers, Mr. Talleyrand 
replied, they can in fuch cafe take a "power on themfelves; and 
propofed that they fhould make a <' loan." But this '* loan," as 
will prefently appear, did not mean the ** money," which would 
<< prevent the efFed of the arret/' Mr. Gerry then making fome 
obfervations, on the powers of the Envoys— that they ** were 
adequate to the difcuffion and adjuftment of all points of real dif- 
ference between the two nations ; that they could alter and amend 
the treaty ; or, if neceffary, form a new one ;" added, ** that as 
(0 a loaoj (hey had no powers whatever, to make, one, but that 

the/ 



Digitized by 



Google 



ii8 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

thtf oorid fead onb of tlieir tromber for inflrodibns On this |>ro« 
fM^tion, if^^enied expedient :*'—«< That as he (Mr. Talleyraiul} 
md txpr6ttt:d a deiire to confer widi the Envoys iodividoaUy, it 
Was the wiih of Mr. Gerry> that Inch a conference (hould take 
place» and their opinions thas be afcertaincd." ** Mr. Talley- 
rand, in anfwer fud, be-flioald be glad to confer with the other 
Envoys, individually, but that this ma/ter about the money mu/i 
hefttiUd dirtily without fending to America ; that he would sot 
'comiDun'icate the arret for a vt^eek ; and that if we could adjuft the 
dificalty refpe&ing the fpeech, an application woold neverthelefs 
gp to &e Umted States for a loan :" Now this matter of tht 
MOHET that mufi btfettUdHreQly^ could only ref^r to the dntctur ; 
for a loan in the pnrchafeof millions of Dutch refcriptions, or in 
any other form, coald only be the fnbjedk of -^ftiptdathn to be 
wfiirwardt folfiUed by the United States ; bat the doucmr of fifty 
thoufand pounds fterling» was a fum within the immediate reach 
of the Envoys ; for their credit woald certainly command it : in 
fa£t, a mercaniDe honfe had offered to anfwer their draaghts : 
and thi8> Mr. Talleyrand unqueftionably well knew ; for it was a 
.member of the fame honfewho firft introduced the mtniiler's agent 
Mr. X. to General Pinckney, in the manner dated in the Envoys* 
difpatches. A collateral evidence that in " this* matter of rhe 
. inoney that mull be fettled diredlly," Mr. Talleyrand referred 
only to the tkueewr arifes from this circumftance : The very next 
iday (Oftobcr «9th) Mr.'X. called on the Envoys and faid, «' Mr. 
Galley randwas extremely anxious to be of fcrvice to them, and had 
teqoefted that one more eflfort Ihould'be made to induce us to enable 
him to be fo." After a great deal of the fame converfation which 
Itad paiTed at fortner * imerviews had been repeated, the Eoivoys 

* Ay—-'' the fum of his prbpofition was, that if we would ' pay by 
, 'way of feeai ( that >^as his ekpreffion) tht fum of monby detfumdid 

for'TKiYKT^ u$E, the DiVe^ory would not receive Qs, butwouM 

\permit'us to remain in Paris as^enowwere ; and we fhould be 

received by 'Mr. TaHfcyrandy rnvr// one of us cosddgo-to America at^d 

italfi^ Vuf gt^VeHtntint on ihsjuini^ of a uokh . " 

^ Although the Envoys' difpatches, and the h€(i and circum- 

Hances herein b|(fOre'flated> cannot leave a doubt that 'X.' as well 

"as Yland Z. was WelMsnown to Mr. Talleyrand, it will not 

.'be'amifs to add, that on the ad of^ December, 'X. Y. and Z. 

'diiiied together arMr. Talleyrand's, in company^with'Mr. Gerry j 

aiid that* after ri&ig Trom table, the* money propoiitions, > which 

*had befwe be'cn made,* were repeated, in "die room^and in the 

iprefencei though perhaps»«ot in the hearing of I^r*'Taiicyiand. 

"Mr. X; put the queftion^o Mr. Gerry in direa terms, either, 

*** whether the Envoys wooid now^giye the doiuftur^* at '•^whc- 

'threr they itad got the m^neT ready." Mr. Oerry, very j^iHy 

ofFftndcd, "anft^pred pofitively in the? negative, and^ theconvtrfa- 

• tion dib|5>feid. " .'^ . . " ^ * 

4 Mr. 2. 
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Mr. Z. who has avowed himfelf to be Mr. Haateval, was the 
-ptrioti who iirft made kiioi^n to the Einro^s the Mini^r's delire 
to confer with them indiiridoaliy, on the objef^s tif their miffion': 
He it was, who firft i^itrodaced Mr. Gerry to nifr. TaUeyrand, 
and ferved as the interpreter of their converfadbns : 'and in hfs 
letter to Mr. Talleyrand, at the elofe of Mr.' Gerry's document. 
No. 35« he announces himfelf to be the a^ent of the Minifter, to 
make commuifLcations to the Envoys. 

Mr. Hauteval declares "his feniibifity muftbe much aflefted on 
finding himfelf under the letter Z. a£Hng a part in company widi 
certain intriguers^ whofe plan, (he fays} it doubtlels was to take 
advantage of the good faith of the Americin Envoys, and make 
them their dupes:'' yet this perfon, the avowed agent of thb 
French Minifler, apparently fo an^cious to Icfeeh himftlf from tHe 
fufpicion of an agency in foliciting the bribe required' by Mh 
Talleyrand^ did himfelf urge a compliance with that corrupt pro* 
pciition*. 

The fenfation which thefe details irrefiftibly excite, is that of 
aftoniihment at the unparrallelcd effrontery of Mr. Talleyrand, in 
demanding pjTMr. Gerry the names of X. Y. ^hd*Z. -after ¥• hid 
accompanied him on a vifit to the Minifter, nuuB^whem ibe con^ver* 
Jation detailed in the frinted diftatches then faffed ^ and who then 
aflured Mr. Gerry *• that the information Mr. Y. had given hihi 
was jutt, and might always be relied on ;'* after* Z. Ra^l in the fifft 
inftance introduced Mr. Geriy to the Minifter, and ferved aa th^r 
mutual interpreter, and when the con^er/aiion '^eitueen them' "had 
alfo been ftaied in the difpatches\ and after X. Y. and Z. -hadtfU 
dined to|;eth*er with Mr. Gerry at Mr. Talleyrand's table, on 
rifmg from which X. and Y. renewed the proj^ofition about the 
money! — ^The very circumftance of Mr. Tallc)rand's belrtg 
continued in office, after the accbiint of thefe ititrigues^ has be^q 
publiQied to the worW, is a decifivc proof thart tfiey were y»fn- 
irienced and carried on with the privitjr, and by the fecret orders 
of the Plrt^ftory. It was to acpbnipnfh Ae- o\qes^X3i thefe in- 
trigues that the American Envoys were kept at Paris unreccifcd, 
:^ months after their credentials had been laid before the' Direc- 
tory : and it was only becaufc they were fpjperior to thofc in<rigUcs, 
and that no hopes remained pf wheedfn^g or 'terrifying them' intq 
a cpmpUance, that twp of thfexn wer^ fcpt away-^ndTwith mark* 
pf iniult and contempt. ' ' , ' ' 

• Extraa of a letter, dated June 1 5th, 1 798, fcom Mr. King, Mimacr of 
Che United States in i.Qndoli,'{o'thc Sccretaty of SUte. - 

« Col. Trombtill, who Wm »t .Pwn foon .^r.ilje arrival there of the 

CommifliaQers, hfts mP^« than once informed mc, Jthat Hauteval told him 

il^t both ihe douceur 9^0^ the V/i were ipdi^cnfable, and urged him to em- 

■ ploy his iiiflycn,cc >yith the American Comrttnioneisto'oflkrtbe W^rM VeU 

>the/wV ' " ' " ^ • • .:: • 
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t. The hSt that the French Government attempted to inveigle 
Mr. Gerry into a feparate negotiation will not be queilioned : zt 
firft it was mude fri^atgly, and under an injunf^ion^of /cr^ to^ 
wards his coUeaeues : it was afterwards plainly infinuated by the 
Minifter* in his letter of the i8th of March 17^8* in which he tells 
the Envoys that the Executive Diredpry was difpofed to treat with 
one uf the three ; and that one he openly avowed* in his letter pf 
the 3d of Aprilj to he Mr. Gerry, The freuna for felefting him 
waSt that his ** opinions prefamed to be more impartial, promifed^ 
in the courTe of the explanationsy more gf that reciprocal confi- 
dence which was indifpenfable." But when befpre, have their 
** tfitticns** been Hated as a juftifiable ground for rejedling the am- 
bafladors of peace ? ' Amb^adors too, of eAabliihed probity, 
ivhofe chara<^ers were of the firft didin^ion it) their own country* 
and whofe demeanor, towards the government to which they wer« 
deputed, was decent and refpedfuT? Who had, with a franknefs 
which the candor of their inilrndions warranted, communicated 
the important points which they contained ? And who unremit- 
tingly, and with the moil anxious folicitude, entreated that the ne-r 
gouations might be commenced? Whit more proper or more 
. honorable qualities ought Mipifters deputed to negotiate with a fo- 
reign nation to poSpKi But why (hould a foreign Government 
queftion the ofimMs oi ambaiTadors fent to negotiate with it on 
fabjej^ of difference between the two nations ? If wifely chofen, 
* ^nd faithful to the' intereds of their own country, they m^ft of 
courfe poffefs different opinions from the goyegament to which 
they are fent, the differing opinions maiitained by the two nations 
on their re{pe£live rights an^ interefls, being the caufe and objects 
pf the negotiation. — A government really difpofed to treat on 
fair principles would never object to the opinions of foreign ambaf- 
fadors. It would receive them, and appoint its own Minillers with 
proper powers to treat with them, projpofe its terms, and receive 
thofe offered ; and diicufi both : and it then they could not agree, 
put an end to the^ negotiation. The French Government did not 
wifli to fffftf/itf/f, itdeiired to impo/e 2^ treaty on the Umted States. 
To this prance it had been accuftomed towards the minor powers 
in Europe, whom it h^d fubjeged to its will : aqd it expe^ed equal 
fubmi£ion from the United Sta^s. H^nce Mr. Talleyrand's fecret 
declaration to Mr. Gerry «' that if he would negotiate, they could 
fopn finifh a treaty ; for tbi Executive DireHory luen not in tie 
habit ofjpending^ much tinu abostt facb matters.** Hence the objec- 
tions to Gen. Pinckey and Gen. M^rfhall: they manifefted a dif* 
cemment fuperior to the intrigues of the French Co vemment, and 
^n invincible determination not to furrender the honour, the inte- 
reft, or the independence of their country. It was neceflary then 
to get nd of them ; and feeing that neither defpair of negotiating, 
no ihidied indignities, could induce them to quit their pods, paff- 
pbrt^were fent to them to quit France, It W4s wi^ difficulty that 
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Ccneral Pinckney could obtain permiillon to flay two or thrse 
months for the recovery of his fick daughter, to whom an imcne- 
diate voyage would probably prove fatal. UnembarT.^lTid by the 
prcfence of thefe Envoys, the French Government, if it really d^c- 
fired a treaty on any terms, hoped to prevail on Mr. Gerry to ne- 
gotiate feparately, although from the firft overture he declined and 
continued to decline it. Bat after the expulfijn of his colli agues, 
it hoped by its fedu^live arts to prevail over his fcrupks, and gam 
his confent to terms, which, while they were prefent, would be re- 
jedled ; or at all events to retain him, with the feniblance of nego- 
tiating, regularly or informally, and thus keep the United States 
in the torpor of indecif;)n, without preparation for offence or 
deferce. Unfortunately » Mr. Gerry was induced, by the threats 
of immediate war againft the United States, to feparate from. hi« 
colleagues and llay in Paris ; threats which, viewed with their 
motives, merited only dejeftation and contempt. Four or five 
months before, the threats of immeiiate orders to quit France, 
;knd the terrors of war in its mo ft dreadful forms, had been held up 
to all the Envoys, to frighten them into a compliance with the 
groirndlefs, unjuft, and corrupt demands of the French Govern- 
ment. Thofe threats had not betji ijxecuted, and tJie unworthy 
purpofes for which they had been uttered had been obvious. Hap- 
pily for the United States, the charafler of the French Govern^ 
m^rrt, as delineated in the official difpatches of all the Envoys, and 
the knowledge of its condu(fl towards other countries wjiofe go- 
vernments It had overturned, and whofe people, in the names of 
hihpTty and Equality, it had enflav&d, fo operated as not to leav^ 
us cxpofcd to the evjls y^^^'^ was calculated to prod^c^, Mr. 
Gerry indeed rcfifted all the arts of the French Miniller to entice 
}iim into a formal negotiation, after that government had driven 
his colleagues from Paris : a negotiation which in its natHre woukl 
have been a furrender of our independence, by admitting a foreign 
government to^hoofe for us the minilter who ihculd rcprefent our 
country, to treat of our important rights and interefls, which that 
government had itfclf violated and deeply injured. 

The Directory and their Minifler, Mr. Talleyrand, hoped and 
cxpe(5led that General Pinckney and General Marlhall would vo- 
luntarily have (jaitted France after' the Miniiler^s letter of thfc 
1 8th of March, m which he made the ofFenfive dittinftion between 
them and their colleagije Mr. Gerry, on the pretence that his 
f opinions" were more " impartial** than theirs. Accordingly 
Mr. Talleyrand, in his letter to Mr. Gerry of the 3d of April, 
fays — "I fuppofe, i}r, that MefTrs. Pinckney and Marihall have 
thought it ufefol and proper, in confequenceof the intimations which 
the end of my note of the xSth of March lad prefents, to quit the 
territory of the Republic." Yet Mr. Talleyrand had given them 
neither paiTports nor letters of fafe condud! The fadi is, the 
frcpch Government wiflicd to avoid the odiixj;^ of fending them 

•way* 
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away, and the blame of a rupture, which Mr. Tallqrrand Ka^d 
predi^ed would be the confequence ; while it was privately inti- 

* juated to them that they mull leave the country. The Minifltrr's 
cond|j<flon this occafion, towards General Marihall (as detailed in 
his journal), was particularly marked with indignities, When it 
was obferved to Mr. Talleyrand, that this was not the maniiCr in 
which a foreign Minifler ought to be treated, Mr. Talleyrand re- 
plied, that General Marihall was not a foreign Minifler, but was 
to be confidcred as a private American citizen, and mull obtain 
his paiTport like others through the Conful. To this it was an- 
fwered, That General Marfliall was a foreign Minifler*, and that 
the French Government could not deprive him of that character, 
which was conferred upon him, not by Mr. Talleyrand, but bjr 
the United States ; and though the Diredlory might refufe to re- 
ceive or treat with him, flill his country had clothed him with the 
requifite powers, which he held independently of France ; that if 
he was not acceptable to the French Government, and in confe- 
quence thereof it was determined to fend him away, flill he ought 
to be fent away like a Minifler ; that he ought to have his pafTports, 
with letters of fafe-condudl, which would prottft him from 
the cruifers of France. Mr. Talleyrand replied, that if General 
MarfhaU wifhed for a paffport, he mufl give in his name, llature, 
age, complexion, &c. to the American Conful, who would obtain 
a pzlfyon for him : that with refpefl to a letter of fafc-condu6l, it 
was unnecefiary, as no rifk from the cruifers would be incurred. 
The icfult of thefe converfatlons was a plain demonflration of the 
intention of the Minifler, that in confequence of his intimation 
at the clofe of his letter of the i8th of March, that the " opii 
nions" of two of the Envoys were not agreeable to the govern- 
ment of France, Generals Pinckney and Marfliall JhouU appro- 
friate to tbem/elves the character which the Minifler had drawn 

, generally. The Envoys, aware of this fnare, in their anfwer of the 
5d of April to the intimation, that '* the Directory was difpofed 
' to treat with one of the Envoys," declare to the MiniHer,*' that 
no one of the Envoys was authorised to take ppon himfelf a ne- 
gotiation evidently entrulled to the whole,*' and *' that no two of 
them could propofe to withdraw themfelves from the tafk commit- 
ted to them by their government, while there remained a poflihi-. 
lity of performing it ;'* bat that if " it fliould be the will of the 
Diredcry to order paffports for the whole or any number of them,'* 
it was deiired that fvich paiTpQrts might be accompanied witk 



♦ Ob the Qth.of Oftobcr 1797, the day after the Envoys had delivered to 
the Minifler a copy of their letter of credence, ** cards of hofpitality were 
fent to thtm and their fecrctaries, in a ftylc fuitable|o iheir official charac- 
ter.'* [Difpatch«8, p. 17.] And in the Mbifter'g lettjer to tb«m «f the 
iSth of March 1798, he calls th^ip « the CoiRjni (Uppers and EovQys 
Extraordinary f^ the United Sutes ^X.Aii^^ic^*""^t^^^'^^^t P' 9*'^ 
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letters of falie-condad* to proted them ftgaioft the crinfen o( 
France. 

Thefe endeavours of the French Govemmcrt, whether real or 
BWe€tcd, to draw Mr. Gerry into Ji feparate nepotiation, confticute 
the fubftance of the correfpondence between him and Mr. Talley^ 
rand. They appear to merit confide ration in fever al points of 
view. 

I. Becaufe if real, it was only in the hope and e^cpedation, that 
by intrigues and terrors the French Government mi^t influence 
Mr. Gerry to enter into a formal treaty, on the terms which he 
and his colleagues had repeatedly teje6^ed as incompatible witk . 
the intereft, honor, and independence of their country. For at this 
time Mr. Talleyrand had not renounced the demands of loans and 
a douceur as the indifpenfable preliminanes of a treaty. Accord^ 
ingly we fee Mr. Talleyrand, in bis letter of the 3d of April to 
Mr. Gerry, pnopcfed «* to rt/ume their reciprocal communications 
upon the intercife of the French Republic and the United States of 
America." And in his letter of July i^th, to Mr. Gerry, having 
mentioned the arrival at Havre of a packet, the Sophia, from the 
American government, he fays, ** until then 1 never fuppofed yoa 
entertained the deiign of embarking before we had come to an 
agreement upon the definitive articles to be ratified by your gc- 
vernment." 2. Becaufe if that government had fo far fucceeded, 
it would have infided on its ratification by the Prefident and Se- 
nate, on the ground conftantly taken by Mr. Talleyrand, that the 
pouers of the Envoys being Je'veral as well ^s Joint, Mr. Gsrry 
when a/oMe, e<ven after the French government had ordered his <oU 
Ua^uu to leave France^ were adequate to the formation of the 
treaty ; and that therefore the puUtc faith would be violated, if it 
were not ratified. 3. Becaufe under fuch circomltances, the 
cFrench government doubtiefs calculated at leaH on a divt£on of the 
public opinion in the United States in favour of the ratification of 
fuch a treaty ; by means of which it might enforce the ratification, 
«r effeU ft ill greater ^Jcbtefu 4. But thefe endeavours to draw 
"^Mr. Gerry into a formal negotiation are remarkable, becaufe they 
-were perfevered in during near five months, againft his conftant, 
dire^, and pofitive refufals to treat feparately ; Mr. T24leyran4 
^iferting and Mr. Gerry denying the competency of his powers. 

We have feen the Envoys, from the 6th of Oftobcr, 1797, the 
•dote of their iirft letter to the French Minifler, to the 3d of April, 
17^8, when iheir Isil'Was dellveted -to him, exprei&ngtheir earned 
.defire to enter upon and profecute the great faufinefs of their mif- 
^on: we have feen them during that long period patiently en- 
^during negled and indignities, to which an ardent seal to 
rTG-elUblifii harmony .and peace cocld alone induce freemen «o 
iubmit. We have feen them while held in fufpenfe*— neither 
rveceived nor n^3ed-<^yije|diag to the importuoittes of private 
jigeftui of the vFreoch Qfivcnuneiit, .and iiwuisig v^ dlT- 
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cuffing thdir propofitions, infahing as tlMy were, in the Hope that 
when thefe (hould be fhown to be utterly inadmiffible, othen 
fotraded in reafbn and equity, and in the nfual courfe of diplomatic 
negotiation, mi^ht be brought forward. Doubtlefs they alfo 
wiSied, when their aftonifhment at the firft overtures had fdbfided, 
by Uftening dill longer to fuch di (honourable propofitions, to af- 
certain the true charaAer of the French government. We have 
feen ihem, after waiting five weeks from the prefentation of a 
copy of their letters of credence, entirely unnoticed, " folicit an 
attention to their miffion/' and foliciting in vain. Thus denied 
an official hearing, they hoped by an unufiia) ilep to excite theat^ 
Cention of that government : they determined to tranfmit to the 
Minifter a letter, reprefenting the views of theicown government 
in relation to the fubje^s in difpute with France. This letter,, 
dated the 17th, was delivered the 31ft of January, 1798. Wait« 
ing near a month without an anfwcr, and *' Hill being anxious to 
hear explicitly from Mr. Talleyrand himfell, before they fent their 
£nal letter, whetjier there were no means, within their powers, of 
accommodating cur differences with France^onjufl and reafoitable 
grounds, — on the 27th of February they defired ** a perfonal in>> 
terview on the fubjed of their miHion ;" apd aftewards a fecond 
interview. They remark on what flailed at thofe meetings, ** that 
the views of Fi'ance, with regard to the United States, were not 
ciTentially changed iince their communications with its unofficial 
agents in the preceding OiSlober.'* 

At length they received Mr. Talleyrand's letter of the i8th> 
March, 179S9 in anfwer to theirs of the 17th of Januasy. The 
Miniller'& letter reprefented the complaints of France ; as ufual, 
charging the American Government with the inexecution of the. 
treaties with France — with dHJ/tmulatiou — infmuating that our Triw 
bunals were fubjed to z fecret in/ktemce — holding up the Britifb- 
Treaty as replete with evil and injury, and " the principal griev- 
ance of the Republic" — accufing the American Government of at 
wiih to feize the firft favourable occaibn to confummaie an intl> 
mate union with Great Britain, and fuggefting that a devotion and 
partiality to that power have long beeii the piinciple o£ the con*^ 
iiudl of the Federal Government. 

To this letter of the French Minifter« the Envoys fent their 
reply on the 3d of April. This reply and their former letter 
dete^ the fopbifms and erroneous ftatements of the Minifter — 
expofe his naked afiertions — refute his arguments«-repel his ca- 
lumnies — and completely vindicate the fidc^ty, the jaftice, and,^ 
as a neutral power, the impartiality of the government of the 
United States; and, at the (ame time, exhibit the weighty and 
well-founded complaints of the United States againft the Frendi 
Republic. 

Hitherto, inftead of a defire ta obtain a feconciliadon, we can 
^ifcover iq the French governmp^t only imfi^ profijfipni of a defixe 
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to eonclHate ; while it ha«ghtil^ refuTed to receive our Envoys, 
and during fix months diiregarded their ferpe£lful and ardent foli- 
cltations to negotiate : And after one of them, whom it induced 
to remain in Fiance, had declared that *' he had no potjuers to treat 
Jefarately^ that the meajure 'was impoj/ible,^* then the Direftory ex- 
j)eilcd tnc other Two / . 

\i now we forvey Mr. Gerry's individual correfpondcnce, we 
ihali tind no folid evidence of any change in the difpofition of the 
French government. 

In his firft letter to Mr. Gerry, Mr. Talleyrand's artifice is vi- 
able: he addreiTes him as '< Envoy Extraordinary of the United 
States of America, to the French Republic j'* and propofes to him 
to ** re/ume their reciprocal communications.** Mr. Gerry, ap- 
prehending that the Miniiler intended to draw him into a nego- 
tiation, repeats what he had often before declared, that for him to 
treat feparately was imprafticablc : and that he can only confer 
with him informally. 

On the 2oih of April, Mr. Gerry addrefles a letter to the Mini- 
fter, and prefixes him to come forward with propofitions for termi- 
nating all differences, reHoring harmony, and re-ellablifhing com- 
jnerce between the two nations. He receives no anfwer. On 
xhe 28th he confers with the Minifier, who fays he cannot make 
propofition«> becaufe he does not know the views of the United 
States in regard to a treaty. Mr. Gerry gives him the informa- 
tion. He then promifes in three or four days to deliver Mr. Gerry 
the project of a treaty : this promife was never performed. On 
the i2th of May, the new inftruftions of March 23d, fcnt^ by the 
Sophia packet, reached Mr. Gerry ; and he gave immediate no- 
tice to the Minifter that heihould return to America in theSophia> 
as foon as Oip could be fitted for fea. 

«• On the 24th of May the Miniftcr fent his principal Secretary 
to inform Mr. Gorry, that his go*vernment did not 'wtjh to break the 
Britijh treaty ; but expeded luch provifions as would indemnify 
France, and put her en a footing with that nation.*.' Yet that 
treaty had been made, by the French government, its chief pre- 
tence for ihofe unjuft and cruel depredations on American com- 
merce which have brought diflrefs on multitudes and ruin on 
many of our citizens ; and occafioncd a total lofs of property to 
the United States of probably more than twenty millions of dol- 
Jars; beiides fubjedling our fellow-citizens to infults, (Iripes, 
wounds, torture, and imprifonment. And Mr. Talleyrand, in his 
letter of the 18th March, to the Envoys, declared that treaty to 
be *• the principal grievance of the Republic." But now, in- 
Head of breaking that treaty, France defires to be put on the 
fame footing, 'i'his the United States would at any time have 
done, and the Envoys were now explicitly inflru6led to do: and 
feven months before, all the Envoys in their converfation with 
Mr« BelUmjr (Y.) the confidential and authorized age^it of the 
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PrencY) Minil!er» told him " that h« might be aflbred that tbeh 
powers were fach as autliorized them to place France on equal 
ground with £ngland> in any refpedls in which an inequality mi^ht 
be fuppofed to exift at prefent between them» to die difadvantage 
•f France.'* 

7'he Secretary alfo mentioned the claims of the American dtizena 
on the French Republic : he faid, if the latter (hculd be unable to 
|>ay them^ when adjufted* and the United States would affiimd and 
pay them, France would reimbdrfe the amount thereof. This baa 
. the femblance of candour : but on the 4th of March, when the En- 
voys were in conference with Mr. Talleyrand, and they difclolcd 
their principal inftrnfHons, '* General Pinckney and Mr. Gerqr 
told him they u ere pofitively forbidden to alfnroe the debts to oar 
own citizen*, even if wc were te pay the money diredlly to them.** 
And doubtlefs it was becaufe the propofition was already known 
to be inadmiffible that it was now renewed. 

The Secretary and Mr. Gerry had alfo fome miimportant con- 
ver'atTon about the Confular Convention. And it is plaiii that 
the whole ohjedl of the Secretary's vifit was to amufe, by keep* 
ing aKve Mr. Gerry's hopes of fome pacific arrangements. 

On the 26th of May, Mr. Gerry had a conference with the 
Minifter; prcffing on this, as on former occafions, the'neceffity 
of fending aMinifter to the United States, with powers to nego- 
tiate ; to which, he fays, the Minifter acceded ; but afterwards 
explained hirafelf to mean a MiniAer to refiJe thtre iffitr the^ rati- 
Jiciiiion of the talked-of treaty- 

Such arc the proceedings of the French government, by its 
Minifter, Mr. Talleyrand, before the arrival of the printed dif.. 
patches of the Envoys. We difcover nothing but a propofition 
for treating with Mr. Gerry alone — which he had repeatedly dc» 
clared to be intbcjphle — and on terms which Mr. Gerry himfclf, 
as well as the other Envoys, had long before pronounced to be 
utterly inadmifTible, becaufe direftly repugnant to their inftruftions. 
"We Jhall now fee, by an examination of Mr. Gerry's fubfequent 
communications, that the publication of the Envoy's difpatchei, 
far from caufmg a difcontinuanqe of negotiations with nim, or 
any change in the difpofition of the French government more un- 
friendly to the United States, incomparably greater zeal for nc» 
gotiating was exhibited afterwards than before. " 

On the 30th of May, the Minifter annour.ces to Mr. Gerry the 
publication of the Envoys* difpatches. In his letter of the 27th 
of June, he fays this incident only " i^r a moment fufpended the 
principnl objefi*' — the negotiation with Mr. Gerry : and in his 
letter of June loth he declares, that '^ the French Government, 
fuperior to all the perfonalitics, to all the manoeuvres of its en- 
emies, perfeveres in the. intention of conciliating with finceriQr 
all the differences which have happened between the two covn- 
tries." On the iSth of Jane the Minifter feuds him a plan for con- 
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duSmg the negotiations ; for the firft time dates the '* three 
pt)ints" on which he fays *S all negotiations between France and 
the United States muft cfTentially reft ;"^ and *' gives (what h^ 
calls) a large developement'* of them; concluding by prefliing 
him to ren>ain at Paris, to accelerate the negotiation—" the 
drawing together of thofe ties which the French Republic and the 
trite J/mr icons have regretted to fee relaxed J^ 

On the 27thof June the Minifter again writes to Mr. Gerry, 
and in language the moft importunate, fuch as had never before 
been ufed» urges him not to withdraw, " when the French Govern- 
inenr, fuperior to all refentments, and never Hftening to any thing 
but juftice, manifefts itfclf anxiou,s to conclude a folid and mutually 
fatisfaftory agreement/* The Minifter even obferves, that the firfl; 
of the *' three points" mentioned in his preceding letter (refpcdt-- 
ing amicable declarations about mutual recriminations) might- be 
poflponed — that the third ( about the confular convention) would 
doub lefs experience no difficulty on either fide, after the fecond 
Hiould be amicably fettkcl ; That it was to \kvt fecond therefore the/ 
ihould firft attend ; it being fo much the more important, as it em- 
braced the fource of all the differences between the two nations. 
Arid oh the 2 2d of July, the Minifter renounces all demands of 
" loans and explanations on the fubjed of fpeeches ;" and cveu 
a£feds to be hurt that Mr. Gerry (hould have mentioned them : 
ahhouoh both he and his private agents had, before, fo long and 
fo obftinately perfevered in demanding them of the En^/oys, as the 
iiidifpenfable preliminaries to a negotiation. And duunlefs it is 
partly owing to the publication of their difpatches, thereby ex- 
posing (0 the world thofe Ihamelefs demands, with the fcandaloua 
propofition of the douceur, that they are now relinquiftied. 

In adducing thefe circumftances to fhew xht increa/ed %eal of 
tie French Government, fince the publication of the difpatches, 
to negotiate on its differences with the U.iitfed States, it is not to 
be underftood, that they afford a fhadow of evidence of its (in- 
cericy. • Bu? as profrjjjo^is^ verbal or written, furniflied the only 
ground on which Mr, Gerry could form his opinion, th.it ** be- 
fore the arrival of the difpatches of the Envoys, the. Minifter W3> 
fincere and anxious to obtain a reconciliation." much more, pro- 
ffcflions ftronger and more importunate, afterwards made, affjrd 
proportionably higher evidence of fincerity. But the prefcnt de- 
fails demonftraie that all thofe profeffions were merely oftcnfible. 
In the Miniftcr's laH- mentioned letter, after faying that his *' fe- 
cond point" was moft important, " as it embraced thefmrce of all 
the differencs,''* and that to this they ihould firjl attend->^\\^ pur- 
pofdy forgets it, pafTes over it, ani fends Mr. G<Try a note On the 
Confular Convention, of all poffible fubjeiSs in differenr^e the moft 
iniignificant ; as it would have expired by its own Ii;ritation in 
two years and a half; within which time, the commerce of .France, 
judging ftoni its prefent ftate of annihilation, would probably nftt 
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furnifK a (iDgl: fhip to v'lfv. the ports of the United Sufes. In his 
next letter, dated July 6th, he porfu-s his fpecaladons on the 
Conjnlar ComeKtion^ an.1 f;;nds Mr. Gcfry two more notes upon it j 
complaining that lie had not tranfmitted to him his opinion upon his 
lirft note, an;! n'commcndingthc twolaft to hisattrntion : although 
Mr. Gerry had repeatedly and politively declined a formal difcuf" 
fion, fuch as t^c Miniftcr now urged in writing. Mr. Gerry ftarcs 
'A(o that this iirfl note of the Mini(!er on theConfular Convention, 
was fent to him fi\ weeks after he had demanded his pafTport, and 
when his baggage was a£lua}ty on board the Sophia ! 

la a word, the more clearly the tmpoflibiliry of entering on a 
formal negotiation appeared> the more was it preiTid by the French 
Minifter. Mr. Gerry, in his letter to Mr. Talleyrand of July 
2och, as judly as pointedly expofes the boafted zeal of the Minif- 
ter — " You was the firft, you affirm, to prefi ferioufly the jiego- 
tiation : you will agree wih me that the merit would have been 
greater, had the mcafure itfclf been fafible.** Again he fays to 
theMinifter, " You frequently remind mc of your exertions [to 
negoiiate] which I am dif^)ofed as much as poifible to appreciate, 
regretting at the fame time their drfuitous direSion,^ 

From this detail of fa^s» the following are the neceilary- con. 
cittlions : 

That by the exdnfive attentions of the Minifter to Mr. Gerry, 
the French Government intended to excite the jealoufy of his col- 
leagues, to promote diffentions between them, to feparate him 
from them, and induce him to remain in France ; expefting ei- 
ther to feduce him into a formal negotiation of a treaty, on terms 
exclufively advantageous to France, and injurious and diflionora- 
b^e to the United States ; or, failing in tiiis^ to hold the United 
States in y^^ff/?, and prevent any meafures for ourfecarity — ^in 
the event of a war ; whilef. we, amufed and deluded by warm but 
empty profefHons of the pacific views and wiihes of France, and 
by " informal conferences,** '.might wait in fpiiitlefs torpor, hop- 
ing for a peaceful refult : and' /■ .. 

rhat by this courfe of proceedrngr:-this oftentatious difplay of 
zeal to adjuft differences, and reftore hV"'ony «nda friendly in-* 
tercourfe between the United States and Prance, the French Go- 
vernment intended, in cafe of a rupture, to ilnrow the blame on 
th& former. 

It is necefTaryto make a few obfcrvations on the decree of 
the Executive Dire^ory of the 31ft July 1798. 

This decree was fent after Mr. Gerry to Havre, and he fuppofes 
that the official impediments, which for feveral days prevented 
his failing, are to be afcribed to the Minifler's defire of fending 
the decree by him* The Minifler introduces it as *' a part of the 
meaiures which he had announced to Mr. Gerry on the zzA of 
July." .In his letter of that date to Mr. Gerry, theMinifter 
fays, ** By information which the Government has jufi received, 
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h ihdeed teams that violences have been comftiitted opon the 
coiniAisrce and citizens of the Utitted States in the Weft-Indies* 
and on their cdafts. Do it the juftice to believe that it needs onlf 
to know the fadls, to difavow all ads contrary to the laws of ihi 
Republic and its o<tJUn dtcrtet. A remedy is preparing for it, and 
orders tvill foon arrive in the Weft- Indies, calculated to caui6 
every thing to return within its juft limits." This " remedy" 
is the decree of the 3 ift of Jnly. 

I. The firft article of this decree confines to the fpecial agenti 
of the Directory, the right of ifluing commiffions to cruifers ; and 
requires thefe to conform themfelves to all the laws relative 
to cruifing and prizes, and efpccially to thofe of the ift ol 0£ko* 
ber, 1793. Although the injundlion to conform to all the lawt 
bf the Public relative to cruiAng was ominous, as the lanvs mofl 
, recently promulgated and beft known were themfelves the foarces 
of the depredations and evils of which we complained ; yet 
, not imagining that a decree introduced with (b much foletenity, of 
which one copy ^as fent to Mr. Gerry, another to the American 
Conful General at Paris, and a third to Mr. Letombe, late Con- 
ful General of France — all to be communicated t6 the Executive 
of the United States, and all of which have been received— 
could be a men parade of words. I was difpofed to conclude that 
the law of the ift of Oflober, 1793, to which all cruifers were 
efpectally enjoined to conform, might contain regulations that 
would afford fomc relief fi om French depredations. By the fa- 
vour of Mr. Letombe, I obtained a copy of that Uw ; and to 
my aftoniihmenc found its objed, conformably to its title, was 
" To determine the mode of dividing prizes made by French vef* 
fels on the enemies of the Republic."* And the only reflriftion, 
in this lengthy law of lix-and-tbrty articles, impofed on the in- 
dividuals officers, and all others, compoiing the crews of their 
armed veflels is, ** that they fhall not fell beforehand their even- 
tual (hares of prizes." 

2. The fecond article declares that all commiffions granted by 
the agents in the French colonies in America, to fit out vefTels for 
cruifers, ^r for war and commerce, fhall be void in thirty days 
after the publication of the decree in thofe colonies. 

It has been fuppofed that by this regulation the agents may ga- 
ther a frefli harveft of fees for new commiffions : and that this 
woald be ks only efife£t. The agents however had before taken 
care of thb ;' they had been accuftomed to limit the duration of 
privateers' commifiions ; and if they continued to cruife after their 
expiration, fiieh privateers (hould have been confidered as defti- 
tBte of commiffions, and eonfequently if they made any captures^ 

* DECRET de la Coqvcntion Nationale du I. 8. bre 1793, Pan 2d de 
la Republique I'raacatfe, 

Que determine le mode dtr Repartition des prifes faitet par ks vaUTeiiut 
Francais fur les ennemis de la Republique." 
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as pirates : — But the agentt knew their incereft better : they 
did not punifh the piratical captors— they did not declare their cap- 
tures void, and reftore the property to the neutral owners — ^but, de- 
claring fuch captors to have no title to the captured vefllis and car- 
goes, took the whole to themfelves. A remarkable inftance occurred 
in ihe laft year, in the cafe of the Eaft-India (hip Nenjj Jerfey^ be- 
longing to Philadelphia, to redeem which, the owners have paid to 
General Hedouvillb, Special Agent of the Executi've Dire£ioty 
in St. Domingo, upwards of two hundred thoafand dollars in caih. 
Whether any, and what portion of fuch prize-money goes into the 
chcll of the Republic, I am not informed. 

3. I'he third article declares that all agents and other deputies 
in the neutral pi/fffionst appointed to decide there on the validity 
of prizes taken by the French cruifers, and who (hall be fu(peAed 
of naving a dired or indired inte»ft in the cruifers^ (hall be imme- 
diately recalled. 

It is remarkable that this article, apparently defiened to corredt 
the monftrous abufe of public officers fitting in judgment in their 
own caufe3, (hould be limited to fuch of the French agents, and 
their deputies, as were appointed to re(ide in neutral places^ 
I do not know that an inftance of the kind exifts. For rilthough 
the French privateers, and tht ir prizes, find afyluras in the Sweediih 
and Danilh iflands, yet the papers are carried thence to Guada- 
loupe, ai^d there the capiured veflcls receive their doom under the 
fuperin tendance of another ^ff/c/ agent o^ the Executive Dire&ory^ 
Vi CTOR H UG u ES. And even the captured American vefFels carried 
into the Welt- India ports of Spain and Holland, do not there re- 
ceive fentenctf : thefe cafes are decided by the agent, or his dcpa-- 
ties, or other French tribunals, eftablifhed in the illand of St. Do- 
mingo, frequent I}', if not generally in the abfence of the maftcn 
and fupercargoes. The French agents and judges find no difiiculty 
in this mode of proceeding ; yi^/i-e- being adminiftered wiih more 
fadlify and dijpaich when only ove of the parties is prefent at the 
trial \ efpecially when the agents, or other judges, are intcrefted in 
the privateers; and this the prefent decree impliedly allows ; the 
penalty of «* recall" being applicable, as above fuggefled, to fuch 
agents only aS refide in neutral places ^ if any fuch there be. 

It is alfo remarkable, that this decree, which was to give the 
United States a proof of the juftice of the French government, 
(a g(n'ernment, Mr. Talleyrand fays, •• never liftenin^ to any« thing 
but juftice,") and of its defire of a reconciliation with the United 
States, ihculd be limited to the Weft Indies^ when zs great, if not as 
numerous abufes were prav^ifed by French agents and tribunals in 
Europe, and even France itfclf, as in her remote poffeffions. This 
too many of our citizens well know. For captures and condemna- 
tions are not the lefs abufes^ becaufe made under the colour of muni- 
opal laws and decrees which dire^ly violate treaties^ the law of 
nations, and the plaineft principles of juftice. y\t prefent I fliall 
' only mention, that in a report made by Major MoDntflorence, chan- 
cellor of the American confulate at Paris« to General Pinckoey, in 
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I>ecemhct,ij96, ahd which was laid before Congrefs in May, 1797, 
he flares, •• That the tribunals of commerce in every port of France^ 
take Cognizance, in the firft inftance, of every matter relative to 
captures at fca;'* and *' thefe tribunals (he adds) are chiefly com- 
pofed of merchants, and moft of them are, direftly or indireAly, 
more or lefs interefted in the fitting out of privateers; and there- 
fore are often concerned in the controverfies they are to determine 
upon." 

4. The fourth article requires the fpecial agents of the Execu- 
tive Dircftory at Cayenne, St. Domingo, and Guadaloupe, ftudi- 
oufly to take care, that the interefts and property of veffcls, belong* 
ing to neutrals and allies, be fcrupuloufly refpeded. 

We have too long witnefled the ftudious and fcrupulous care 
of thefe gentlemen refpeding the property of neutrals and allies, 
and experienced its ruinous confequences ; and as the fame laws 
which authorized that *• care" remain in force, and with a frclh 
injun^ion of a ftrift conformity to them, we can exped only a con- 
tinuance of f he fame abufes. 

^. The fifth article enjoins the Special Agents of the Executive 
DireAory, Confuis, and all others in veiled with powers for that 
purpofe, to caufe to be arreted and punilhed all who (hall contra- 
vene the provifions of the prefent decree. — Unfortunately, thefe Spe- 
cial Agents, Confuis, and their Duputies, are themfelves the oggref- 
Jcrs^ and juftify their proceedings under the laws of the Republic, 
and the Decrees ©f the Executive Direftory. 

This analyfis of the prefent Decree manifefts its futility; and, 
with fome remarks on its preamble, will demonilrate it to be a bold 
ioipoilttre; intended to roillead the citizens of the United States 
into a belief that the French government was going to put an end 
to the depredations of French cruifers on American commerce; 
while the means propofed are fo grofs as to b^ an infult on our un- 
derhand ings. 

The Preamble to the Decree fcts forth, " that information r«?- 
titttlj received from the French colonies, and the continent of Ame- 
rica, leaves no r6om to doubt that French cruifers, or fuch as call 
themfelves French, have infringed the laws of the Republic relative 
to cruiling and prizrs;" and *' that foreigners and pirates have 
abufed the latitude allowed at Cayenne and the Weft-India iflands, 
to veiTds fitted out for cruiling, or for war and commerce, in order 
to cover with the French flag their extortions and the violation of 
the refped due to the law ot nations, and to the perfons and pro- 
perty of allies and neutrals." And Mr. Talleyrand, in one of his 
letters before noticed, dated the 22d of July laft, fpeaks of this 
informiition, as having been *' juft received." 

But what has been more notorious than French depredations 
on neutral, and efpecially on American commerce, in violation of 
treaties and the law of nations ? Thefe have been coeval with the 
exiting war in Europe; but were multiplied under the loofe Decree 
of the Executive Diredory palled the 2d of July, 1796, declar- 
ing that ** the flag of the French Republic will treat neutral veflels, 
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either as to confifcation, to fearches, or to capture, in the fame man- 
ner as ihtyjhalt lufFer the Englilh lo treat them." 

This decree committed the whole commerce of neutrals, in the 
firft inftance, to the rapacity of French privateers, and then to the 
difcretion of their Agents, Confuls, and Tribunals. 1 hefe had 
only to fay, truly or falfcly, that the Englilh treaced neutrals in any 
given way, and then they were to treat them in the fame manner. 
Accordingly we have feen Santhonax and Raimond, Commillioners 
of the Frtnch Government in St. l")omingo, in their aci judication 
of an American veflel, on the icth of January, 1797, declare, 
** 11 at the rerolution {vr decree) paffed by the Executive Direc- 
tory, on the 2d ot July, 1796, pnfcribes to all the armed vefftls 
ol the Republic, and the armed vefTels belonging to individuals, to 
treat neuiral vcfTcls in the fame manner as they fuffer the Engliih to 
treat them;** and *• that it is in confequence of the above refo- 
lution of the Executive Diredory^ and in confequence of the man- 
ner in which the Englifh Government in the Antilles treats neutral 
veffels, that the commiflion paffed their refolution of the 7th of 
January, by which they declare all neutral veffels bound to or from 
£ngli(h ports, to be legal prize." From thefe fadts, and the tenor 
of the decree itfelf, we can form but one conclulion. That it nvas 
framed in fuch indefinite terms y on purpofe to ginje f cope for arbitrary con* 
firu&iomy and confcquently for unlimited opprejfftQn and vexation* 

But without waiting for this decree, the Commiflloners of the 
French Government at St. Domingo beean their piracies on the com- 
merce of the United States : and in February, i797» wrote to the 
Minifter of Marine, (and the extract of the letter appeared in the 
official journal of the Executive Diredlory of the ^ch of Jmic) 
•* 1 bat having found no refource in finance, and knowing the un- 
friendly difpofitions cf the Amtricans, and to avoid pefilhing in 
diftrefs, they had armed for cruifing ; and that already e^hiy-fevcn 
truifer* were at fea ; and that for three momhs preceding, the ad- 
minillration had fuMifted, and individuals been eniicbed, with the 
produd of thofc prizes." — " That the decree of the 2d of July 
was not known by them until five months aftei'wards. But (fay ihcyj 
the (hocking conduft of the Americans, and the indireB knowledge 
of the intentions of our Government, made it our duty to order re- 
prifals, even. before we had received the official notice of the de- 
cree." — They ft licitate themfelves that American veffels were daily 
taken; and declare that they had learnt, by divers perfona tirom the 
continent, that the Americans were perfidious, corrupt, the frienda 
of England, and that therefore their veffels no longer entered the 
French ports, unleiii carried in by force." 

After this recital, before the Council of Five Hundr^j Pkftoict 
makes the following remarkable refiiei^ns : 

<* On reading this letter, we (hould think that we had been dreain« 

"ing ; that we had been tranfported into a favage country, where 

men, ftill ignorant of the empire of morals and of laws, commit 

crimes without jQiame and without remoife, and applaud then^elves 
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for their robberies as Paulus ^milius or Cato would have praifed 
themfelves for an eminent fervice rendered to their country. 
Cruifers armed againft a friendly nation 1 Reprifals, when it is we 
ourfelves who attack ! Reprifals againil a nation that has not taken 
a (ingle veffel of ours ! Riches acquired by the confifcation of 
the ihtps of a people to whom vve are united by treaties, and whom 
no declaration of war had feparated from us !" — *• The whole dif- 
cpurfe of the Agents may be reduced to thefe few words : * Hav« 
ing nothing wherewith to buy. I feize ; I make myfelf amends for 
the property which 1 want by piracy, which en iches me ; and 
then I flander thofe whom I have pillaged.' ** This is robbery 
judified by felfiQineis and calumhy." Yet Santhonaxt one of thefe 
•* robbers,*' and the chief of thofe Diret^orial Agents, continued 
in office, and going a few months afterwards from St. Domingo 
to France, was received as a member into one of the Legiilativc 
Councils. 

Paftoret alfo adverts to- a letter from Merln, then Minifter of 
Juftice, and now a member of the Executive Direilory, to Mr. 
bkipwith, Conful General of the United States, which alfo ap- 
peared in the Journal of the Diredory; and quotes the follow- 
ing paflage : ** Let your Govprnment break the inconceivable 
treaty which it concluded on the 1 9th of November, 1 794, with 
Qur mod implacable enemies, and the French Republic will ceafe 
to apply in its own favour the regulations in that treaty, which 
favour England to the injury of France ; and I warrant you that 
we Ihall not fee an appeal to thofe regulations, in any tribunal^ to 
fupport unjuft pretenjions.** <* Have I (fays Paftoret) read this 
rightly ? Unjujl pruenjions / Could it be pof&ble that they (honld 
thus have been charaderiaed by the MiniHer who is himfelf their 
agent and defender f " 

After all, this *• inconceivable Bri:iih treaty," was itfelf but a 
pretext to countenance the " unjuft preteniions," as Merlin him- 
felf calls them, ufed by the French Government In its tribunals, 
for the purpole of condemning American vefTels. The details I 
have already given prove it. \ beg leave to adduce other evi- 
dence. It is the teftimony of Mr. Barlow, an American by birth, 
but for ieveral years pa ft a citizen of France, a man of acknow- 
ledged difcernmei^t and talents, devoted to the French Republic, 
^nd intimate with her leading men. Mr. Barlow has long refided 
at Paris, and cannot have miftaken the views of the French 
Government, nor the m uives of its condud. Mr.' Barlow's let- 
ter dated at Paris the liril of March, 1798, to his brotb«r-in-Iaw 
Mr. Baldwin, has doomed the writer to infamy : yet when it de- 
fcribes the principles and condud of the French Republic, it me- 
rits attention. He fays, '• that act of fubmiflion to the Britilh 
Government, commonly called Jay's Treaty, is ufually qonfi- 
deredj both by its friends and enemies, as the fole cauie, ar at 
l«aA the great cattle of tke prdeat hoflilc difpofitidn of the 
5 French 
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French Republic towards the United States, This opinion (fays 
he) it erroneous." He then proceeds to an enumeration of a 
variety of matters which he fays have influenced the conduft of 
France. But the moil provoking, and the moft unpardonable 
of aU the offences of the Uniled States againil France, was, 
fortunately, not an z€t of the po*vernment, but an a6t of the 
people. The Freemen of the Uni:ed States, •' the true Ame- 
ricans," dared to exercife their independent rights, and con- 
trary to the wiihes of the French Government, and the 
endeavours and prafHces of its Minifter, Adet, elected Mr. 
Adams to the office of Prefideut. Mr. Barlow's obfervations on 
this event further develope the character and the principles of that 
Government. He fays, ** when the ele^icn of Adams was an- 
nounced here, it produced the order of the 2d of March*, which 
was meant to be little ihort of a declaration of war:" ** the Go- 
vernment here was determined to fleece you of your property, to a 
fufficient degree to bring you to your feeling in the only nerve in 
which It was prefumed your fenfibility lay, which was your pecu- 
niary intereft." And what was this «* feeling" to produce ? 
The anfwer is obvious — Suhmjfion to the wllofthe Fraicb Govern- 
ment. The myftery of French politics is here unveiled. The 
United States did not/tdmit : Hence the non-reception of her En- 
voys, and their haughty treatment : Hence the infultiog demands 
of tribute as a preliminary even to their reception ; and hence 
the expulfion of two qf them from France. 

But to return to the decree of the Executive Diredlory of the 
3iftof July laft. 

I have alreidy (hewn that the mafs of the depredations on the 
commerce of the United States, under the French flag, of which 
we fo juftly complain, are net thofe committed, as the Dirf^dlory 
in their preamble infinuate, by " foreigners and pirates," but by 
French armed veflTels commiflioned by the Government or its 
agents ; or whether commiflioned or not, whofe afts in capturing 
American veffels receive the fan6Hon of French Confuls, of French 
Tribunals, and of fpecial Aj^ents of the Direftory. I have (hewn 
that the laws of France and the DireAorial decrees, are themfelvcs 
the fources of thofe violations of treaties and the law of nations, 
which have caufed fuch immenfe lofl^es to the citizens of the United 
States. And to the proofs already offered, that the information 
of fuch aggreffions and abufes, particularly in the Weft Indies, 
and on the coaft of America, was not, as the preamble fuggefts, 
but " recently received,** I may add, that their " fpecial 

* It will be recolle£led that this is the Decree of the Executive Dircdlory. 
ordering the capture and condemnation of American veiTcls not having a 
role d* equipage — that fruitful fourcc of plunder to Frenchmen, and of ruin 
to American citizens } and which alfo declared all American feamen, mak- 
ing a part of the crew of enemies' ihips, even when put on board them by. 
force, to be firatei^ and dire6led them to be treated as f^ch. 
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gents** authorized thofe depredations and violations of the law of 
nations, by decrees affuming the laws cf the Republie, the ads 
of the Executive Directory, for their bafes— by decrees printed 
and publiihedf and undoubtedly from time to time reported by 
thofe agents to the Diredlory itfelf. Further, thefe outrages on 
the American commerce have for years pad been the theme of 
every tongue, and filled columns in our newfpapers — thofe newf- 
papers which Mr. Barlow fays, '* the office of Foreign Affairs (at 
Paris) regularly receives." I will conclude this point with the 
teftimony of Mr. Letombe, late Conful General of the French 
Republic, and (lill reiiding in Philadelphia. He has long fince, 
and repeatedly afiured me, that he collefled all thofe accounts of 
depredations and outrages committed by French privateers^ and 
(ranfmitted them to his Government at Paris. 

In relation to the depredations and outrages committed by the 
French on the commerce of the United States, I have faid that as 
great t\f hot as numerous abufes were praftifed by the French in 
Europe^ and even in France itfelf, as in her remote poffeflions : 
and that this fadt was but too well known to our citizens who had 
felt feverely their efFefts. Among thefe we have feen the cafe of 
the ihip Hare, Captain Hayley ; but never in all its diigufting 
features. With this I will clofe my obfervations on the preamble 
of the Diredtorial decree of the 31ft July. 

Extrad of a letter from Rufus King, Efq. Minifter of the 
United States in London, dated September 3, 1798, to the Secre* 
tary of State of the United States. 

♦' The pretence for this arretc [the decree of the Diredlory of 
July 3ill]> is of a piece with the vindication of Talleyrand re- 
fpeding X. y. and Z. and the juftice and lincerity of the Direc- 
tory (hould be afccrtained, not by their word, but by the follow- 
ing cotemporaneous fa(ft.** 

•* Hayley, an American citizen, mailer of the American ihip 
Hare, lying in the port of London, laden with a rich cargo, the 
property of Americans, arid bound to New- York, went with my 
pafTport from London to Paris, where, in a perfonal interview, 
not with the agents of the Minifter of Marine, but with the Mini* 
fier him/elf 9 he difclofed his plan of bringing the fhip Hare "and 
her cargo into France ; and to enable *hini to receive the profits of 
the fraud, without rifking the puniihment of piracy, he demanded 
and received from the Minifter of Marine a commiffion naming 
him the commander of a privateer that did not exid; with which 
in his pocket he returned to Londan, and foon after carried the 
ihip Hare and her cargo as a prize into France. 

*' The ihip and cargo were both claimed by the American 
owners ; and upon the unveiling of this infamous proceeding be-' 
fore the lower tribunals, the judges heiitated ; and .finally refufed 
to fanfiion fo unheard of a fraud ; though, ioftead of refloring the 
property to its lawful owners, they on fome frivolous pretence 
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adjudged both (hip and cargo to be good prize to the nathn-^ 
lAtcIy the Tribunal in the lalt refort, upon the appeal of HayJey, 
has reverfed the judgment of the lower Court, and *' decreed th^ 
Ihip and cargo to be condemned as good prize to this renegado." 

** If a tranfaftion more grofsly corrupt and infamous hay oc- 
curred in tke Weil Indies — 1 have not heard of it ; and yet witl^ 
this cale of unequalled infamy and corruption before them, fane- 
tioned by th^ highefl Tribunals in the nation> the Directory expe^ 
to amuf^ us with a difavowal of th^ condu6i of a few fubaltem 
agent s> in a remote part of their dominions I ! !*' 

fieiides the communications from Mr. Gerry, I have received 
from Fulwar bkipwith, Elq. Conlul General of the United States 
at Paris, three letters dated the 4th, Stb, and 22d of Auguft, copies 
of which and of the papers therein referred to, are herewith pre- ' 
fented, excepting the decree of July 31ft, which appears among; 
the com9)unicatio9s from Mr. Gtrry. Mr. Skipwkh's letter of 
Auguft azd with its inclofures, was delivered to me by Dr. Logan ; 
I had previcuily received th? original, ^hich had been brought 
over by Mr. Woodward of BoHon. 

Dr. Logan havir.g been the bearer of the lad-pa en tioned 
communication from the French Government, and his embasst 
having not only engaged the attention of the public, but been 
]nade the fubje^ of debaite in Congrefs, I trull it will not b^ 
deemed improper to introduce into this report iome ciicumftances 
refpe^ng it. 

On the 1 2th of November the Podor came to me 9t Trentoa i 
he ^dvaneed with eagernefs, and handed me the packet from 
]4r. Skipwith. On examining its contents, I told the Dodtor 
that I had already poiTefled the fame papers. I m^de fome ifo 
marks pn the decree of the Diredtory of the 31ft of July, to fhew 
that it was only oftenfible and illufory ; and that it would not give 
any relief to the commerce of the United States. The Doctor, 
not contefting my arguments or opinion, (aid that more was in- 
tended to be done ; but that the Dire^ory could not accompli ih 
^t of themfelves ; feeing it depended on the lanus which the I#r 
gifiati'v$ Coutuils alone could change. I anfwered, that this was 
cafy to he done: that as the Diredlory, on the 18th Fru£tidor 
[Sept. 4th, 1797] had garbled the two Councils, and banifhed 
JDme and difmiifed others of the befl members— -all who were 
firmly oppofed to their views, and as on the new ele^ions to £upn 
ply the vacancies and the new third of the Councils, theDiredory 
&Bt home every new member who was not agreeable to them — 
every body mufl fee that the Directory had but to declare its <u/// 
and it would be obeyed. The Dofior faid. That the Diredory 
was very well difpofed tow^s the United States, and deftred a 
xeconciUation; that they would promote a reviiion of the laws ia 
f egard to privateering, fo aa to put the rights of aeutud nations 
^ a jufi footing; hat tb^x it wottl4 uka &mc time to bring this 
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aboutt ** the people concerned in pri<vateering ha'vhg gained a very great 

iofluence in the i^ws Councils!** / / Is it nectflj^ry 

tp inquire how this •* very great influence" has been obtained ? are 
the leading members owners of privateers ? Or do they receive iheir 
(hares of prize-money from tho^c who are? Do the legiflarive coun- 
cils really aft independently of the Direftory ? Or dvjes the fame 
•* influence" aduate bo^h ? — The printed difpMtches of our Envoys, 
under the date of Oftober 79, 1797, fl^^^'» o" '^^ information of 
Mr. Talleyrand's private agent, A. that Merlin, one of the mem- 
bers, and now or late Prefideni of the Diredory, was to receive no 
part of the ^/oar<'ar demanded of the Envoys, becaufe he *was paid hy 
the owners of privateers \ and in refped to the loan then demanded, 
on which fybjcftjt was fu^gefted that one cf the Envoys ftiould go 
to America, to confult the govcrnmenr, the Envoys •' afkcd Mr. X. 
^f, in the meantime, the Direftory would orJcr the Am^'ric^^ pro- 
perty, not yet paffed into the hands of the privareerfmen, to ht 
i:eftored ? He faid explicitly that thc-y W( uld nor. The Envoys aflced 
him whether they would fufpend further depredations on our com- 
merce? Hefliid they would not : but Mr. Talleyrand obferved, that 
on this fubjrft we could not fuflain much additional injury, becaufe 
the winter feafon was approaching when few additional captures 
could be made." Here we fee pur Envoys ii^quiring — n )t whether 
the /wo Councils would fufpend thcfe depredations — Ivjt whether the 
DireBcry would do it: and Mr. Talleyrand's agent, X. without in- 
timating that the Directory nvanttd ponver, or that they could only 
*• endciivor to prov(^ke in the legiflature, a revifion of their mari- 
time laws" — anfwered peremptoril) , that the dikt.ct oky nvould 
vot fufpend the depredations. \ he truth is. that it was an '\^\ of the 
Direilory alone, (their decree of the 2d of March 1797) which au- 
thorized and produced more extenfive depreiiatit;ns on the com- 
merce of the United States than any other decree or law of rhc 
French Republic. To effeft a r peal of that deciee, no application 
to the legiflative councils could be neceffary. They could alfo 
have repealed another of their own decrees, that of the 2d of July, 
1796, which fubjeded neutral property, and particularly that of 
American citizens, to the difcretion of their Confuls and cruifers 
in the European feas, as well as of their privateers and agents in 
the Wefl Indies, and on which thefe ag'^nts have founded oiher nu- 
merous decrees, which have occafi ned thofe fhocking depredations 
and ab'ufcs there, and on the coalt of the United States, which the 
Direflory, by their decree of the jifl of July M. affea to reftr^in. 
When the Executive Diredory wifhed to enlarge the field o\ de- 
predations on neutral commerce, and on the 4th of January, 1798^ 
proppfed to th^ two Councils the projeft of the iniquitous law ♦« to 
declare to be good prize every veflel and her cargo, to ijohomfoe'ver 
ielongingf if any part of the cargo came from England or her pof. 
feffions"— there was a ready obedience, •• The Direftory thinks it 
urgent and nccjefT^ry tp pafs the law." The plan of a decree is re- 
ported 
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ported to the Council of Five Hundred on the iith; and '* ur* 
jgency" being declared, is immediately and unanimoufly adopted. 
it goes to the Council of Ancients — that Council approves the aft 
'cf •* urgency;" and on the 18th of January the projeft of the Di- 
ledory becomes a law. 

This law was necefTary for the French government : (6 many 
American vcffels had been entrapped by the Direftory's decree of 
March 2d, 1797, requiring the rSU d'tquipage^ that the refidue 
were now generally provided with that paper : (ome new pretext was 
therefore requifite for «* fleecing" the people of the United States 
of their property : and an ordinance of one of the Kings of France, 
jnade near a century paft, having declared lawful prize, " the vef- 
fcb and iheir cargoes in which was found Englilh* merchandize he- 
hngittg to enem'tt'i^* — the Direftory declare, that the provifions of 
thi& ordinance ought to ie extended^ to comprehend the vefTfls and 
cargoes oi friends ; that is, of allied and neutral nations. The Di- 
lettory knew that the United States, whofe inhabitants were chiefly 
adtivators, required a greater fupply of Englifli raanufafturcs than 
any other neutral country, of equal population; and thofe manu- 
factures too, were, from the courfe of American commerce, com- 
bined wiih almoil all our mercantile operations, and pervaded en- 
tirely our ^reat coafting trade. Hence it is evident that this law 
was chii^fly aimed at them. 

It will be remembered alfo, that this law was pafled while our 
three Envoys were at Paris, where they had pafled three months 
onheeded by the French Government, except by its indignities— 
and where they had in vain folicited to be heard on the juft claims 
of our citizens, plundered and ruined under the former decrees of 
the Republic. This time was preferred, in order to add infult to 
injury. The Envoys had firmly refifted her demands of loans and 
douceurs ; and when fpeaking of their country, dared to intimate, 
that it was independent: it was therefore requifite, on the French 
fyilem, to ** chairife," as well as ** fleece" if. 

In clofing this fuhjedl, it will be proper to notice an affertion of 
Mr. Talleyrand in a converfation with the Envoys on the zd March, 
J798. In reply to feme oUfcrvations of his refpecling the proofs 
of triend (hip required by France from the United States, Genera] 
Pinckney obferved, ** that the Envoys being in France was a proof 
of tile friendly difpoiition of our Government ; and that while they 
were there, the French Government had pafled a decree for feizing 
neutral vefTels having on board any article coming out of Fngland ; 
which in its operation would fubjeft to capture all our property on 
the ocean. Mr. Talleyrand replied, that this ivas not particsJar to 
K/, but nvas common to all the neutral powers" This aflertion of 
Mt. Talleyrand is not true. Although the decree in its terms is 
general^ and applicable tO all the neutral powers, yet in its operation, 
it <was not de/tgned to be, and has not been Jo applied — it has not touched 
a veflTel of Fruffia. The motives to this exemption are obvious : 

France 
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France wifhed not by irritating Pruilia, to adil fo powerful a nation, 
and one fo near at hand, to the number of her enemies, while her 
peace with Auftria remained precarious. But this exemption of 
rruflian veflels from the operation of a general laiv, merits particular 
notice. It demonftratcs that there exills in the French Republic m 
djfpenfing power — a pwDer ahwe the lanxis — a pvwer fwbicb can pre^ 
^oent their execution: and it is alike demonftrable that this fovereign 
contronling power can exift, and in fad does exift, in the Execu- 
tive Dirediory. It might thpn, if the Direftory defired it, be ex- 
ercifed in the exemption of American as well as Frujfian veflels : But 
the DircAory 4o not defire it : we have not yet been fufficicntly 
•* fleeced" and " chaftifcd," 

Mr. Skipwith's letter of the 4th of Auguft incloftrd the Decree 
of the Executive Dircdory already noticed, paffed the 31ft of July, 
refpeding French depredations in the Weft Indies and on the coaft 
of the United States. His letter of the 8th of Auguft inclofed Mr. 
Talleyrand's letter to him of the 6th, refpediog that decree in 
which it is plain that the Minifter fuppofes the world, and particu- 
larly the United States, will be amuf<:d by that illufory device, and 
imagine that it was intended to ftop abufes, and give fecurity 10 
neutral commerce. 

Mr. Skipwith's letter of the 2 2d of Auguft covers another letter 
from Mr. Talleyrand, dated the 20th of Auguft, in which he en- 
clofes copies of two letters from the Minifter of Marine, refpeAing 
American (eamen who had been imprifoned. When, in July lait, 
an embargo was laid on the American m rchant vcffels in the ports 
of France, the agents of the Marine took out their crews and threw 
them into prifon ; thus hazarding the lofs of the vefTels, and in- 
juring the men by confinement and the bad provifions of their jails. 
Thcfe feamen were ordered to be releafed. The other letter from 
the Minifter of Marine required that no injury (hould be done to 
the fafety and liberty of the officers and crews of American veffels 
found to be in order, nor to pafTengers and other citizens of the Unittd 
States having paiTports and protcdions. 

The fame letter from Mr. Skipwiih enclofed the copy of a De- 
cree of the Directory paffed the i6ih of Auguft, for taking off the 
Embargo, laid a month before on American veffels. 

The Decree iifelf occupies but two lines ; but its preamble is ex- 
tended, for the purpofe of infulting the Govtrnment of the United 
States, when an ad of common juftice was done to fome of their 
citizens ; by infinuating that the Government was ** abandoned to 
the paffions of the Britifti cabinet." This, however, is but the re- 
petition of a calumny familiar to French diplomacy, refpeding 
other nations as well as our own. Barras, Prefident of the Direc- 
tory, in his vaiedidtory addiefs to Mr. Munroe, declared that 
<« France would not abafe berfeif by calculating the confequences 
of the condefcenfion of the American Gwemment^ to the Aigg^ions 
<pf her former tynmti :" profefling at the fame time gicat " efteem 
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for the American /«//,?." Mr. Ac^'et had hrfore charged the Anw- 
lican Gc*verfiment with a "perfidious condcfccnfion to ihc Englifh ;** 
and after making his laft communicarions to the Gtywrnmentt he, 
bv their immediate publication under his orders, appealed {jom the 
Ccn:ernm€nt to the pecph of the Unired States. Yet Mr. TalleyraaJ 
fays, that the French Government has indeed «• comp! incd of the 
-American Government, but to the Government itfclf^^ meaning to 
have it undcrftood, though carefully avoiding the cxpreflion, that 
it had complained to the Government ah*"-. With the like fophi^ry 
he attempt? to evade our well-foundc i jUegations, that the French 
G^ vt inrnent has made reproac^/"'! and injurious diftinftions between 
the GVxnv; ////-«/ and/ './.' ( f ihe United States, endeavopring xofe^ 
farate the latttr fipm the former. He fays •* it is utterly falfe^ 
jiotwithftanding the public and private infinuations which have been 
made, in private writings and m folemn aAs, t^ar t'n- French Gl-i 
▼ernment has ever fought to detach the pec p!e ot the United States 
from the Conftitution they ha've given themfel'ves.** Such a charge 
againft the French Government has not, that I know, ever beca 
made by the American Government : but we have accufed them» 
and truly, with endeavours to detach ihc fecple of the Unired Slates 
from the Government chofcn by ihemfelves to adminrji-r that conftiia- 
tion : and this the Minifter does not attempt to deny. The Direc-» 
tory would perhaps be contented that the people fliould retain the 
forms of " the Conftitii i. n they hare given themfclves," and to 
*which they are attached, provit ed they would eledl to adminifter 
it, men devoted to France, and ready to obey the intimations of 
her will. And becaufe the /^'(?//^ have not been thus ohfequious,^ 
but have dared to make a different eleOion, the Krench Govern- 
ment has exprefll'd its •' terrible" refenrment. Mr. Barlow has af- 
fured us, in the pafTage already cited from his letter, that for this 
fmgle act o( the people of the United Stares, in exercifmg freely their 
right of eleftion, the Dircif^ory paffcd a Decree " which was mean^ 
to be Httle fhortof a declaration of war ;" by which it •* was deter- 
mined xojleece the people ot their pre petty :'* certainly in expcdia- 
tion that, by touching their feeling in that ** nerve,*' they would 
be induced, in order to faie their property ^ to fubmit implicitly to the 
Government of France. Failing in iliis attempt, the French Go- 
vernment made another, in the decree of the i8th of January, 1798, 
which, ihou^ general in its /^rzoj, I have Ihewn to have been le- 
•velled dire£fly and chirjly at the commerce of the United States. And 
this at the time (as I have before remarked) when three Envoys ex- 
traordinary were waiting, n^onth ^fter month, and moft refpe^fully 
foHciting to be heard, and to qnter on the difcuffion of all the fub- 
jefts of difference between the two countries ; and among thefe, on. 
the French depredations on our commerce. Yet Mr. Talleyrand 
has the confidence to aflfert, and to Mr. Gerry too, one of thoffc 
Envoys, that the French Government " never refufed and never 
will lelulcf to enter into difcuffion upon eyery proper fubjeft !" 

Docs 
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Docs the Minifter mean thar jho/e depredations are not *' a proper 
lubjc(^^ of difcuffion?" Yes, with refpeft to a vaft proportion of 
them. Mr. Y. his p ivate agent, explicitly told oui- Envoys, that 
the condemnations of vcff Is for want of the role i* equipage were not 
to be tjUeftiohed ; ** thst being a p-^int pn which Merlin ^ while Mi- 
nifttr of Juftice, had written a treaiife, and on which the Diredoiy * 
were dtfcuied.'* 

It is fit here to rccolleft another and a pereihptory tcftifal of the 
French Guvernmenr, ** to enter into difcuirion" upon the fubje^Ss 
of difference between France and the United States. 

Gtneral Pinckney, appointed the Minifter Plenpotentiaryof the 
United States to the French Republic, went to Paris in the autumn 
of I7q6. Thtre was at firft (as in the cafe of the Envoys extraot- 
dinarj in 1797) a fhcw of rtceiving him : but foon the feene was 
clian^ed ; and he was not only rcfufed a hearing, and after bearing 
a thoufand indignities, OrJered to leave France; but the prcdecefibr 
of Mr. Talleyrand, Cha.les be La Croix, in a letter to Mr. Mon- 
roe, intended to be communicated to General Pinckney, declared, 
(being fptcially charged. to do fo by the Directory, and Mr, De La 
Croix repeated the declaration to General Pinckney's fecretary) 
" That it will not acknowledge nor receive another Minifter Ple- 
nipotentiary from the United States, until after the redrefs of the 
grievances demanded of the American Government, and which the 
French Republic has a right to expeft from it." To this refolution 
we have feen the Diredory adhere ; and we have alfo feen, in the 
demands it made to our Envoys Extraordinary, as the indifpenJahU 
preliminaries to any negotiation, vvhat it meant by a *• redrefs of 
grievances," ptior to the reception of a Minifter from . America : 
it conftfted in a douceur for the pocket of the Diredors and Minifters 
—in the purchafe at par of thirty-two millions of Dutch 5«ar///W, 
ihcn worth but half that ftim — and in Leans as immenfc and inde- 
finite as their depredations on our commerce. 

The fame letter from the French Minifter I)c La Croix to Mt. 
Monroe, affords another proof of the aim and endeavours of the 
French Government to feparate the people from the Government of 
the United States. In the fen fence next following the above quoted 
paflfege, Mr, De La Croix fays, •• I pray you to be perfuadco, ci- 
tizen Minifter, that this deietmination having become neccffary, 
allows to fubfift between the French Republic and the American 
feopUt the a&dion founded upon former bencftts and reciprocal 
xntercfts." 

If I were to allow myfelf to make any further reflections on 
the ccndudl of France tov\ards the United States, it would be 
to illuftrate the truth of Mr. Barlow's alTertion, That the French 
Government determimd to fleece us. Jf the French Government 
" liftened (as Mr. Talleyrand fays it does) tc nothing but juf- 
tice," and really deiired a reconciliation, it would have propofed 
to Jhc /ome mea/ure of Jatisfa^ion f©r the injurie*it faid k had re-. 
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ceived. Or if too proud to propofe to us, at leaft it would hai^e 
prefcribed to itfelf, feme Jimit to reprifals : or at any rate, it 
would not have fpurned us from its prefence, when we refpedlfuUy 
prefented ourfelves, fought a reconciliatioD, and offered to make 
a juft fatisfadion for every injiwy we had committed. And if fas 
IWr. Talleyrand afferts) *' the French Government has not ceafed 
to offer the exaA juiHce it demands," it would alfo have permitted 
ws to (late our claim. — But it would have been fo eafy to afcertain 
all the damages we had done; and their amount would have been 
fo fmall ; even if we agreed to pay for all Erglifh, Spani(h> 
and Dutch vefTels brougiit by French cruifers into our ports» 
while all thofe nations were at war with France— a few of which 
the juftice of the federal courts, in ^vindication of the fo'vereignty 
9/ the Vfiittd States, refcued from the hands of the French ' Jon- 
.luls. Agents, and Privateerimen ; and if to the amount we alfo 
added ten times the value of the miferable corvette Le Caflius, a 
vefijbl which had been unlawfully fitted out for war in the United 
States, but which has been the burden of every note from Adet's 
in 1795, to Dela Croix's and Talleyrand's in 1796 and 1798, 
the amount of the whole, it was known, would be fo finally--' 
the French Government did not choofe to have it afartained : for 
then the injuries done by the French to the commerce of the Uni- 
ted States mull alfo have been examined and adjufled : and when* 
z^yaSitdi^ payment muft have been made or flipulated : but in this» 
the French Government, doubtlefs thought *' it would find only a 
real difadvantage :*' the amount of its own demands dednfled 
from thofe of America, would hardly feem to have diminifhed 
the latter. 

Such a mutual adjuflment would alfo have been accompanied 
with: a fetilement 0^ all quefiions and difputes about the con- 
flrudlicn of treaties, and all other fubjedts of dilFerencje : But in 
this alfo the French Government, upon its own fy{lem> ** would 
have found a real difadvantage." For it would have vaftly re- 
duced the field for privateering in the European feas , and in the 
Weft-Indies it would have been nearly annihilated : for there* 
for every vefTel taken from the enemies of France, her cruifers have 
probably captured twenty belonging to the United States, But 
the French Government, by always abfiaining from making fpe- 
cific demands of damages — by refufi^ng to receive our Miniflers 
•—by at length propoiing to negotiate in a mode which it kne^ 
to be impradticable, — with the perfon who had no powers* and 
who therefore conftantly refufed to negotiate — and ^hus wholly 
avoiding a negotiation— it has kept open the field for complaints 
of wrongs and injuries, in order, by leaving th^m undefined, to 
furnifh pretences for unlimited depredations. 

In this way •• it determined to fleece us :'* In this way it gra- 
tified its a*varice andre<venge — and it hoped alfo to fatiate its am- 
bition. After a long feries of infults onrefented, and a patient 
I endurance 
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endurance of enjuries aggravated in their nature and unexamplei 
ih their extent — that Government expe£led our final fubmiffioii 
to its will. Our reiiflance has excited its furprize ; and as cert^n-« 
ly increafed its refencment. With fome Toothing exprefTions^ ts 
heard the voice of wounded pride. Warmly profefling its de- 
iire of reconciliation, it gives no evidence of its fincerity ; but 
proofs in abundance demonflrate that it u not fincere, Froni 
Handing trcGt, and in that commanding attitude requiring impiicit 
obedience,-— cowering^ it renounces fome of its unfounded de- 
mands. But I hope we ihall remember " that the Tyger crouches 
before he leaps upon his prey," 

TiMOTHV PlCCERINO* 

Dapartment of State, 1 



January 18, 1799* 



The following Mejjage was received in the Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives yejlerday : 

Gentiemen of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
In purfuance of the requeft in ydur refolve of 
yefterday, I lay before you fuch information as I 
have received, touching a fufpenfion of the arret 
of the French republic, communicated to your 
houfe by my meflage of the 28th of January laft. 
But if the execution of that arret be fufpended, 
or even if it were repealed, it (hould be remem- 
bered that the arret of the Executive Direftory of 
the 2d of March, 1797, remains in force ; the third 
article of which fubjefts explicitly and exclufively 
American feamen to be treated as pirates, if found 
on board ihips of the enemies of France. 

John Adams. 
United States, Feb, 15, 1799. 

ExtraSl of a letter from Rufus King, E/q. Miniver Ple^ 
nipotentiaryy i^c. London^ to the Secretary of Staie^ 
dated zSth November, 1798- 

" Annexed J fend you a copy of a note from 

Lord Grenville, refpefting the French arrete tranf- 

mitted to you with my No. 9. A late French pa- 

. , per 
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per contains a fecond arrette, which poftpones the 
execution of the fii ft." 

Lord Grenvi/le to Mr. ^/V/^.-^The underfigned, 
his Majefty's &cretary of State for foreigti affairs, 
has the honor of communicating to Mr. King, Ple- 
nipotentiary for the United States of America, for 
the information ot his government, that by a decree 
publifhed officially at Paris, it appears to have been 
declared in the name of the French Direftory, that 
every perfon being a native of, or originally belong- 
ing to neutral countries, or to fuch as are in amity 
and alliance with the French Republic, who (halt 
bear any commiffion under his Majefty ; or who 
fliall form a part of the crews of any Britifli (hips 
of war or other veffels, ihould, on the proof of that 
faQ: alone, be confidered and treated as a pirate, 
and that it has been ordered that this refolution 
fliall be notified to the neutral powers and to thofe 
in alliance with France. 

Even this decree, contrary as it is to the ufages 
of every civilized nation, cannot excite any fur- 
prize, as proceeding from thofe in whofe name it 
has been publiflied. To the different powers who 
are thus infulted, and whofe innocent fubjefts ar6 
expofed to the moft cruel treatment on the part 
of a government profeffing friendfliip or alliance 
with them, his Majefty muft leave it to adopt fuch 
meafures as they will, without doubt, judge necef- 
fary, in the cafe of an outrage, hitherto unexam- 
pled in the hiftory of the world. 

The King however feels, that proteftion is alfo. 
due from him to thofe who fail under his flag, 
either in his Majefty's ftiips of war or in other Bri- 
tifli veffels ; his Majefty has not therefore hefitated 
to dire£t it to be fignified to the Commiffary for 
French prifoners in Great Britain, that the firft in- 
ftance of the execution of this decree, fhall be fol- 
lowed 
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folded by the nioft rigorous retaliation againft the 
French prifoners whom the fortune of war has al- 
ready, or may hereafter place at the King's dif- 
pofal. 

It would certainly neVer be but with extreitie 
rel usance, that the King could yield to the pain- 
ful neceflSty of expofing To many unfortunate indi- 
viduals t<) the fatal but inevitable efF<^£ts of this 
atrocious decree; but his Majelty will have, at 
lealt, the fatisfaftion of feeling that nothing has 
been omitted on his part to preveiit its execution, 
and that the authors of it can alone be confi- 
dered refponfible for all its guilt and all its conife- 
quences. 

Greiyville. 

Downing'Jheet^ ) 

Nov. 27, 1798.5 

Gentlemen of the Senate^ 

I tranfmit to you a document which (eems to be 
intended to be a compliance with the condition 
mentioned, at the conclufion of my meffage to Con- 
grefs, of the 21ft June laft. 

Always difpofed and ready to embriace ev^ery 
ptiiufible appearance o( probability of prefefving or ret 
toring tranquillity — Inominate Wm. Vans Murray, 
our Miftitler refident at the Hague, to be Miniftir 
Plenipotentiary to the French Republic. 

If the Senate (hall advife and confent to his ap- 

g ointment, ^ffeftual care fliall be taken in his in- 
ru£lions, that he fliall not go to France without 
direft and unequivocal aflTurances from the French 
government, (ignified by their minifter of exterior 
relations, that he fliall be received in charafter; 
fliall enjby the privileges attached to his charafter, 
hy the laws of nations j and that a minifter of equal 
rank, title, and powers, fliall be appointed to treat 
v6t. X. K with 
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with hiip, to difcufe apd cqncluclc att cootroverfies 
between the two republics, by a new treaty. 



UnHed States, J [A Copy.] 
Feb. i8, 1799.) ^ f 



John Adams. 



[Copy.] . .. 

IJkeriy. (L. S.) Equality. 

Exterior Relations^ > 

3d Divifion. \ I 

]['ARISj 7th Vendemaire of the 7th year of 
the French Republic, one and iodi- 
. vifibk. 

The Minifter of Exterior Relations, to Citizen Pi-? 
chon. Secretary of Legation of the French Re- 
public, near the Batavian Republic. 
I have received fucceflively, citizen, your letters 
of the 2 2d and 27th Frxiftidorj they afford me 
more and more reafon to be pleafed with the man- 
ner you ha[ve adopted, to detail to me your eonver- 
fations with Mr. Murray. Tbefe converfations at 
firft, merely friqudly, haye required confiftency, by 
the fanftion Lhave given to them by my letter of 
the Mth Fruftidor. I do not; regret that yoii have 
trufted to Mr. Murray's honour, a copy ot my letteri. 
It.was intended, for you only, and contained nothing 
but what is conformable tQ the intentions of go 
vernment. . I arn thoroughly convinced, that ibould 
explanations take place with confidence, between 
the two adminiftrations, irriut^pns vvpuld ceafe^^ 4 
cloud of mifreprefentations ^puld 4ifapj?fiftr, ^n4 
the ties of fricndlhip would be i^ore ftrppgly-upitei 
as each party would difppver the; hai^d th§t fought 
tp difunite them„. 

But I will not cpnqe^l frpm ypu, that^ypt^r lette,rf 
of the 2d and 3d Vendemaire, juft receive^, furr 
prize me muph. Wh^t Mr, Murray i? ftiU dubipij? 
of^ has been explicitly declared, even bi^fpr^ the 

Prelident's 
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Prefident's meflage to Congrefs, of the 3d MeiEdof 
laft, was known in France. I had written it to 
Mr- Gerry, namely on the 24th Meflidor and 4th 
Thermidor. I did not repeat it to him before he 
fet out. A whole par^agraph of my letter to you 
of the nth Fruftidor, of which Mr. Murray has a 
copy, is devoted to developc lUll more the fixed 
determination of the French government, accord- 
ing to thefe ba^cs. You were right to affert, that 
whatever plenipotentiary the government of the 
United States might fend to France, to put an etid 
to exifting differences between the two countries; 
would be undoubtedly received with the refpeft 
due to the reprefentative of a free, powerful, and 
independent nation. 

I cannot, citizen, conceive that the American 
government need any further declarations from us 
to induce them to renew the negociations, to adopt 
fuch meafures as would be fuggefted to them by 
their defire to bring the differences to a peaceable 
end. 

If mifunderftandings on both fides have pre^ 
vented former explanations from reaching that end, 
it isprefumable that thofe mifunderftandings being 
done away, Clothing henceforth will bring obftacle$ 
to the reciprocal difpofitions. The Present's in-' 
Amotions to hJ3 envoys at Paris, which I havfe only 
kndwn bv the copy given you by Mr. Murray, and 
received oy me on the 21ft Meflidor, announcing 
(if they contain the whole of the American govern- 
ment's inftrtiftions) difpofitions which could only 
have been added to thofe whiqh the Direfitory has 
always entertained; and notwithftanding the it- 
ritating fwid almoft hoftile meafures they have 
adapted;, the Directory has manifefted its perfeve- 
TBOce in the fentiments which are depofited both 
in my conrefpondence with Mr. Gerry, and in my 
jitter to yoiji of the nth Fruftidor, an4 which I 

K 2 have 
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have. herein before repeated in the moft explicit 
manner. Cany theretore, citizen, to Mr. Murray, 
thofe pofitive expreffions, in order to convince him 
of bur lincerity, and prevail upon him to tranfniit 
them to his government. 

I prefume, citizen, that this letter will find you 
at the Hague; if not, I aflt that it may be fent 
back to you at Paris. 

Salute and fraternity, 
(Signed) Ch. Mau. Talleyxand. 

In a few days after the foregoing meffage was 
delivered to the Congrefs, and publithed, a report 
was fpread abroad, that Mr. Adams, without con- 
fulting thofe officers of the government, who had 
always been confulted on umilar occaiions, had 
fent a meffage to the Senate, propofing to fend a 
new embafly to France. — ^This report brought forth 
the following articles from me, which were firft 
publiflied on the 19th of February, and the follow- 
ing day. 

For thefe two days lail pad there has been a moft 
atrocious falfehood in circulation. The " Tru€ 
Americans^'' Duane and Bradford^ have roundly af- 
ferted, that the Prefident ot the United States has 
intimated, by meflage to the Senate, that he has 
reColved o\\ {tnAmg another PUnipotemiary to treai 
with the French Republic! ! ! Jlvery ppe muft per- 
ceive falfehood on the front of thisj yet have the 
audacious wretches above-mentioned dared to pro* 
mulgate it, without hefitation ; nay they have evcfl 
named the plenipotentiary^ (Mr. Murray, now at the 
Hague) and Bradford has gone fo far fis to fay that 
he derives his information from a Semper, who told 
him befides, that Mr. Murray was not to^leavdioU 
land^ 'till he had the moft unequivocal afl^rance that 
he would be properly received at Paris ! . 

I have 
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I have not, indeed, made any Inquiry into the 
matter, nor do I think it worth while, I have fu«h 
rejTpeft for the Prefident, too much con6dence in 
his wiiHom, to fuppofe the thing poifible. He has 
repeatedly declared that nothing was to he hoped fur 
jrom thejuftice of France ; all his fpeeches, his mef- 
fages, and his anfwers to addreffes, fpeak the fame 
language ; they inculcate the impolicy of ever truft- 
ing to the promifes of the rulers of France j and in 
one of his meffages he folemnly delates, that he 
never will fend another minijier to treat with her, 'till 
HE receives ample ajfurances of his being received as the 
mincer of a greats pwerful, free^ and independent 
nation ! After this, would it not be the groffeft in- 
fult to fuppofe it poffible for him not only to fend 
another minifter, but to leave that minijier to judge of 
the ajjurances refpeSing bis reception? 

Ever fince the Prefident has been in the chair, 
he has been complaining of the conduft of France. 
He has publiihed the injuries of America to the 
world in volumes ; he has made the welkin ring 
with her cries, and, latterly, with her threats of re- 
venge ; and, fliall we believe that her wounds are 
to be healed, and all her mortal wrath affuaged, 
by one foothing letter from the pen of Talleyrand 
to the fentimental Mr. Murray! And (hall we be- 
lieve, that a negociation, which was thought of fuch 
importance, as to require the united wifdom of 
three of the moft profound and experienced politi- 
ticians in America, can now be entrufted to one 
man, and he of very flender political abilities ? 
Shall we believe that this negociation is now looked 
upon as a mere bye job^ which an Envoy at the 
Hague may perform in a trip to Paris, without any 
interruption to his ordinary funftions? 

With the very laft meffage 10 the Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives, the Prefident fends the houfe a copy 
ef » letter from Lord Grenvijle to Mr, King, whicfi 

clearl/ 
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clearly proves the exiftence of a French decree, for 
pitting to death all Americans found on board (hips 
belonging to the enemies of France. Lord Greiir 
ville calls this an atrocious decree^ unexampled iff the 
dnndls of ihe worldy and affures the American mir 
niftet of the King's refolution to protect thofe Ame- 
ricans who may be found under his flag, or to re- 
venge their death by the moft rigorous retaliation 
•6n Frenchmen. This thfc Prefident certainly com- 
municated, by way of example, to Congrefs ; and^ 
left they (hould count upon the fufpenjion of the de- 
cree, he tells them to " remember that the arret 
^^ of the Executive Direftory of the 2d of March, 
5' 1797, remains in force 5 the third article of which 
*^ fubjefts explicitly and exclufruely American feamen to 
" be treated as pirates ^ if foj^nd on board fhips of the 
" enemies of France^ — Now, this nieffage was fent 
to the houfe on Saturday laft, and can it be be- 
lieved, that the man, who gave this under his hand 
and feal on Saturday^ could on Mondayy propofe to 
fetid another minifter to treat with the very power 
who had pafled, and who ftill held unrepealed, the 
bloody decrees of which he complains ? , 

1 v^rill not expatiate on the corifetmences of fuch a 
ftep on the part of the Prefident, becaufe I cannot 
fuppofe the ftep itfelf within the qompafs of pofE- 
bility; but, I will juft obferve, that had betaken 
fuch a ftep, it would h^ve been inftantaneoufly fol-. 
lowed by the lofs of every friend worth his pre- 
ferving. To gain and to preferve friends, a ftatef- 
man muft a£t with vigour, fteadinefs, and confit 
tency ; he muft encourage his friends by ftiewing 
them that he profits from their friendfhip ; he muft 
clap his own (houlder to the wheel and maintain 
^he ground that has teen gained for him; for, 
"^hofe men ipuft be more than mortal,, who will 
perfevere in the Syfiphian taft: of fUpporting a go- 
vernment that is everlafliBgly recoiling. 

The, 
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Yhe Nomination, — When in yesterday's J)aper, I 
endeavoured to convince my readers of the total 
falfehood of the repott r^fpe^lin^ 4 miewal of the 
^legcniation with France^ I proceeded only upon pre- 
fumption, upon the internal evidence. I have fihce 
heard nothing to alter my opinibn, and I feel happy 
in the aflurance that I never (hall. 
» Thofe who ground their belief of the report on 
the pofitive manner in which it is given by Mother 
Bache^ will be pleafed to recolleft, that fhe (or 
Duane) was equally pofitiye in afierting thait the 
•Prefident had quarrelled with the Britifli Ambafla- 
dor, and had aStually fttfpended bis fuhBwns f After 
the promulgation of a falfehood fo impudent as 
this, what reliance can be placed in any affertipn 
from the fame prefs ? 

* Confident as I am that this calumnious report is 
a mere fabrication, intended to alienate the Prefi- 
dent's friends from him at this momentous crifis, 
3nd to ftnk his charadler in the eyes of alll Europe, 
as well as America, I (hall keep to my refolution of 
yefterday, not to comment on the fonfequences of 
the odious meafure, which this flanderous newf- 
paper tells us is adopted; but, I cannot refrain 
from inferting here a few paragraphs from Duatie^ 
which afford the very beft criterion for judging of 
- the effefts, which fuch a meafure would have pro- 
duced. 

Prom the Aurora. — " Whateverfentiments men niay 
entertain of the Prefidetii's attachment to Engliji modes 
of govfrnm^nty or to Englifh canneSiions, every one 
muft applaud his appointment of Mr, Murray to go 
to Paris. It is fatisfaftory too to find tliat Mr. 
{jerrfs ajfurances^ and Dr. Logaris ajfurances of a fin- 
cere pacific, difpofltion in France towards us, is 
confirmed by the Prefident A/fw/^i/^-notwithftanding 
that if^udicious and violent produStion of Mr. Pickerings 
prefcntcd to Congrefs; 

Numerous 
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Numerous furmifes were in circulation yefterday 
concerning the new miffion to France, fome would 
have it that it was but a foil to divert public attenr 
tion from the enormous army meafures — others that 
it indicated a pe;ice on the continent of Europe--r 
find others would have it that it was no more than 
a renewal of an old farce ; in whatever light others 
may take it, we cmfider it as a very fleafant matter 
to tell, 

It was not the appointment of Mr. Murray to 
France that gave the Speaker the headache^ or that 
made Mr. Pickering peevijh on Tueifday morning-r 
thefe occur^enees are not rare I 

All that th^ ^reat xMr. Allen has faid about the 
terrible republic, appears tp be mere hrutum fulmen 
—a left-handed catalogue of prognoftics ;— the Pre- 
fident has proved that notwithftanding this great 
man's high blood, he is but vifalje prophet ! 

The prudence manitefted in fucb happy time by 
the Prefident of the United States muft lead us to 
believe th^t he, like his predeceflbr, has been de- 
luded and deceived, by men, wbofe intrigues are 
too deeply laid to be eafi|y expofed to open view. 

There is qne tnauy whofe %vily intrigues, v^'hof^ 
flocking depiavtty, are known from one end of the 
continent to the other-r— this man always aiming to 
be the head of a party, has always by his indifcre- 
tion, or the want of a juft fenfe of vice or public 
decency, conftantly thwarted his direft views, and 
compelled him tp a£t for hi$ arpbition out of the 
public view." 

Thus the Prefident, had he taken the ftep with 
which this wretch accufes him, may fee in thefe 
paragraphs what would have beep his fate. Had 
he propofed the renewal of the negotiation, the 
grbes of Z)«^>/^ muft have killed him; tp fee him- 
\q\{ praijed for having exchanged the councils of 
iWf. Pickering, Mr. Hami/t^n^ ^nd ^ir,,4llp, for 
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thofcaf GERRT znd LOGAN mud have cradled 
his bfood. It would have been impoffible for a 
man of his high fenfe of honour to cxift under the 
infamy of fuch 4n eulogium I 

Gentlemen of the Senate^ . . 

JThc propofiiion of a frcfh negotiation with 
Fr^tfce, in confequence of '^(ivances made by the 
Fi*edch Goyernmentjh'^ving excited fo general an 
attention ahd fo much convexfation^ as to have given 
occafion to nfony manifcftations of the public opi- 
nion, by ^^^hich it appears to me that a new modifi- 
cation of the embaffy will give more general fatiC 
fadlion to the nation, and perhaps better iinfv^cr the 
purpofes we have in view. 

It is upon this fuppoiition, and with thisexpeSa^ 
tion, I now nominate Oliver Elfworthy, E(q. Chief 
Juftice of the United States, Patrick Henry, Efq. 
late Governor of Virginia, and William Vans Mur- 
ray, our Minifter refident at the Hague, to be En- 
voys Extraordinary and Minifters Plenipotentiary to 
the French Republic, with full powers to difcufs and 
fettle by a treaty all controverfics between the United 
States and France. 

It is not intended that the two former of thefc 
gentlemen (hall embark for Europe until they {hal^ 
have received fronf> the EJxccutive Dircd:ory dire^i 
and unequivocal afliirances, figned by their Secretarf 
of foreign relations, that they Ihall enjoy the prero- 
gatives attached to that character by the law of na- 
tions, and that a minifter or minifters of equal power 
ihall be appointed and commiilioned to treat with 
^hem *^ 

John Adams. 

■ I. J l < i Wl I I W I I W II 11 I I n 11 ■ ■ . . 

"♦ Thi^ ** iMdiJUathn of the EnbaiTy was produced by iny pn^h 
|ic^ion$f % tbf Artidis fublified in O^jibtr 1^99. 

S^PerkiiffC 
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Superlative Ba/ene/s. — The foilovring paragraph]^ 
juft as it ftands here, appeared in Noah Webster's 
paper ot yefterday morning. 

" S3" it was reported at Philadelphia on Sunday 
•* that the Editor of Porcupine's Gazette had been 
•* ordered by Government to leave the United 
•• States.** 

It is notorious that this fame report has circulated 
in dll diredions^ and that it was generally Believed in 
this city on Saturday and Sunday lall; its becom* 
ing an article of news with Webfter is not, there- 
fore, at all aftonifliing, or worthy of notice ; but, it 
is proper to obferve that .where fuch a report could 
poffibly gain belief, there muft be an inherent bafe- 
nefs in a vaft proportion of the people. They all 
knew well that I Ited done nothing to render myfelf 
^/u/pe3ed pcrfon ; they knew that what little pro- 
perty I had was here; they knew that I could not 
be in the intereft of the enemy. Even fuppofing me 
to have libelled the Prefident, they knew that this 
could not w^arrant his ordering me out of the coun- 
try: the Alien Bill authorizes him to Older away, 
JufpeQed foreigners, but it gives him no authority to 
cxercife this power as a punijbtnent for crimes againfl 
ibe laws i much lefs does it authorize him to cm- 
ploy a law, intended for the prefer vation of the 
State, as ibe means of gratifying bis own private n?- 
venge. 

I do not fay this from the fuppbfition that 

the Prelident has felt an inclination to order me 

away. I know he never has felt, and I know he 

.never will feel any fuch inclination; but, I ftate 

thefe circUmftances in order to Ihew, in .i?ts true 

light, the degradation of mind that muft prevail 

where fuch a report could gain belief. The 4//>» 

Law was made to empower the Prefident to remove 

jorei^ners fufpedied of being in the ifitereji of the ENE^ 

MT. This is the very grburtd on which' the report 

of tha "Committee has defended it ; the people, 

. therelore^ 
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therefore, who could believe that the Prefidertt had 
ordered me to remove, in virtue of this law ; who 
could lend a patient car to the ftory, ^nd tamely ac- 
quiefcq in the meafure, muft have loft every idea of 
jufticc and of freedom, muft be funk to the loweft 
degree of fervility, and muft be ready to tender 
jheir hands and their feet to the firft enterprizing 
tyrant that will condeicend to load them with hi$ 
chains. 

I have hitherto proceeded upon the fuppofitioa 
that I had really •* abufed" the Prefident, as Mr. 
Simpleton called it, and publifhed a libel agalnft 
him. That it (hould be the general belief, that the 
Prefident had ordered me to remove, that he hak 
forced me to embark with a wife and children at' 
this fealbn of the year, and to abandon every far- 
thing*s-worth of my property ; — this beliefs even on 
the fiippofition that 1 had ** abiifed** and libelled the 
Prcfidc;nt, would be a moft damning proof of preva- 
lent bafenefs ; what then (hall we call it, how fliall we 
call it^ how fhall we find words to expfefs our con- 
tempt of the wretches who entertained it, when wc 
conuder, that they knew I never had publiflied a 
word with regard to the Prefident, that could pofli- 
bly be conftrued even into difrefpe£l} 

Let it not be imagined, that any thing I have 
|iere faid is intended as an indirect appeal to the 
lenity of the Prefident. I repeat, that I kn(nv he 
never thought «f ordering me away. I have ever 
had the fulTeft reliance on his juftice ; but, had it fo 
happened^ that he had been as Unjuft as the whif- 
pering, Ihrugging flaves have fuppofed him ; and 
he fcnt me his mandate to depart^ 1 (hould have re- 
ceived it with a fmile. BleflTed fee Godl I have a 
HOME*. 

— ' ■ . .- -- ... ■ . , .. — .^ — - 

t I waft tdo fure on th» ibbjeA ; for I wirs afterward* infbrmed^ 
by tbdiet wbo knew the fifa, that the Old Man really thought of 
fending mc off, but was bppdfcd in his projcdl by the Attorney 
'Cenerall • 

' rbe 
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The Packet. — The following New- York article 
was copied into Mr. Fenno^s paper of Saturday even- 
ing. He took it, it appears, from that vehicle of 
lies and malice, the Commercial Advertijer. 

* A circumftance occurred yefterday, which has 

• highly excited the attention of the public. 

* Conformably to our duty we have taken confi- 
Vderable pains to procure as corredl information 
« on the fubjed: as could be obtained. We believe 

• the following outlines are pretty correct. 

* A perfon in this city had a fmall demand againft 
« one of the hands (we believe the Steward) of the 

• Britifti Packet Chefterfield ; and, as the latter re- 

• fufed payment, alledging of its not being juftly 
« owing, the creditor procured a capias from the 

• Court, which one of the Marfhals was direded to 

• execute. Captain Jones refufed to fufFer the exc- 

• cution of the arreft, and threatened the Marflial in 
« cafe he fliould perfift. 

* The officer came alhorc, and lodged his com- 

• plaint with the proper authority, who ordere4 

• Capt. Jones to be arrefted for his interference to 

• prevent the execution of the laws. 

* Upon his arreft, he ordered the colours of his 

• (hip to be ftruck and the mail to be funk, which 

• were done. The packet was juft preparing for 

• her depurture. 

' Capt. Jones left this city yefterday afternoon for 

• Philadelphia.' 

This is, perhaps^ one of the moft fcandalous tranf- 
acSions that ever difgraced a .country calling itfelf 
civilized.— The newfpapers, according to their ufual 
cuflom, have fliamefully mifreprefenced the moft 
material circumftance. — " A perfon in this city had 
** a fmall demand againft one of the hands (we be- 
" lieve the Steward) of the Britiih Packet, &c. &c. 
—Now, would not any one be led by this to believe, 
jhat th? Steward of his Majefty's Packet owed mo- 

pey, 
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ney, of which he wifhed to defraud his creditor, and 
of courfe, that the Captain, by his condudt, wiftied 
to Jhelter him from jujlice^ and aflift him in the 
fraud ? Muft not this oe the opinion of every one 
who has no other information on the fubjeft than 
what he derives from the fta,tement above quoted ? — 
It certainly muft. 

The fad is this: — The Steward of the Packet 
hired a car to carry feveral parcels down to the 
wharf where the veflel lay. When the car arrived, 
he found that one of the parcels was either l$ft or 
purloinedy and he, of courfe, infifted on the carman's 
producing it. The carman did not underftand any 
thing about refpmjibility i but the Steward, who 
had the misfortune to be brought up under a defpo^ 
ii/rn, where refponfibility for things committed to 
one's care is a part of the law of the land, perfe- 
vered in demanding his parcel, till the citizen car- 
man grew impatient, and felt his honour, as well as 
that of his horfe, confiderably wounded. Finding 
that the Steward was rcfolved not to pay him the 
^^fmall demand'' (viz. a quarter of a dollar) till the 
parcel was found, and having no inclination to find 
it, he went to a magiftrate, or court, or a fomething, 
and immediately obtained a writ or a warrant of 
fome kind againft his " creditor,** and fent it to be 
executed by fome under officer, no matter of what 
fort. The Captain of the Packet ordered the fel- 
low out of his vcffel, putting him in mind, at the 
fame time, of the circular letter of Mr. gtoddart to 
tht captains of American public veflels. — The con- 
ftable returned, and complained againft the Captain. 
In a few minutes came down the whole pofle; the 
Captain and his people ftill made a refiftance, and 
would have driven off the boarders, but the fove- 
reign people now poured, into the veflel from all 
quarters, and the Captain was knocked down and 
made prifoner. Seeing himfelf overpowered^ and 
4 his 
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his (hip in pofiHllon of the enemy, he called out to 
his Mate to obey that part of his inftrudlions which 
requires him, in a like cafe, tojbrow the mail ^ver^ 
hoard and bawl down bis colours ; and, in xm opinion, 
he did perfedlly right. Had I been in his place, 
and had had a dozen barrels of gunpowder in the 
hold, I certainly fhoiild have given the fovereign 
people a boijl. A man would expire glorioufly in 
fuch an ad: of vengeance. 

The Capiain and Steward were dragged before 
fome magiftrate who began to put fome queftions to 
the former ; but he, very properly, refufed to anfwer 
him. He was kept confined about half an hour, 
then it was difcovered that be was no prifoner^ and 
that he might go about bis bufinefsl 

The feizmc of the captain at all was a dire(5l: vio- 
lation of the uw of nations : no cafe could authorize 
it, if the maxims of Mr. Stoddart*s letter be alk>wed 
of; and how outrageous then mufl the tranfadion 
appear, when it is known that the caufe was anunjufi 
charge of a quarter of a dollar^ and that the foverei^o 
citizen who profecuted for the fame, ought him&lf 
to have been profecuted for a breach of truft ! 

1 hear that Capiain Jones is the objeft of much 
abufe amongft many people for having deftroyed 
the letters. They fay, that be knew there were no 
difpatcbesfrom the Britifh Minifier on board, and that 
he threw the mail overboard tofpite the merchants if 
New Tork and Philadelphia! Silly ideal How 
ihould he know any thing about the Minifler's dii^ 
patches? What foite ihould he have againft (he 
merchants? In fad, this flory has beea engendq^ed 
by the vexation of thofe who had letters on board, 
and who, rather than be put to the trouble of writ*- 
ing duplicates, would fee Captain Jones and every 
other Captain in the King's fleet walk contentedljf 
handcuffed about New-York^ amidft the fhouts of 
the many-headed fovereigp. THe honour of a 6ri- 

tiOl 
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tifli Captain sind of the Britifli flag, isi .nothing whea 
compared with the intereft or the mere convenience' 
of thefe people. Thank heaven, the King's officers 
think dinferently I Captain Jones is entitled to the 
applaufe of every Briton, and he will moft a.fllir^dljr 
receive that of his Govcrment. He acfted in every 
refpecft as became him. He refifted the outrageous 
aggreffion as long as he was able ; when overpower- 
ed he funk the mail left it fliould be riSed by thofc 
who had feizcd on him, and he ftruck his Majefty's 
flag that it might not bedifgraced by waving over 
the heads of his aflailants. 

This is not the firft time that outrages on tha 
Packets have been committed at New- York. What 
confequences they may finally produce I know not ; 
but, 1 know that an immediate canfequence ought to 
be, a difcontinuation of them to New-Tork. I 
would fend them no where^ till I had affurances of 
their beiijg proteBed by the Federal. Government ; and 
even upon the receipt of thofe affurances, I would 
never again fend them to New- York. Egg-har- 
bour is. rijsarer by one half to the feat of Govcrnnient j 
an exprefs can come from there in half the timex 
a ftage goes regularly between here and there ; \l \% 
a poft town; there the Packet would find every 
thing (he ftopd in need of, and would meet with no 
infults. 

N.B. I do nor accufe Mt. Fenno of a wilh to 
mijreprefent : but X hope that he will in future be 
more careful in quoting from the papers of New* 
York. He ought to recolleitj that he is in fomc 
meafure re/ponjible for the effe^s of all fuch quotaiions i 
becaufe, what is doubted^ and even regarded as a /;>> 
when feenin thofe vehicles. of malice, is looked upon 
as truths when it appear* in bis Gazette. 

From Mr.Fenno's Paper, ----Seneca fays fomewherc 

in his Chapter of Benefits^ "Pro beneficentia Aga- 

3 memnorpeai 
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tnemnorrtem uiti funt Achivi/' This is ftilf, ah(i 
ever will be, the natural courfe of national ingra^ 
titude. As k nation lofes that proud and virtuous 
fpirit, that I'efents an injury; and is ready to bow 
at the feet of a haughty tyrant, to b^re her back 
ibr the knout he holds in his hand, fhe will be-' 
come ungrateful and infolent to her benefaftors. 
While the Jacobins are ftraining their talents to 
the utmoft, to drench this poor degraded coun- 
try once more with the cup of humiliation: while 
they catch, with eagernefs, at the leaft plaufible ap^ 
fearam^ of a probability y at the very (hadow of a moufe 
hair, to humble us, once more, at the feet of the 
proud Direftory, with whom, indeed/it is a difgrace 
to be at peace, their underftrappers, the bafe Sanf- 
Cttllott^rie of New York, are infalting the officers 
of the Britift Packet. A petty demand of fifty 
cents, claimed by an infolent carman, is fufficient 
to produce a warrant for feizing the perfon of an 
officer on board the king's (hip. The commander 
\'ery properly interferes to repel the infult; he is 
arrefied juft as the (hip is ready to fail, and dragged 
through the ftreets, loUowed by a clamarous and 
brutal mob. So while your enemies are robbing 
you of millions, with every circumftance of infult 
and cruelty, and you are, neverthelefs, fighing for 
a* reconciliation with the dear fitter republic, you 
have fpirit enough to requite, with bafe ingrati- 
tude, the only power on. earth, that now hinders 
her from vifiting your ftore-houfes, your farms, your 
chambers, and your houfehold goods. " Quis haec 
quo tendant non videt.*' Hear; America ! the warn- 
ing voice of the angel in the apocalypfe; " Come 
out from among them, my people, partake not of 
their lins, left you partake alfo of their plagues." 

The Packet. — ^I have juft learned, that the Cap- 
tain of the Packet has fucceeded in raifing the 

mail 
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mail which hie threw overboard, and that the let- 
ters are very little injured indeed, not a fed being 
broken. This is very fortunate ; but, for my part, 
I would rather the mail fhould have been burnt, or 
rotted a thoufand times over, than have remained 
one fingle moment at the command of the Sove- 
reign People. 

The conduQ; of the American magiftrates towaVds 
the Britiflj, and that towards the French, exhibit 
a very curious contrail. I myfelf have feen the 
crew of a Frepch veffel parading the ftreets of Phi- 
ladelphia with drawn fwords; I have feen them 
drive the people before them like fhcep running 

^from wolves ; I have feen them cut and flafli the 
conftables juil as if they were fo many of the army 
of an enemy; and I have feen^all this pafs off with 
impunity. Never did the Sovereign Peopleof Phi- 
ladelphia complain of this ; never did they aflemble 
in hundreds to feize hold of the Captain, and drag 
him before a magiftrate. But, behold how the 
Sovereign's refentment broke out, and how diligent 
the magiftrates and their fubal terns were, the mo- 

'ment they heard'that one of the Britifh Packets had 
withheld a quart en of a dollar from a carman ! — 

'** Straws" (to make ufe of Callender's old hack- 
neyed proverb) " Straws ferve to (how which way 
** the wind' blows." And thefe little indications of 
the Sovereign's fentiments, of his tame fubmifiion 

. to France, and his Lynx-like watchfulnefs for dcca- 

•/10ns of venting his hatred againft Great Britain, 
clearly prove that a ^patched up peace with the former 
power will very foon be followed by a war with 
the latter. Let the Britilh Merchants and Manu- 

• fafturers look to it ! 

Chemijlry. -r- The ingenious . and fcientific Mr. 
-George Hunter y of Second-ftreet, lately publifhed, 
in The .True American, an account of an analyfis 

VOL. X. JL which 
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tirhicli lit had itiade of the water of this city ; he 
infefrmed the learned world, that he had extra£led 
lime, magnefia, fait, dirt, &c. out of it. Seeing 
liis ability in this way, I ihould be glad if he would 
inform me, what fort of liquor iNxW yteld newfpapen 
in the greateft quantity. Quiz. 

In confequence of the Chemical article, ivhich 
appeared in my Gazette of Jaft evening, I believe 
the famous Analyfer of Second-ftrect reafly entertahied 
hopes of a job ; for hrs fobaltem Was at my houfc 
in lefs than half an hour after the piper was out, 
and wiihed Very much to obtain evioy infw'niaiiim 
from my people. This errand puts me in mind 
of that on which the conjuror, Sidrophel, fent his 
under devil : 

'* Whachum^ quoth he, look yonder; fome 
•* To try or ufe our art are come ; 
*• The one's the learned knight ; fetk out, 
^ And pump 'em what they come abotit." 

Mr.<jeorge Hunter will, however, find me rather 
harder to work than the one-handled wooden itfa- 
chine in Mifflin's alley ; and, (hbuld he even fuc- 
Tted in pumping up roy contents, I verily believe 
he will feel little incHnatron to go into an nMlyfil 
of them.- — -Still I repeat my queftion :— ^" What 
^' fort of liquor will yield new/papers in ^the /greateft 
" quantity f" 

N.B. Mr.Htinter'sintimacy'withPrieftley^mfgh*, 
perha'ps, fan£lion his afking the aid of that^xpet^ 
enced'^ philofopher in folving this problem* 

Neio InfiirreRion f — ^"^ If the provifional arfiiy ht 
'* not railed without delay, a ii^il wur^ ox ^.fi^-hh 
" der tf Independence^ is not at more than a twelve- 
^* month'^s diftance.'^ Porcupine^ lOth Ifov. if^. 

I moft fmcerely hop^, that events tnay notjuftify 
the burning of W for a Wizzardl The follow- 
ing 
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ing article, which is taken from the Gazette of the 
United States, feems to threaten an accomplifli- 
ment of my prediction. God forbid it fhould be 
accomplifhed ; but, if fome meafures are not taken 
to quel this dangerous rifing, before it affumes a 
conuftency fufficient to encourage other parts of the 
country to follow the example, the tax will never 
be paid, and, of courfe, the Federal Government can- 
not be fupported. 

Another infurreftion has broken out in the 
weftern parts of this Slate, which bears a more 
ferious and formidable afpeft, than that of Gallatia 
and the other patriots in the mountains. 

That aftive and fpirited officer. Colonel William 
Nichols, Marflial of the diftrift of Pennfylvania, re- 
turned yefterday to the city, from a journey to Nor- 
thampton county, and immediately laid before the 
Prefident a detail of recent tranfaftions there, of 
which the following, we believe, will be found to 
be a correft outline: 

A V€ry ferrous oppofition to the laws had, for 
fome rime, manifefted itfelf in the rebellious county 
<yf Northampton, and it became necefTary for the 
Mar(hal to affert the authority of government. He 
accordingly proceeded to the fcene of infurreftion, 
and arretted twenty-three perfons, fur fundry a£ls 
of refiftance to the operation of the law impofing 
a tax on boufes. The Marshal had taken recogni- 
sances of t;he prifoners, and they fubmitted to his 
authority with apparent acquiefcence. 

AJVizzardU! — I am abfolutely a Wizzard, in 
ether matters as well as politics. Several perfons, 
fome months back, expreffed their aftonilhment, 
ll^at &amL F. J^adford ihoyjXA be admitted to a part- 
' ner&ip with his father, both in the printing and the 
bookfelling bufinefs, while the other foris had no 
participation in either. " §cop ^ bit^'* faid I, " •till 
s- a *^ Sam. 
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" Sam. \^fafefy married^ and you'll foon fee that tb« 
" good old Lord Thomas has not forgotten the 
" reft of his progeny." — Sam. was " fafely married'* 
only on Tburjday laji^ and, as I am a finnefi his name, 
on the iign-board, has already given place to that 
of his brother!!! --Prudent, loving, accommodat- 
ing family! 

The Honor of a Lte.^— Men have often contended 
for the honor of having been the firft promulgators 
of Tru/h; Bradford and Brown have quarrelled for 
that. of promulgating a Lie. They each of them 
publifhed an account of a rencontre between the 
Ganges floop of war, (Captain Tingy) and the Britifli 
fri^te, the Surprize. Both told the public a mod 
infamous falfehood, and then difputed for the pre- 
ference. Bradford, in order to carry off the palm, 
afferted that bis account was officialy while that of 
his worthy competitor for mercantile patronage was 
nothing more than hearfay. As the fubftance of 
each account amounted to an affurance, that the 
American Captain had, with impunity, infulted a 
. BritiJJt man ofzvaVy they gave equal fatisfafilion ; but 
as Bradford, by dint of fuperidr impudence, had 
made his official^ he certainly was faft gaining ground 
on h is. fellow'labourer. — In the mean time Captain 
Tingy arrives at Norfolk, and, in juftification of bis 
character, he publiflies to the world a letter, which 
at once puts an end to the difpute, by proving both 

the difputants to be LIARS! Fenno was right 

when he faid, that " The American newfpapers 
. ^' are the moft bafe, falfe, fervile, and venal publica- 
" tions, that ever polluted the fountains of fociety: 
** their Editors the moft ignorant, vulgar, and mer- 
" cenary automatons, that ever were moved by the 
** continually rufting wires of fordid mercantile 

" avarice." This is a moft fevcre fatire on the 

underftan4ing and difpofition of '' a vaft propor- 

« tioii'\ 
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•*tion-* of the community; but, it is not more fe- 
vere than juft. 

Botnpard and the Ambufcade. — Amongft all the 
captures, made by the Britifh navy during this glo- 
rious war, none has given me more pleafure tnan 
that of Citizen Bompard and the frigate Ambufcade^ 
taken lately by Sir, J. B. Warren. — I remember, 
when I lived at Wilmington, having a mod furious 
quarrel with a juftice of the peace about this very • 
Ambufcade. She was cortiing up to Philadelphia, 
with her tricolor flying at maft-head. *^ There,'* 
fays my juftice, " there is the flag that will chaie 
that of your king off from the ocean." — " I'll lay 
you five guineas," replied I, " that that frigate is 
" carried into a Britifh port in lefs than fix months." • 
— His worfhip curfed and damned like a trooper. 
I forget whether or not I fully repaid his polite- 
nefs, but I am fure I did my befl:; and I now beg 
leave to remind his worfhip, that I was wrong only 
in point of time. 

The people of Philadelphia cannot have for- 
gotten the boozing frolics that Governor MifHing 
and his officers had on board this frigate. I have 
feen all her crew dancing the Carmagnole before 
his door, with their rufiian-looking Oaptain in the 
midft of them ; and the nex't day 1 faw them chop 
the hands of the conftables in the ftreets, and chafe 
the people into their houfes and cellars. 

I remember alfo, that this Ambufcade went out 
from the port of New-York to fight the Bofton, 
(an Englifh frigate of two-thirds her force) and that 
ftie was very glad 10 flieer oflfand return with lolling 
ears, which, however, fhe would not have been fuf- 
fered to do, if mere accident had not prevented the 
Bofton from following her. Had I time to turn to 
the papers of that day, what a pathetic defcription 
I could give of republican fraternity! How could 
I r paint 
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I paint the anxiety of the fovereign people when 
the Ambufcade went out, the coming and. going 
of their colour when an entering fail appeared in 
fight ! How could I defcribe theif joy when they 
heard (he was beating up with her prize, and their ^ 
chagrin when they faw her towed up alone ! How 
could I extol the brotherly condolence of the citi«* 
^ens, and how could I dwell on the melting tender- 
nefs of the ** citeffes,'* who fent whole garments 
of their dear linen for the ufe of the wounded fans- 
culottes! — But, this is a fubjeft that I have fet my 
heart upon, and hope I ihall, one day or other, 
find time to do it juftice. 

Col/ot d'Herbois.^^Th^t atrocious mifcreant Col/oi 
d^Hetbois was once biffed from thefiagt\ and it is not 
amongft the leaft of republican curfes, that fuch a 
wretch fhould rife to power. Precious revolution ! 
that could elevate a caft-off diverting i0gttboftd to 
be, in a great meafure, the arbiter of life and death t 
The pardoner of murderers^ and the perfecuior of the, 
innocent!. 

Many perfons aflc me: — who is meant by this. 
name? My anfwer is, that it means a moft infernal 
fcoundrel, who commenced his career on the fiage^ 
and who, if juftice takes place, will certainly end 
it on the gallows. But 1 hardly think it poffible, that 
any of my readers can be ignorant of the charafter 
of this wretch. His deeds, are they not recorded 
in the books, and pamphlets, and papers of Porcu- 
pine? Are they not written in divers tongues? 
Have they not been the fubjeO: of French as well 
as of American abhorrence? Do not all the world 
9gree, that he is " a mifcreant whofe friendfhip is 
infamy, and whofe touch /i poijon ?" 

Vv hy, then, is it necdfary to aflc, zvho is meant 
by Collot d'Herbois? Under any other but the free 
^nd equal goyernmeQt pf Peanfylvania^fatirifts might 
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think it neceflaiy to have roceurfe to fiigfted n(mes, 
for the purpofc of lafhing a, villain in power; bui 
ber^ fuch arts can never be peceilary. FaiUs wcoi 
firft made ufe of hy Jbives, who, not daring to nanic 
the tyrant^ the public robber, or the traitor, bela* 
faourcd him chrouffh the hide of the Xyger, the 
Wplf, or the Fox : but it is an outrageous flander on 
the free State of Pcnnfylvania^ to fuppoie that within 
her ccinfines the miferaUe precaution QiJiAWs is 
acceffiiry in the promulgation of iryjb*. 

From SncrwdetCs N. T. Gazette, 

^* We are informed that the price for which 
•• ColUt d'Herbmf vent into court, and attcfted his 
*' o\vn n[iothcr*g inffdeUty, was aboqt double in 
«' amount to the number of pieces received by juda$ 
«• for betraying our Saviour." 

J5iz//tff.-r-This man h S€,cretary of the SMle, ofPef^n* 
fylvania ; he is bcfides a pradtifing att9rney ; he waa 

one o( thoie who (foon after the arrival of GcnetX 
founded the Dfrnocralic (or Jacobin) S^ociety in fhis^ 

city. Thefe preliminary oblervations are necelTary^ 

becaufe witf^out tl|cm people in other CQuntrie^ will. 

i>ot be able fully to comprehend the mcaoingr of the. 

following valuable extracts. 

ExtraSls from Difpatcbes written hy Fauchet, the 
French Minifter^ intercepted by the Britijb^ and com^ 
tnmicated to the American Government ^-^Tbey were 
dated Philadelphia^ in Odlobcr, 1794. 

From Difpatchj J^o. 6. 

« Scarce was the commotion [the Weftern infur* 
« reftion] known, when the Secretary of State [Ran* 

♦ The name of Co^lot i»*Hbrboi8 was applied to a moft in- 
famous wHain who Uved in PcnnfyWania, aadlvho^rcw rich on' 
fteachbiriakiy* , • . -. 

4 dolphj 
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dolph] came to my houfe. All his countenance 
was grief. He requeftcd of me a private conver- 
fation. It is all over, faid he to me. A civil war 
is about to ravage our unhappy country. Four 
men^ by their talents, their influence, and their 
energy may favc it/ But debtors of Englifti mer- 
chants, they will be deprived of their liberty, if 
they take the fmalleft ftep. Could you lend them 
injlanianeoujly funds fujjicUnt to Jbelter them from 
Englijh perfecution^ This enquiry aftonifhed mc 
much. It was impofllble for me to make a fatis- 
failory anfwer. You know my want ofpower^ and 
my defe£i of pecuniary means. I (hall draw myfelf 
from the affair by fome common-place remarks, 
and by throwing myfelf on the pure and unalter- 
able principles of the Republic* 

From Difpatch, No. lo. 

* In the mean time, although there was a cer- 

* tainty of having an army, yet it was neceflary to 

* aflure themfelves of co-operators among the men 

* whofe patriotic reputcvtion might influence their 

* party, and whofc luke warmnefs or want of energy 

* in the exilting conjedlurcs might endanger the 

* fucccfs of the plans. Of all the Governors, whofe 

* duty it was to appear at the head of the requifi- 

* tions, the Governor of Pennfyhania alone enjoyed the 

* name of Republican : his opinion of the Secretary 

* of the Treafury and of his fyftems was known to 

* be unfavorable. The Secretary of this State pof- 

* fefled great influence in the Popular Society of Pbi^ 
' ladelpbia^ which in its turn influenced thofe of 

* other ftates ; of courfe be merited attention. It ap- 

* pears, therefore, that tbefe men, with others un- 

* known to me, all having without doubt Randolph 

* at their head, were balancing to decide on their party. 

* Two or three days before the proclamation was 

* publifhed, and of courfe before the cabinet had 

icfolved 
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refolvcd on its meafiires, Mr. Randolph came to 
fee nie with an air of great eagernefs, and mad€ 
to me the overtures of which I have given you an 
account in my No. 6. Thus with fome ihoufands 
of dollars the Republic could have decided on civil war 
or on peace! Thus the confciences of the pretended, 
patriots of America have already their prices ! It is 
very true that the certainty of thefe conclufions, 
painful to be drawn, will for ever exift in our ar- 
chives ! What will be the old age of tfiis Go- 
vernment, if it is thus early dccrepid ? 
* As foon as it was decided that the French Re- 
public purchafed no men to do their duty^ there were 
to be feen individuals, about whofe conduA the 
Government could at lead form uneafy conjcdures,. 
giving themfclves up with a fcandalous oftentation 
to its views y and evenfeconding its declarations. The 
popularfocietiesfbon emitted refolutions fiampedwith the 
famefpirity and who, although they may have been 
advifed by love of order, might heverthelefs have 
omitted or uttered them with lefs folemnity. 
Then were feen coming from the very men whom 
we had been accultomcd to regard as having little 
friendfliip for the fyftem of the Treafurer, har- 
rangues without end, in order to give a new direc- 
tion to the public mind. The militia, however,' 
manifeft fome repugnance, particularly in Fenn- 
fylvania, for the fervice to which they were called. 
Several officers refign ; at lall by cxcurfions or 
harranguefi, incomplete requifitions are obtained, 
and fcattered volunteer corps froni different parts 
make up the deficiency. How much more inte- 
refting than the changeable men whom I have, 
painted abovCy were thofe plain citizens who an- 
fwered the folicitations which were made to them 
to join the volunteers, &c. &g/ 
N. B. I intend to render this Dallas as famous 
as he deferves to be. In a word« I am refolved to 

be 
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be his biographer ; and, as Mr. Bofwell has taughi 
us, that the moft trifling occurrence in the life of a 
great man ought not to be omitted, I riequeft all 
thofe who wifh to fee my work complete, to furnifh 
me with lifts of thofe families who are honoured with the 
vifits of my beroy and who vifit my Hero in return. In^ 
formation of this fort is always expeded from the 
pen of a biogropher; becaufe, in judging of the 
chara<5lers of men, the old adage, ^* birds of a feather 
xvillfloek together^** ought never to be loft fight of* 
This fpecies of information would, in the prefcnl 
work, be valuable on another account. The anec. 
dotes, which it would necelTarily introduce, would 
ferve to enliven the narrative, which, from the uni^ 
formiiy of my Hero's charafter, would otherwife 
grow dull and fatiguing. Befides, were there no 
other confideration, it would be an aft of injujiice to 
fafFer thofe whofe conduft has (though indireftly) 
tended to countenance fucb a man, to fink quietly into 
oblivion. Every ftar cannot, indeed, Ihine like our 
Dallas; but, of all thofe that ever have twinkled 
in her vortex, fron^ the biggeft to the Icaft, let not 
one tie forgotten^ 

Dr. Stoek.^^Dr. Stock, a patriotic emigrant, and, I 
believe, a quondam member of the Corre/ponding &>^ 
ciety, honoured the Philadelphia Theatre with fome^ 
thing he calls a play, entitled the " fVedding in 
M^ales,'* and which it is faid he compofed in part-, 
perfhip with Dallas. — If it be worthy of any name 
at all, it is a fort oi tragi-comedy, a fpecies of drama, 
to which the moft celebrated critics have objeftcdy 
on account of the unnatural mixture of mirth and 
Jbrraw which it produces ^ but the pieCe before ua 
candour obliges me to decljiire entirely free froqa thi& 
defeft, for it produces neither the $n,e nor the pH^r^ 
The chajraSers arc fuch very grave gentry, that tf^ey 
Jcorn t9 move ynr rifible faculties i Y^hjUc the Jfeoti-i^ 

mcm^ 
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Tnents they exprefs naturally lead you to cxpcft, and 
even to bope^ that the plot will wind up with a g<^fkz^ 
ral hanging match^ in place of a wedding. 

The Theatre. — Amongft all the various crimes 
that ilUdifpofed and malicious perfons have laid to 
my charge, want of candour was never thought of. 
My bittereft enemies will allow me to poffefs this 
virtue (fo neceflary in a newfmonger), and they will 
alfo allow^ I hope, that I never have been backward 
in the praftice of it. 

The Theatre it has been my duty to attack very 
often during the prcfeht feafon ; becaufe^t has, for 
the moft part, been a fchool for vice. The piece« 
brought forward have generally been of the loweft 
and moll vicious charadler ; their tendency has con« 
fequently been to degrade and corrupt the audience. 
Happy am I to perceive the dawn of a revolution! 
(to fpeak in the cant of the day) and happy am I 
to be the firft to proclaim the glad tidings ! — Mr* 
WiGNELL has at lafl: laudably refolvcd to treat the 
town with 

" A NEW WAY OF PAYING OLD DEBTS/' 
preceded by the following new and mod excellent 
Prologue^ which, though I oelieye it to be written bjr 
Mr. Wignell's pot-companion Dallas, will certaiAljr 
give univerfal fatisfaiStionJ 

From the Toad-eater's Gazelle. 

The Creditors of the fubfcribcrs are requeilie4 
to take notice, that they have applied to the Hot. 
norable the Judges of the Supreme Court of Penn^ 
fylvania, for the benefit of the icft of the Genera^ 
AflTembly of the faid State, entituled ** An Adpro^ 
viding that the perfon of a debtor (hall not be liable 
^o i^T^prironmcm for debt after delivering up bis 
eftate for the benefit of his creditors, unlefs he hath 
bwa guilty of fraud QX embezzlement^'* and their 

Honors 
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Hcrndrs have appointed Friday, the 29th of -March- 
iftil. to hear them and their creditofs at fuch place 
-where the Supreme Court fhall be there held ;. 
where you are requir.ed to attend and fhow caufe, if 
any you have, "why the benefit of the faid aft fhould 
not be extended to 

Thomas IfigneL. 

A. Reinagle. 

" VIVAT RESPUBLICA*." 

March 21. 

From the Majfachufetts Mercury. 

While the French Government cannot raifc mo- 
ney but by coercive extortion, although they pro- 
mife good fecurity with intereft — our Government 
is voluntarily offered treble the fumi defircd for extra 
cxpences, although they give an intereft that bears 
but a fmall proportion to the general profits of bu- 
fmcfs, and the pledge of their faith. Talk no more of 
the fuperior popularity of the Gallia Government^ 
ye Frenchified gentry ! 

This would be all very well, if we were in that 
ftate of happy ignorance in which the Indians live. 
I like to fee a man make the moft of his country 
and its Government ; and moft afluredly every Ame- 
rican muft be proud to perceive, that there is all the 
difference in the world between his Government 
and that of Sans-culotte France. But, in our en- 
deavors to exalt our country, we ought to choofc 
proper fubjedls of eulogium and exultation. The 
well-meant efforts of a man who wants this talent 
of difcernment, will very often do harm inrtead of 
good, will excite ridicule inftead of admiration. 

What does the fagacious Mr. Minn's mean by 
the Government's being " voluntarily offered treble 

* Thefe words the bafe creatures always pat at the bottom of 
their play-bills. 

**the 
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-** the fum defircd for extra cxpcnces?" Does he 
a lludc to the loan ? — If fo, 1, Peter Porcupine^ come 
.in for my (hare of his praife, for I m;ide a " volun-- 
tary offer** of part of this treble fum. And how great 
muft be the patrioti/m of a certain gentleman, who 
Riade a ** voluntary offer** of the whole fum that was 
.wanted^ particularly when we recoiled: that he is 
an Engltjbman ! This . u patriotifm pafling know , 
ledge ! 

The truth is, that the only fair indication of a 

confidence in, and a refpeA for, Gevernment, is a 

' cheerful payment of taxes. It is to little purpofc 

that a Government makes loans and fills them up 

with rapidity, if the people refufc, or grudge, to 

pay either principal or intereft. I am aftonirfied to 

lee fo little indignation exprefled at the conduc^l of 

■ the NO-TAX infurgents in Pennfylvania. The 

.friends of Government, if it has any r^^/ friends left, 

feem afleep. They little dream of the conjequences 

: of this oppofition to the laws. They do not per- 

, ceive the effedl it is calculated to produce, or they 

certainly would beftir themfelves. !Not a pen ; 

amongft fo many political writers, not a pen is put 

: in motion to roufc the wcll-affedcd againft thefc 

daring villains. Are men weak enough to believe, 

that the Government can long live under the annual 

, vifitation of an unpunilhed revolt? If they are, it 

is a proof Qf.the mental debility of the community, 

i Seldom does the tornado come on all at once: dif- 

. tant rumblings, partial gulls, are generally its pre- 

. curfors. 

It is an alarming circumftance that the militia of 
a diftridt (where every one is a militia-man) is not 
fufficient ro quell the di/orders of that difiri^^ When 
. tjhis fatal truth (lands fo fully acknowledged, what a 
, fhame is it to hear men make light of the infurrcc- 
, fion ! Yet this is what we hear every hour. People 
: rmay, if they pleafe, call me an alarmijli but I re- 
\ ; i peat 
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peat it again and again, that courage docs not conCft 
in not daring to talk of danger. There is in thefc 
States a fa<5tion, a numerous and dcfperare faAion, 
rcfolved on the overthrow of the Federal Govern- 
ment; and the man who will not allow that there is 
danger to be apprehended, is either too great a fool 
to perceive it^ or too great a coward to encoun- 
tcr it. 

' yobn Poor. — Is not this the ScboohlHafler who kept 
the young ladies' academy^ arid whofe academy has 
long been a rendezvous for the Democrat^ Society 
and the United Irijhmen? . 

For teaching young ladies methinks the man is 
Ibmewhat unqualified ; for, if he be the writer of 
his own defence^ he is certainly ignorant <jf the firft 
and mod fimple rules of grammar. When, upon 
my firft arrival in this city, I ufcd to hear about 
the " young ladies' academy," and ufed to read poor 
little Swanwick'5 fpeeches, and the lifts opf ihofe 
" young ladies'* to whom " diplomas** were granted, 
1 laughed it is true ; I look upon the whole as -con- 
temptible pompofity ; but 1 really did not imagine 
that the provoft of the academy was fuch an illiterate 
bog-trotter as John Poor. 

Notice to Creditors. — William S- Thorn, btcibop- 
keeper of this city, having affigned to us the fub- 
fcribers all the goods belonging to him fecreted in 
the cellar of John Poor, fchoolmafftcr, Cberry- 
ftreet, on the night of the 28th ultimo, and there at- 
tached, as well as all his other efFecls, real, perfonal, 
and mixt, for the benefit of fuch of his creditors 
only as ihall on or before the firft day of April next 
enfuing fign a difcharge now in our pofleflion; 
theretore fuch of them who wifh to avail themfelves 
of a dividend then to be made, are rcquefted to 
bring in their accountis properly attcftcd, otberwife 

the/ 
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ih€y will be excluded therefrom j and all pcrfons in- 
debted to the faid William S. Thorn are hereby de-* 
fired to make immediate payment to cither of us, 
being the only pcrfons aiithorifed to receive the 
fame. 

Othniel Alsop. 
Joshua LippencOtt. 
Anarch 20. 

Mr. John Poor's name beirtg mentioned in the 
above notice, I would inform the public that he had 
no intereft or concern whatever in the property be- 
longing to me ftored in his cellar, nor were faid 
goods fecreted as above flated. 

William S. Thom. 

March 23. 

William S. Tbom informs the public, that John 
Poor had no intereft nor conc-ern in the goods which 
were depofiied in his cellar. Whatever fufpicions 
"we might entertain on the fubjeft, it would be hard 
to prove his having an intereft in the property ; it 
is however an unfortunate circumftance for thaH: 
gentleman, that in the fame advertifement JVtlVmfn 
5. T^bam likewife afferts that thofe goods were not 
feCreted. In order that a true judgment may be 
formed of the credit due to this fatvo we will alk, 
Wby^zx^ the goods packed up after dark, with the 
window over the dodr darkened by a blanket hung 
trp behind it ? Why was a porter called up out of 
fiis bed? And why was the candle extinguiftied 
^hcn they were taken away, and his foar little boy 
•left (as he laid} in the dark till the whole (three 
losfds) were carried off? Two of tbcfe loads were 
liauled to JobK Poor's cellar, and received by himfelf 
*at hear eleven o'clock at night* Several days 
dapfed before the porter employed in the bufinefs 
ivas difcovcred: on taking him and a Ihcriff's oR- 

cer 
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cer to this Scooltnafier* s^ he at firft denied having any 
fuch goods in his pofleflion, but on being informed 
that he por ter was ready to atteft that he delivered 
them to him, he confefled there were fome goods in 
his cellar, but would not confefs that he knew where 
they came from, 'whofe they were; or any thing 
about them. Indeed, fo great was his caution, that 
he abfolutely refufed to fake a receipt from tbejberiff's 
officer when he took them away. We fliall juft add, 
that that Scboolmajler was the firft perfon fufpedcd 
by us to have the goods in his pofTeflion, as we can 
fully prove. 

Joshua Lippencott. 
Othniel Alsop. 
March 25 • 

fFi/let and 0* Connor. — Mr. Fenno's pi3ure of the 
American News-Printers has wrought miracles ; it 
has, in many inftances, produced fomething like life 
in wretches, who have never before difcovered the 
leaft fymptoms of animation. It has even roufed 
thofe two kneaded clods Willet and O'Connor, the 
Editors of the Norfolk Herald, who, in poring over 
Fenno*s group, have at laft caft their eyes into an 
obfcure corner, and fpied out their own mongrel- 
looking vifages. This unfortunate difcovery has 
made the poor caitiff's angry; but how could Mr. 
Fenno help it? If, in looking over the Harlot's 
Progrefs, a woman happens to fee her own dear like- 
• nefs, Ihall (lie be allowed to fcratch poor Hogarth 
out of his grave? — When I had the honor to fervc 
his Majefty, 1 was^ with feven of my comrades, 
quartered upon a moft bitter vixen of a landlady. 
One* evening, when we had invefted her fire-fide 
pretty clofely, (he began to abufe us in a way that 
put me in mind of Fielding's Mrs^ Tow-woufe, to 
whom (he bore no weak refemblance. As it hapr 
pened 1 had an old torn copy of Jofepb Andrews, 

which 
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xvhich'I fetched down flairs. I began with a loud 
voice to read the dcfcription of the termagant in thfc 
romance; butj before I had half done, the landlady 
ilew ^crofs the half-moon that we had formed round 
her fire, and fixing one daw in my hair and the 
other in the book, began to pull and tear like a fury, 
f wearing all the while that flic would have me flogged 
for a HM. With fome diificulty I difentangled 
ttiyfelf from her clutches,and endeavoured to fmooth 
ber down, by convincing her th^t it was a printed 
book I was reading ; a book too that was made, 
probably, before ftie was bom, and of courfe, that 
it could not be her that I was reading about. 
*' You lie, you young dog,'* fays (he, " it was ahut 
** mey it was aiout me^ and about nobody elfe/' 
And flie abfolutely went and complained of me to 
the commanding officer, telling him, that I fat in 
her prefence reading a nafty lying book, that abufed 
her and all the genteel women in the parifli. — -The 
Colonel fent for me, and having obtained an ex- 
planation of the bufinefs, gave me a piece of ad- 
vice, which I take the liberty to recommend to the 
ferious confideration of Mr. Fenno. — ^^ Very well, 
** Cobbett," fays he, " lam glad to find you are in 
*^ tio fault ; but you are a young foldier, Cobbett, 
** and, if you like feather beds better than fl:raw, 
** and llroBg beer better than fmilU and if you 
*^ would rather have a fmack from a landlady's lips 
** than from her fift, let me advife you always to 
** examine her features well before you read to her 
** the defcription of Mrs. Tow-woufe." 

Morality Lattery ! — ^This country, though "young,*^ 
and in great part uncultivated, has been very fruit- 
ful in many things, and in none more than in Lot- 
teries. There is hardly a purpofe, requiring a con- 
fiderable fum of money y for "which a Lottery has not 
been fet on foot ; but, it was referved for the laji 

VOL. X. M year 
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year of the enlightened eighteerub cemtury to fee the 
great Saint of Beula arife, and publifti the fcbeme 
of a Lottery, fet on foot from *' MOTIVES OF 
PURE MORALITY ! ! !*' 

Libelling. — I was told this morning, that Lwas 
about to be profecuted for a falfe, fcandalous, and 
malicious libel on the Theatre. I wojider whether 
it will be at the fuit of tht. aSors or of the dramatis 
perfona ? If the latter (hould be the plaintiffs, I fhaJI 
certainly infift on a dramatical trial. An a3ion at 
the fuit of the Mock-Doilo*-, tried before Old Angela, 
and condufted by Lawyer Scut^ would, I think, be 
a farce fuperior to any that has hitherto been a£led 
on the boards of Mr. Wignell. There is one com- 
fort, and that is, if the dramatis perfena (hould pro- 
fecute, they cannot, I prefume, ftyle themfelves 
** private charafilers," and, therefore, the old hack- 
neyed complaint againft me will, on this occafion, 
have no weight. 

. King George. — Mr. Fenno, in the Aurora of this 
morning it is afferted, that a member of the Board 
of Overfeers of the Poor, on Monday laft, gave, as 
a toaft, ^^ the King of Great Britain, the only friend 
to order and good government," — this is falfe. 
The toaft was, " The King of Great Britain, the 
only fupporter of order and good government in 
Europe''— for the corre£lnefs of which, an appeal 
is made to every gentleman then prefent. The in- 
fiMificant wretch who coyld abufo the hofpitality 
of the overfeers, by giving lo the editors fuch a 
miftatement, is beneath their notice, and will re- 
ceive that contempt which he deferves. 

One of the Overfeers. 

It 'appears by this, that fome fnake in the grafs 

has been babbling to the he and iho, fans-culotte, 

^ . 4 who, 
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who, between them, condufl the Aurora. — It is 
pity, that this tell-tale fellow cannot have an op- 

fortunity of hearing me, and my family and friends, 
always drink " the King*' in preference to every 
human being. Drinking his health gives to my 
fmall beer the tafte of Burgundy* 

But, " the King'' is a toaft become very fal^ion- 
able. Judge M^Kean'sfon^ Jofephy gave him as a toail 
but a very little while ago. I mention this in com- 
mendation of M'Kean. 'Till I heard of it, I never 
liked him ; and I do not like him very well now. 

It is aftoniftiing, that there Ihould be a fcoun- 
drel impudent enough to attack a man publicly 
for giving *^ the King of Great Britain" as a toaft, 
while we daily and hourly fee "the French Re- 
public" publilhed as a, toaft, and at a time too 
when this monfter is in the commiffion of the moft 
abominable afts of injuftice and perfidy towards 
America, and when the King of Great Britain is 
rendering her every fervice in his mighty power. 
But, this is. the age of perverfenefs, of bafeuefs, 
and of the moft hellifh ingratitude. 

EPITAPH ON MERRY, 

THE DELLA CRUSSCAN PQET. 

Recommended to the ferious Attention of^ his Elegiac 
Admirers. 

Mis froward raufe at variance with his name, 
Poor Merry fighs for praife, and whines for fame. 
Merry is goi\e — no Merry-maker he, 
For he is dead without pofterity ! 
His tragic wife alone he Merry made, 
She's merry ftill in honour to his {hjade; - 
But when her' time's expired for looking fad, 

euite tired of being Merry ^ fhe'U be glad ; 
ive birth to native tranfports and repent 
Paft fcenes of unprolific Merrijnent; 
Or holding .cheap ppetic gewgaw fame, 
To taiflc /uifiandai mirth forego the name. 

M 2 Weep 
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Weep o*er tficfe rhymes, for i£ you dane to laugh, 
-He'll nfe and tear the quibbling Epiuph: 
Stay. *till his fhade has iairly croffed. the Ferry ^ 
Then 4anin his " Pains of Me?nory* apd be Merry. 



DELLA YANKEE. 

FROM THE SHOP OF MESSRS. COLON AND SPENDEE, 

Addrejftd to Della Crusca, humbly attempted in the fub-. 
limejlyle of that fajhicnable Author. 

P THOU, 

Who, with thy blue cerulean blaze, 

Haft circled Europe's brow with lovelorn praife, 

Whofe magic pen its gelid lightuing throws, 

Is now a funbeam, now a fragant rofe. 

Child of the dappl'd fpring, whofe green delight 

Drinks, with her fnow drop lips, the dewy light. 

Son of the fummer's bland prolific rays. 

Who Iheds her loftieft trcafure in thy lays; 

Who fwells her golden lips to , trump thy name, 

Which finks to whifpers, at thy azure fame. 

Brown autumn nurs'd thee with her dulcet dews, 

And litrid winter rock'd thy cradled mufe. 

Seasons and suns, and spangl'd systems roll,. 

Like atoms vaft, beneath thy ^^' cloud capf' foul. 

Time wings its panting flight in hurried chafe. 

But SINKS in dew drqpt languor iyi th' immortal race. 

Othou, 
Whofe foul the nooky Britop' fcoms ; 
Whofe white clifts tremble, when thy genius ftorm^; 
The fallow Afric, with her curl'd' ^^ains. 
And purpled Afia with her muflin plains, / 
And furgy Europe — vain — thy fou! confindi 
Which fills allfpace — and e'en matilda's minI!> ; 
Annans capacious mind, which all agree, 
Contain'd a wildernefs of woods in thee. 
More happy thou than^ Macedonia's Lord, 
Who wept for worlds to feed his famifii'd fword. 
Patigu'd by attic eonqueft of the old, 
Tortune to thee a novel worli> unfolds ; 
Come, mighty Conqueror, thy foes difperfe ; 
Let loofe '* thy epithets," THOSE DOGS OP verse ; 

Draw 
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Draw forth thy gcwrgeous fwcrrd of damaflc -d srhyme, 
And ride triumpliant through Calurabia's clime> . 
Till fober letter 'd fenfe (hall dyhig fmile, 
Before the mighty magrc of thy flyle. 
What tawny tribes in dufky foreft wait, 
To grace the ovation of thy viSor ftate. 
What ochred chiefs, vermillion'd by t%e fword, 
Mart -d by thy Epithets, Oiall own thee lord! 
The punic Creek, knd nigri^ed Choftaw, 
The bigh-bon'd WabaDi^ and bland Hailing Maw^ 
Great Little Billy, Piamingo brave, 
With pity's dew drops,. wet M'GiJ\'Tay's grave. 
Whtti fonorous ft reams meander through thy lays,^ 
What lakes fliall Wefs thy rich beqiieft of praife. 
Rough Hocfchocking, atid gentle. Chicago, 
The two Miami's — placid Scieto. 
How will Ohio roll his lordly ftream. 
What blue mifts dance upon the liquid fcene, 
Gods ! 'how fublime ftiall Delia Crufca rage, 
When ALL Niagara cataracts thy page! 
What arts! what arms unknown, to thee belong? 
What ruddy fcalps (hall deck thy fanguin*d fong ! 
What fumy carmets fcent the ambient air, 
What lovelorn Warhoops, CAPITALS declare. 
Cerulean tomahawks (hall grace each line. 
And BLUK ey'd wampum gliftenthro* thy rhyme. 
Rife, Delia Crufca, prince of bards fublime, 
And pour on us whole catarafts of rhyme. 
. Son of the sun, arife, whofe brighteft rays, 
All merge to tapers in thy ignate blaze. 
Like fome'Coloffus, ftride tne Atlantic o'er, 
A LJEG OF GENIUS place on either fhore, 
Extend thy red right arm to either >vorld. 
Be the proud ftandard of thy ftyle unfurl'd ; 
Proclaim thy founding page, from fliore to Ihore, 
And fwear that fenfe in verfe, (hall be no more. 

Della Yankee. 

GILES.^ — From the Fir^a Gazette. 
Mr. Davis, 
It is with reluSance that I appear in a newfpa- 
pen Obferving in your's of the 8th inft. a publi- 
cfttion of WilUam B. Qiles> Cfq. \n anfwer to one 

of 
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of Major NeIfon*s, of 24th January, I am compel- 
led to publifli the following fa£ts, refpefting a cpn- 
verfation which pafled at my houfe, and which has 
been the caufe of thefe publications. After much 
had beenfaid refpeSling the reports of the fecretaries of the . 
treajuryy war, and navy ^ and condemned by Mr. Giles, as 
he acknowledges ; Mr. Giles, rifing to leave the com- 
fany, faid (without any rejerve) f am clearly for a fe- 
paration. ahd hope it will take place. A gentleman fire- 

feniy getting up to go away alfo, laid, I am d glad, 

did fellow^ to hear you fay fo, it has been my tvijh thefe 
three or four years pajl. Mr, GUes replied, if is a late 
pinion of mine, and I hope it will take place. A third 
gentleman in company (wkofe political opiniom. generally 
coincide with' the before-mentioned) declared he differed 
from them, that he did 'not wijka feparation: This gen- 
tleman had made the fame declaration in the early part of 
the converfation, ana mentioned having received a letter 
from a friend of his, (a member of Congrefs) in anfwer 
to one he had written to him {and exprejjed a wifh he had 
brought it with him to Richmond), wherein was the opi- 
nion on this fubjeEi, of a perfon who is held in the highejl 
efiimatioh by thofe who have generally difapproved of the 
aSis and meafures of the legijlative and executive of the 
federal government, wherein he fays, he by no means 
approves of a feparation ; that it cannot be long before 
there will be a majority in Congrefs, who will think with 
him^ that the increaftng population of the fouthern fates 
mufi produce this effe£l. — I have been thus particular 
in dating the abpve converfation, fuppofing U niay 
bring to the recolledtioh of the gentlemen^ who 
were prefent, the precife words that pafled on this 
occafion, I declare moft folemnly, I believe, what 
I here dated, to be the very words inada ufe of at 
the aforefaid tirhp, and by the aforefajd perfons— 1 
this I am fure of; that it was the exprefs meaning 
of what did pafs ; and I truft thofe to whont I havp 
. \\i^ pleafure of being known, will credit this afle> 
■' ' -w •' - ' ■■ ' tion. 
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tion. I think Mr. Giles pcrfe£lJy cerreft in faying 
there is no perfon who can believe he would en- 
ter into a confidential and treafonable converfa:; 
tion with me. I thought it neither one or the 
other, and therefore fuppofed there could be no^ 
thing improper in it; on the contrary, I believed, 
from the manner of his exprefling himfelf at th^ 
time, he would certainly have fupported this opjp 
nion, and particularly fince thofe obnoxious mea^- 
fures (as he thinks them), and which were the 
caufe of the converfation, have fubftantially beei) 
adopted. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient humble fervant, 

Lewis Burwell. 
Richmond, March 16, 1799. 

The reader will do well to obferve the point on 
which the Virginia politics turn. — Firginia will have 
either a majority in congress, or a separation 
of the STATES ! And, one or the other, I am afraid, 
Ihe will have, 'ere two years are at an end. I do 
not love gloomy profpeQs better than other men \ 
but, to feut ones eyes againft the light is folly:' 
The danger to be averted, muft be firft perceived 
and acknowledged. 

It is very certain too, that the New-Englanders 
want to get rid of the Southern States, Their inte- 
refts are as oppofite as are the manners of their in^- 
habitants. With this inclination, mutually repul- 
five, they can be held together by nothing but the 
Federal influence of the middle Jiates, and more par- 
ticularly that of Penfylvania. If, therefore, this in? 
fluence fhould decline, in any confiderable degree, 
a feparation muft inevitably take place, and happy 
will it be, if it fliould come unaccompanied by c^ 
ciyil war, long, defolating, and bloody, 

Aprh, 
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April, 1799. 
Ben Ton, — It is faid, that a young lady, of the 
htm ton of this city, laft night eloped with one of 
thofe ci-devant nolblemen of France, who have for 
fome years paft honored Philadelphia by their refi- 
dence in it. — ^The fond couple were, it is faid, di(^ 
covered this morning at the houfe of a mi/Zmer (con* 
venient trade !j; and, confidering the confufiori ge- 
nerally attendant on all fuch fudden expeditions 
to the IJland Cytherea, it is with peculiar pleafure 
I hear it reported, that the parties did not forget 
to call at the temple of Hymen in their way*. 



* The hero and heroine of this article, were the ci-devant Coum$ 
ie Ttlleyy and Mifs ^^v^ Louifa Bingbamt daughter of William 
B1NGHAM9 who, though a revolutionary republican, calls hifflfelf 
an £fquire« This roan is faid not to be io rich as he was once 
thought to be; but, if he has lefs money than he has wit, he muft 
be poor indeed. He is dcfcendcd (or rather rifen) from very mean 
parents; but, having amaifed together a good deal ot money during, 
and at the clofe of^ the rebellion, by paper>money, and other fpe- 
culations, he wifhed to be u^reai man\ and, in the 4icight of his 
/oily, refolded to take his wife (who was, till then, a plain Pbila- 
delphia girl) to Paris, in order to fit her for high life, \itjucctedtd /• 
a miracle n ! — His houfe in Philadelphia (one apartment of which 
may be very properly called the temple of /*r/V7/«/y/ has long been the 
rendezvous of the ci-devant French noblefle, who have taken (belter 
in America. Noailles has been an inmau for feveral years ; he in- 
Uoduced 77/^, and Tilly introduced Mifs Anne Louifa to Dr* 
Jones, (an univerfalift preacher) who coupled the lovers together, as 
above recorded.' — The day after the marHagc took place, Bingham 
contrived to get his daughter from the Count, aqd to fend her away 
into New Jerfey. The Count went to the lather's houfe^ and .en- 
deavoured to enter it ; but was rcpulfed by the joint efforts of Bing- 
ham, Noailles, Richard Willing, and Charles Baring, (fon of Sit 
Francis Baring,, of London, which fon had married another of the 
.daughters,) all of whom made (hift to beat him olv Tilly, in the 
height of liis pafTion, fent one of his opponents a challenge ; but the 
challenged party fent a conftable to leize him for a breach of the 
law. He was put in jail, and, notwithftanding the con(Htution« 
which fays ih^Lt exeeji*ue ^«r/ihait n$t be demanded, the jodge re- 
fufed to let him out, unlefs he could find bail for Jix thmfand do!- 
fars / Bur, he having confented 10 leave the coontry, and his wife 
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*« The Little Farthing RuJIilighf' is, it feems, to be 
exhibited to-night at Ricketts's - but, I can fee no 
fort of reafon for giving a dollar to attend at the 
formal exhibition of a mean^ defpicable^ and defpifed 
things which any one may furchaj'efor a farthings and 
fee for nothing *. 

Merceftaries . — ^I had lately an occafion to ad- 
drefs a few words, on this fubje6t, to the mtrcemry 
printers at Bofton. The paflage I am aboiit to 
<juot€J will ferve to elucidate it ftill further. 

During the laft feffion of Congrefs, Livingjim^ 
of New York, called the Federal army mercenary 
troops. The epithet gave offence, and brought fe- 
veral fevere remark$ on. the oratoT. Gallatin de- 
fended his brother democrat, and added, that there 
were ma'cenary LAWYERS as well as mercenary 
troops. Mr. Bayard replied to Gallatin, in tfee fol- 
lowing words : 

Mr. Bayard remarked upon the ingenuity dis- 
played by the gentleman from Pemafylvania, in de- 
fence of the epithet ufed by his friend from New- 
York. He had no doubt that gentleman well un- 
derwood both the word and the thing. He fpdke of 
mercenary troops and mercenary lawyers, but there 
were other mercenaries, whom he had omitted. 
He might have added mercenary patriots and merce* 
nary politicimis^ of whom we have Imt too many ex^ 



of «o»rfe, Bingham let him out of jail, and ^ave hun a fam of 
money, with which he went to EngUnd. — Still' the gfirl wu his 
wile ; but matters of this kind are foon fettled here. . The father 
alked ihe Lcgiflature of pennfylvania to pafs a law to airnttl the mar^ 
fiage, which Was immediately done^ and now Mifs Amne Louisa 
is u maid agmu ! ! i I ! 

♦ Rush, the famous btceding Dodor, after reading this para^ 
eraph, went to the PrcTident of the Vuited St^e^ and xeqoefted 
Sim to fend Police ueiM £ out of $he country, u^der th ialm and/f-> 
MH9nl<iPw% 

(impl^S. 
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ampks. He might alfo have faid, that there Mrere 
mercenary politicians imported from abroad^ as well 
as mercenary troops — [Mr. Egglefton rofe, fo call 
the gentleman to order ; and was proceeding to 
ftate the impropriety of perfonal refleSionSy but there 
was 4 general cry of order — that a member was on 
the floor. The Speaker defired Mr. B. to pro- 
ceed.] — Mr. B. believed he was not more out of 
order than the gentleman from Pennfylvania ; but 
ivhat feU from him might make a differ aU imprefjion 
tfpon the g^ilemen from Virginia. He was faying, 
that amongft other mercenaries there nxight be 
mercenary politicians. He did not know why he 
ihclild be underftood as ha>cing particular referefue to 
perfons in that houfe. Did the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia mean to alledge that any perfons were de- 
Kribed by what he faid. He fliould be glad if the 
gentleman would point ti>em out. When the gen- 
tleman from Pennfylvania fpoke of mercenary law- 
yers, he fuppofed he did not allude to any hono- 
rable gentleman on that floor of th^t profefDpn, 
He believed further with refpeft to mercenary po- 
liticians, th?it there were fome who were doubly mer- 
c&tary ; they received pay from th§ir own govern-: 
ment, aqd actually ferving q foreign govemmettfy wbilfi 
they are receiving the pay of their own. 

Anthony Pafquin. — Toijy Fasqijin, the " Fe4e- 
" ral Champion of New York,'* has made Ihift to 
fqueeze out his fecond number ; but he flatly af- 
ferts, that he caq go no further without /iv month's 
pay in advance. Tony will find this a very great 
ftumbling block, for though there may be perfons 
here as well as in Londqn. who would hire him to 
varnilh over, there are very few who will pay him 
for it. . 

This Pafquin is a mod defpicable mifcreant, yet, 
it muft be confefTed, he polfefles candour in a very 

eminent 
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eminent degree, as a proof of which I quote from 
his doggerel the following candid account oihimfelf. 

Cbara£ler of Anthony Pafquiny wri/Un by him/elf. . 

** What's Anthony' — a nqjly thing; 
f* KiionAtictv^iwkhout ajiiftgi 
** A pipe unfiird with Joy's mundungus, 
" A mule — a manakin — a fungus ; 
f* A fterile rock or feedlefs grafs, 
•* A rufty key, a nought — an ASS-" 

Beautiful climax ! — ^This was the public confef- 
(ion the fellow made feveral years ago in London, 
and he has now republifhed it, it feems, as a fox* 
of letter of credence to the patronage of the fraaU 
Federalifts of Ne\V York.— Apropos — ^To demand 
pay in advance is not, Anthony, agreeable to your 
old praftice. You aQed a more generouf part to- 
wards Haflings. Is it pofltble that you place lefs 
confidence in your Federalifts, whom you declare 
to be the moft uncorrupt of mankind, than you <ii4 
in fueh a man as Haftings? 

. fudges. — The governments of America are often 
pompared to that of Great Britain, and, at firft 
fi^ht, becaufe they are alike, in form, they appear 
to be fo in fiibftance. Upon nearer acquaintance, 
however, with thefe governments, we find, that 
they refemble that of Great Britain in form only* 
In fubftance, that is, in their operation and eflfefts, 
they aire widely different. ' This diflPerence is feen 
tevery where, but no where is it fo ftriking as in 
• What relates to Judges. In England, a Judge is a 
Judge for lifej urilefs he commit fome criq:ie fuffi- 
cient to difpldce him upon an impeachment/ So 
they tell you it is here ; but, bbferve well, that 
here a JudgQ may be a member of Congrefs, an 
El^ftor^for Prefident, zhdji// continue to be a Judges 
pay/ he cap hold his Judgelhip in tow while he 
•' •'. " ^ ^ " ■ fets 
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fets bimfelf up as a candidate for Prtfident of the 
V'diofk, or Govtmor of a State. White a man is caiv 
Tailing for his eleftioa, methinks he is not very fit 
to fit upon the bench. 1 allude to no partictilar 
cafe, for we have feen frequent inftances of what 
1 here notice. Judges mcft certainly ought to be 
fofeHly independent, not only of their fuperiprs, but 
of their inferiors alfo, and they cannot be fo, while 
it is in the power of either to add to, or diminifli, 
their incomes or their honors. 

The Bcfion Slaves — hen. Rt^ell and Minns, are 
grown quite mild and tame. A laChing, now ^nA 
then, does them good* Only obferve the effefts 
<rf this horfe-play on M^Lang, at New York. The 
fellow is as dull as ever, to be fare, but he is filent, 
A babbling fool is always impertinent. This M'Lang 
h;ad flretched forth his arms to fraternize with An^ 
thony Fafquin ; but one ftroke from my heavy 
hunting whip made him dr^w tliem in again. He 
quoted part of Tony*s introduftory addrefs, and 
be has promifed to publifh the whole of it. Now, I 
trder him not to do it, and if he dare to difobey 
liie, I will lalh him tiU I have loll him. 

Pafquin and Carey. — Anthony Pafquin has made, 
Xiobat be calls, an <atiack upon me. I will, one of 
ihefe days re-publifh his trafli ; indeed I may fay 
] will fublifti it, for its appearance in his paper can- 
not properly be called ptablicatioH. Tony is a dtdi 
devil. A wretch ftill more vapid than Matthew 
Carey, whofe ^^ phfnh pudding' has fettled fo heavy 
upon his ftomach as to produce a very dangerous 
indigeftion.' It would be curious if the peor fellow 
Ihould fall a facrifice to his own cookery., it is a 
maxim in my good old country, that, as focm as a 
girl can make a plumb-pudding, and tie it neatly 
up in tbc bag, withoat any afliftaace, (he is fit to 
5 be 
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he married^ If poor Matthew's qualifications are t(> 
undepga fuch u ccft as this, in a literary fenfe, I fear 
it will be very long *ere he wilJ be admitted into the 
bands ef matriHiony with any one of the mufcsi. 

^//^^^5.— There is fomctWng Angularly favour- 
able to chi4Werty2txrA free eleBions in the eligibility 
of Judges ' to •* other offices, before they ctafe to be 
judges ; fer^ a nian cartnot diftinguifh his friends 
from his opponents, white he is on the beneh, any 
better than if he were not there ; and, on the other 
hand, his office of jodge enables hint to prevent, in 
a great meafure, all imprK)pcr or unpleaiant publi- 
cations, either againft the other candidate or — intn-- 
Jilf I fay, therefore, that the office of Judge^ and the 
q-uality of Candidate for that of Governor^ are united 
ifl the fame p^crfon with fingular propriety. Be it 
remembered, moreover, that if a Judge fail in his 
eledlion, he rs ftill a Judge ,• and every one muft 
perceive, that a hard political ftruggle furniflics an 
excellent opportunity for a Judge to make himfelf 
thoroughly acquainted with t\\^ faults and the virtues 
of all and every of the citizens ; a very valuable fore 
of knowledge, and which, 1 prefume, cannon fail to 
contribute greatly to- the impartial adminiflraiion of 
Juflice. — **VivAT Republica!" 

Dallas fs pretty fiarethat he (hall not be Secretary 
. of State, under any Federal Governor, and for that 
realbn, amongft others, he wifhes to thrulV in 
M^Kean. To be fure, he may be difappoinced, even 
if MAG fhould get- in ; but he has a chance, and a 
bad chance is better than none. — ** What does he 
** care/' faid a fool the other day, " he has very good:- 
^^ frahiccat the iar/^-^But this fool did" not per-« 
ceiy^, that he might lofc that g&od' prance with his 
office of Secretary of State ! The poor fix)I did not 
recolledf, that it is often very convenient to have, 
ones caufe idr the- handi of a man who has,, ex officio^ 

the 
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the ear of the. Governor. If I were in danga* of being 
hanged, in England, and the minifter were alfo a 
pleading lawyer, I Ihould certainly employ the mi* 
nifter» and give him a thumping fee. But this is 
not the cafe in England j neither Mr. Pict, nor the 
Duke of Portland, nor Lord Grenville, is a pleading 
lawyer : and here we have complete proof of the 
fuper-cxcellence of Republican government, the 
fimple manners of which permit its officers to foU 
low their private and public occupations at one and 
the fame time, by which means the fervice of the 
(late is performed for little or nothing. Some per- 
fons may, indeed, fuggeft, that this economy may 
be attended with evil confequences ; for, that a man's 
private occupation may be made the medium, 
through which to obtain his influence, in his pubh'c 
capacity ; but thofe who talk thus, do not recoiled: 
the maxim of the fapient Montelquicu, that ** VIR* 
TUE is the bofis of Republican Government.'* 

Tench Coxe keeps harping away upon Mr. Rofs, 
who, he fays, is recommended by me. This is a fmall 
miftake; 1 never prefumed to recommend Mr. Rofs: 
I know nothing of him ; but 1 fee him recom- 
mended by gentlemen of high reputation, for ho- 
nefty, as well as for underftanding ; and I fee him 
oppofed by Lcib, Tench Coxe, Dallas, &c. and, 
therefore, I am pretty fure, he mull be a worthy gen- 
tleman, and a firm friend to his country. 1 muft, 
however, fay that I have fomewbat more knowledge 
of the olher candidate ; I know Tench Coxc's man ; 
1 know M*Kean„ and I know that it is my duty, my 
bounded duty, to my fubfcribers * in this State, to 
ufe all my feeble efforts to preferve them from the 
power of fuch a man. From private conlidcrations, 
there is no man, who need care lefs about the iiTuc 
of the elcdlion than myfelf. It is out of M'Kean's 
power to hurt mc. 1 will never live fix months under 
bis joverei^ fway. As foon as he is iafe in his fad- 
die, 
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die, I (hall begin to look out for a horfc. Nor will 
a migration of this fort give me a moment's uneaii- 
nefs. It would be a durable fourcc of fatisfadiion 
to me, that I had fcorncd to live amongft a fet 
of beings, who could voluntarily and deliberately 
choofe luch a man to reign over them. As I faid 
before, I look upon it as my duty to the publick, to 
aflift in oppoling M*Kean's eledion ; but, as it may 
concern myfclf, 1 view it with the moft perfed in- 
difference; and, above all things, Coxe ought to 
avoid accufing me with ading from motives of «?;i- 
mity to the people I for, if I wilhed them,evil, if I de- 
<ired to fee their humiliation, their mifcry,, their 
ruin, I Jhouldjoinwilb Coxe^ injtead of oppojijjg bim. 



May, 1799. 

Rujh and MichelL — In Bradford's paper of Friday 
laft, there is an article, entitled " Errors in the ac- 
•• count of the Yellow Fever, by a London Phj/j-^ 
V* cian^ &fr.'* This article, from the abfurd notions 
it contains, as well as from its ambling childilh 
ftyle, I fet down as the produftion of Rujhy or one 
of his " Tmng Doftors.^' To fay that a thing is 
written by i?«/&, is to fay, that it is unworthy of a 
ferious reply ; yet this article contains one remark, 
which is fo impudently falfe^ that 1 muft fpcnd a 
moment or two on it. 

■He fays, that peftilential difeafes are kept out of 
the towns and cities of Europe by their cleanlinefs, 
and the wholefome regulation of their police : and that, 
it is an error of the London phyfician to fay, " that 
*\ the cities of the Utrited States are kept remarkably 
*' clean.'' 

Impudence to furpafs this, I never met with, I 
fay, that the city of Philadelphia (the favorite fpot 
of the Yellow Fever) is not only kept remarkably 
clean I but I affcrr, that, during the fcven years in 

which 
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which I have lived in ami near it, it has been kept 
eleaneTy in ihe very dirtiejl feafonsy than any town or 
€ily I everfatv in Europe ^ in/ea/ons the moft favourable 
to cleanfinefs. Philadelphia is fanned for this. Many- 
years ago I ufed to hear our old foldiers, who had 
been at Philadelphia (and who certainly had feen 
more towns and cicies than Rtifh)^ extol the city for 
its fuperior cleanlinefs. All foreigners, I ever heard 
fpcak on the fubjed, agree in the encomium ; and 
1 defy Rttjby and all his -pupils and fartizanSy to name 
any city, town, borough, village, or hamlcr, in the 
whol^? world, that is kept cleaner than this city, 
which he ftigmacizes 2isjlinking. 

*« Clean your cellars^ clean your gutters, clean your 
^^ docks r* This is the evcrlafting cry; clean! clean! 
clean! — wajh! wajh! wajb!—fcrub!/crub!fcrub! — 
fweep ! /weep ! /weep ! — It is a fort of perpetual mo-' 
tion. It is plaguing' and burthenfome beyond bear- 
ing. We are fatigued and tormented to death with 
cleanlinefs^ and have been ever fince 1793, and yet 
the Yellow Fever ftill comes, and that too with in- 
crealing fury. When the fatal malady broke out 
laft year, the ftreets were remarkably clean, even 
for Philadelphia. You might walk about for an 
hour, without finding a finglc fpot, that Was not as 
clean as the pa.vcment of an Englifti nobleman's 
court-yard. It is, therefore, both falfe and infolent 
to accufe the police of negled, and the inhabitants 
of pronenefa to filth. 

The article^ on which I have been commenting 
here, is; followed by a letter from one Mitchell 
whom the above-mentioned writer flyles ** DoSar^** 
and who, it feems, lives at New York. This man^s 
letter is, to fay the worft of it at once, equal to any 
thing Rufb ever wrote. This under-conjuror has 
difcovered, amongfl other things^ than the Englifh^ 
and all other nations, are very great fools for im- 
poling a quarantine on any vcflc;l6^ thofe coming > 
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from the Levant not excepted. In fa6t> this AlitcbeU 
is no more than an incoherent retailer of Rujb's wild 
and novel notions : and this is the authority, to which 
our w^^i^ gentieinan 2ippcils for a,, re/uaiion of the 
iarguments of the London Phyfician ! Matchlefs mo- 
defty ! What an opinion muft fuch a man entertain 
of the uhderftanding of his readers ? 

One remark of " DoSor" Mitchell is fcuriou^, 6n 
account of its phrafeology; The " DoSor*' is fpeak- 
4ng of the evil effeds of burying the dead in the 
thurch-yards, which are cbrhmonly lituated in the 
ceijtre of cities, and he a(ks, with ihtfangfroid of a 
true French Philofopber^ if it would not "be better at 
*' once for Cbriftians to difcard tht/uperftUion which 
*' leads to this praSice, and imitate the Jews and Ma^ 
** hometans in conveying their CARRION out of 
town.*' This yields not, either in unfeeling indiffer- 
ence, or difguftin^ vulgarity, to the famous precept 
for bleeding patients till they were as white as Jerfey 
veal. The former is the language of 2l farrier^ and 
the ktter that of a ^«/r6^r. 

P. S. I wrote the above remarks oh Saturday. 
Calling a veneration for the dead ^^/uperftition** ex- 
horting Chriftians to " imitate the Jews and Maho^ 
" metans,'* and ufing the word ** carrion** as appli- 
cable to a human corpfe, led me to fuppofe that 
*' DoHof" Mitchell muft be a French Philofopherj it 
was, therefore^ not without cdnfiderable exultation, 
that I perceived, by the New York papers of thii 
morning, that he was one of the Anti^federal candid 
dates who have juft been defeated in that city. 

Democratic Poetry. 

The following article is taken from the Nujhville 
(Tenneflee) papery called the Rtgbts of Man^ and 
publiflied by one John M^I^ugblin. This bloody- 
minded mifcrcant is, unddubtedjiy, a United Irifi^ 
man: but, his daring to promulgate fuch diabolical 

vot. X. K fentiments. 
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fentimcnts, proves, very clearljr, that they are nor 
very ofFenfive to the ears of his readers ; and men, 
who can patiently liften to fuch fentiments, are ready 
for rebellion and bloodftied. — It is, taken altogether, 
the moft daring publication I have ever fcen. It is 
a dire£l call to infurreSlion and t$ the murder of the 
eonfiitiited authorities. 

O ! thou ghoft of Marcus Brutus I 
Ol thou dread immortal fhadef 
. Thou whofe fpirit now would fuit us^ 
Raife thy once tremendous head f 
Rife, and ftiake thy vengeful dagger , 
Wet with Caefar's haughty blood! 
Petty Defpots—fce tkemjlagger! 
Hear the pious call on God ! 
Rife, thou wond'rous ancient Roman, 
To tlK right let thunders roar. 
O! the bi eft propitious Omeni" 
" Kings fhall rule the earth no more!'^ 
How zve need fa rare a fpirit^ 

In Colu?nbia's weftern climes .' 
Truth has loft her former merit. 

And corruption rules the times ! 
Coh.mbia once the wonder, 

Of admiring nations Vound ; 
Sh:^, who fmird at Britifh thunder, 

In venality is drown'd. 
She has loft her fenfe of honour^ 

She is funk fupinely low; 
Wliilft a generous few bemoan her^ 

She's iiifenfible of woe. ' 

She has loft her fenfe of honoin:, 
• ; She, fi om bad to worfe defcends ; 
She letxS Britaiiniit ride upon her — 

And i^forcd to fight her friends. 
'' . //<?r^ ^rd C^/^r J, noble Junius;. 
Hcreare Defpjis to bejloinl 
^ ^ Here are Kings, who iniportune usf 

Here are fools, who wifti to reign. 
We are pleas'd with adulation ; 

Honefty is oyt of date: .. ■ - 

Lies, and vile dilTimulation, > 

Reign fiipreme in every State* 

4 Wc 
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We place our happiaefs in fplendou]>— 

All our glory in parade ; 
Our real freedom we furrender, 

Wfell contenttsd with the ftiade. 
t'rteclom was our forrtlet- ^ory. 

All deyoted to her caufe 1 
Now ConilitutioA is the jftory; 

And obedience to the Iaws% 
Freedom's ways are difrefpefled. 

We, alas ! no more are brave ; 
And a Monarch is expefled — 

Sure a King ftiould rule a flave. 
We execrate a Revolution ; ' 

We are pleased with ancient forms : 
• God prefefv^ our Conflitution 

' From wild Democratic florms!* 
Here is my ejaculation ; 
Hear a Patriot's fervent prayer { 
Send ! O fend Regeneration ! 
Purify our morbid air I 

Purify our fickly nation ! 

Abrogate our muJiy law ! 

Send! O! fend Regeneration! 

Succour Lord, a righteous eaufel 
Difannul our Gonftitution^ 

Do away our penal laws^ 
Form a purer inftitution, 

Suited to a purer caufe. 
^a(h away each foul pollution, 

Each Defpotic curfed flain ; 
Send us. Lord, a Revolution ! 

And lei freedom live again. 
Rafe the Bitt of feign'd fedition, 

All its evils do away ; 
Send the maken to perdition^ 

So let every patriot pray, 
fiuild a heTl of fierce Damnation, 

Foj^ our Deipi-Britilh clan — 
Sehd to the Veft, O God! falvatiott, 

Blefs theiii with ^ Hights of Matt, 

'A DeMo^a*. 
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Nafty P4/j«m.— This wretch is no Icfs remarkable 
for najtinefs in his perfon than in his writings. He 
is always loathfome to the eye, and it is faid, that, 
in fummer time, he is often ofFcnfive to the fmell. 
This fwinifti quality, in Anthdny, gave occafion to 
a moft excellent repartee from Lord Barrymore. 

The diflblute life of this young nobleman is well 
known; and it is alfo well known, that Anthony 
ferved him in the double capacity of pander and 
poet laureat. His Lordlhip had given a gala, and 
Anthony had compofed an Ode tor the occafion. 
While fomc one was reciting the Ode, Lord Barry- 
more was fo lavifti in his encomiums on it, that 
Tony fufpeded he was only fmooibing bim aver: 
" Come, come, my Lord," faidf he, " you are not 
** fincere; you are only ironing me." — ^^ Am I, An- 
** thony," replied his Lordfhip, " I am very forry 
" for it, for, by G — d, I Ihould have wajbedyou firfu** 

Tencb Coxe. — 'Some people are aftoniflied at the 
bare&ccd inconfiftency of this man's conduct, as a 
politician ; but their aftonifhment will ceafe, when 
they are informed, that, while be was Secretary of tbe 
Abolition Society ^ he abfolutely feized on two negroes 
in Philadelphia, and fent tbem to the Weft Indies for 
falell! This is the hver of liberty! This is the 
fellow, who recommends to the Pennfylvanians to 
fet M'Kean to rule over them, left theyjbould lofe ibehr 
freedom! What a pity it was, that Tench forgot 
his liberty principles^ at the qnly time in his whole 
life, when he had an opportunity of putting them in 
pradice 1 He is very anxious to be inftrumental in 
making all tbe Pennfylvanians free; nay, read his 
lying faK)ok, and you will fee, that he iiehs for* no- 
thing fo much as for the emancipation of all tbe bu^ 
man race r^iiX — all, he wifhes to fee free: his ge- 
nerous philanthrophy extends itfelf to evei^ human 
Ibcing, with the trifling exception of two or three 

: 3 pooff 
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^oor creatures, who are fo unfortunate as to.be bis 
property! — Happy State of Pennfylvania, to have a 
Governor thruued onr it by a fellow lilce this! 

UftUarianifm.-rTYit Gazette of the Bofton flave^ 
Minns, in his laft number of it that reached my 
hands, attacks DoElor Morfiy under the name of " the 
*' Sfirmonifer'^ The Doftor's offence appears to have 
been, ftrongly recommending M^\ Irtlberforcis ex- 
cellent book as an effe&ual antidote againii Sm- 
nianifnty now called Unitarianifm. The Debtor is cau- 
tioned, with a great deal of rudenefs, hot to " abufe'' 
(this is a favorite word with ih^Jlaves) the Socinians, 
^tid, is told, by way of threat y to make him hold his 
tongue in future, to recolleft, " that our beloved 
** PRESIDENT is a socinian" !!! — ^The flave might 
have gone one ftep further, and cautioned the Doc- 
tor to fey no more againft Deifniyfor that our Moved 

VICE PRESIDENT is a DEIST !1! 

Mother Bache. — ^This impudent woman, in the 
firft number of her paper, publiflied a moft infa- 
mous libel againft me. I was preparing to rendep 
her famous, at that time; but upon confideration 
I delifted. Since, however, (he begins to talk of 
modejlyy it is become abfolutely neceffary to give 
the world an idea sA the degree in which flie pof- 
feffes that quality. 

It is (aid, by fome filly wretches, that the woman 
is not to blame; for, it is not (he, who writes in the 
paper. I have been informed of the contrary; and 
I have tvtty reafon to believe that (he wrote, with 
her own hand, the paragraphs I am about to quote. 
B~efides, if the paper be publijhed by her^ every one 
but a foft-braincd fot muft know, that (he is an- 
fwerable for its contents, both in the eye of reafon 
and of the law. 

ip 
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In order to avoid the Jafli of fatire, an<J, per- 
haps, the penalty of the law alfo, (he has lately 
taken her name from the head of the paper, and 

?ut " the heirs of Benjamin F. Bacbe^' in its ftead. 
his is a mlferable trick. Every one knows, that 
fie is one of the heirs, and that the paper is the 
joint property of her and her children. But, thefe 
• fafts, obvious as they are, are not neceffkry to fiy 
the fmutty paragraphs on Mother Bache; becaufe, 
t:he paper, n-om which they were taken^ and vi^hich 
was the very jirfl Jhe publtjhed^ bears her name^ at full 
length, on the head of it. In order, hov^^ever, to 

firove, inconteftibly, that the publication viras a vo- 
untary deliberate aft on her part, I (hall firft infert 
the notice of her refolution to continue the paper. 

f The friends of civil liberty, and patrons of the 

* Aurora, are informed that the Editor, Benjamin 

* Franklin Bache, has fallen a victim to the 
' plague that ravages this devoted city. In ordi? 

* nary times, the lofs of fuch a man would be a 
' fource of public forrow — in thefe times, men who 

* fee, and think, and feel for their country and pofte- 

* rity, can alone appreciate the lofs — the lofs of a 

* man iniSexible in virtue, unappalled by power or 

* perfecution — and who, in dying, knew no anxie- 

* ties but what were excited by his apprehenfions 

* forhis country — and for his young faqiily. 

f This calamity neceffaVily fiifpends the Aurora — 
5 but for a fezv days only — when fuch c^rrangements 
**{hall have been made as are neceffary to enfure 
f its wonted character of intelligence ai'^d energy—^ 

* it will re-appear under the direSlion of 

* m% wixxo-v^, 
* Philadelphia, Sept. 1 1, '98,! 

, I o'clock, P. m: J 

Poor Ben. expired about midnight, and, as ap-» 
pears by the date, " his widow" had this notice 

(whicl\ 
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f\?vliich appeared in a hand-bill) ftruck off before 
Ms corps was cold! It .was aftaally hawked abou{ 
tlie city, before day-light had fcarcely made its ap- 
pe'aranoe, and long before the hufband's dead body 
w^as put under ground! — ^There's " delicacy,'' there '$ 
^^ fenjibility''' for you! This noble aft alone would, 
I fhould think, entitle " the widow" to the ho-- 
norable rank of Citoyenm Frangmfe-, for, I very much 
doubt, if any one oi the Heroines of the Fauxbourg 
Saint Antoine would have difcovered more courage 
under fimilar circumftances. 

Now for the ** widow's" firft effay. She began 
her career with an enumeration of the benefits \7\i\ch 
the Yxtnohfans culottes had conferred on the world. 
After reciting their praife-worthy efforts to reftore 
the Rights of Man^ flie comes to their efforts, no lefs 
praife-worthy, for reftoring the Rights of Womkn. 

ExtraSfsfrom Mother Bache's Paper of Nov. ifi. 

* One of the firft a6ls of the Roman legiflatufe 
* was the prohibition oi the ufe of the ftijetto, 

-'which, under the debafing influence of arifto- 
' cracy, caft fo much odium on the Italian n^mie. 

. *The vveqi-ing of that fatal, treacherous, and infa- 
^.mous inftrument, is nrbidden on pain of death. 

* Tne horrible praCUce of (aJir^iion of the hu- 
/ man fpegies is filfo prohrbited under, the fame pc- 

xialtv,' 



f 



M. Bach^'s Comments. 

* Before the revolution this J^wckiffg praftkc was 

* carried to fuch an extent, that the barber's figi]- 

* boards, in the ftreets of Rome, were fe^n infcribed 
^ with thefe words**<^" pijl cajlram i pui marsn>iglia, 

"' famefit0''^ihai h^kere boys are C ASTRA! ED 
> with iJoonderftU d^etifyH Thus we fee how the 
^ yjUr Jacpbfns abplifli, without ipercy, the anti^nt 

* culloms 
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f cuftoms of antient States, ** the fruits of the accu« 

* '^ mulated wifdom of ages,** They have " demo- 

* *' lifhed the Pope," fays the poji wifefi of men y — - 
« yes, (fays Numps,) and they have domoliflied C A- 

* STRATION, and deprived the barbers of their 
'trade.* 

There's " delicacy! There's '' female. modefiyr' Is 
the Americati reader willing that foreigners ihall 
look upon this as a fpecimen of the language of 
republican women ? If he be, I can have no manner 
of objeftion to it. The compaffion of this f* lady'^ 
is of ^ curious kind. She can hear of th^ murders 
and maOacrees in France, Germany, Switzerland^ 
and elfe where, and remain unmpved. She can fee 
the bloody ruffians ftabbing women and children 
by thoufands; fhe can fee Carrier ordering a chiI4 
to be ftuck on the point of. a bayonet 5 (lie can fee 
Le Bon leading the wife to a window to view her 
huiband under the axe ; fhe can fee Collot d'Her- 
bois tyfng women to the guillotine, while the blood 
of their hufbands was ftreaming on their heads; 
ttie can fee the Suabian women dragged from child'» 
bed to violation; jhe can even fee infant^ ftripped 
from their mother's womb, and all thefe, and ten 
thoufand times more, (he can fee with perfeft in- 
difference; jiay, (he can defend and e:xtol to the. 
ikies, the brutal bloody fans-culottes, by whom 
thefe more than hellifli deeds have been perpe- 
trated; and yet, behold, how tender-hearted {he: is be- 
come towards the poor little Italian boys! with what 
maternal ' ztsl, with what courageous refentment, 
with what fayage fury, flie falls up®n the remor/elefs 
barbers! So have V feen a fympathetic Sow, when 
feme cruel catiff (lancet in hand) approached her 
tender brood, grunt and champ, and foam and fly, . 
'till all the Swin^ Multitude were in an' uproar. 

' J^a/quin 
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Pafquin. — As the Democratic f' DoBor"^ MHchell 
feiems refolved to clear New- York of all thfe fihb 
that's in it, I would recommend to him to begin 
wjth the removal p^ Anthony Pafquiny ^or, according 
to the Rujhite fyftem, the fmeli'of this fellow alon^ 
IS fufficient to generate a Yellow Fever. — Let the 
iNTew-Yorkers look to it! 

If I lived i^ the neighbourhood of fuch a naftj 
creature as Anthony, 1 abifplutely would prefent 
him to the Grand Jury a§ a nuifaiice^ juft as I would 
a fpap-boiler's gutter, or ^he ravy hides of a trunk- 
niaker, 

Anthony Tafquin. — My readers (thofe of New- 
Yprk in particular) vvil} certainly repolleft, ^hat 
I brppght forward, about fifteen days ago, a bodj 
pf mou damning evidence againft this najly newf- 
monger *. From three celebrated Englifli publica- 
tions, I proved him to have been looked upon in 
England, as a defpicable wrjter, and a bafe venal 
hireling; and, from his owii cpnfelfipns, I proved 
Jhat he was loqked upon in a true light. He has 
publiihe4 two papefs Imce; but, inftead of attempt- 
ing to defend himfelf,he voids the "rank fume 
** of his brains," a? Mr. pifFord calls it, in wretched 
profc, and more wretcjied verfe, about Peter For- 
CUP T NE. He is ti:ying the old trick of the M'Langs, 
the Browns, theO'Careys^ the Webfters, the ha- 
shes, the Bradfords, the Calkncjers, and the Bofldn 
Slaves, but it will fail hipi; fpr^ he may wri^e againll 
P. Porcupine to eternity, and: no one, not even of 
the fans-cplpttes, will evejc bplievg a word that he 
lays. The enterprize is, therefore, hopelefs. The 
ground has been beaten before hirti, over and over 

* I colledhd together, and publiibed, all the evidence I -could 
procure ^gaipft Anthony; which had the dcfired tSk^^ bqt which 
is too long to infert here, ' ^ ' ' ^ 

again. 
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again. There is not a lie to be found oiit>. which 
has not already been hunted don n. Let him try to 
defend bimfelf or let him confcHi his crime, and take 
the halter quietly. 

Anthony, in his lafl paper, has a fort of drama, 
in which he has introduced the ghofts of Gardenir 
B rand Szvanwtck^ dancing ipund me, and up- 
braiding me with having hurried them to the Ihades. 
He might have added the ghoft of JfUbony Pa/quiff, 
Efq. for I (hall mofl: certainly fend it to join them; 
and, indeed, the poor ghoft may be very glad to get 
out of fuch a Pinking tenement. Bur, it feems, 
Anthony is fo fure of damnation, that he is by nO 
jneans eager to anticipate his doom. 



Georgia Governor. — My readers, will, doubtlefs, 
rccolleft the publications, fome time ago in my pa- 
per, refpeding this Governor. It was clearly proved, 
Dy thofc publications, for which I was indebted to a 
moft: excellent Qeorgia paper, that the Governor's 
brother^ who is alfo his Secretary of State ^ had inter- 
fered, in the moft under-hand, bafe, and wicked 
manner, to procure from the Grand Jury of Burke 
county, an indefinite and unlawful prcfentment of ^ 
printer^ and his paper ^ the former was, in this memo- 
rable prefentment, ftyled a nuifance^ and the latter a 
grievance, without ^ny fpecrfic charge againft either; 

At a court held fince that time. Judge IValtm 
gave a charge, in which, alluding to this abominabJe 
ad, he obferved, that he was forry to have to fky, 
^« that Grand Juries had been referred %o^ for the 
•' purtofe of INDIVIDUAL RESENTMENr, &c." 
and he, therefore, cautioned* the Grand Jury, tQ 
whom he was then fpeaking, ^o beware of fti^h 
ihameful and dangerous influence. 

' T[encb Oxe, the Friend of Liberty ! — This man, it 
is i^eU known^ i$ thf principal af thai juxnto, wbo 

. haK 
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have infukcd the people of Pcnnfylvania, by rccom^ 
mending to them, or rather co^nnti^nding them to 
choofe M*KEAN to rule the State. It Mas he who, 
with his own hand, wrote the infolent addrefs, which 
the lucious Mrs. Bache, and her under-ftiappers^ 
have circulated with fuch indefatigable induftry. 
One of the reafons, which COXE makes ufe of in 
that addrefs, is, that M*KEAN is the only man to 
prefcrve the liberties of the people; to fecure to 
them, and their children the enjoyment of thofe na^ 
tural and unalienable rights^ ivbicb all mankind arc 
equally entitled to. 

Thefe are the profejftons of Tench Coxe ; now let 
u;$ fee a fpecimen of hi& praffice. 

In the year 1785 or 1786, TENCH became t 
member of the Philadelphia Society for the Aboli^ 
fion of Negr-o Slavery, This Society was, and yet is, 
I believe, generally compofed of men of real huma- 
pity, and of no fmall weight in public concerns. 
Tench's objed, in gaining admiflion amongft them, 
evidently was to make intereft to aflift him in that 
oflSce-huntihg chafe, which he was then, and ha3 
ever fince been purfuing. 

Animated with a fpirit adequate to the laudabte 
objedl in view, he commenced a mod tendcr-hearte^ 
philanthrophift. He fpeechificd, he fighed, he whined, 
he wept over the fate of the poor Africans in the 
Weft Indies, and he wrote long letters about Maple 
Sugar. In fl^orr, he aded his part fo admirably, 
that, in a little time, he was chofen one of the Se-^ 
cretaries of the Society. 

He was thus going on full fail, with both wind 
and tide to affift him, when an accident happened, 
the moft untoward, the moft untimely, and the moft 
unfortunate, that ever came athwart the proje(5ts of 
gn ambitious mortal. Juft at the time when Tench 
was got into vogue, when his hmnaniiy was grown 
jlmoft proverbial, when he was looked up to as the 
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great champion of the bleeding Africans, and while 
the hall of the Society yet refounded with his pious 
(denunciations againft " the dealers in human flefi>!' it 
was difcovered, that Tench himfelf was A SLAVE- 
DEALER!! !!!! 

The faft was this. A man» who had fome ncr 
groes, owed Tench money. Tench feized the ne- 
giQes, a mother and her child, in this city; h^ 
(hipped them off to Santa Crux, and there, like 
another *' dealer in human jieflo^* he had them/o/^. 

This tranfa<ftion was poftcd in the Coffee-Houfc 
books, foon after it took place ; Tench was, as they 
^erm it, *' hauled over jthe coals," and the fociety 
compelled him to fend and buy the negroes baclf: 
again, fti)d fet them at libjerly in the city of Phila- 
delphia. The matter, like many other matters, was 
hujbed up. Tench wrote to the fociety, who, I be- 
lieve, pardoned him, upon condition that he (hould 
procure the complete emancipation of the unhappy 
mother and her daughter, and fo the affair ended ; 
but. there are few of my readers fo ftupid as not to 
perceive, that if th^ Coffee- Houfe books had re-r 
mained filent, poor Peg and Af^rw would have wept 
cut their exiftence under the lafli of a driver. 

This, Pennfylvapians, is the man, who, under the 
pretext of an anxious folicitude for the pre/ervation 
4)f ywr LIBERTIES^ now calls on you to choofe 
MCKEAN as your ruler I Can you be weak enough, 
can you be filly, can you be dotifli enough, to place 
any confidence in the fmcerity of fuch a man ? If 
you are, you deferve to be bound hand and foot, 
and trucked for the produce of the iflanids ! 

* Anthony Pa/quin.^^l made a fort of promife, a 
few days ago, that Anthony's ghoft ihould foon de- 
fccnd to the (hades ; and, if a judgment is to be 
formed from his lafl number, the defcent is already 
begun. The mifcrable caitiff has made a doleful 

lamentation. 
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lamentation. He complains bitterly of beirig •' /»- 
** fulated in fociety ;" that is to fay, negleSled^ avoided^ 
Jbunned. Poor wretch ! if he is fhunned «ote;, what 
will he be when the }:>ot weather comes on ? 

"Copy of a letter from the Southern States. 
Mr. Cobbett, 

"Sir, . April iSyiy^g. ' 

*' Your Southern friends are obliged to you for 
. the compliment you pay them, refpeSing their punc- 
tuality. 

" Inclofed you'll pleafe receive a five dollar bill^ 
I do not know exadly how we ftand — will thank 
you to draw out my account to any fixed period, oti 
the receipt of which, any balance that may appear 
due, Ihall be immediately tranfmitted to you. 

" I feel at all times, a pleafing fatisfadlion in the 
perufal of your inftrudlive paper ; I only lament^ 
that it does not come to hand more regularly. 

*• Your early and well grounded attacks on indivi- 
duals, of democratical and anti-federal principles, 
has done valuable fervice and great good to this 
country ; and the people, within my knowledge and 
circle, appear obliged to you, and approve exceed- 
ingly of your firmnefs. — Accept if you pleafe of my 
beft wifties. 

" I am. Sir, 

" Your obedient fervant." 

1 have publilhed this letter zo Ihow, that there 
are fome men who think differently from the /maU 
federalifts of Philadelphia. This gentleman approves 
oftthofe ^^ well grounded attacks on individuals/" 
which havcby fbme^/^ fellows, and more GUILTT 
fellows, be^n. termed " ferfonalities** and " attach 
•* on private cbara^^er^" For my parti I never could 
fee how abufcs were to be qorredted, without attack- 
ing thofe to whom they were to be attributed. If 
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fwindling^ftd debauchery prevails, how are ydu to 
check it without expofing the /ze/W/^rand the de-^ 
imicbeet And how are you to expofe them without 
attacking their private chaia<Stfcrs?.The fliort and 
long of the matter, is (imply this; no man will ever 
give into this cant about perfonaliiy zx\^ attacking pi-^ 
^ate characters, unlefs that faithful monitor, his own 
coofeience, whifpers him that he is in danger. 

M^Kean. — This honorable perfonage is not only 
€anvajfing^ as he goes his Circuit (Gracious God!); 
lie is not only foliciting the votes of the prefent citi- 
zens^ but he is abfolutely making new ones! Great 
'numbers of Iri(hmen have flocked to the court, at 
the different places where he has held aflizes, and 
,have been duly qualified to give their votes for him at 
the next eleciion I — " Vivant Refpublica," I fay ; and 
'the dog that does not fay io, ought to die with the 
diftemper. 

When Congrefs palTcd their laft naturalization 

*iaW, there were feveral things which the F'ederalifts 

did not forefee, but which were clearly enough fedn 

* by the Sans-culottes. The former did not perceive 

,ihat the abjuration claufe in the oath would exclude 

every fenfible and confcientious foreigner, while the 

whole oath would be no rcftraint whatever to a de- 

' mocrat. Nor did they perceive, I fancy, the very 

great danger of lodging the power of citizen making 

' in th6 State courts, the judgce of whkh couns'may 

' at any time ftand in fteed of nn augmeacation of 

voters to infure their own ele^iofl t6 fotnc high 

ftate-office, ?ind even to Cdngfcfs, or tO the Prefi- 

dency; This law wants reviling. The pawet of 

granting certificate* of naturalixjiti^ Ihould- be 

lodged in tht Federal courts only. 
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1^0 the Philtjophical Society of Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen, 
' 1 ta:ke the liberty to approach you with a Memoir 
en Natural Hiftory, which I am perfuaded you will 
find extrcriiely interefting. Its being taken from art 
'EngUJfj paper may, indeed, render it lefs agreeable 
to you than if it were derived from a fource on the 
oppofite fide of the Channel; but, 1 truft, that all 
political prejudices will be loft in the philofopbicalr 
importance of the prefent fubjedl. 

• An epclfaordinary Hen, — Mrs. Lendon, a gcntle- 

f woman partictilarly attached to inveftigate the 

-« operations of nature, had a fancy to attempt the 

* hatching of a fowl by the heat of her own bofom; 
/ to that end, ftie took a new-laid egg of a favourite 
< breeds and having placed it in a flannel pocket, 
^ conftantly kept it between her breafts for the fpace 

* of fix weeks, being ever careful in the night tofe^ 

* cure it with her in bed, that portion of warmtli 

> neceffary to perfedl exiftcnce during incubation. 
.« At length the time came to relieve the infant 
.« chicken from the brittle cell of its confinement; 
.« the moment was perceptible by the appearance of 
/ its little beak through the large end of the fhcU ;. 
.* but left ^H injury might be communicated by over 
,« hafte, Mrs. L. frequently applied a drop of fofc 
!« water to the bill of her helplefs charge, till it had 

> ftrength to burft the walls of its confinement j^ 
/ when to the great fatisfadion of its kind fofter 
.« parent, a fine ftrong hen bird came forth, in al4 
,"* refpeds as lively as if produced by the warmtti 

« and care of its natural mother. But Mrs. \j. not 
" / confidering her talk fully accompliftied, niade it a 
. • neft of wool by day, and canftantly took it to her 

* bed by nighty ft ill feeding it with that farinacious- 
1* food moft. likely to accelerate its growth and fpi- 
^! X«^j5i and byj^iis^^^^^ in the ufiial time it be- 

* canntc a fowl of perfect ^growth and beauty. It 

\ 
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• is at this riibment a . fine hen of thtcc years old; 

• and has laid Mrs. L. upwards of 300 eggs; 

• brought up feveral broods of chickens^ arid one of 
^ ducks. The Angular characjer of this hcrij which 

• Mrs. L. calls Fanny; is moft worthy the attention 

• of the curious in natural ftudies. Her domefli-i 

• cations are numerous; Ihe prefers the houfe and 

• the company of her kind friend to that of her 

• own fpecies, and will, if permittedi follow or ac- 

• company her miflrefs wherever Ihe goes.— Fanny 

• apparently underftands her language, and has a 
/ mode of making herfelf an entertaining cohipa- 

• nion to Mrsr L. diverting her lonely hours, &c. 

• In brief, this extraordinary bird poffeflfes fo many 
.' valuable qualities as human nature might not be 

• degraded to imitate* She exhibits the pureft af- 

• fedion, pofleflTes a true fenfe of gratitude, and 

• very often refutes a long Handing vulgar error, 

• that "man is the only reafotiing creature.**. 

At the clofc of this ledure, 1 think, gentlemen, 
I feQ you burfl: out into extravagant encomiums on 
this learned ladj, who appears to be no lefs laudably 
« attached to mveftigate the operations of nature,** 
than was that famous member of your body, who 
took fuch extraordinary delight in furth^ing the 

{)rocreation pf jackafles *. But, gentlemen, jgive me 
eave to remind you of a circumftance, which, it is 
probable, your abundant modefly might otherwife 
. prevent you from noticing. This difcovery df the 
antiquated virgin of England is by no means original^ 
and, which muft agreeably furprize every American 
philofopher, it is abfolutely derived from a worthy 
member of your fociety. You will at once perceive^ 
that I allude to that profound fcholar and accom- 
plifhed nobleman. Lord Thomas Bradford, vulgarly 
called Goofy Tom. His Lordftiip, fome years ago, 
, propofed to your learned body, a mode of hatching 

* Thornton, 
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geefe^ without the aid of the old one ; and to this 
propolition, the difcovery of Mrs. Lendon evi« 
dencly owes its origin. Lord Thomas did, indeed^^ 

gropofe depoTiting the eggs in a part of the humaa 
ody widely different from that made ufe of by the 
lady ; but then, he went upon the fuppoficion that 
the hatching buiinefs (hould be performed by men 
tonXy. Had die idea of a pair of cuddling bubbies 
presented itfelf td his imagination, I dare fay he 
vrould have preferred them to any other fucceda« 
neum whatfoeven At any rate, the pretended dif-^ 
tovery of Madam Lendon is but an improvement at 
mofl: ; and I feel happy in having it in my power 
thus to rcftorct the invention to its legitimate owner; 
I am, gentleincn. 

Your moft obedieiit 
Humble fervant, 
Pbitadelpbia, } P^ Porcupine, 

jijiMo^, 1799.5 

To Tench Coxe^-^Onc of the grounds, dn which 
you have taken upon you to requeft, or rather td 
command, the people to put M'KEAN in the chair 
of State is, the Judge's •* puilic fervices during the 
•' late revolution." If I recoiled right, one of the 
iirft *^ public /etvices'' which your protege performedi 
was, trying and condemning to death the two quakcrs^ 
ROBERTS, and CARLISLE I And, pray Tench^ 
cell me, how would ^tf« have liked to be an objedt 
of fuch ** puhlic fervices ?'' Neither of thefe mett 
^ver went out to join the Britiih army; neither of 
them I am fure ever marched into Philadelphia un- 
der the banners of General Howe ; and, if the judg- 
cneiit on them was juft (which I am not difpoied to 
controvert), if the paffing of that judgment ought 
to be ranked amongft a man's ^^ public fervicesC' 
vhat, in your confcicnce, ought to have been your 

Me? Ml 

VOL. X. o lial 
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Ha! hal ha! ha! — Do you know what I ant 
laughing at, Tench? — To think of your publilhing 
your negro-like defence in Bradford's paper. To 
fee you flying for (helter under the ^ing of Tom 
Bradford, has diverted me more than any thing that 
this farcical world ever exhibited to my view. — • 
Whyi man, it was this very Tom Bradford, that firft 
gave me information refpeding you ! It was hfe that 
gave me notices for your hiftory ; it was he that told 
•me all about your famous triumphal entry ; and, O 
lud ! how he ufed to grind his tuiks and curfe, in 
telling me, that you had been rewarded with a fat 
office, under the Federal government, to the exclu- 
lion of fome good honeft whig like himfelf. Tom, 
too, had his ^^ public Jervices.* He was (in thofc 
good times, when Roberts and Carlijle were con- 
tlemned by Judge M'Ktan) a public fundionary cal- 
led a keeper; — ^not a keeper of the feahy tior a keeper 
of the rolls^ but a keeper ofprifoners. He might, for - 
ought I know, have had the TORIES, Roberts and 
Ccmifle^ in his cuftody ; and if you. Tench, efcaped 
the fame honour, it was not, 1 am pretty furc, for 
vant of a good difpofition in I'om Bradford. 

But think not that 1 wi(h to difturbyour harmony. 
Fraternize together as long as you pleafe ; you arc 
well worthy of each other, — More another time. 

True American. 
The 9V«<? American is a non-defcript animal : na-^ 
turalifts have not yet defined its genus or fpecies } 
it is neither fifti, flcfh, nor good red-herring.— But 
to judge of it from S. Bradford's daily paper, y<M 
would imagine it was a creature of the (paRicl 
breed i the more he is kicked, and caned, and tro4 
upon, the more he will fondle: the more you abufe 
and infult him, the more he will creep and cringe 
"for reconciliation. Or, to fpeajc without a m^ta^ 
phor, if foreigners were to judge from the ijpirit of 
• ^ - 4 . . Ais 
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this editor; thie True American has no el^sition of 
tnind \ no juft ideas of national honour- and makes 
no diftindijon between what is jufl and honorable^ 
and what is bafe and flagitious in the condud: of na« 
tions : he eftiniates every thing by Cockcr*s arith^ 
metic. This creature would league with the King 
of Hell, if therd was any trade or any fubfcribers to 
be had among his infernal fubjcAs. — The profligate 
defpots of Paris no fooner change their . haughty, 
infolent tone of menace ancj abufe, for intrigue, ar- 
tifice, and treachery; they no fooner make apre« 
tence to renew the negotiations of peace 5 liberate a 
few feamen ; publifti to the world that they intend 
to reftore fome part of a fingle prize; and to fenij 
an ambaflkdor extraordinary, than this fervile prin-^ 
ter catches the news wilh as much avidity, as a cat^ 
iiOi would a worm, and fpreads it about exultirtgly 
in the LARGEST CHARACTERS of a PAPER 
JIXTRA. With him there is no infamy attached 
to the paft or the prefent condu6l of the French re- 
public ; there is nd dilhonor, nor danger, in look- 
ing tamely on, while this monfter is devouring other 
nations in dreadful fucceffion— provided we are in- 
dulged in a Ihort interval of lucrative commerce, 
the profits of which Ihe will finally make us dif- 
gorge, with compound intereft. 

This, according to Sam Bradford's vocabulary^ is 
to be a True American. 



June, 17^/ 
" Miracles will never cease.'* 

Friend Peter^ 
•* It is reported, that thy old friend JUDGE 
M*KEA^/, having lately made the peopte, called Qua- 
kers, a fubjed ot his profound contemplation; finds 
that he has for a long time been miftaken in them. 
He has not only difcovcred, that their religious tenets 
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are perfedly evangelical but alfo that they furpafs 
iti moral re&itude all other deicriptions of men, and 
are the very bed citizens in Pennfylvania I He ha^ 
declared their form of worfhip the moft rational erf 
any he is acquainted with, and it is faid, friend Tbo-^ 
fnas has it under ferious coniideration to commence 
attendance at their public meetings! 

Thine, &c. &c. A. B/ 



»» 



••'Now, by St. Riul, tJtc work goes brawly on!**^ 
Nothing that I ever faw or ever heard of would 
pleafe me half fo well as to fee *• His Hamur ibt 
'• DoBor of Laws, E/qr.'* in a broad-brimmed har, 
and a capetefs coat. But, halt ? What (hall we da 
with the three-tailed wig ? It mull not hang dang^ 
ling down over a piece of (mooth moufe-<x>loured 
cloth ; and as to a cap, it would never fuit either & 
Judge or a Governor. A red liberty cap, indeed^ 
i^me Governors have been proud to wear ; but this, 
I take it, would fuit worfe with a Quaker coat than 
even a three^^tailed wig. — Notwithftanding thia dif* 
ficulty, however, I fincerely wifti to fee the f(ww;f r- 
fion take place. I look upon the change to be a fteo 
in the road of grace, and there is no human bein^ 
whom I wifti to fee travel fader in this road than 
** His Honour.** — Let no Qgaker lay he comes in at 
the eleventh honom.- HE who fees the hearts of men 
counts not their fervices^ by hours and «iimite8. It^ 
the other world there are many manfions ; and the 
two Quakers, Roberts and Carlijle, who died on the 
gallows tree, may (though it is very improbable) 
inhabit the fame apartment, that is deftined for the 
reception of the honourable man who condemned 
ttiem. 

Againft the fincerity of this converfion^ let no one 

cite the paft condudl of His Honour.. — " Saul, Saul, 

why perfecutefi thou me?** — This fingle remonftrancc 

once operated a converlion full a9 aftoniihi^g, a8..tbat 

S of 
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«f whidh 1 am fpeaking; and who knows, but His 
Honour alfo may have feen a vifimf I hope in God's 
fnercy it will prove that he ha«! 

Paf(jusn.^^The perfon who fends me a receipt for 
the <:ure of a certain fafhioaable difeafe, and who rc-». 
commends it upon the Arength of bis awn experience, 
IS informed, that it would be of very little ufe to 
Porcupine's GazeUe. Perhaps, it might be acceptable 
to " TnE TRUE AMERICAN^ a paper which is 
continually under a courje of medicine, and which, 
notwithftanding, &ems to be in a very rotten con^ 
dition. — If the fame humane corrcfpondent has any 
remedy for a galloping confumption, any potent 
drug that will fnatch a patient from the very jaws 
of death, I befeech him to difpatch it, without a 
moment's delay, to the expiring ANTHONT P4S^ 
^UJN, Efq. at New York. 

Adveriifement of the Supreme Court ! ! f 

•* Philadelphia, June 6. 
** The Term limited by Congrefs for najturalizing 
** Aliens, expiring on the 1 8th June, inft. the Juftices 
^* of the Supreme Court of Pennfylvania wilt afford an 
^ opportunity to fuch Aliens as are intitled, of being 
** naturalized, at their Court, which is to be held on 
^ the 17th June inft.--— June 5/* 

This notification is copied, word for word, from 
the Gentle Claypoole's paper of this morning, and 
a very pretty notification it is. According to the 
common import of advertifements, we muft clearly 
underftand this to be an advertifement of the Juftices 
of the Supreme Courts for, who would dare to adver- 
tife in their name, without their authority? — We 
have feen advertifements of various forts, but, I be- 
lieve, this is the firft Judiciary Advertifement that 
. cv^r appeared in the world.— Had not Juftices been 

put 
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puf in the plural number, I ftiould not have been 
m the leaft furprizcd at the notification ; in the^jwr- 
gular it would have been q.uitc in charadcr as well 
as ftylc ; but I mud confcfs that I am much amazed 
that all the Juftices of the fupremc court f if it be 
their ziSt) (hould join in fuch a notification. 

Democratic Bribery. — One of the candidates for A 
feat in the Lcgiflature of this State at the elcdion 
lately clofed, amongft other artifices ufcd to wriggle 
himfelf into power, promifed a poor carman, if he 
would vote for the Democratic Ticket, and if ihey 
ibould eventually fuccced, he would procure him 
the office oi Infpefior ff Lumber fir the city of New 
Tork. 

The refult of the canvas is generally known : but 
the effeds of the difappointmcnt on the mind of the 
carman, it is not eafy to conceive. He had begun 
to aflumc an air of grcatnefs, preparatory to his en- 
trance on the promifed poft; and, from the revolu- 
tion of fentiment which has taken place in ^hc city, 
he has ftrong apprehenfions that himfelf and his pa- 
tron arc likdy to wear out the remainder of life ih 
the obfcurity and infignificance to which they wert 
originally deftined, both by nature and education, 

Ajlonjjhing Bafenejs. — \ thought that, nothing ih 
this way could ever aftonifh me, after what I have 
witnefled in the conduil of the American printei?; 
but, 1 muff now coniefs that I was miftaken. I now 
perceive that it is poflible for a thing in human 
Ihape to fink itfclf infinitely beneath the moft defpi- 
cable of Brutes. For the reader to be fully con- 
vinced of this, he has only to read the following pa- 
ragraph from M* Lang's paper. 

« Before the Packet left Halifax, two of the COTk 
f* fleet had arrived there. Letters were received by 
f* them from the captain of the BOSTONf> whicl^ 

" mcntioi^^d 
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^* mentioned that after he had feen the Southern 
•* (hips fafc in, he intended to go to New York. 
•' WE (hall again have the PLEASURE of feeing 
•^thc frigate WHICH BEAT THE AMBUSt 
« CADE! !!!!!! 

Here this, ye Gods, and ftrike the crawling cai* 
tiff dumb! — Reader, do you remcmbtcr when this 
frigate, the BOSTON, '' beat the Ambufcade ?" I, 
was in the autumn of 1793. She did beat her 
though far inferior in number of meh and weight of 
metal ; but this fadt, though every one knew it, was 
ftoutly denied by the New York newfmongers, who, 
however they might difagree in other points, all 
united to belie and abufe the Boflon frigate, and the 
Britifli fleet. This very paper, which now tells us, 
that « WE fliall again have the PLEASURE of 
« feeing the frigate that BEAT THE AMBUS- 
•* CADE,** fwore moft bravely that the Ambufcadc 
beat the Bofton, that the Bofton fliecrcd off, that the 
French were gallant fellows, and the Englilh cow- 
ards ! It is well known, that many merchant failors 
and watermen of New York went on board, to affifl' 
the Ambufcade in the battle ; it is well known* that 
every voice (that dared to make itfclf heard) was 
in favour of the French 5 and it is alfo well known, 
that every convenience was prepared on (hore for 
the wounded republicans, that money was colledled 
for their afliftance, and that " the patriotic ladies of 
New York," as they were Ityled, adlually fent their 
linen to cover the wounds of the dear Sans-cuipttes. 
AU this was recorded by the New York Gawtte,. 
with as great " pleafurey as it now tells us it fhall 
take in ** ^gairt fcding the frigate that beat the Am-- 
iu/cade ! r— Good God! prefervc me from being 
debafed by following the Aime bi^iinefs thai: thef^ 
wretches follow I 

Cqvhx 
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Count Tilly. 

Golden Swan, Jwe 19, 159^. 
Mr. Cobbbtt, 

Leaving the United Statps in a few days, I beg, 
you to infert in your valuable paper, the following 
lines, to defeat the purpofc of fcvcral enemies cj 
mine, indefatigable in their attempts to dieftroy my 
fame, and ruin my charaden 

Having been obliged on fome particular and ur- 
gent bufinefs 10 leave abruptly Philadelphia, I an^ 
told that fome ill-intentioned perfons have circulated 
the falfe and injujrious rumour, that my inteiitioq 
was to depart America, without paying rpy credi- 
tors. One word will fufBce to convince the world 
of the infamous falftiood of fuch an afpcrfion. — I 
had left behind more than three thoufand pound^ 
fterling, in the Bank of North America (in ca(h or 
in notes), which were to be delivered to me only. 

Any perfon having any deniand upon me, may 
call at Mr. Gucroull's, merchant. South pront-ftreet, 
near the Cuftom-houfe, where, on producing any 
lawful claim againft me, they fhall be inftantly fa- 
tisfied. I can only fay, that I Itiould wifti that thofe 
who are indebted to me, would be fo willing to re* 
imburle me, as I am to fulfil that duty towards 
others. 

Ct. Alexakder de Tillv^* 

Juneii). 

• The Count, having now exchanged his wife for a fum of mo- 
ney, is not quite io hoe-Jtclt as he was in April laft, when he io- 
fertod the following advertifcmcnt : 

•* One Thoufand Dollars Reward . 

♦* As 1 have been deprived of my lawful, befoved Wife, Maria 
«' Matilda C&untefs de Tilly (late Matiii Matilda Bingham, daughter 
'* of Willitmi JBingham, Efq.), of lliiiBdidlphia. ever ihce the latfi 
'< ioil. any oerfon^ giving information where Hie is, fo diat I may 
\* bereftored'to her prefence and (bciety, (ball receive the above 
••« reward. ■";■••.•'•■ < • • 

" April 27. •• CovMT Alix. De Tii.i.t.'* 

t)eath 



Digitized by 



Google 



JUNE, >799. 217 

Death iff Anthony Pa/quin, Efq. — If my readcri 
w\\\ loojk into my paper for about fiVe weeks back, 
fhey will find, that I predided the literary de^th of 
this wretched being. My prcdidlion is now accom- 
jpliflied ; he made his exit laft Saturday about noqn, 
Anthony, like other great fnen, retreated with vyhat 
Jie calls ** A Valedictory Addrpss/' in which he, 
in no very equivocal terms, afcribes his extermina- 
tion to my efforts I but this I cannpt allow of, for I 
never made any ^/or/j againft him. He may, in- 
deed, owe his untinriely fate to an accidental ftrokc 
ifrom my pen ; but, to accufe me of the dcUljeratc 
killing of fuch an aninnal^ is tQ put me upon a level 
with a rat-catcher, 

The Dying Words of Martin hPLougbliny who was taken 
Prifoner after the defeat of the French and Rebels^ 
at the Settle of Ballinamuck^ in the county of Long^ 
ford; and being tried by a Court Martial, was found 
guilty, and ordered for execution at St. Johnficfwn^ 
in /aid county, nn Monday, ^i^tb September, 179S. 
Wherein is recounted, the manner in which [aid 
^Loughlin and others were enlifled to. ferve in the 
French army: honp poor hilly Rourke was fhot by a 
Trench Officer, for Mutiny: how the Irifh Recruits, 
%vere harnefjed like borfes, to draw the French can^ 
nonfrom Ballinamuck to Caftlebar, over the Barnas;ee 
tnountains : how poor old Judy Dunn and her Sifter^ 
in^latv were ravifhed by a Negro Officer in the French 
army. With a true account of the Battles ofCaftle^ 
har^ Coloony^ anjd Ballinamuck. 

MY father was a fchoolmafter in the town of 
^ligo, where I was born : he taught rae to read and 
cipher till I was Iburteen years of age; he then put 
nie sipprentice to my uncle Dennis, whq \|^a3 a car- 
penter by trade, in the fame town. I came out ^f 
p^ apprebticefliip kft June, was two years; and 

having 
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Jiaving a mind ro fct up for myfclf, I took a cabio 
and a neat bit of a garden at the crofs roads new 
Coloony, and married Nancy Hogan, the Ihoema- 
kcr's daughter, of that town, by whom I have two 
children ; and as my wife's father died lad February, 
and left her two cows, and forty guineas in money, 
J bought two more cows at the fair of Boyle, and I 
took a field on the other fide of the road : and Nan- 
cy, who was a clever adlivc girl, fct up a bit of a 
dairy, in a new cabin which 1 built adjoining Co the 
old one; and we were getting rich everyday, as I 
fupported Nancy and myfelf by making cars, and 
working jobs in the neighbourhood; and Nancy 
made a deal of money by felling milk and butter- 
I paid my rent cheerfully, and was as happy as I 
could be, when unfortunately for me, I fell in com*, 
pany \yith Mr, Stephen Farrell, who held a good 
inug farm under Mr. Cullen, near Manor Haipil- 
ton. I was drinking with Ned Beaghan, the car- 
man, and my neighbour Billy Rojurke, in Coloony, 
on Saturday the 25th of Auguft, when Mr. Farrcll, 
and two other gentlemen came in, and fat down pp- 

K)fite to US; Mr. Farrell then got up, and whifpercd 
ed Beaghan, who immediatclj^ afhed me — rf/^as 
upf — " To be fure I am," fays I, not thinking any 
harm. "Who fwore you?" fays be. — "Andrew 
M'Donough, at the Bridge, fwore me in Odlober 
lafl-, to be true and faithful to the united cau/ej^ %s 
I, " Billy, my boy." Says Mr. Farrell tq Rourke, 
«* 1 know you are upy — " Th^t I am, by Jebus," fays 
Billy., " Then," faid Mr. Farrell, " we are all agreed; 
and now is our time, for here is Mr. Moody, of Fox- 
ford, and' my friend Larry Dunn, of Ballina, come 
direft from the French general Humbert, who \% 
landed at Killala, with ten thoufand men, and plenty 
of mulkets and ball cartridges; and Mr. Moody has 
got a commiflion of colonel of a regiment, to enlil| 
men for tjie fcrvice pf tlic united rii«/?."— That's 
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right/* cries Billy; ^* the French are our heft friends 
—now is our time — lam ready/' fays Billy* *' And 
fo am I/'. fays Ned Beaghan. I then began to think 
6f poor Nancy, and my cows, and my two children; 
little Nora in particular. "And why?" fays I to 
myfelf? •*! took the oath when 1 was not worth a 
groat in the world, and before I was married, and 
before little Nora was born, and that alters the cafe 
entirely; and fo," fays I, ** gentlemen, do you fee, I 
, won't go with you, for 1 want for nothing, and I am 
fure we'll be all hanged if we do go; and as for the 
French, I don't believe they are landed at all, and 
it's all a bam ; that's my opinion/' fays I. Upon 
M^hich Mr. Moody took out and read the proclania-. 
tion of the French general, which tells us, *' that we 
jire oppreffed and plundered by the gentry/' I 
thought that rather odd, when I recoUedled how 
inany poor people were daily fed and cloathed by 
Mr. Cooper, Mr. Phibbs, and the other gentlemen 
In my neighbourhood. — ^ that our holy religion is 
trampled on by the Irilh government." — ** What caa 
that mean/' f^ys I, ** when 1 know that my coufia 
Patrick is now learning divinity, with two hundred 
Irifh Iads,at,the college of Maynboth, at the expencc 
cf governmei^t; and I am told that this fame college 
cofts government above lop^oopl. aqd it is intended 
for nothing but to make Qatholic priefts, gratis?" 
And the proclamation goes qn. to tell us, *^ that 
the Frenchmen love us better than themfelves; 
that they lire come over here entirely out of pure 
love and affeftion to us 5 and that above ^ll things 
they will proteft and cherifli our Jioly religion.'* 
^ay be, thought I, they will cherifh and proteft 
us as they did our holy father thp Pope, whom they 
took prifoner and degraded. And the proclama^ 
tion further promifes, " that they will not rob, 
prunder, and murder us, as they did the poor 
i&Utchmen, \vho invited them int6 Holland; but 
Shcy 
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they win give us all the plunder of the nobility and 
gentry, and take nothing themfelves." — "I like 
that part very well," fays I, thinking no harm at 
all. ^' I always told you," fays Billy, " that the 
French were our befl friends ^ Mr. Moody then (howcd 
his commiflion, which was printed in Englifh, with 
a large feal upon it, and tied up with three rib- 
bons of different colours, with the words — LI- 
BER! Y AND EQUALITY, in capitals at top. 
I didn't think much of that, becaufe I knew fuch 
things could be counterfeited; but he immediately 
pulled out a purfe of new guineas, which he faid 
was the coin in which we were all to be paid; and 
I confefs, without meaning any harm at all, the 
fight of the guineas pleafed me much, but Moody 
wouldn't even let me touch them. He afked me, 
however, if I paid any rent for my houfe and land: 
'* To be fure \ do," fays I ; " you (hall never pay 
any more, my lad," fays he then: ** nor any tithe," 
fays Larry Dunn, " I'll engage for that." Upon 
which } began to like the bufinefs better than at 
firft; and fo, Avithout thinking any harm, agreed to 
go with them. Mr. Moody, 1 beg his pardon, Colth 
net Moody y (for that was the name we now called 
him) defired us to get our horfes, and be ready 
in two hours time; I told him I had no horfe; 
?^ What fignifies that, you fool?" fays farmer Far- 
rell; " hasn't Mr. Cooper, your landlord, plenty of 
fine horfe§ down in the Grange meadow? take one 
of them,"—" And would you have me go rob,*^ 
fays I, "and be hanged for horfe-ftealing?"-rr'" That's 
not robbery, but plunder, my boy," fays the Co- 
lonel; *' remember you are now a foldier of the 
united army, and you have a right tp take every 
thing which may diftrefs the eneniy. Mr, Cooper 
is what they call a loyal man, it is therefore your 
duty to plunder him." I own I liked this part of 
the Colonel's fpeech very much. " And might 

I take 
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I take a cow too," fays I, without thinkinjj any 
harm; " Mr. Cooper has a rare one, which Nancy 
tells me gives more milk than the two which i 
bought at the fair." — " Tut, you fool," 'fays Dunn, 
*' what would you do with a cow? You couldn't 
ride her to Ballina, where we muft all be before 
morning." Upon which I borrowed a bridle from 
Mr. Tiernan, who keeps the Harrow, and Billy 
Rourke and I went oiF immediately to the Grange 
meadow, and foon caught two fine mares, which 
we mounted ; and as I was coming out of the fecond 
field, I faw the Engliih cow lying down by the fide 
of the hedge. « By Jebus," fays I, '* there fhe is.'^ 
— " Who?" cried Billy, in a fright. " The large red 
cow," fays I, *' and Til have her," faid I. " Then 
fare ye well," fays Billy; " FU go to the Harrow, 
and meet the Colonel and the reft." Upon which 
I got off my mare, and drove the red cow direftly 
home, and put her in the old houfe, where I kept 
my cows in winter. It was now about one o'clock 
in the morning, and Nancy was gone to bed, and 
my door was fhut; I was going to rap at it, to tell 
Nancy what I had done, and take leave of her; 
but, thought I, poor creature, . (he will break her 
heart, and fhe'll be angry with me for ftealing Mr. 
Cooper's cow, for (he'll call kjiealingy though I know 
'tis only plunder \ and if little Nora (hould awake 
and cry after me, I (hould never be able to quit 
the fpot; fo I turned about^ mounted the mare,, 
and rode off to the Harrow, where I found Colonel 
Moodv, Mn Farrell, and the reft, waiting for me> 
with (ive others, who had joined them ; and I told 
Ned Tiernan's wife to let Nancy know that I had 
bought her a fine red cow,' which I had tied up 
in the old cabin, and defire Nancy to keep her 
fiiug. 

A^ foon as we arrived at the French camp, Colo- 
nel Moody went up to a taU officer with a terrible 
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high red cap, a bliie jacket, green pantaloons, and 
a fine red lafli acrofs his (boulders; and we were 
all furprized to hear this ftrange looking man, 
through a huge pair of whi(kers, talk Englifh juft 
like ourfelves. He immediately gave us all what 
ht called the fraternal embraee^ which was juft the 
IriJA kugy in other words. He told us we were all 
patriots, and would foon be great men. He then 
called for cockades of three colours, and gave 
each of us one, together with a blue jacket, and 
took our big coats from us. We were all very 
loth to part with our big coats, which we had 
found the beft of friends in rainy weather; but 
the officer, our countryman, put a frown on his 
whifkers, and told us, in a terrible voice, that we 
muft obey orders. He then called for the French 
fergcants, who put mufkets in our hands> and made 
about a dozen of us draw up in a line; the fame 
was done with other fquads, who came in at the 
fame tiine, and we were all marched about for an 
hour. Some of the boys who had walked a- great 
way, being tired, I fuppofe, fat down on the grafs, 
upon which the fergeant gave them fuch whacks 
over the head and (boulders, as made them jump 
up in a moment. I didn't think this an agreeable 
commencement of the bufinefs, but I faid no- 
thing: there was fome grumbling among the boys, 
which, though the fergeants didn't underftand, they 
lilenced with more \\'hacks. What vexed me moft 
of all was, that the fergeant who .commanded our 
fquad was. a Weft India negro, as black as the 
pot,, and as cruel as the devil himfelf. Poor Billy 
Rourke, who had taken a hearty glafs on the road, 
and was a little top-heavy, happened to drop his 
mufket in (houldering, and when he ftoopcd to pick 
it up, the black villain gave him a terrible blow 
with the flat of his fword, between the (houlder*, 
which aUnoft tumbled him to the ground. Billy 

immediately 
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fmmediateiy fnatched up the mufket, and being 
a very ftrong fellow, gave the black villain a blow 
with tbe but end of it, which levelled him to the 
«fround, and broke the muflcet; and while Billy 
flood over the fergeant, and was going to give him 
a finifhing ftroke with the barrel of the piece, which 
he held in his hand^ a French officer ftepped up, 
and (hot BHly through the head. I then began 
to fufpeft that poor Billy was a little miftaken, 
when he faid, " that the French were his heft friends T 
Shortly after this, we were ordered to lay down 
our muikets, and take arms in our hands, which 
a Comical rogue of our own country faid were 
better fuited to us, and he immediately brought 
lis a great parcel of trenching tools, as he called 
them, but they wer& nothing elfe but (hovels, picks 
and fpades, and we were ordered to fet to and 
make a great ditch round the camp. Thinks I to 
niyfelf, this is very odd kind of preferment; and I 
was going acrofs to afk farmer Farrell (who was 
obliged to dig as well as the reft) what kind of 
treatmeot this was, and why he didn't keep hid 
promife of making me an officer, when the fame 
damned negro rafcal came up and gave me a fmart 
ftroke of a rattan acrofs my fhoujder, crying out, 
in broken Englifli, " Vat you do out of your place; 
you von Irifti rafcal?" If I had not recoUefted the 
fate of poor Billy, I fhould certainly have ftiffened 
the black fcoundrel with the fpade in my hand. 
^* This is liberty and equality ^ indeed," thought I, 
and ^^ they love us better than ihemfelvesy-^^'' Who 
doubts it:" fays I to myfelf; and fo I returned 
quietly to my place, and went on digging for my own 
advantage^ to be fure^ as farmer Farrell told me. We 
then got fome potatoes and brandy, and a piece 
of a cow half raw, to eat, and were ordered out 
to forage for the army. I went to take my mare, 
which' I faw tied up^ with other horfes in the camp, 

and 
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and when I was going to mount her, " Sacre Bhtiy*, 
fays a French foldier, drawing his bayonet, and 
giving me a flight prod of it on tne thigh. I thought 
of poor Billy's fate, quitted my mare, and fet 
out on foot with the party, thinking, at the fame 
time, that it was rather an odd way of giving u^ 
the plunder of the nobility and gentry — to make 
us rob them firft, and then flick a bayonet in us 
for attempting to ufe what we had taken. But 
I thought of poor Billy's fate, and only grumbled 
in the gizzard. I fet out afoot with the reft, forag- 
ing as they called ity but that is only another name 
for plundering; we took every cow, bullock, flieep, 
hog, cock, hen, chicken, duck, turkey, goofe, pig, 
and gander, which we could lay our hands upon. 
There was fome grumbling to be fure, and not a 
h*ttle fcolding from the women, whofe cabbins were 
robbed; but the officer who commanded the party, 
and fpoke a little Englifli, faid, " De Dubbelin De^^ 
report U pay for alW The women did not feem 
quite fatisfied with this mode of payment, nor did 
I comprehend it till Colonel Moody afte wards 
ihewed me a regular draught or bill of exchange for 
200!. draw|i by the French General on the Dircdory 
of the Irifti Union in Dul)Iin, which he had been 
obliged to take as payment for twelve fat bullocks, 
three cows, and a fcore of fheep, with which he had 
fupplied the French immediately on their landix^. 
** And where did you g€C that purie of new guineas 
which you flic wed us at Coloony ?" fiiid I. ** Here 
tbey are,'* faid he, laughii^ ; ** they are all brafs 
counterfeits, gilt : — and fo they were, • ** ^j xsyf 
foul,'* thought I, ** you will have no reafon to laugh 
if the bill of exchange you have got in .payment tor 
your fat bullocks, fliould prove a counterfict too/* 

We returned to Ballina in the evening with our 
booty, followed by the curfcs of the poor creatures 
all round the country, whom we had robbed.. Wc 

found 
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Ibund the army iisipatient for our airival ; the pluiU 
dct (I meiui the forage) was diftributed immediaceljr^ 
ahd in abbuc two hours we were or^pred tb march. 
I had been riding without a faddle all the night be^ 
fbre r i had been digging part of the morning, and 
the remainder of the day I had beeii employed in 
phmderii^ the farmers and poor cottagers all round 
Baltina, and bad got plenty of eggs and bacon to eat 
in the cabkis to be fure» lUid was very well diibofed 
to go fleep; btit that could not be. I took*my 
mUucet and was going to march with the reft, when 
I was called to by Uol. Moody, and adhially har«. 
nefled with feveral others to draw o^e of the^ns { 
fbtne of tht boys refufed to be yoked, and poor 
Jack Coikck, the blackfmith of Ballintrave, who re« 
fifted the French (bldier who was putting him into 
the harn^, was (Iruck in the belly with a bayonet^ 
and left in the ftreet of Ballina weltering in his 
Mood ! When we were fairly in the traces, we got 
each of us a glafs of good brandy, which put us 
in heart, and we fet off at a trdt, which pace we, 
were not able to keep long when we came to the ' , 
bad ^road and :fteep hilts above Ballina. Several 
French officers and fergeants (many of them of the 
iiegro breed) walked along with us ; and when any 
imc of us (lackened his pace, a ftroke of the rattan^ 
or pMKi of the bayonet, Ivas fure to maice him ftep 
out. After about an hour's dreadful labour we 
were relieved^ and another £ct of the Irifli boys were 
hsHDefled, and To we took it in turns the whole night, 
keeping the guns at a trot, or a fmart walk all the 
Vay. After the firft relief I overtook Larry Dunn, 
of Ballina, Who was crying bitterly. ^» Well," ikid 
Ij " i^fry, have you been harneflcd ?•* ^ No,*' laid 
he, '* I am not able to draw, and fcarcely able to 
walk; I received a cut of a iabre this evening on 
iiiy right ftfoulder, and two of my t^eth have beeq 
kndcked down i9y thr^yat, for j^odeavoupii;^ in vaiii . 
^^. X. ^ tp 
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to prevent, two French foldiers and a negro rafcal ol 
an officer from ravifhing my wife Judy and my lifter 
Mary. I complained to Colonel Moody of the out- 
rage ; he faid he was very forry for it, but there was 
no time then for enquiry, as we were juft going to 
march ; — and this is the way/' cried Larry, " that 
they make their fine promifes, and prove their love 
for us !" I could not help telling Larry in a whiC- 
per, " that it would have been better for him to pay 
tithes all the days of his life, than to have loft his 
teeth,, and to have had his wife dilhonoured by a 
French negro ! What a breed poor Larry will have, 
if ever he lives to get home ! 

We arrived at lafl:, about fcyfcn o'clock in the 
morning near Caftlebar, and then began the work. 
Myfelf and the other Irifti recruits under the com- 
niand of General Blake, were ordered to advance to 
attack the militia; but before we came up with 
them, wc received a dreadful fire from the artillery, 
which killed hundreds of us aM round, and threw us^ 
into confufion. We ran, and were followed by fomc 
troops; I don't know who they were; but the 
French foldiers, dreffcd in our big coats, who had 
concealed themfelves behind the guns and tumbrils, 
and in the ditches, waited till we had pafTed, and 
then gave the King's ;roops a terrible volley, and 
every fhot told, as they fired from refls at their dif- 
ferent pla-ces of concealment, The cffcd of this jTur- 
prife and flaughier was aftonifhing : the King's 
troops fled with precipitation. The French imme- 
diately rallied hom different points^ and purfued 
them, while the Irifh recruits ran into Caftlebar to 
plunder the town. We were very bufily employed 
at this work, when a French General called Sarrafin, 
came into the town and took every pin's-worth from 
us which we had taken. We were all highly dif- 
plcafed at this condudt; and two of our Captains, 
Walter Mournc and Nich. Caffidyi whorcmonflrated 

rather 
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rather too freely, and refufed to obey orders, were 
Ihot by the French foldiers without any ceremony. 
Next day we were all muftered, and drilled for two 
hours m the morning ; we were afterwards ordered 
to take our (hovels, picks, and fpades, as before, to 
cut ditches round the town ; in the evening we were 
drilled again: and the next day the fame work went 
on, alternately drilling and digging. After refting 
a week at Caftlebar we were ordered to march. We 
fet out at night, and the Irifli recruits were harncfled 
to the guns as before. 

We reached Foxford before day, and proceeded 
without halting to Coloony, where we arrived eady 
on Tuefday, the 4th of September. I went imme- 
diately to my houfe to fee my wife, and little Nora, 
and my cows ; but what was my grief to hear from 
the neighbours, that Mr. Cooper's fteward, having 
found the red cow locked up in my old houfe, got a 
warrant againfl poor Nancy, and lodged her in Sligo 
gaol ; and the advanced guard of the French army, 
together with fome Irifli recruits, had that very 
morning taken my other cows, and killed them for 
the ufe of the camp. I knew it was ufelefs to com- 
plain ; all the redrefs I could exped was an order 
for rcimburfement on the Diredory of the Irifti 
Union in Dublin, which I began to think not worth 
alking for. While I was lamenting over my loffes;, 
and the fuiFerings of my poor Nancy in gaol for my 
crime, the cannon began to roar at a terrible rate. 
1 ran to my poft, and faw that our advanced guard 
was beaten back, and our whole line was attacked by 
the Limerick militia, who marched out of Sligo to 
give us battle. They were commanded by Colonel 
Vereker, who pofted theni fo advantageoufly, than 
they entirely flopped the progrcfs of our whole 
army. They fought us for near two hours, and 
killed a confiderable number of our men, particu- 
larly of the Irifti recruits, who were always puflied 

p 8 ' into 



Digitized by 



Google 



ftft* GAZETTE SELECTIOjrs, 

into the hotteft part of the adion. It was bcrc that 
farmer Kennedy was killed, and poor Ned Beaghan 
had both his legs Ihjtttered I^ a cannon bail. Ttie 
French were enraged to fee liich a handful of mea 
(they were lefs than three hundred) contend wid^ 
more than ten times their number. 

We att length got pofleflion of their two- curficle 
guns, which had done fuch execution among us^ and 
they were then obliged to retreat, which they did in 
tolerable order. By this bold and judicious ftrokc^ 
the Limerick militia faved the town of Sligo fix>in 
ajl the horrors of a plundering army, difpirnted oar 
troops, and ftopped our progrels for upwards of fix 
hours ; and by that means enabled General Lake's 
grniy to come up with us at Ballinamuck, afler the 
mou fevere march ever known. More thaa one 
half of the Irifli recruits, deferted after the affiur as 
Coh>ony, and I would have gone oiff with the refl^ 
but that I was afraid of being hannd if I returned 
hQipe, for (lealine Mr. Cooper's rra coi^. 

When. General Lake's army came in fight we gave 
burlelyes up for loft* The French knew they were' 
Dot able to face them;, and when a fmall body of 
the advanced guard came near, fome of the French 
began to throw down their arms ; upon which Cap- 
tain Packenham and General Craddock, with about 
twenty dragoons, rode up and ordered the French 
tQ furrendcr, which they did, and opened to the 
right and left to let themi>afs on. When they came 
up to the Iriih recruits. Captain Packenham called 
out to US: to, throw down our arnous and take, to our 
heels, as the only chance we h^ of faving our lives; 
but General Blsus^, who commanded, us,, fwore he 
would do HP fiidi thing, tie. ordered^ Captain 
Packenham and. General Craddock to iurnender 
thenifclves prifoners. immcdiacdy.;-- " Damn. mc> 
Jack/' l^ys.tne Captaia ta'GcncraL Ccaddock, " we 
ais; aH in the wrong bq^ii-about ffiip, my boy.*' — 

He 
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He then coUed out to General Blake. '' Why blaft 
your eyes 1 you fee ten thoufand men coming down 
the hUl? If you fire a Ihot at us/ they'll cut you to 
atoms." *' Surrender yourfelvcs immediately/' cried 
Blake, *' or I'll pepper you, by God!" ** You may 
be damn'd for a rafcal," crkd the captain of the 
Invincible, fpitting out ^ large quid of tobacco ; 
« Tom Packcnhan? was never born to be fhot."—? 
Then clapping fpurs 10 their horfes. General Crad« 
dock and he rode off ^ hard as their horfes could 
gallop ; and hnmediarely a volley wz^, lent after 
them by our party, which wasfo ill^dire^ed as to do 
no injury, except givjng a flight wqund to General 
Craddock in the arm, and wounding his horfein the 
neck. The Prenchifnen took up tMU: arms again, 
and the line was hardly formed, when we were 
charged with fuch irrefillible fury by the Armah 
miliaa and fome other troops ; they came within 
fifty yards of us before they nred a ihot; they then 
gave us a volley, fet ujp a dreadful fcreecht and 
puflied forward with their bayonets, which entirely 
broke us. I f^w hundreds of the Irifh recruits faU 
around me. I know not how I efcaped the firft on« 
fet. ( threw down my muiket^ and ran like a doe 
with ^bout five or iix hundred of the Irith boyS (I 
do not lii^^ to call ourfdves rebels^ if I could help 
itj. We were foon overtaken by Lord Roden's icn- 
cible regiment, who cut U5 to pieces. About 150 
of us were taken prifoners by this party, and the 
reft were every one left dead on the field ; among 
the laft was our Colonel Moody, whofe head was 
cloven in two*_ The Frenchmen who remained alive 
after the battle were about 850 in number; they^ 
gave themfclvcs up prifoners of war, and their lives 
were fpared. If they had fought like men, inftead 
of throwing down their arms, we Ihould not have 
been fo fliockingly cut up ; at leaft, fome of us might 
have efcaped into the. hills : but inftead of this, they 

fired 
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jfired at fome of our boys who were running away 
both at Coloony and Ballinanauck. 
^ I am almoft mad when I refleft on the horrors 
which this (hort but dreadful rebellion has brought 
about. What a melancholy hiftory have I given of 
rhe little party that was drinking at the Harrow in 
Colooney, thinking no harm at all! — Poor Billy 
Rourke, who called the French his beft friends was 
murdered by one of their officers ; Ned Beagam had 
both his legs (battered, and farmer Farrcll was kill- 
ed by a cannon ball at Coloony; Colonel Moody 
lies dead on the field of battle at Ballihamuck ; 
Larry Dunn's wife and lifter have been raviflied by 
a French negro, and his teeth knocked down his 
throat; and he is condemned to die with me as a 
traitor. But^ alas ! what a fate is mine ! I was 
happy and contented — I wanted for nothing — I had 
a wife that I loved, and children that I doated on 
— and yet the devil tempted me in the fhape of ava- 
rice and ambition ! 1 became a thief and a rebel, 
and was harneffed like a beaft or a (lave; I have 
brought forrow and perfecution on my wife, po- 
verty and (hame on my helplefs children. I (hall 
fuffer death to-morrow, as a fmall atonement for my 
gu'lt, and I, hope God will have mercy on my poor 
foul, through the merits of my bleflcd Redeemer. 
Amen *. 



Dr. Morse's Expofure of French Intrigue in the 
United States of America. 

Many are the proofs which other writers and 
myfelf have produced of the (inifter views of the 
French, in all their tranfadlions with thefe States; 
hut, I think, the matter which Dr. Morse of 
Charlcftown brought forward in an Appendix to his 
Sermon of the 2^(h of November laft, is the mod 

* This article is taken from a pamphlet publilhcd in Ireland. 

valuable 
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vahiabje which has yet appeared on the,fubjeS.. 
While the Prefident entertained, or feemed to enter- 
tain, a proper fcnfe of the danger to be apprehended 
fronx any further conneftion with that infidious and 
bloody-minded people, I did not think it neceflary 
to republifti the Doctor's excellent Appendix ; but 
now that a new embally is appointed to re-open the 
road to ruin, I feel it my duty to do what I before 
looked upon as unneceffary, and I now proceed to 
give the whole of the Appendix, a$ I fina it in the 
Boftpn edition of the Sermon. 

APPENDIX. 
*' Foregn Intrigue, the bane of ©ur independence, 
peace, and profperity, has been operating in this 
country, in various ways, for more than twenty years 
pad, in iniidious efforts to diminifh our national 
limits, importance, and refources, &Cv' 

Sermon, p. 15» 

It is the objedl of this Appendix to fubftantiate 
from fadls, the truth of that article in the preceding 
Difcourfe, of which the above is a part. In doing 
this, I confider myfelf as difcharging an important 
duty of my profeffion. The interefts of religion and 
good government, in the prefent ftate of the world, 
if we may judge from the condition of France, and 
her coniquered countries, Holland, Geneva, and 
Switzerland, are infeparably interwoven, and mujfl: 
profper or decay together. Anarchy is fatal to the 
religion and morals, as well as to the political health 
and profperity of a nation ; and fo, I believe, for the 
fame reafon, is French influence. To develope and 
oppofe it, therefore, is to efpoufe the caufe of the 
Church as well as of the State, 

The intrigues, and confequent influence of France, 
in this country, I conceive, have corrupted, to an in- 
calculable extent, all the fources of our true happi- 
nefs. Our political divifioris and embarraflmenrs 
I and 
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and much of that Atheiftical infidelity at)d irrdi-i 
gton, which, during the laft twenty years, have made 
fuch alarming progrefs among us, are probably but 
the poifonous fruits of our aluance and an intimate 
intercourfe with the French nation. Her fohemes 
^nd views concerning us, through all our vicifli-r 
tudes, have been uniformly hoft^le to our deareft 
rights and interefts. In proof oif thisi I appeal to 
the fadbs hereafter related. 

At a time when our holy Religion and our Go- 
vernment are formidably aflailed by the iecret and 
fubtle artifices of foreigp enemies^ it is incumbent 
on every friend to Chriftianity, and to his country, 
to unite in oppofing their infidious and wicked de^ 
ligns. He is unworthy the name of a chriftian or 
a patriot, who^ in fuch a crilis as the prefent, is filmt 
cr inaBive. Surely the Minifters of Religion ought 
|iot to be conlidered as deviating from the duties of 
their profeflion, while they unveil thofe political in- 
intrigues, which, in their progrefs and openition, ar^ 
undermining the foundations, and Uaftli\g the &l( 
fruits of that holy Religion which they preach, %oA 
which they are under the oath of God to vindicate 
^gainft every fpecies of attack*. 

1 confcfe 

* ♦ As political fermons are mucli cenfared at the jprefeatday, bjr 
a certain <iercription of people»For reafons notdifllci)}^ to.4ivutf ; 
andasthp foregoing difcourfe may happen to fall into ^^ bandi 
of fome who may feel difpofed to fay, with an author pf brilliant 
talents, that '* politics ^nd the pvilpit are terms tjiat have litfic 
^reement;'* and that no found onght to be heai-B lA tlw ^uch 
but the healing voice of Chriftian charity," it naay not We, i^pwfe^ 
for the ufe of fuch pcrfons, to recite the fdlomug coOKpl^^. aUr 
fwer to their obje^ion. 

*» The whole force of this objedlion feems to reft on the teini 
W/Vi« being confined, in its fenfe, to the wrangling ^iebatei pf 
modern affemblies ; debates, %vhich far too Xjften ittt n «mifely oft 
the narrow, felfilh, and fervile views of party. The teri^ hz% 
been, an4 in difcourfes frc^m the pulpit ought to be, ufe^in a much 
' " dignified fcnie J as comprehehdiffgaM 
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I confefs that I have been one of the m^ny 
thoufands of my countrymen, who have felt an 
honeft efteem for, and a iincere gratitude to France, 
for the aid fhe afforded us during our war with 
Great Britain, and who unfei^nedly rejoiced with 
her at the commencement ot her revolution, in 
the profpeft of her enjoying the fweets of free- 
dom, and the bleffings of an equal government* 
Put I am not afhamed now to acknowledge, (and 
thoufands have done the fame) that this efteem, 

rtitude, and joy, were the offspring of ignorance^ 
developement of the motives and deligns of 
France, in refpefl to her alliance and intercourfe 

that long lid of duties which every man owes to fociety in his pab* 
lie capacity. Every man is at leaft as mucb Q9i^pnp^ to oc • 
good ftibjed, as hq^is to be a goOfl neighboar ; and fo.fac U % 
preacher ^rom being chargeable with being goUty of a confufion 
q£ duties* or of affuming a charafter which does not belong to 
hiin, that he a£ls ilridUy within the line of his profe£ion» wheo. 
he explains as well ai he is able, and enforces on the j)CO|Ae coa^«^ 
initted to his care» their pi^Uc as well as their private dtt4nL 
iSifch poUfia i(re litexall/ thi healing vms of Cbriftian (baritj/* 

Bovchbr's I>iscov'as9s* 
In December, 17759 the Provincial Congrefs of MaiTaichJifrttii, 
^oTved, that the following letter be addreflod to the ieveol Adi^ 
nifters of the Gofpel within this province : 
** Revbrbnd Sir, 
«< ^e cannot but acknowledge the ModvcTs of Hetvms, in, 
(Qi^fiaptiy fnpplying us with Minifters of the Gofpel, whofe ^onr 
c;jPrn has been the temporal and fpiricual happinefs of this p«Qple* 
Bl adsiy like this, when all the friends to civil and religious liberty 
px^ exertiiig themfelves to deliver this coantry from iu pr«fcaV 
caUmitieSf Ve cannot hut place great hopes in aii order of m«D 
vvho have eycir diftinguifhed themfelves if^ their country's caufe ; 
wd do therefore mmm$nd to the Miniflers of the GeTpel, in the 
leveral towns and other places in this colony, that they affiil. as ui. 
Voiding that dri&adfpl ilavery with tyhich we are now thicat- 
f«^icd." 

' The reader, after bang told, that the mod vtolent oppofers of 
]IQliticai.dirf;quffes.909V» were a^iong the inoll sealoos advocates 
ftr them in 177^, and fome of them members of the Congrefs, 
fyjmpft^ thf ^9ve rffolunqfii; is left to make his own reflec- 

^^ with 
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•to. 

with us, and the real nature and ob]e£l of her re- 
volution, has produced an intire change in my own. 
feelings and opinions. 1 can no longer confider 
her Government, at any period, either under the 
monarchy or the republic, as having been truly 
friendly to the interefts of the United States; nor 
can I believe that the liberty and happinefs of 
Frenchmen, much lefs thofe of other nations, were 
the real objefts of a majority, of the authors and 
promoters of her revolution. The ybr/w<?r is to be 
proved in the fequel; the latter is too obvious to 
require proof. Judging from the fruits of the 
French revolution, it muft have had an impure ori- 
gin *. Sincere intentions in its authors, generally 
(that fome of them might have had pure vievi^s, I 
do not deny) to ameliorate the condition of the 
French nation, and their neighbours, could not 
have plunged them into fuch extreme wretcbed- 
nefs. Had they really aimed at giving liberty to 
th^* world, they would nqt have become literally 
the i^eftroyer of nations, and cruelly rivetted the 
chains of llavery on the millions they have con- 
quered. 

* See Robifon's Proofs of a Confpiracy, p. 263, to the end* 
Barruel's Memoirs oF Jacobinifm, vpl. iv. and alfp ihe '* Coref- 
pcHidcnce of the Revolutionary Society in London, with the Na- 
tional Aflcmbly, and with various other Societies in France and 
England," in the years 1789 to 1792, which clearly difcovers that 
the early vifews of the revolutionijis was . much more extenfi've than 
was at that period generally believedt •• Your principles and ours , 
(fay the Revolution Society at Breft, to their Englilh correfpondents, 
as early as 1791) propagate themfelve?. This fac red fire, in fpitc 
of the obHaclcs oppofed to it, JtUntly fprcads, and will produce, 
fronfi pole to pole, an exflofiont as terrible to tyrants as fatal to 
them." ** If w^ may truft to our prtfentimentt and njuj/hes, aS Eu- 
rope ivill fooft become brethren.'* fCorrefpondencc at thc^clofe.] 
According to the *« prefentiments" of this fociety, France has 
iiBCC fraternized wi;h Holland, Geneva, Italy, and Switzerland, 
and app^arc defirous of making all the reft of mankind fuch kind 
of. brotherff However plaufible the profeffiovs of the revolution ills 
wereatfirft, their real views have been. fufficicntljr wdl explained 
in their fubfequeut condu^. • 

Ott 
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The documents already publiflied by onr own 
and the French government, one would think fuf- 
ficient to convince all who had read them with aa 
unprejudiced mind» that the policy of France, froin 
the beginning of our connexion with her, has been 
favourable neither to our refpe&ability nor our 
profperity. But as we have yet among us fome 
unbelievers in French intrigue and duplicity ; fome 
who will not renounce their obligations to grati- 
tude for her affiftance; who yet cherifli an affeftion 
which has hitherto ferved France as a conduftor 
of poifons baneful to our political conftitution, 
to our religion and morals, I think it my duty to' 
lay before the public 'fome important documents 
not generally known, and which, I conceive, will 
juftify the opinions I have here expreffed. Thefe 
documents, (and I here give but a part of what a;'e 
in my.poffeffionj have rendered neCefTary many ex-* 
planatory notes and remarks, and fuggcfted others, 
by way of inference, which I could not forbear 
introducing: all together they have fwelled this 
Appendix to a fize much beyond my original in- 
tention. The reader, however, who has patience 
attentively to perufe the w^hole, I hope, will have 
jio reafon to regret that his lime has been mifpent. 

Concerning the papers which follow, it is 
proper to obferve, that they may be relied on as 
authentic, having been copied from the originals^ 

On the i5rh oF December, 1793, the reporter of iht diplomntic 
Committee of the National Convention of France thus addrefles 
the Convention. 

*• The Committees of Finance and War alk in the beginning. 
What is the okjeS of the wjar which we have taken in hand ? With- 
out all doubt, thcobjeftis /^^annihilation of all privi- 
leges, «war tvith the palaces and peace 'wiib the cottages, Thefe arc 
the principles on which your declaration of ivar is founded J' ** Wc 
muft declare ourfelves for a revolutionary power in all the countries 
into which we enter. (Loud applaufes.) Not need we put on the 
cloak of humanity, Wc difdain fuch little arts** •• Abolifti from 
aroppg you the nobles, and every ecclefiaflical and military incorpo« 
latioiu They are>in compatible with equality." 

partly 
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partly with my own hand, and the remainder by a 
Member of Congrefs in 1783. 

A document which very clearly unveils the 
views of France refpeftirig America, and whicb 
will ferve as a clue to d full underitanding of the 
communications of our Commilfioners for Peace, 
(which will be brought into view in their proper 
place) is Mr. Marhis'* confidential \t\X^r to the 
Count de f^erg^Hfies, the French Minifter of Fo^ 
reign Affairs. This letter fell into the bands of our 
Commiffioners at Paris, was by them tranflated, 
and forwarded to Congrefs, and is taken from a 
^opy in the hand writing of one of the Commif'' 
j^oners. 

[Tranilation. No. 22|.] 

** Pbiladelfbk» l$tbMarcb» 1789. 
" Sia, 

'* South Carolina again enjoys the bendit of s Legillati¥e 
body. ♦ <» ♦ It met in January at Jackfoabaigh. • • # • 
^ * Mr. Rotledg^» who waa then Qorefnor, opened the auet* 
ifig with a fpeech gxeat^ applauded, wherstn he fq>iefents, m 
their full extent, the imporlamt Jtrmictt rtnimi fy tOe Kistf £of 
France] to the United States, exfreffing their jufi mAmnaUigmiwU 
fbttbe/mme^ Tbis/entimeMt fvevmlt mnebf Stir; the difefeal states 
4110 ea^r to declare it in thetr piiblia z&ai wA (lie principai Mmr 
\fn of GoTemment, and the writera empbyed t^ theiQj would 
forfeit their fofularity, tuere tbey to admit amy equi<voc(u remarh re/j^S" 
iag the alUauce, General Greene affinns, that in no one State ia 
jtftachmeot to independency carried to a higher pitch, bnl d^t tbi* 
IJl^diff n is yet exceeded by the ^60/^ b9ime to S»gtaMd. 

<* Mr. Matthews, a Delegate lately arrtve4 in Carolinii from 
Congreft, has, it is faid, been chofep Governor in the ipom of Mr. 
lluticdge. He has communicated to perfons of the moft influenee 
in his State, the ultimiUim of the iponth of ■■ laft, who 

tpprpved of the daofes in general, and particularly thai «^ 'uMb 
Uavis tbe. King mafier of tbe termf of the treaty of f^ea^e or trncc» e»- 
opting independence and treaties of alliance, A Ddeg^ ftom 
SouthXfgrolina told me, that this ultimatum was ^qjially well 
hAOwn l)y perfons of ppce in his State, and that it had ^yen ia- 

tire 

V 

* Mr* Msirbois» at the time be wrote this letter, was eitfaor Se- 
cret^f y to the Frenoh ^}inifier in the United Sc^, or Charge of 
Affairs, in his abfcnce^ 
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fast (atisfadioii there* It is the fame with regard to fereral othe4r 
States; and 1 believe I may afTare you, upon the teftimony of 
feveral Delegates* that this meafare is approved by a inai ma* 

{What this ultimatum was, which was thus fe- 
tretly handed about among the leading men in (he 
feveral States, does not appear. The tenor of it 
may be inferred, however, from a principal claufe 
which is here mentioned; which was, that the 
United States fliould leave the King of France majier 
•f the terms of peace or truce^ with two exceptions 
only. This intrigue was in operation during the 
winter of 1781 and 1782, and the fruit of it was 
the inftruftions from Congrefs to our Commiffioa- 
crs for peace at Paris. What thefe inftru£lion$ 
were, and the difgraceful manner in which they 
were obtained, will be more fully feen prefently.] 

'« But Mr. Samuel Adams is oGng all his endeavours to raifi^, 
in the State of Maflachufetts, a ftrong oppofition to peace, tf the 
Eaftern States are not thereby admitted to the fifherics; and in 
particular to that of Newfoundland. Mr. Adams delights in 
trouble and difficulty, and prides himfelf in forming an oppotitioa 
agaiiift the Government whereof he is himfelf Prefidenr, His aitfi 
and intention are, to render the minority of confecj^ucnce ; and at 
this very moment, he is attacking the Conftitution of MaiTachafetts^ 
although it be in a great meafure his own work. But he has dif^ 
liked It fince the people have (hewn their uniform attachment t6 
it. It may be expeded that with this difpoiition no meafure cat^ 
meet the approbation of Mr* S. Adams; and if the States ihould 
agree relative to the fifheries, and be certain of partaking tbenir 
aU his manceuvres and intrigues would be ditefled towards the 
\B(liiqaeft of Canada and Nova Scotia ; but he could not have uied 
a fitter engine than the fifheries for ftirring up the paffions of 
the Eaftern people, by renewing this queftion^ which had laih 
dormant during his two years abfence from Bofton. He has^ 
Tasfed the exoetedon^ of the people of Maffachufetfa to an extra* 
ordinary piicn. Tib public prints Ifold forth the importance of 
the fiflierie^ The teigping toaft in the Eaft is« ** May the United 
StatBi ever maintain tHeir right to the fiiheries." It has been often 
repeated in the deliberations of the General Court, «' No ptzat 
without die filheries/' Hbvrever clear the principle may be ih 
. tidtf OMitter, IV wotild be- iifelefr^ and even dangetoos, to mttmpt 
wfoming thtfeopU thrw^ the fuhlic fapers^ But it appeals' to me 

poifiblr 
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pofTible to afe means for pret'entinff the confeaaences of faccefs to 
Mr. S. Adams, and his parly \ and I take the liberty of fabmitting 
thera to your difcernment and indulgence,'* 

[Mr. S. Adams, who was at this time Prefident 
of the. Senate of Maflachufetts, had lately returned 
fro.n Congrefs, where he became acquainted with 
the defigns and intrigues of the French Minifter 
and -his agents, to deprive us of the fiflieries. 
Accordingly, as became a friend to the profperity 
:of his country, he oppofed their defigns with all 
his influence, and we fee here the treatment he re- 
ceived from our good allies, for his fidelity. Such 
treatment was not peculiar to Mr. Samuei^ 
Adams; Mr. John Adams, Mr. Jay, and in- 
deed every leading character who dared openly to 
efpoufe the intercfts of his own country, in oppo- 
fition to the views of France, met with fimilar 
treatment. This was the cafe not only in America, 
but in France. A letter from one of the Com- 
miflion,ers of Peace, dated Paris, Nov. 17, 17S2; 
fays> " The leaft appearance of an independent 
fpirit in any American minifter, has been uniformly 
caufe enough to have his charaGer attacked." 
The fame policy has been purfucd by France ever 
fince. Every independent American who has 
dared to advocate the interefts of his own country, 
againft her infidious deligns upon our profperity, 
has been calumniated by her emiflaries among us. 

It appears that the French agents were for- 
merly in the habit of writing fpeculations in our 
public papers, to anfwer their own views. " It 
would be ufelefs (fays M. Marbois), and even 
dangerous, to attempt informing the people through 
the public papers'^ Is it rafli to fuppofe that many 
of thofe virulent and calumnious pieces againft our 
government, its officers and mealures, which have 
appeared in our oppofition papers, have been from 
the pens of the agents and fpies of France in this 
country?] 

On« 
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- •* One of thofc means would be, for the King to caufe it to be 
intimated to Congrefs, or the Minifters, " his furprife that the 
Newfoundland fiiheries have been included in the additional in- 
Huidions; that the United States fei forth therein pretenfions, 
without paying regard to the King's rights, and without confid- 
cring the impoflibility they are under of making conqucft, and 
keeping what belongs to Great Britain." .His Majefty might at 
the fame tim^ caufe a promife to be given to Congrefs, " of his 
afliftance for procuring admiflion to the other fijherksi [What other 
fifheries?] declaring ^ hywc*vfr, thai he nuQuld not he anfi-joerahk 
for tbe/ucccfi, and that he is bound to nothing, as the treaty makes 
no mention of that article." This declaration being made before 
the peace, the hopes of the people could not be lupportcd, nor 
could it one day hereafter be laid that we left them in the dark oii 
this point. It ^were to be wiibed, indeed, that this declaration 
could be made whilll New- York, Charlclton, and Penobfcot are 
Ml the enemy's ha,nds. Our allies nuill he lefs tractable than e'ver 
upon thc/e points, ^whenever they reco-ver theje important p-ifts.' 

[This paragraph is inftead of a volume, to fliew 
the real views of France towards this country.] 

*' There are fome judicious* perfons, to whom one may fpeak 

of giving up the fiiheries and the of the weft, for the fake 

of peace ; bijt there are enthujiajis, * who fly out at this idea ; 
and their numbers cannot fail of increafing, when, after the Eng- 
lifn are expelled this continent, the burthen of the war will fcarcc 
be felt. It is already obfervablc, that the advocates for peace arc 
of thofe who live in the counrry. The inhabitants of towns* 
whom commerce enriches; mechanics, who receive a higher pay 
than before the war, and five or fix times more than in EuVope, 
do not wifli for ir. But it is a happy circumjlance, that this ciivijir^n 
he nearly equal in Congrefs y a^d among the States, Jt'/ce our INFLU- 
ENCE can incline the beam either for peace or ivar, ^which e^er ive may 
choo/e»*' 

[Who, after reading this, will deny that Frenrfj 

■influence^ to a very alarming extent, onceexifted 

in this country, and even in our legiflature. It 

would be a difficult talk to prove, that it has, at 

any period fince, ceafed to exift among us, and 

♦ The French terms, " judicious pcpfons,'* and ** entbu/tafts,** rendered 
according to the American itandaid, mean, Dupes to French intrigucy and the 
independent J'r'unds ol Amerita who oppofe it. Accoiaingly, this paffage 
fh6jld be read thus : " There are fome dupes to our intrigues, to whom one 
may fpeak, Ac. But there aire other independent friends of their country tu 
. pppofition to us, who fly out,*' &c. 

that 
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that to a degree extremely injurious to our tran- 
quillity.] 

" ANOTHtK means of preferving to France fo important a 
branch of her commerce and navigation, is that propofed to yoa» 
Sir, by Mr. , viz. the conqueft of Cape-Breton. It fcents 

to me« as it does to that miiiifter, the only fare means of contain- 
ing within bounds, when peace is made, thofe (warms of foiu^« 
elers, who,^ without regard to creati^,. will turn all their aAivity, 
oaring ipirit and means towards the fifheries; whofe ondertak- 
in^s Congrefs will not, perhaps, iiave the power or the will to re- 
prefs. IF it be apprehended that the peftce, which is to pnt ah 
end to the prefent war, will prove difagreeable to any of the 
United States, there appears to me a certain method of ffuirdatg 
^gainft thi egkdt of this di/coftient, of preventing the declaradons dt 
lome States, and other refources whicli turbulent minds mijght em- 
ploy for availing themieives of the piefent jan^re. This woaU 
tx for his Majeily to caufe a memoriKt~T(^ be delivered tto Coa- 
grefs, wherein (hould be ilated, the nfe made by Minifters, of the 
powers entrufted to them, by that Aflembly ; alnd the impediment 
which mav have flood in the way of fuller iatisfaAioa on ewif 
point. This ftep would certainly be pleafing to Congids; and 
(hould it become neceflary to inform the people of* this memorial, 
it could eafily be done. They woold oe flattered by It, and it 
might probably beget the voice and concurrence of the public. I 
fubmit thefe thoughts to you early ; and though peace appears 
yet to be diflant. Sir, by reafon of the delays and difficdltin at- 
tending the communications, th^t period will be a crijis, when the 
Partisans©/" France and EwglanJ will openly appear ; and whoa 
that power will employ every means to diminijh our iiiflueuce and 
le-efiablifh her own. , It is true^ the Ikvefendevt fartj^ *wi3 d* 
ivays ft and in great nuant of our fufport* The fears and jeahmfies 
nvbich a remembrance of the former Government *will ahwtys frodsux* 
muft operate at the fafeguara to our Alliance^ and as afecutitffor the 
attachment of the Americans to us» But it is bdft to be prepared fbr 
«ny difcontent, although it fhoold be but tempoiaiy." 

[Hefe is a moft important text, on which the 
meaAires and intrigues of France, in reference to 
this country fince the peace of 1783, may be con- 
fidcred as the tomtiient. " The independent party, 
(meaning, no doubt, *' the Partifans of France," 
of whom he had juft fpoken,) will always ftand in 
great need of our fupport.*' With what pro- 
priety he could call this party independent, when 
at the fame time he fays tney will afwayrmd fifp* 

port. 
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f6rty IS difBciilt to conceive ; lib epithet was ever 
piore improperly applied, except fJefhaps in the 
inftance of a newfpaper, which has long been de- 
Voted to the interefts of France, ftyled, " The 
Indkpendenx Chronhle-' The meaning of this 
word in both cafes fefems to be exafilly fynony- 
•fhbtis. . . . ' 

. We. have much evidence to believe, that France, 
V alwdys fakkful to her fritndsy^ has uniformly af- 
forded her •* independent partifdniy' in this. country, a 
" generous fupport." U is not for u^ to fay in what 
this " fupport" confifted, 01; in what way commu- 
nicated.---This we know, however, that " Genet 
brought with him a million dollarSy in roleaus of 

f' old, convenient for diftribution ; and that he 
rew the laft from the depbfitary the day his fuc- 
ceflbr arrived at the feat of Government ;" which 
accounts for Fauchet's complaLiilt of the want of 
^* fopie thoufands of dollars," for his friend Ran- 
dolph, pt this time, the head bf the " independent 
party/'.arid with which "the Republic (of France) 
could h^ve decided on civil war or peace." 

There is another branch" to this text which de- 
ferves, notfce, viz. *^ ThQ fears ^^i^ jealoujies vf\i\(^ 
a remembrance of ttie former Government wiH 
always pfodutej muft operate as the fafiguard to 
our alliance, and as a Jecurity for the attachment 
of the Americans to lis," In plain language thus: 
*^ In order to fix and preferve our controul over the 
jA^iriericaris, we muft, by all means, cherifli their 
hatred ^nd jealoufies towards Great Britain." This 
wuhriftiati policy has been fteadily purfued, and with 
very cdnfiderable fuccefs, ever unce the peace, but 
particularly fince the tomnlencement of the Eu- 
ropean war 5 witnefs the clofe of Adet*^ famous 
note of Nov. 5, 1796. Witnefs all the oppofition 
papers in the United States^ every rf^i friend to 
his country, who has oppofed their degrading 
VOL. X. Q views. 
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vi^ws, l^s been calumniated as devoted to the in* 
terefts of Britain^ and have been colle£tively calJed, 
with Adams and Washington at their head, a 
« BritiQi faaion."] 

** It is remarked by {bme» that as England has other filheries 
befides Newfoundland, ihc may» perfaafM, endeavour that the Ame- 
ricans fhould prtake in that of the Grand Bank« in order to cod. . 
ciliate their affedlions, or procure them fome compeniation, or 
create a fubie^ of jealoufy between them and os. But it does 
not feem likely that (he wiil a£k fo contrary to her true inteieft ; 
and were fhe,ro do fo, it wiil be for the better to have declared^ 
at an early period, to. the Americans, that -their preteafioa is not 
founded, and that his Majefty does not fupport it. 
" I am, &c. 

" BaHBB DB Ma&bois." 

I now proceed to detail fome extrafts from the 
original communications of our Comraiflioners for 
negociating a peace* at Paris, in 1782, with con- 
necting and explanatory remarks. 

" Paris i Nov. 1 8, 1782. 

" The inftruftions from Congrefsf, which diredt us to pay (0 
flrid^ an attention to the French Miniftry, and to folkMib thicir ad« 
vice, are conceircd in terms fo univerfal and unlimited as to ^ive 
a gKat deal of anxiety to my mind. There is no man more im- 
prdded with the obli^a^^oQ of obedience to inftrti^ons; but in 
ordinary jcafes, the pnncipal is fo near the deputy, a| to be able 

to 



♦ Thefe Commiffioners were, the Honourable John Adaus, 
Bkkjamin Franklin, John Jay, and H'bnry Laurcnb. 

1- Whit thefe cmbarraiEng inillru^lioas \irere, the reader, no doobti 
willwifli'to Icnow, and I will gratify him immediately. They were cx- 
pveiTcd in the followin/ language. " You are «t li^etty to fccnre the in- 
tetcft of the United States, in fach manner as circumlUnoes may dire^ and 
as the fiate of the belllgereni, and the difpoiition of the mediating pcrwen 
may redaire. For this porpofe,. you are to make .the moft caodid rad-ooiK 
lidential communications, upon allfubjeSls, to t^e Minijiert of our moft gra- 
cious ally, the King of Trance ; to undertake nofb'mg in the conrfe of the 
Ae'gotiationa for peace or truoe, nokhaut their humU^dge andtoaeurrentti and 
Mltimately to mernyourfihves by their adtace artd, opinm ; endeavouring, in your 
Whoie conau£t, to make them fcnfible howtmich we rely upon his Ma* 
jcfty'a iQflticnc^for jrffe^al fupport in every thing that magr be neceflary 
tQ the prcfcnt fecurity and future profperity of the United States of Ame- 
ncs." Hew thefe hufflili2tin|; and dlfgrsceful' bftru^ioas were obtaiocdt 
ff^AMkit to be told. 



Digitized by 



Google. 



- \ JUNE, 1799. ' #45 

to tLttcixd to the whole progtefs of tW bufiaefs, and to he infarxned 
of every n«w fadi, iiad every fuddea thought. 

^ " AiDbaflTadoTs in Europe can fead exprefies to their co];irta« and 
g}ve and leceive intelligence from them with the utmoft certainty. 
In fuch cafes there is no room for miftakes, mifunderilanding^ qr 
furprife. fiut in our cafe it is v&cy difTeient. We are. at an ioo- 
jxu^{e.diil;tQce; idifpaiches are liable to foul play, and vef&k are 
fubjedi to accident; new fccncs open; the time prefies; various na- 
tions are in fufpenfe, and neceflity forces us to adl. 

" What can, we do if a French Minifter advifes us to cede to 
Spain the whole river Mifliilppi^ and five hundred miles of terri- 
fory to the eaAward of it, are we bound by our inftrudtiops to put 
our %aaiure to the cefiion, when the Englilh themfelves are willing 
wc fhould ext^ to the river, and enjoy our natural right to its 
. navigation ? If we (hould be counfelled to relinqoiih our right to 
the filhery 09 the GrJhd Bank of Newfoundland, when the Sritiih 
JVIiniilry axe ready, by treaty,, to acknowledge our right to it, are 
w£ obliged to relinquifh it/. If we are advi^d to reftore and com- 
. pen fate the Tories, are we to comply ? If we know, or have reafon 
to believe, jthat ihings which will have weight upon the minds of 
. th^ BritiAi Miniftry ag^inft us, upon (bme points^ will be commu- 
juca^ to them in fow W^ 9^ other, /ecret <ir ojpen, if wp- com- 
muuicate them to this court, are we bound to do it ? I cannot think 
that aeon (Truflion, fo literal and fevere, was ever intended to be 
put upon them ; and therefore I fee no way of doing my duty to ' 
Congdrefs, but to ifite>pret the inftruftiors as we do general precepts 
4ttd siax^oKi, by fttcb reftfi^ions and limitations as reafon« JDecef- 
iity« and the natuiie of tHngs^emand. 

*' It nay ibmetiius be kmwn (aa deputy* that an inftru6UQn 
frofii his principal was gi^^en upon Ulk iaformatjous what jis k^ 
. to do ? Whtn lie koaws that U tlie truth had been ki|K>wi|i« Us 
. pfinei^ wcmkl have gma a dired^ contrary advice» is.he to fal« 
low chat whkh iffiied Irora adftakc? When he knows, or has only 
eo«!d ground tojbdiew, thai if bis pnincipal was upon the 4)ot, apd 
folly in^iii0d of the pfefent llate of fads, he would give contrary 
.dtrei^oos, is he bound by fuch as were given before? . 

• ^ It can^ioc ht denied, that kftru^kons ate binding; that.it js 
a dQ«y toob^ them» and ithat a depurtujie from them.«an(V0t 1^ 
jtiAi^; biKk cannot be denied, I think, on the other hand« that ^ 
ifi our peculiar ikuation, .cafes nay happen, in which it may be- 
come our duty, to depend upon .being excoCedj or if yon wiU, par^ 
donfd, for prefuming that if Congrefs were upoa the fppt, ikey 
would judge as we do. 

^ I prefume *HOt to didlatq; but I may venture to' give my 
.opinion, as J.dofroely, with oiuch real ooncern for the |>ublic» 
that it would be qiuch bcster if every inftru^ion in being were to- 
tally repealed, which' eiyoins upon any American Minifter to fol- 
ilow the advice, or a!k the advice, or even to communicate with 
any Fiench or oiher Mkiilter in^ £urope i 4t ia an inepuricable cm* 

<^z barraffment 
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barrafffhent tvery where. Advice would not be more feldoitr aUccd^ 
not communication lef» frequent ; it would be more fredf gived. 
A communieatioh df information* or a'requeft of counfd, would 
then be received as a toinptiment, and a mark of refped^ ; ir is now 
Coni7deited as a duty and a rieht. .Your Miniffers would have more 
weight, and be more refped^ed through the world* 

*' Congrefs cannot do ^oo ttisch to give weight to their Minifters, 
for they may depend upon it,- gnat and wijttftifiahU means are ufedtt 
present them from acquiring refutathn, and e*ven to f recent an idea tak- 
ing root, that any thing has heen, or can he done fy tbem^ And there 
13 nothing that humbles and depreflies, nothing that fhackks and 
confines ,' in fhort, nothing that renders totally ufelefs your Minif- 
itxt in Europe* fo much as thefe pofitive inftru^ons to confult and 
cdmmonicate with French Minifters 6n all occafions* and to follow 
their advice* And I really think it would be better to conftitutetbe 
Count de Vergennes our fole Minifler, and^ve him foil powers to 
treat and make peace with all Eurbpe, than to continoe aAy of qs 
under the indru^ions in being* if thcf are to be anderftood in the 
unlimited fenfe which fonie perfons tontend for* I hope nodiing 
indecent has efcaped me upon this occafion* If afny expreflions ap- 
pear too ftrong* the great impoi;tance of the fnfajeft* and the deep 
xmpreffion it has made on my imnd and hcktti rouft be my apology* 



** ParistNov.t^%i. 
i-«^ •* tVhen 1 fpeak of ihxi [French] court* I know not that 
any other Minifler is included than that of Foreign Afiain* A 
*wh(Aefyftem of policy is now as glaring as the day^ nvhichperbafs CJ'm- 
.grefs and the people of America tOve little fufpicion rfi The evidence 
how refults from a large view of all our European negociations* 
The flense principle and the fame fyfiem have been uniformly par- 
fued from the beginning of my knowledge tat Europe in April* 
1778* to this hour* In fubftance it has been this: In a^fimaet af- 
forded US in naval force and in money f to keep mfromjmcstmhing^ and 
nothing more : To prevent us from ridding ottrfekfes wholfy of onr ene- 
mies, andfrtan growing rich and powerful : To prevent us from ohtaiMi- 
ing acksmwledgmints ^ oar independence hy other foreign fenvers, ond 
from acf taring con/wratiom in EuHpct onuy aioantage 4m ibe peace 
tut what is exprejsly Jiipulated in the treaties: To deprive nsefihe 
Grand Fifiery, tie pAijfysppi river^ the Weflim lands, and to fame os 
with theTories" 

In confirmation of this, the writer proceeds to 
declare, that, from a}l be could collect froin Mr. 
Dana's negQciations in Ruffia, Mr. Adams's in. Hol- 
land, iamd Mr. Jafs in Spain, it was verv evident, 
that the Marqtas de Ferae, the Coum de Manimwin, 

and 
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"and the Duke de la Fauquion, the French Minifters 
at thefe feveral courts, had all been governed by 
the fame inftruftions, viz. inftead of ^w«r/«f, to 
pr£veniy if poflible, the fuccefs of our Minifters in 
getting our independence acknowledged. 

From the fame letter it further appears that, in 
Holland, the Duke de la Vauqum did .all in his power 
to prevent the fuccefs of our Minifter at that Court; 
and it was the opinion of our Minifter, that the 
Duke had inftruftions from the French Minifter fo 
to do. But when the Duke WRSjfimfy told, that 
BQ advice of his> or the Count de Vergennes, nor 
even a requifition from the King, Ihould reftrain 
him, and was convinced that our Minifter would 
fucceed, the Duke, in the true ftyle of French po- 
licy, fell in with him, in order to give the air of 
French influence to meafurcs, which French influence 
never could have accomplifhed ; and which he 
thought would have been carried even if he hsid 
oppafed it. The letter proceeds ; 

** Thefe fafls may alarm Congrefs more than they ought Thcrt 
is nothing to fear but the want oT firmnefi in Congrefs. French fo* 
licy isfofuBiletfo penetrating^ and encroaching a things that the only nuay 
to oppofe it is to be fteady^ patient ^ and determined. Poland and Swe- 
den » as well as Coriica and Geneva, exhibit horrid effeds of this po' 
Iky^ BECAUSE IT WAS YIELDED TO. Whereas Switzerland, who 
Derer was afraid of France, and weie always firm, has found her in 
excellent ally for 150 years pad*. 

** If we are fteadily fupported by Congrds, we (hall go clearly 
to windward of them ; bat if Congrefs wavers, and gives way, U)e 



* Mark this palTage, ieader> and bear it in mind, that it was writ* 
ten at Patis, in 1782^ by a gentleman of ^reat difcemment and in* 
teerity* Experience has verified his defcription of French imtripsie. 
wiiat a lone catalogue might our author now add to the lift of its 
tuidims* Alas 1 poor deluded Sioitzerland no longer forms the noble 
exception here mentioned. This ** fuhtU, penetrating^ and encroask* 
vtg French policy,'* has been weakly ** yielded td* by the brave Swifi^ 
and their ruin is the confequence. Heaven be praifed, for an Adams« 
who knew the fubtle nature of this deteftable policy, and has hitherto 
refiftcdit! 

United^ 
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Umted States wiU leceive a blow that thcj will not tecovei ia Mtj 
years." 

•* We have nothing to fear from tin's [French] Coart, but In the 
particulars above-mentioned. The alliance is too nccefTary to them ; 
we are too eflential to them, for them to violate the treaties, oifiwallf 
to difguft and alienate us. But they have not known, any more than 
England, the men tuitb nvhom ihey banje to do, 

*• When we fee the French intriguing nvifh the Evglijh ogainft «/, 
Vf6 have no way to oppofe it, bnt by reafoning with the Engiifli, xo 
Ihew that they are intended to be the dupes. 

The reader is requefted to bear in mind, that thefe 
letters were written in 1782, at a time when that 
immenfe deit of gratitude to France was accumulate 
' ing, which (he, and her parttfans here, have fince 
fo often thrown in our teeth, and which they would 
wifti us to pay at no lefsa price than oxxr fovereipity 
and independefue. Is it poffible that Tuch perjidiotif- 
nefs (hould have been rewarded with the fjleem and 
gratitude of Ainericans ! What ihamelefs eflfrontery 
muft it have required in the Minifters of France, 
wh& knew all thefe things^ to ftylc themfclves, and 
their nation, our " dear friends and allies ;" to af* 
fume to themfelves the merit of giving us indepefh 
dence // But the one half has not yet been told. 

The following extrafts from, and iummaries of, 
the original correfpondence of our Commiflioners, 
in the years ^1782 and 1783, and Monf. Gerard's 
private memorials to Congrefs, with the accompa- 
nying remarks, were made at Philadelphia, by a 
Member of Congrefs, a man of much penetration 
and refpe£tability, in 1783, while the points with 
France, and the general treaty of peace, were in 
dilcuflipn, and may b6 depended on as giving d 
f:orreflt view of thefe fubjeas. 

The Commiffioners, in xhtit joint letter, ffating the progrefs Of the 
^e^ociations for peace, and ihclofing the preliminary articles, fay^ 
'* As we had rea/on lo imagiiie that the articles refpeSing the hiOMin* 
riest the refugees^ and thefifiety^ did Hoi eorrejpoiftd nvith thffeelingt of 
fbis ^mt (mc^n^oj; France) we did pot comiqanicate the prelimiaa^ 
5 m. 
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ries to the Minifter until after they were (igned ; and not even then^ 
the feparate article. We hope that thefe confiderations will excufo 
our hariog fo far departed from the fptrit of our inftrud^ions." 

One of the Commifliooers, in bis letters, fays, that the Courts of 
FjRance and Spain* were oppofed to us, as to the iifhery, the bounda* 
ries, the Miffifippi, and the refugees, and ufed every means in theic 
power to deprive us of the three fomser, and to faddle us with the 
latter ; that the Count de Vergennes, and his confidential Secretary^ 
M. Raneval, whom he often employed to fpeak his fenciments, and 
carry his points, had repeatedly declared, that they thought the 
claims of the Britifh, for compenfation to the Tories, vjtxtjufl and 
politic; that every precedent was in their fa?QUT ; that it would be 
difgVaceful in Britain to relinquifh thofe claims ; and, that we 
ought to accede to them. 

Another CpmmiiGoner, in his letters, fays, that the Count de 
Vergennes and Raneval indited very (Irongly, that he (hould treat 
with Mr. Ofwald under his firft com million, alledging, that oar io'* 
dependence might be fecured by treaty; that Dr. F - was of the 
fame opinion with the Count and his Secretary, and wanted to begin 
the negociations with Mr. Ofwald under the firll commiflion ; bat 
that he (the Commiffioner writing) abfolutely refufed to do it; that 
the Count de Vergeiines and Raneval denied our having any rigbl 
to fuch extent of territory as we had claimed/and alfo to the fi&ery 
on the Banks, and advifed him by no means to infift on fuch claims ; 
alledging, that it was impoflible for Britain to accede to them ; that 
they inufted upon his treating with the Count de Aranda (the Spa* 
ni(h MijiiHer) without feeing his commiffion from the Court of 
Spain, or even aiking for it, alledging, that be had no right to do 
this, as Spain had not acknowledged our independence, though Spain 
was then defirous of treating with him under his commiHion froni 
the United States, as Independent States, which commsflion the 
Count de Aranda had feen, but refufed to (hew his commiffion, or 
to fay whether he had any or not ; that the Count de Vergennes and 
Raneval fopported the Spanijh claim, in oppojition to tkuru to a great 
part of the weftern and iouthern territory, and denied our having a 
right to the ufe of the Miinfippi, infixing upon it that we ought ta 
give up thofe claims, or that we mull not expecj^ a treaty with Spain* 
as (he certainly could not recede ; that Rant<val had even gone fo 
far as to prefent him with a «wriiten memoriai^, (gating the Spani(K 
right to that territor)r, and the exdufive navigation of the Mimfippfr* 
and denying our having ^ny right to either ; that, about the (ame 
time, Mr. Marbois's letter (already recited) made its appearance. 



♦ Spain, it appears, was intrigued into this^pofition by the 
Court of France. 
+ This Memorial was fcnt to Congiefs by one of our Commif- 

holding 
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holding up the fame ideas as Coaot de Vergennes andRaneval had 
been crging, as to otir claims to territory, the fifheries. &c. that 
Count de Vergennes communicated tb Mr. Fitzherbert, the BricilK 
Minifter to treat with France on peace^ the vl^ws of the Courts of 
France ahd Spaip', as to our claims, which Mu Fiizherbert fent to 
Ijord Shclburfae, as evidence that there was no iheceflity foi* the Bri- 
tifh Court to accede to our claims, thej^ not bcirife fppporte4 by 
thofe powers; this prevented their fending Mr. Ofw3d'a new com- 
miffion to treat with Mr. lay*. Thar, foon after this, the Cbutit 
de Vergennes and Count de Aranda, fearing that Mr. Ofwald ihigbt« 
by his importunity, prevail on Lord Shelburne to give him a new 
commiffion, and inftruflions to clofe with Mr. Jay's propoiitiOns, 
fent M. Raneval over to |x>ndon, to ffate to the Britifh Miniftry the 
fitoatioh of 'thin«, and prevent Mr. Ofwald focceeding in his ap- 
plication. Mr. Jay and Mr. Ofwald were foon acquainted with tne 
iniffion of M. Raneval, and the objedl of it ; they in cortfequcncc 
dircdMy fent off Mn Vaughan, to ftate to Ldrd Shejj^urne the bufi- 
nefs'of M. Raneval, and the views with wliich he wjis ftnt ; to (hew 
him (Lord Shelburne) that France and Spain wiOied to prevent 
Britain and Anoerica agreeing on terrtis, they being defittms of con- 
tinuing the war; and knowing that America was not bound to con- 
tinue it on her parr, after Britain (hould have acknowledged \iti in- 
dependence ; to convince him^ thait it was the intereH of Great Bri- 
tain to make peace with America on the terms propofed by Mr. Jay ; 
that the views of France were direftly oppofed to the interefts both 
of America and Britain ; and that if any attention was paid to the 
teprefentations of Raneval, France and Spain would probably efta- 
bhfh their own intereft, to the ruin both of Britain and Ametica. 
Mr. Vaughaki was well inftrUdied in tstiy point by Mr. Ofwald and 
Mr. jay ; his information fsttisfied Lord Shelburne, and anew con^ 
miffion, with proper^ ibftrd^ions, were fent to Mr. Ofwald. 

In another letter* this fame Commiflioner fays, that France in- 
tended, if polTible, to continue the war, and to keep America in- 
volved in it^ with a view to reduce and impoverilh both Britain and 
Americi^, as much as pofTibie : that if this could not be effeded, 
then to place America, by the peace, in a fituation as dependent upon 
her as fbe could : that, in order to this, (he intended to deprive us of 
the Bank-fi(hery; to i^raiten and harrow our limits; tu'faddleus 
with the refugees; to place the'Spanilh clofe to our larders on- one 
fide, and the Britifh on the tothcr. ' Thus circumftanced, France 
could eafiiy foment quarrels between America and Great Britain ^t 



♦ Mr. Jay was, at this time, confidered by the writer, as the only 
Anuruan Commiffioner for peace, then at Paris ; as Mr. Adams had 
not yet arrived from Holland, and Dr. Franklin was fo much in the 
French intereft, that he was not confulted on thofe points* which it 
was neceilary to conceal from Count de Vergennes. 

Spain, 
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Spftin. This would often reader ihe^r aid ne<^ary to America ; 
and by habituating her to look up to France for fupport and pro- 
lediion, and being able, in every inftance, to dipulate her own termf 
for the fupport (he might give, thp dependence of America upon 
France would have been cerjtaiu, or at lealt probable. 

The compenfatian to the Tories, and their admiffion into Ame- 
rica, were points which France mrged with great zefil and addrefs'^ 
for as the Tories were high Roy^jilts, Ihe expected to attach them 
to her intereft, and play them off againft the independent parry, 
jigreeably to M. Marbois's ideas: and if, by her infiuence, the pro- 
perty of the Tories had been by treaty ro be rfjftored, this wo«l<i 
iiave given her great weight in their minds,.anfl m^ide them devoted 
to her views. 

From thefe letrers it further appears, that if An?erica relied on 
the love of the Ftench for liberty and republicanifra. pr their at- 
tachment to Aiperica, or their diftnterefted difpofition to promote 
her welfare, (he would entirely lean on a broken i:eed, that would 
aiTuredly, one day or other, pierce her (ide ; witnefs Geneva, Cor- 
fi<^, &c. that Dr. Fr -n was with the French generally in opi- 
nion, and frequently urg^ the inflriiQions tq be governed by thc^ 
9dvii:e of that Court in their negpci^tions^ alledging, that it was ia 
confequenqe their duty to follow fuch advice. 
' When Mr. J. faw cleatly the views of the lfren<;h Court as !<> 
America, he determined to keep the negociations a fecret, though 
contrary to inftni^ions, elfe the intereds of America would, in his 
. opinion, have been ruined, 
' ' It appears from one of the Commiflioneiis' letters, that Mr. Rajoe- 
val, on' his rettirn from England, was much embarraifed when he 
found that it had been difcovered where he bad beetx ; for it wag. 
given out that he was gone into the country for 9 lew days ; and thaf 
he pretended after he faw our commiilioners were acquainted witl| 
his liaving been tl)ere, that he went pi^ purpofe to gain for America, 
tbofc very points which he and his principal. Count de Vergenncst 
had infilled upon being given up, as being without any juft ground, 
and u6rea(bnable for America to claim. He further pTetei^ded, that 
the dew (romroiflion and inftrudions to Mr. Qfwald were procure4 
by btsJdkbatiQnt in favour of America !!J 
'One of the Cominiflioners^ in a letter, fays, *' Mr. Fit^^h^bert 
{the Britilh Minifter) told me) that Count.de Vergennes had £fty 
timet reproached hiin for ceding the filheries^ and faid it was ruin- 
ing both thfe Britiih and Frencli commerce. Had we not iigned' the 
treaty before Frande, and comqiunicated ^'fhe Minifter tba; we were: 
teadv, he woald have faid that you qiyft not fign till we figii. Thif 
would have t^een a continuance of the war for another year at leaft., 
The peace depended on a day. Parliament had been waiting logg ; 
and. once prorogued, the Minifler was fo prelTed, be could not have 
met Parliament, and have kept his place, without an agreement 
npon termss at Ijcaft^ with Amcirica. If we had not Signed , the Mi- 
' ' 2 - . niltry 
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ntftry woald hare been changed, and the coalition come in ; and the 
whole world knows the Coalition would not have made peace on 
the prefent (lerms, and of courfe not at all this year. The iron tvas 
ftruck in thefenjo critical moments nvben it tvas rf a f¥»per beat* 

A letter from one of the Codkmiffioners to the Secretary of Fo- 
reign Affairs, of July 9, 1785, fays, " The Duke de ta Vauqaion 
and Mr. firontzen together, iaft Saturday, ~faid, •• if you bad not 
iigned when you did, we (hould not have (igned when we did.'* If 
they had not iigned when they did, D'£ftaing would have failed 
from Cadiz, and nobody in that cafe would have (ignedto this day. 
It is not poflible for men to be in more difagreeable circumftances 
than we were. We are none of us of principles or difpofitions to 
takepleafure in going againft your fentiments. Sir, much lefs thofe 
of Congrefs ; but, in this cafe, if we had not done it, oar country 
would have loft advantages beyond compenfation.'' Julj 10. 

" There is another point now in agitation, in which the French 
will never give us one good word : on the contrary, they witt fay 
every thing they can to perfuade the Engliih to deprive us of the 
trade of their Weft-India iflands. They have, already, by thpr 
emiflaries, been the chief caufe of the change of fentiments in 
London on this head againft us. Jn general, they fee with pain every 
appearance nf returning real and cordial friendjhip, fucb as may he per^ 
tnanent bet*voeen us and Great- Britain* On the contrary ^ they fee nuitb 
pleajure e*uery feed of contention betnveen m* The Tories aie an ex- 
cellent engine of mischief between us and them, and therefore very 
precious* Exclufion from the Weft- India iilands will be alfo an- 
other. I hold it to be the indifpenfable duty of my ftation not to 
conceal from Congrefs thefe truths. Do not let us be dupes under the 
idea of being grateful. Innumerable anecdotes happen daily to (hew 
that thefe ientiments are general. If therefore we have it in con- 
templation to avoid a future war with the Englifti, do not let us 
have too much confidence in the Fiench, that they will favour us in 
this view." 

From another letter : 

*' To talk of confidence in a general ftyie, in the French Cobrt, 
is to ufe a general language^ which may mean almoft any thing, or 
almoft nothing, To a certain degree, and as far as the treaties and 
engagements extend, I have as much confidence in the FieiKh Court 
as Congrefs has or even as /ou. Sir, appear to have. But if by con:- 
fid'ence in that Court is meant, ah opinion that they would advocate 
our right to the fifhery, territory, Miffifippi, oi the Refugees, I own 
I have no fuch confidence, nor never had. | muft, after what Ibave 
feen and heard« have bccA an idiot to have entertained the opi- 



nion I 



t»> 



From another letter : 
•« Nothing more is to be expedted by the definitive treaty. We 
can get no Birther ceflions from the Britiih, without paying more for 
it than vqu will get by it. Should the other po wen b^ te«iy >to figi\ 
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before us, and It is probable they will be, we mud adopt the provi- 
iional treaty as a definitive one.** 

«* The United States mud bear up the confederation. If they do 
not preferve and ftrengthen the union, we (hall be the fport of the 
European powers. Congrefs, or fome body, muft have the power t<5 
regulate trade, and of for.ning a navigation aft, or foreigners wilt 
run away with our earring trade, and we ftiall bea fct of cultivators 
for their benefit." ^ ' 

The comn^iffioners in one of their joint letters, fay, ** Webclievfe 
the French Minifler fo far our frknd as correfpQnds nuith his fyfletd 
for promoting the intereft and glory of France, God forbid we Ihculii 
ever facrifice our faith, &c. and may he forbid alfo, that we (hould 
ever be unmindful of our own dignity. Since ive have njfumed m. 
place in the political fyflemt let us morue like a V til MA KY, and not a 
htcotfiy AKY planet." 

Dr. Franklin, in one of his letters, fays, «• I do not fee that the 
Fench have any reafon.to complain of our keeping the treaty, and 
the feparate article, from them. Nothing was flipulated to their 
prejudice ; and foipe of the ftipulations were to have force, but by ai 
fubfequent ^ of their own. The nomination of five perfons as nC; 
gociators, feems to m'ark that Congrefs had fome dependence on onr 
joint judgment, fince one alone could have made a treaty by the di- 
reftion of the French Miniftry, as-well as twenty." 

In a letter of December 14, Dr. F. fays, «' We know this ConVt 
and Spain to be againft our claims to the weiVern territory ; and 
having no rcafon to think that lines [boundaries] favourable could 
ever have been obtained, wa finally agreed to thofe defcribed in thia 
article." 

Here follow the obfervations of the Member of 
Congrefs before mentioned, made at Philadelphia 
while the points were in difcuflfion. 1 relate thena 
in his own words and order. Made at the time 
they were, and under circumftances fo advantage- 
ous for knowing the truth, and with fuch authentic 
and full evidence to fupport them, his obfervations 
cannot fjjil to have great weight with all candid 
readers. 

Mof. Chevalier de Luzerne memorialized Congrefs lad year (1782J 
in favour of the -Tories, and endeavoured to prepare Congrels for 
the articles which they expe^ed to be able to infert in the treaty of 
peace, for making compenfation to, and admitting them into, our 
country and councils. The condu^ of the Chevalier, of Marbois. 
and the principal French charad^ers in America, was in conformity 
$0 this plsiOj endeavpuring to culdvate dn acquaintance dnd friend- 

ihip 
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iLfp between them and the Tories^ The loyal principles of fche To- 
ries, their fonduels for Royalty, their nuiD<:rous connedions and ac- 
quaintance, all thcfc made it an object of imporiauce to provide ior 
and fecure thofe people to the Fiench interell. For this purpofc, 
aitd to fecure other points, the French Miniftcr prefled Congrefs to 
give ihc difgracfful tnftruHiom to our Miiiifters, to be governed, ulti- 
mately by the French Court as to ilie lerais of peace. They feared 
chat at the peace an independent party wonid arife, which coold nut 
eaftly be nonaged by them. This appears from Marboii's letter, 
from the letters of our Coinmifliouers, and the declarations of C' unt 
de Vergennes at different times.. For this reafon they wifhed to 
itrengtheo their party, by attaching the Tories and their friends to 
their interefl; Could they have fecured to the Tories their confif- 
' cated eftates, or a compenfation for them, and a permanent cefidence 
in America, at a peiiod wlien the firitilh had given over all hopes 
of providing in that way for them, and when defpair, as to theic 
darling objecl, had feized the minds of the Tories themfrlves, fa 
that relloration might appear to have beeneffeded by the French 
lblcly» and that unmerited, there can be no doubt but the lories 
would have become the mod devoted tools to France. Count de 
Vergennes even went {<> far as to defire Mr. Adams to recommend 
|t to Congrefs to leave all the European a6^irs to the court of France, 
iuid attend only to the a£iirs of America at home. 
- Ofir CommiiTioners repeatedly fay, in different letters, that it was 
fp them very clear, that the Court of F'rance meant to prevent any 
pf the great pf>vver8 in Europe acknowledging our independence ; 
aii^ t|iat ife (hould obtain, by the peace, from Britain, nothing be- 
yond the point of naked independence ; and not even that, till the 
French inBuence was more firmly eftablifhed in America. They 
accordingly endeavoured to break off the negociations, in order to 
gain more tinie and means. Marbois recommended this to Count 
de Veigcnnes in his letter, intimating that the French influence was 
»ot fufficiently weighty fo have a general peace. Mr. J. in one let- 
fer, fays, ** W<b have more reafon to admire \\i<t p^ikme^ than to be 
fatisfied with the gexenfity of. our allies;" alluding (o the great re- 
iu^nce with which they furnifhed us with money, and the fteadl- 
turfs with which they purfuied their great objedh. 

llie condu^ of the French, dnnng the negotiation for peace, 
appears clearly t6 have been-f>art of a fyftem, formed as early as 
1778,* by that court, to prevent bur becoming independent of, and 
uhinanageable by them after a peace. They appear to have appre- 
^endcj^ ihat if our claims as. to independence, oy preliminary, ter- 
vjtortya filhery, &c. (hould he obtained by us, we (hould fooii 
throw off our dependence on thenit and learn to think and a6l for 
ourfclves. They accordingly began to guard againil: this evil to 
tfaiem, by the terms of the treaty of alliance made in 1778, and by 
taking proper meafures to have our Minillers dependent upon them; 
and their indrudUoos fuch that ^le French Minille($ might h^veit 
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jh their power to determine what points America (hould infift upon 
at the treaty for peace ; and of coiiir(e what the terms of that treaty, 
as to America, ihould be* For this purpofe, they, by their in- 
fluence, procured Dr. Franklin to be appointed foU Miiiifter at tht 
Court of France. Tliis gave them a good chance of his being the 
fole Miniiler for negotiating peace, which mud have as efTe^tuaily 
fecured to them all their views, as if the Count de Vergenoes had 
been the fole Negotiator. 

In proof tha^ the Court of France had long ago determined on 
the plan they purfued at the negotiation, and that they have all 
along .been preparing Congrefs for their purpofes, we need only at« 
tend to the mepiorial of Monfieur Gerard, and his communicaiioni 
from his court, in 1779, as they ftand upod ^\^ fecret jourojls of 
Congrefs. He fays, that ** his mafter was highly pleafed with 
Congrefs, for having made Dr. Franklin the alone Miniftcr tohis 
court, who was a gentleman remarkable for his integrity, bis abi- 
lities, and difpoiicion to conciliate ; he coniidered it as a new evi- 
dence of tlie difpofition of Congrefs to oblige the King, and ce* 
^ment the alliance.** 

He further fays, that ** the publication of the treaty by Congre(i 
was improper and unprecedented ; his mafter, however, was not 
angry at It, fince it was only difcovering to the world how ^Wand 
^enerws he had been to undertake our defence, tvithota auy regard 
to hit own intereft; and (hewed what a difinterejied attachment he 
bad to America and the liberties of mankind, and of courfe the 
high obligations he had conferred upon America J' He fays alfo, that 
■* Congrefs (hould give their Minifter at the Court of Spain, direc- 
tions to make the mod liberal propofitions to her, to induce her to 
acknowledge our independence, and to mediate for us, if a peace 
is on the tapis ; and if the war is to continue, to take a part with 
us. For this purpofe, great ceifions of territory, &c. were nece(rary ; 
that our Minifters for negotiating peace (hould be inftru^ed to in* 
lift upon no points, but luch as France (hould advife to ; that no 
preliminaries (hould be unconditionally in(ifted upon, not even ini- 
dependence; that it might fo happjcn, as that to have it only tacitljr 
acknowledged in the treaty, wouVd be moft prudent, according to 
the circumltances at the time ; that fucli an acknowledgement would 
anfwer every purpofe to us, as France wpuld then Ma guarantee 
thereto, as flie was to Switzerland, Geneva," &c. 

France forefeeing it might be nece(rary, from circcimftanGes, to 
have the American independence reft upon that ground, (the ground 
on which Switzerland and Geneva held theirs) the %\\i article in 
the treaty of alliance, eventual and defenfive, was formed fo as that 
France might judge herfelf whether to infift upon a preiuousand 
estprefs acknowledgement of our independence, or only a tacit one*^ 

* This article of the treaty runs thust " They mutually engage pot to lay 
^owo their arms until the Independence o£ the United Stales £^11 have been 
JtirmtUy or toMy afTurcd," &c. 

which 
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uhich was undoubtedly intended to put Anienca abfolutely in lier 
power. Fromallthis it is clear, that France had determined on 
the line of policy which (he in ilfa purfiied at the negotiation for 
peace, as \oi\g ago as when the treaty of alliance was formed i and 
that Mbnl. Gerrard was preparing matters to carry it into effeft 
in 1779- The faft is, ^<r intendi^^d efftQually to Jeparate us from 
Great Britain^ hut never meant that America Jhmld be entinly mde' 
fendent ofherfdfn 

The cxrraft from Mr. Gerrard *s reprcleutation, which follows, was 
obtained after writing the above, and will (hew that Congreft naufl: 
have fcen the i)olicy of France as long' ago as July, 1779^ ^^^ ^^^ 
they afterwards gave thofc famous inftru6ions to our Minifters. 
' After ftating to Congrefs the lituntion of things in Europe, and 
the then profpeA of obtaining peace through the mediation of 
Spain, ana the necellity of having the American Miniflers, cm- 
powered to make peace, he fays he had dated thefc things to Con- 
grefs, ** that they may, if they think proper, take under confide- 
tation, if it would not be expedient to give their Plenipotentiary* 
Snftrufiions and full powers, founded upon the ncceffity of circuiD- 
fiances and the treaty of alliance, the exprcfs and formal terms of 
which (hall be, that peace (hall nor be made without an exprefs or 
tacit acknowledgement of the fovereignty, and confequcntly, afor- 
tiori, of the rights inherent in fovereignty, as well as of the inde- 
pendence of the United States, in matters of government and com- 
merce. This fubftantial alternative in an engagement, which is a 
mere gratuitous gift, without any compenfation or ftipulation^ 
ought indeed never to be forgotten in a jnegotiation for peace* 
France forefaw the extreme diftculties a formal and explicit acknow- 
ledgment might meet with. It was only obtained by Holland ta- 
citly, after a war of thirty years, and explicitly after a refiftance of 
ieventy. To this day, Geneva and the Swift Cantons have ob- 
fained no renunciation or acknowledgement, either tacit or fbnpa)^ 
from their former fovereigns ; but they enjoy their fovereignty and 
independence only under the guarrantee of France* His court thought 
it important that difficnlties of this natuce, which rejide only in luords^ 
America from enjoying the thing itfelf. From thefe confidcration$ ' 
aroie the very important and explicit (lipulations in the treaty whicb 
he had juft now related, and which had received the (an^ion of the 
fJnited Slates ; and it remains with the prudence of Congrefs to 
examine^ whether inlirudiioos upon (broe particular points may not 
fruftrare ihQ falutary purpofe of the treaty of aHiance« relative to % 
tacit acknowledgment which the (ituation of affairs may requi^/* 
'Iht/alutafy furpo/e of that treaty was, beyond all doubt, to fepa- 
rate America from Britain, and to keep her dependent, on France 
for her liberty and exigence as a natioii. 

The foregoing repre(en tation was made, by Monf. Gerrard, at a 
time when Congres were about inftruAing their Minifters as to 

• Dr. Franklin, ^ . 

the 
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the terms of peace, there being then a profpcft of a negotiation under 
the mediation bf Spain : and it was evidently intended to prevent 
Congrefs from giving any inftruftions to their Minifters which 
might obftrucl the views of France ; to have our independence only 
tacitly. acknowledged by the treaty, and dependent altogether upon 
ihe gqaraocee of France. This would have placed America m a 
iituatioh fo humiliatin|^, fo dependent, as to have deprived us of 
all the great advantages that we now fucceed to by the treaty. 
Congrefs were fo embarraffed by that reprefentation« and the i in- 
fluence of the French over many of the members, that they fpent 
nearly tiuo ytars debating upon, and altering the inftruftions to 
their Miniflers. Motion after motion was made, and amendment 
after amendment propofed ; month after month, and year after year 
pafled away, till finally, in 1782, the French Minifter obtained fuch 
inilruclions to the American minifiers as he wiihed, fuch as he fup- 
pofed would anfwer their purpofe, and enable the French Court to 
fettle the terms for America. But theviW^f and tht firmw/s of 
Meflrs. Adams and J ay defeated their views ; and though fettered 
with one colleague who was devoted to France, and, as far as 
he could, promoted her intereft in oppoiition to that of America^ 
they, notwithftanding all thefe embarrafrtnents, gained by the treaty 
every important point fpr America i and immortal gn thefa^es of our 
hjfioty be to their refpeSfd names* 

The inftrud^ions finally given to our minifters were agreeable to 
the foregokig extrad*, which was the v lad amendment made to 
them, and. was propofed by Monf. Gerrard to a committee of Con- 
giefs, appointed to confer with him on the fubjedl, and by them 
reported to Congrefs as a neceilary amendment ! ! 

Here end the remarks of the forementioned 
member of Congrefs. Further proof of the exift- 
cnce of French intrigue and influence in this coun- 
try, is contained in the following extracts of ori- 
ginal letters from a member ot Congrefs to his 
friends in the Eaftern States^ written at Philadel- 
phia, in 1783. 

** It kasa tiiefe are iame aooiif jroa, who openly approve the 
condu^ df France during the negociatioBs i<x peace^ ind condemn 
tfaecondnd of our minlften. This I expeded, or elfe that they . 
would idesy the whole, and rdy upon their own efffontety t« carry 
it throogb. The French have cerkiinfy their pariijam among jou, and 
'oidem onettoo. The divulging their imriguts, lendemi it neceffiuy 
for them- to adopt one of tbofe lines of condadl* Their money and 
^Mxfiatterji, both which they ufe, may gain them ibme ai^i^e de«> 

— '* ■ — ■ 

* See Naic OB p. 244. 
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voted tools ; but if the body of the people fuflfer themfelvei^ to III 
duped by them, they deferve to be the fervant of fervants for cver!^ 

•* I RXPECT you are not aware that their influence will be ex- 
erted to encourage the Oppofition to the 4th, 5th, and 6th articled 
of the treaty *• Their objeft now is to prevent that tieaty from 
taking efFd; to keep Britain and us ftilt at varianfce; to promote 
divilions both here and in England, the more effediually'to keep ui 
dependent on themfelves. That this is their policy, and that tneif 
engines are all at work, I thitik vciy evident from a gteat variety of 
clrcumftances ; and an attention to their fofmef conduft will (hew; 
that the fame views, the fame principles of f>olicy, which induced 
tlie foriiier, will lead them to the latter. There partifah^ here, 
both in arid out of office, are highly pleafed at the ridng fermenta- 
tion, at tlie appearance of general confuflon. They are oppofed to 
every meafure that would look like dn attempt to check the popular 
tide* 

** I find but fei^ people who are fufficiently attentive! to, and jea- 
lous for, thefe times and fuch intriguing (birit^. I have fuggdleil 
my ideas to fome, who appeared alarmed^ but could not beCev^ 
that fuch duplicity could be pra^ifed* It is, iti their opinion, too 
deep, too hazardous ^ game, and too inimical for 2i friend to play* 
For my part, I look firft for the intereft of a nation; having ibund 
where that lies, I always expedl them to purfue it« let the appear^ 
mnces be as they may." 

'• In truth, the French did not intend a peace, but were furpriasnl 
into it. The Count de Vergennes, when he politehr cbnfentcld thrf 
the Americaii Commiffioners (hould meet Mr. Ofwald, relied wholly 
on the reftri^lions he conceived them to be under, of recurring to 
him for advice ; well knowing that In every fuch recurfenice, he 
would have it in his power to defeat the f^gotiation. ^At exposed 
too, that fufficient oblhrudlions would necefiarily arife on the part 
of the Britiih, efpecially as be himfelf encouraged them. He intended 
to have dragged America through another campaign at leaft : ah J 
inftead of leaving her in clrcumftances from which fhe woutd rift 
and make a figure, he meant that fhe (hould be fo fettered with em* 
barradments, that (he muft have continued in a large degree depend^ 
ent on France. Had this been the cafe^ the political connexioil 
with that nation might have been indiflblnble* It is to the CbuntV 
miftake of the chara^rs of the American Commiffionen, that we 
are, in fome meafure, indebted for the prefent pacification*^ \iA 
he fuppofed they would have dared to conf^rue tneir inftmdibna vat 
the liberal manner they have done* he afluredty would never havt^ 
trofted them with the opportunity. Mr. Ofwald, it appears, confi* 
deied the intereft of the two countries in the fame light with Mr;; 
Adams and Mr. Jay ; every effay of the French, therefore, to divert 

• Of 1783. 
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him from the purpofe, was vain and fruitlefs. But jpeacci however 
grateful it is to. the many, ^aufes great chagrin to Tome in public 
fife. We have a junto here fo completely enUfted in the French ftir- 
i3ic€i and fo clofely attached to them by fomc in'vifihle tie^ that I 
almoft defpair of feeing a feparation. Thefe men, like thofe whoni 
they ferve, have it now in view to deprive us of thofe iheftimable 
advantages, which, if we aft wifely, muft refult to us from th^ 
peace. Their object is, to prevent' oar forming any commercial 
connexion with any Europcanpower, other than Spain and Sweden, 
thefe courts being entirely under the French management. To this 
end, they have prefled the recal of Meflrs. Dana, Adams, &c. and 
have urged that inftruclions fhould be given to enter into no treaty, 
or even converfation, on the fubjeft. — Mr. Dana might have fini(hed 
^vtty advantageous treaty long ago, bai for the French Minijier^ 
whom he was bound to- obey. Every oppolition from the ianie 
(jaarter was made to Mr. Adams in Holland ; and it was their po<«^ 
licy which fo exceedingly embarrafled Mn Jay at the Court of 
Madrid. In a word, it is clear, by the advices from all our Mi- 
nifters, except Dr. Franklin, that they oppofe oiir connexion with , 
any power but themfelves. They meant to fave usj hut it twos ia 

/Afw/^/«i;^/,^»</ FOR THEIR OWN USE. 

" We arc now told, that .they arc juftjy entitled to a monopoly ot 
bar tobacco trade; that it isthefmalleft compenfation we can make 
for their kindnefs and their expence iir faving us; and that their far- 
mers have made arrangements, counting on the benefits to ariie 
from this exclufive trade. But (hall we give ourfelves 4]p in this 
inannerl Shall we negled to avail ourfelves of the advantages within 
oor reach ? Shall the great Council of America difcover lefs kno9v- 
Icdgeand lefs virtue than their fcrvants have done in every- line and 
every* chara^er ? Shall they^ at this ftaee of the bttfinefs, be the 
firfl to betray or relinquilh the intereft of their country i God for- 
bid I For the honor of America^ 1 hope it cannot happen. Our 
true intereji conjifts in avoiding too chfe a connexion <wiih any nation^ 
and by ajufi and pacific policy to derive' commercial benefits from all : 
and I truft there is ftill a majority In Congrefs who think with me, 
andiuho, preferring the interefis of this country to that of any other ^ will 
purfue thofe meafures that promife the advancement of it. 

April, 1785. 

** I am told, that at Bofton the fetters are playing oflF the re- 
fugee article againft the Commiflioners. Thus ^he French willlec 
no man maintain his ground who flands in their way. It is, how- 
ever, a game I expef^ed they would play ; and yet is the more 
wicked and unpardonable^ whep we know that Vergennes catifed the 
infection of that article himfelf and did it tpo for the purpofe of 
embarraiSng »/ .' that this was the motive, cannot bejoubted, from 
the ufe that is now made of it by his emiifaries in this country* 
Would not the ani)unciataon of this fiift guard the public from any 
further impofition \ Could any evil arife from its being known at 
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this time ? It would be doing the public an eflential fervice, and 
would refcue fome of the bell charaders from unmerited abufe, 

Maj, 1785. 

•* It is time that Maffachufetts changed her policyas to refugee*. 
Several of the States will receive any and every body; and it will 
at laft be found to be the didate of found policy, and a regard to 
our own intereft, to admit all who are not remarkably rancorous 
and adive againd us. 

•• I have men*^ioned to you the •**'s peace cftablifhmenr, the 
formation of a navy, and other favourite projed^s of the Finan- 
cier, and his followers and adherents ; but thefe propofitions ought 
to be rejefied by Congrefs, and I think they will, though they will 
be backed by that influence which I have already defcribed as being 
far too great, A thorough underftanding betwixt the French Mi- 
nifter, ?he Spanirti Agent, and fome of the wealthier citizens of 
this place, forms a phalanx that attacks with great force; and when 
their whole efforts are brought to a point, and theij numerous de- 
pendants are brought fonh to ad)ion, they are almoil irreiiftible. 
It is their pra^^ice to bunt down every man that cannot be brought 
bver to their views : and fo many engines arc fet at work to deprcfs 
every individual oppofer, that a man muft have more than a comjoon 
Ihare of good fortune to efcape them ; fo that an independent fpirit 
here is in a conftant date of warfare. 1 find it difficult to he nvell 
with thefe people, and at the fame time aft honeftly ; but as I am 
nof cafily difcompofed, I am determined they (hall finally refpeft 
me in fpite of themfelres. 

7»^ 2 1,1785. 

** Maffachufetts appears to be in a great fermentation ; parties 
run very high there, and violent meafures are purfuing. The 
French inierelt is united with the •**, and •♦* is their leader; 
and it is well known to you, that he will be ftopped by no prin- 
ciple or confideration. The commutation with the army, and the 
refugee articles in the treaty, pre made ufe of to inflame the people; 
and K muil be allowed the inilruments are well chofen, as no others 
could be ufcd w4th equal fuccefs. 

" The Chevalier de Luzerne had the firft notice here of tho 
Ttenv delegation^ and difcovers the highcft fatibfaftion with it; indeed 
he had no fmall lliare in producing it. He found it neceffary to 
remove the men who thwarted his defigns. The fame parties arc 
united againft Mr. J.- Adams, and intend to run him down as foon 
as he arrives (from Europe). Great eflx^rts are making to render 
him unpopular, and the peace reprobated. The French have two 
points in view ; to weaken us by internal diffenlions, and to pre- 
vent fuch a conciliation with the firitiQi as may be the ground of 
any future ufeful connexion with them. In allthis, their conduft 
\% natural-, and (for the difciples of Machiavel} perfeftly right. 
In purfuing their own intcrel^, they muft keep us as dependent as 
poffible." - 
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If the propofition, which the preceding fafts tend 
to eftablifh, viz. that the conduft of the Govern- 
tnent of France towards this country, ever fince 
the commencement of our connexion with that 
nation, has been a feries of felfiOi cunning, maflced 
with the name of friendftiip, needed any further 
confirmation, it might be added, that the thing is, 
in itfelf, fo very probable, as hardly to require any 
proof; and that the opinion which once prevailed 
m America, that the French had been the faithful 
protedtors of our independence, and generous al- 
lies, and therefore entitled to our unceafing grati- 
tude, is fo incredible, that nothing but the wonder- 
working intrigue of the French cabinet could ever 
have given it currency. 

Laying afide for a moment all the evidence 
which has been exhibited, let us examine the paft 
ftate of things, and alk ourfelves, whether any 
other conduft, on the part of France, ought to 
have been expefled by us. In the beginjiing of 
our revolutionary war, the defpotic government of 
this nation faw their ancient and hated enemy, Bri- 
tain j torn by domeftic diffentions; her American co- 
lonies, which had grown up to formidable ftrength, 
in a ftate of revolt, ftruggling to eftablifh an inde- 
pendent iepuklky founded on principles of civil li- 
ierty. . France too, it ought here to be remembered, 
had for many years pofleffed colonies in America, 
and had maintained long, expenfive, and bloody 
wars in their defence, and that too againft the 
very people whgfe caufe they had notv efpoufed 
with fuch high pretenfions of friendftiip. What 
muft ncceflarily have been Xh^ feelings and wijfics of 
fuch a government, fo iituated oq contemplating 
fuch a fcene ? Any man, not blinded by prejudice, 
muft at once anfwer, feelifigs muft have beenyoy at 
this fronvulfion and difmemberment of the empire 
of their habitual and formidable enemy ; but hatted^ 

R 2 jealoufy^ 
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jealousy dr contempt for thofe republican principlis ad- 
vocated by the colonifts, and which, in the opi- 
nion of Frenchmen themfelves, have fince proved 
the bane of their monarchy. Their wiflies muft 
have been to encourage and aid the Americans to 
weaken their old enemy, to prolong, widen, and 
aggravate the breach between Britain and her co- 
lonies, and to render a reconciliation impoffible^ 
The independence of America, whith would de- 
prive Britain of an arm of great and increafing 
ftrength, would neceflaiily be' a defirable objefil. 
France, proverbial for her ambition and her in- 
trigues, would wilh further, if it were poffible, to 
take America to herfelf ; but (he well knew it 
would be impoflible to perfuade the colonifts of 
Englafid to abandon their *idea of independence, 
their love of liberty, and their former habits, and 
confent to change allegiance only, and become 
dependent on a nation whofe cruelties and perfidy, 
in recent wars on their frontiers, many of them 
had experienced, and moft of them muft have too 
well remembered. In fuch a ftate of things, what 
muft have been the policy of fuch a- government as 
the French then had ? Undoubtedly to do all they 
could'to aggrandize their own country y to render 
America nominally independent, but aEtually dependent 
on France ; to manage the profitable American 
trade for their own benefit; and for this purpofe, 
to influence her legiflative councils ; to curtail the 
limits and refources of America, and keep her 
weak, that Ihe might always need France as a pro- 
tefl:or ; to perpetuate the old confederation, which 
(he faw was totally defeftive in energy to preferve 
the union of the States, or to combine the national 
force ; to kindle and cherifli popular prejudices 
againft wife and faithful. rulers, and their meafures, 
and thus to weaken the country by divifions, and 
its government by the lofs of public confidence; 

to 
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to deceive the people, honeft and unfufpefting, 
into gratitude for pretended benefits ; and to bind 
lis to France by political ties, which would enable 
her to make war and peace for us. If thefe things 
could be efFefted, France would then have all the 
advantages from America, the name of empire over 
her excepted, which a naked change of allegiance 
from England to herfelf could have given her. 
This courfe, which a difcerning politician might 
have eafily predifted from exifling circumftances, 
France has in faft purfued. 

During the unpromifing ftate of American af- 
fairs, in 1776 and 1777, we could obtain no other 
aid from France than fmall fums of money, reluc- 
tantly'*^ and fecretly given, and afterwards formally 
denied to the Britilh Minifter. As our ftrength and 
determination to be independent increafed, and 
when fuccefs crowned our arms at Trenton, and 
in the capture of Gen. Burgoyne's army, (he began 
to have fome confidence in our fuecefs; and in 
1778, when independence, under the guiding and 
protcfMng hand of Providence, which had con- 
idufted us thus far, was in our power, ftie made a 
treaty of alliance, with the United States; and 
taking advantage of our unfufpicious confidence, 
and our peculiar fituation, by one article of it, flie 
bound us to guarantee the poffeflions of France in 



* <* We have more reafon to admire the patience^ than to be fa- 
tisfied with the generofitj of our allies." See p. 252. 

It ought to be mentioned, however, that in the fpring of 1776, 
the fum of two intndrfd thott/and pounds, is money, arms, and arn- 
munition, was raifed in France by fubjcription^ as a prefent to Ame-> 
rica. Bat Mr. Beaumarchais, a French merchant, through whofe 
hands the articles fubfcribcd were remitted, had the addrefs, by 
h« agent, Mr. Francey^ to make Congrcfs pay for them. [Gor- ' 
doq's Hift. Rev. vol. iii. p. 219.] A correft account of the man- 
ner in which our debt to France was accumulated, would be a ufc- 
fiil piece of information. It is believed that this, and every other 
fpecies of debt, have been amply paid, 

the 
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the Weft Indies. The advantage of this to her^ 
as a mere guarantee coujd be nothing, as the Weft- 
India iflands needed a fleet for their proteflion, 
which (he had, and we bad not. The true objeQ: 
undoubtedly was, to put it in her power to draw 
us into all her wars, which was the natural ten* 
dency of this ftipulation, as it was a gefieral gua-^ 
rantee, not an engagement for a certain number 
of fliips, n>en, or fupplies, but an obligation, to fulfil 
which, might, and probably would, call forth all 
our ftrength and refources in every French war. 
In return for this, France guaranteed to the United 
States their independence^ which was already fafe, 
and which the former had the deepeft intereft in 
preferving. The 8th article of this treaty was alfo 
exprefsly defigned to impair our refpeftability, and 
to fecure our dependence on France*. 

Thus the friend/hip , of which the French parti-. 
fans have boafted fo much, began to unfold itfelf. 
Wheji the war was drawing tc a clofe, and peace 
was to be made, hypocrify, in' every footttep, as 
we have already feen, difgraces their national cha- 
rafter. They intrigued, and, in moft inftances, 
with efFeft, to prevent the acknowledgment of our 
independence by other nations, in order to have 
this favour peculiar to themfelves, and to keep us 
dependent on them alone. By intriguing in Con-r 
grefs, and out of doors, they obtained the truly 
wonderful inftruftions to our commiflioners, that 
independent America fhould make fuch a peace only 
as France Jhould dire£l ! This generous and unlimited 
confidence was abufed by the French, in exerting 
to the utmoft their diplomatic fkill, to deprive us 
of the fifheries, the weftern territory, and the Mif- 
fiflTippi, left we fhould grow rich and powerful^ 
and be induced to throw oflF their guardianfhip. 

* See this more fully explained, p^ 253 and 254. 

5 They 
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They attempted to compel us to agree to the re- 
turn of the Tories, and to compenfate them for 
their confifcated eftates, evidently for purpofes 
hoftile to our tranquillity. They obtained a.n in- 
fluence in our Congrefs, before the exiftence of the 
prefent government, vifible to many of its members, 
and extremely injurious to our interefts. 

Thus have we traced, fummarily, the line of 
conduft purfued towards the United States by the 
French monarchy \ and it certainly; affords full proof 
of the veracity of the National Convention in one 
inftance, and that is, when in an honejl moment, or 
more probably when refentment againft the old Go- 
vernment got the afcendancy os^x political prudence^ 
they declared that ^^ the fupport offered by France to . 
the United States in the Jiruggle for independence^ was 

ONLY THE FRUIT OF A BASE SPECULATION; that 

our glory offended their ambitious views ^ and that 

TH-EIR AMBASSADORS BORE THE CRIMINAL OR- 
tPEKSOF STOPPING THE CAREER OF OUR PROS- 
PERITY." 

In what ways the French Ambafladors, during 
the monarchy, executed their criminal orders in 
*^ flopping the career of our profperity," may be 
Jearned in part from the preceding fa6ls and obfer- 
vations. That France appointed able men, who 
would be faithful to their truft, ought not to be 
doubted ; and there is little reafon to doubt, that 
the injurious, effefts of their efforts among us have 
been very great. The difunion. among the States, 
which prevailed after the peace, which often wore 
a threatening afpeft on our independence, and even 
our national- exiftence ; the total lofs of public cre- 
dit ; the imbegility of the confederation ; the pre- 
valence of diforganizing principles, which, in one 
inftance *, generated an alarming infurreftion ; the 

* jyiaflachufetta, 

divifions 
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divifions in the old Congrefs, and the loofe, demor 
cratic politics of fome of its members ; the violent 
oppofition made to the adoption of an efficient go- 
vernment, in the Federal Conftitution, by which 
thefe evils, which were weakening and ruining us, 
might be remedied: all thefe things tended to 
^^Jop the career of our profperity ;" and whether they 
were in any degree excited and cheriflied by the 
intrigues and influence of France, or not, were cer- 
tainly confonant to her policy, gratifying to her 
w^iflies, and, if we may credit the National Con- 
vention, agreeable to the inftruftions of her Am- 
baffadors. 

Does any afk, whether regenerated France, (as 
that confufion of principles y now exifting there, has 
been moft profanely termed) has not been more 
friendly? I anfwer, The revolutionary Govern- 
ment, £^s we have juft remarked, has confeJJedAo us, 
in lively colors, the duplicity and bafenefs of the 
former policy towards the United States ; but re- 
pentance and reformation have not followed confeffion. 
On the contrary, they have outdone their prede- 
ceflbrs in nothing fo much as in their duplicity* and 
fraud. The " little finger'^ of the Republic has been 
found " thicker than the loins^* of' the Mmarchy. 
This " chaftifed us with wbrps^'' that with^^yirar- 
pionsT ' ' " 

The 



* One inftance of their duplicity, little known, but well authen« 
ticated, ought here to be noticed. Mr, Adct, in his famous offi- 
cial note to the Secretary of State,. more commonly and properly 
ftyled, his afj>eal to the American f^oplt, publi(hed Nov, 5, I796» 
among other topics, by which he attempts to excite their uneafiners 
with the Governmtiht of their country, charges it (the Government) 
With " cjiiding the amicahle mediation of the French Republic for 
breaking the chains of the American pri(bners at AlgUn" It is a 
faS, I declare it on unqueftionahle authority, chat at the very time 
we were relying on jthe French for xhtit promi/ed friendly ?aA in 
making a treaty with the Dsy of Algiers, and obtaining the libe- 
^ < ■ ' - ^atio^ 
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The American Government, of all the nations, 
firft acknowledged the French Republic ; and the 
people, from Maine to Georgia, rejoiced in her 
viftories. We have (hut our eyes againft her ex- 
cefles; have apologized for her crimes; and fo 
blinded have we been by our partialities, fo un- 
willing to believe her capable of meditating our 
injury, under the garb of friendfliip, that evidence 
of her unfriendly views towards us, which would 
have produced mil conviflion in unbiaffed minds, 
barely, for a long time, excited reluftant fufpicioa 
in us. We have granted indulgences to her prizes, 
which our treaty did not warrant; and in doing it, 
have hazarded a war with Britain; and our em- 
bargo a£t was infringed to preferve her from fa- 
mine, France, in return for all thefe afts of real 
friendfliip, has fent us Genet to affume the foye- 
reignty of the United States; to levy troops in its 
territory to aft againft a nation with whom we 
were at peace, and to inftitute fecret, diforganizing 
clubs*, fubverfive of the peace and liberties of our 

country. 

ration of our unhappy countrymen from the moft deplorable flavery, 
the French didohftruH our negociaiions ; did encourage the Dsr to make 
demands (already enormous) too high to be complied tuiih ; and by other 
artifices, endeavoured to [prevent a treaty, and the accompliihmenc 
of the bumatte ohjeBs of our government. There is good reafon ta 
believe that the treaty, now exifting, would not have been con- 
cluded, if it had not happened 10 have been done 'without the agency 
or privity of the French Con/ul, whom our Commiffiooer was di« 
reeled to confult. 

* The Jacohin€l;JfSt infHtuted by Genet> were a formidable en- 
gine for the accomplilhment of the defigns of France to fubjugate 
and govern this country. They ftarted into exigence by a kind 
of magic influence, in all parts of the United States, from Geor- 
gia to New-Hampihire ; and being linked together by corref- 
pondence, by conilitutional ties, and, if I have been corre£lly 
informed, by oaths, after the manner of the focieties of the Ilk* 
minati in Europe, they aded upon one plan, in concert, and with 
an ultimate reference to the fame grand objedls. '^y means of 
their difperiion and intimate iptercourfe, t^ir diforganizing prior 
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country. Upon the complaint of our Government 
aginft him, he was recalled ; and Faucbet was fent 

to 

ciples and meafures were eafil/ diiTeminated throujjrh the country^ 
and the French ^arry organized* marfhalled* and intruded how 
to a6l againft our own government, in favour of France. 

The leading members in thefe clubs ^ who fojfeffed the secret, 
of which Fanchet, in his intercepted letter, are known to have 
beeen uniformly devoted to the interefts of France, and in the 
confidence of her miniilers and agents in this country. And there 
is reafon to believe their intention was, in union with France, to 
produce a '* general exphfion'C^ or, in other \\ords, a re'uolution in 
car country, and to put it under the guardianlhip of France^ as 
Holland, Geneva, and Switzerland have fince been, by her parti- 
sans in thofe republics. But our Government, vigilant and dif- 
cerning, difcovered their deep deiigns, and frowned upon and 
defeated them. Thefe focieties have 'fince ceafed openly to ad; 
but, like their parent fociety in Bavaria, which, when fupprefied 
under one form, was foon revived again under the name of the 
German Vnion^ and purfued, with renewed vigour, the fame ob-r 
jeds ; fo the Jacobin Clubs, finding it unpopular to ad under that 
name, have lately been revived under the title of the American 
Society of United Irijhmen, which appears to be formed on fimilap 
principles, and for the fame purpofes. 

The fimilarity in the movements, the principles, and views of 
the Illuminatit and the Jccieties which we have mentioned, render 
it highly probable that the latter are the genunie o^pring of the 
former. Their connexion, indeed, can oe traced, with the evi- 
dence of probability, if not of certainty. FrofefTor Roblfon af. 
ferts, upon- credible evidence, that the Jacobin Club at Paris 
was formed by the advice, aad under the diredion, of fome 
German deputies, from the fociety of the Jlluminati, who, by 
requeft of Mirabeau and others, came to Paris in 1788, to illu- 
minate the Great National Lodge of Free Mafons in that city. 
*' The firft proceeding (fays the Profeflbr) by the advice of thefe 
deputies, was the formation of a political committee in every 
lodge. This committee corrcfponded with the diflant lodges, 
and in it were difcuflTed all the political principles which were to 
be inculcated on the members. The author of the Neu/lt Ar^ 
heitung fays exprefsly, that ** he was thoroughly intruded in 
this ; that it was given in charge to thefe committees to frame 
general rules, and to carry through the great plan of a general 
e'vertttr.ning of religion and government** The principal leaders 
of the fubiequent revolution were members of thefe committees. 
Here were the plans laid, and they were tranfmitted through the 
kingdom by the correiponding committees. Thefe committees 
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to bribe and corrupt oiir public officers ; to con- 
du£l the confpiracy againft our Government ; to pre- 
pare and arrange the materials for a " generel ex^ 



arofe from the lUuminati in Bavaria, who had by no means given 
over'working ; and thefe commiitees produced the Jacobin Cluh*^ 
which, there is little reafon to doubt, in turn, by the inllrumen- 
tality of Genet, produced the Jacobin facieties in America, between 
which, and the mother club at Paris, there was a flrong refem- 
blance, and a clofe correfpondence. 

Another circaoftance which renders it probable, that the lead- 
ing members and abettors of the Jacobin focieties a6led in con- 
cert, and under the direftion of, the lUuminati in Europe, is, that 
they have been the chief difleminators, in this country, of the 
demoralising principles of the lUuminati , and the circulators of 
thofe publications which are defigned to bring into difcredit ani 
contempt the Chriftian religion. « 

The illuminated French Revolationi(!s well knew that thejr 
could not extenfively circulate their principles in America, fo long 
as we retained our reverence for Chridianity, its inilitutions, and 
its morals. They knew, that, in order to fecare our cordial 
friendfhipj and co-operation in their impious defigns upon the 
moral .^nd political world, they muil make us as impious, as un- 
principled, and. immoral, as themfelves. For this purpofe they 
fent over Volney^ among other philofophifts, to ** fap the foun- 
dation of morality i by eftablilhing expediency y as an univerfal rule 
of right ;" and employed Thomas Paine to •' wound religion by 
<he fhafts of wit and ridicule." 

The philofophifts and revolutionifts of France appear to have 
a6led upon the maxim of Thomas Paine, '•* that an army of prin^ 
^iples will penetrate where an army of foldiers cannot. It is 
neither the Rhine, (he fays) the channel, nor ^he ocean, that can 
arreft its progrefs. It will march to the horizon of the world, 
and \x will conquer." - In conformity to this maxim, that infa- 
mous book, ft) led the '* Age of Reajon,* was written in France, • 
(and, it is faid, in the houfe, and under the patronage, of Mr* 
Monroe), primed there in the Englijh language, and a cargo of 
fifteen thoufand copies, at one time, fent into thefe United Stages, 
and difpofed of by fale at a cheap rate, or given away. Befides 
thefe imported copies, numerous editions of the fame work (ihame 
on our country !) have been printed here. The efFefts produced 
by the exterfive circulation of thefe books, and others of the 
fame caft and tendency, in the evident fpread of infidel and atheif- 
tical principles, and the confequentdeteriorationof morals, evince 
that thefe apoftlQS onffumirtifm have no( been unfuccefsful in their 
labours. 

ploflOI>.*" 
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plofian*." Him, Adet fucceeded, who, in 6bedk 
ence to his inftruftions, has infultcd and vilified 
our Government, intrigued in a moft important 
clettion, and induftrioully attempted to draw a lin« 
of divifion between the Government and the peo- 
ple. Since all this, France has refufed to receive 
Gen. Pinckney as our Minifter, becaufe we would 
not be duped by, her; and has in faEl^ if not in 
fcT'my demanded the right of nominating a Minifter 
for us.- She has treated three fpecial Envoys with 
the moft infulting negleft and contempt; has re-r 
fufed to hear their complaints and their propofals 
for peace, and h^s had the un'blufhing impudence 
to boaft of her " diplomatic Jkill^' and of " the means 
Jke pojfejfed in this country ^'^ as being ^^ fufficient to en- 
able heTy with her French party in America^ to 
throw the blarney which might attend the rupture of the 
negotiatiouSy on the Federalifts -y^ and to declare that 
this fliould be donef . She has plundered our com- 
merce to an immenfe amount J; has infulted, im- 
prifoned, and butchered our citizens; and, after 
all, has demanded that the amount of her agorejions 
ihould be the meafure of our tribute!!! 

Americans 

* ** The prefent crifis is. indubitably conneded wi(h a general 
ixphfiouy for fooie time preparing in the public mind, but which 
this bcal and precipitate eruption (meaning the Weftern infur- 
re6lion) will caufe to mifcarry ; or at leaft check for a loi|g time.'^ 
Faucbet*i intercepted letter. 

f See the Difpaches of our Cbmmiffioners. 

X Mr. Monroe, and after him, the French partizans in thi$ 
country, have afTerted, that the capture of our vefTeU by the 
French, was produced by the Britijh treaty ; and this circumftance 
has ferved not a little to infiame oppofition to this inHrument. 
But nothing can be more falfe than this ailertion. Not to men- 
tion what has often been repeated, that this order involved all 
neutralsf and therefore could not be recrimination for fuppofed 
injuries by the AmerUan treaty, thefe captures were determined 
on at Paris, kng before the rMtification of the treaty, fwas knrwn 
there : for it appears from Mr. Monroe's'view, that the gowmr 
ment of France did not coniider the ratificated as. fmfluutd, till 

the 
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Americans, though patient to long fufFering, have 
at length rifen indignant at fuch accumulated inju- 
ries and outrage. France, perceiving that (lie has 

progreffed 



the Hoafe of Reprefentatives had fanftioned it. The evidence 
of. the fa6t jail aflerted, refults from a converfation which took 
place in the vicinity of Bofton, in the fummer of 1796, bet«feen 
an American gentleman of great integrity and reipeftabitity, in 
whofe veracity full confidence is to be placed/ and a French 
emigrant of note, a man of amiable manners, and whofe fituation 
greatly interefled the fympathetic feelings of thofe who became 
acquainted with him. The fubflance of this converfation* as re^ 
lated to me by the American gentleman himfelf, follows. 

Emigrant. *' As foon as the Emperor of Germany (hall be 
«* broken down, which may be momently expeded* the French 
V government will announce to the world its folemn determina- 
«* tion to capture f<uery njejjel upon the oceans which fhal! be found 
" to have on board any article of the growth, produdi, or mano- 
** fadure, of any of the Britijb dominions, without any refpeft 
'* to the nation to which the veffel or the articles belong, or to 
*« the country from, or to, which fiie might be failing. This 
«* ^termination has long fince been made at Paris. My infarma- 
« tion of it came from an unquefti^nMe fource and authority and 
" you will certainly fee it executed." 

' American. '* I do not doubt it. Sir, and (hould b^ rejoiced 
«* to fee it attempted ; for 1 have bng been perfuaded that France 
•* holds the rights of nations and of men in perfe^a contempt, 
** and will do all they can to deflroy thofe who Ao not refift her. 
** I wi(h to fee the atrocity of her deiigns fo openly difplayed 
** that all the nuorld may be compelled to acknowledge it; and no 
*' purt of it fuiFer any longer from her delofions, which h^ve 
«* hitherto done more than her arms," &c. 

Emigrant. " There is no other way of deftroying England, and 
** you Americans are as much intcrefted as the French, in the 
«' deftruStim of England , and you ought, therefore, with all other 
*' nations profeffing neutrality, to acquiefce in this mea/ure*** 

This extraordinary converfation was repeated at the time to 
fever al refpeftable gentlemen, who now rccoUedl it. 

If then the teftimony of this refpedlable emigrant is to be 
credited, the meafure of the Government of France, aothorifing " 
the capture of our veiTels, which has been, with fo much affurance, 
afcribed to the Britifh treaty, hid no connection with it, and had 
been determined on Jong he/ore its ratification. Add to this, 
Mr. Monroe, in his letter of June 12, 1796, fuppofes the French 
*♦ {9miifs ar^ k\M on (his i^WXCftlng tofic (the Brittlb treaty) 

and 
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progrefled too faft in her work of revolutionizing* 
our Government, and that (he has incautioufly raifed 
a fpirit formidable to htx fecret and infidious de- 
figns, has now recourfe to her old pretences of 
friendjhif i and, with unparalleled effrontery, cants 

of 



and that he ihall hear nothing farther from them on it.^^ And 
en the 28th of June> i796> M. de la Croix applied to Mr. Monroe, 
by letter, to know if it were that the Houfe of Repreientatives 
liad provided for the execation of the; treaty ; and this he did, in 
order that, if true, he might call the attention of the Diredory 
to the fubjeft, as interfiling in its confequences to the French 
Republic. On the 7ih^of July, the firft fpecification of objec- 
tions to the treaty was made by M. de la Croix to Mr. Monroe; 
and it was not till fome time in Aagull, that he (Monroe) heard 
any thing of the orders to capture our veffels which he then dif- 
ielieved) ; and it was not till Odober that he had official notice of 
it. And yet this French emigrant, tht/ummer before, afferted, to the 
gentleman above-mentioned, at the diflance of three thoofand miles 
from Paris> that the fyftem had then^ for a long time, been fettled. 
1 he Britifh treaty ferved as a convenient pretence for the promul- 
gation of this iniquitous, hodile meafure, and was intended> no 
doubt, to anfwer the double purpofe of juflifyiilg this aggrefSon 
on our neutral rights, and of bringing odium on the treaty. 

Another important reflef^icn occurs, on reading the preceding 
ccnverfation. It appears that this emigrant, though profcribed 
and impoverifhed by his countrymen, was yet pcfTefTed, at this 
didance, of the mo^Jecret defigns of the French Government, 
hng before they were difcovered by diplomatic men in Paris 4 
And hence it is very natural to fufpedl, that this emigrant was 
ferving the Government of France here, in order, probably, to 
gain their permiffion to return, or from fome other lefs honour- 
able views. And is there not good reafon to believe> that a 
very large proportion of the French in. this country, exiles as 
well as others, arc devoted to France, and ferving the tyrants 
at Paris ? In* faying this, I would be far from implicating one 
honefl man among this unfortunate clafs of people. No one feels 
for the boneQ fufierers from Europe more than I do, or is more 
ready to give them relief. But if a man, poiTeifing fo many 
amiable qualities as the emigrant of whom we have l^en fpeak- 
ing, was capable of adlng a double part, it ought to put us 
on our guard againftyir^^»frj. 

• Some, perhaps, may be inclined to dpubt,or even to deny any 
deiign of the rulers of France to efFcdt a re<volution in this country. 
If fuch pcrfons require any further proof of this than is conuined 
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of her wijhes for reconciliation, of her justice and 
of our injuries!! If ftie expeds to gain credit 

with 



in the preceding narrative, and the courfe of events for fix years 
palt^ I have to requefl them to attend to the following information 
ixom high diplomatic authority in Europe. The original lettert 
containing it are before me. 

♦ ♦ * ♦, March \\^ 1798. 

c« * » * 

9 

" France has formed, and is not likely to abandon her project 
refp'eding both Norcb and South America." 

" The rapidity of fyftem with which one event follows an- 
other, in Europe, will foon put France in a fituation when (he will 

commence, in earneft, her project refpedUng America*'* 

• *••••• 

«« The Direftory do certainly believe that they have many 
friends and partifans among us. If they did not give credit to 
perfidious perfons who told them fo, their experience, in all other 
countries into which they have introduced themfelves, would lead 
them to infer the exiilence of a party in their favour in America ; 
and. this inference would be ftrengthened by the continuance of our 
commiiOoners at Paris, which is accounted for by the belief that 
they dare not go home. \ 

If South America fhall be divided into a large number of fmall 
republics, and put under the government of thofe who (hall be firft 
initiated and made to feel a due fympathy for France^ the Great 
Nation will then be in the fituation defcribed by a perfon lately re- 
turned from a /ecret mjflon to tht bireSiory imo the Uuited States, 
who fays, that '* France wants only un point d^appui [footing] upon 
the borders, or within the United States, to make k fourth of Sep" 

temher at Philadelphia." 

• '• • • • # • 

** I have not the fmalleft portion of doubt that France expe^ls 
to revolutionize our cou;'.try ; and that the attempt will be made 
when our turn comes." 

" • • •, ^/r/79, 1798. 

*' A letter I have this minute received from Paris, confirms my 
opinion, long fince formed, that France had fettled, and would not 
be diverted trom her plan refpefting America. Is it not incredible 
that we (hould any longer hope even for our fuccefs from our mif* 
fion ? After all the humiliation that our envoys have fuffered; 
after nnceafing intrigues. to divide us ; after having humbly waited 
more than fix months in the halls and anti- chambers of the Di<« 
redoryj^ fometimes fpoken to by a fubordinate cle.rk> and at others 

infulted 
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with real Americans, fhe muft pay our plundered 
merchants, refped: our flag, and honor, or at lealt 
ccafe to infult our Government. 

Until France (hall abandon her projedl of revolu-p 
lionizing the United States, our fafety depends, 
under God, to, our union, our vigilance, and our va- 
lour. With the flivour of Heaven, our fituatioii 
and refources render us invincible. French in-» 
trigue alone can conquer by corrupting us. To this 

nfalted by the grcfs and ofFeniive propofals of Tome profligate re* 
negado, retained in the fervice of tbe miniiler, two of them are to 
be fent away ; and the third will be allowed to ftay ; and when the 
Biredory (hall have nothing elfe to do« will be heard in excnfe of 
oar errors, and in mitigation of our puniihment U". 

" The Dutch will receive their new confutation, and thus be- 
come one and indivifihle. The Romans are waiting for the coa- 
rier that ihall bring theirs ; and in the interim have organized a 
clab, under the permiifion of the Great Nathn, called " The 
JUvais of Brutus.** They will brobably be employed to a£t ia 
other countries ; zn&/ome o/the doideft of them tvill repair to PhiU" 
dilpbia* 

*« Helvetia has been proclaimed, by the French leeions a Rc^ 
public, aiid by her condttucion (likeWife preparing at Paris) i»to 
be duly confolidated and fimpli^ed. 

** Extravagant as you may think me, I have fome resfon to be- 
lieve that Th. P. { 1 homas Paine) and fome other renegadoes, 
have held feveral m«etings in Paris, to rtform the Confiitution of the 
United States ; and that the Dire^ory will attempt to eiFed « 4th 
of September at Philadelphia, in like manner as they have dene 

in Holland, and very lately in the Cifalpine republic. 

♦ ♦ • • » » ♦' 

«* Do not be decived by the French. They have fettled their 
plan, and expedt we fhall become firii their dupes, and then their 
vi^ims." 

Thefe fads may help to explain the probable defign of a late 
extfoordinary (mbaiTyto Paris from the French party in this cotm- 
try, and to account for their /ecret mUitsCry preparations which 
have been difcovered in Philadelphia ; for the fufpicious aflbcia- 
tion and movements of the fociety of United Iriihxn^n ; and pro- 
bably for the rirfing fermentation in feveral of the fouthera States» 
of which fome wholefome> bttt ofanoxioas ads of Cosgrefs^ are 
ihe ofterifibh cauft » 

^uree 
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fourcc of danger we cannot be too attentive. Hap- 
py for thcfe United States, our political connexion 
with this intriguing nation is diiTolved. At length 
we enjoy the fruit of our revolution, Independence. 
That day, on which we were politically fevered 
from France, forms a glorious epoch in our hiftory, 
which merits to be celebrated in perpetuum^ as the 
day of our complete emaneipation from foreign do- 
mination. Too long, and too intimate, has been 
oui»intercourfe with this corrupt and corrupting na- 
tion ; too numerous have been her partifans, and too 
great her influence, among the people, and in the 
legiflative aflcmblies of America. ♦* The infedtion 
of her fociety is a greater curfc than war or pefti- 
lenctf. Many years of vigilant, aftive duty, on the 
part of the friends of religion and their country, 
will not retrieve the injury to Chriftian inftitutions, 
to morals and patriotifm, which has arifen from our 
too fond attachment to France. But, God be 
praifed, ** the fnare is now broken, and we are ef-* 
caped." 

Our ancieot and goodly inftitutions, corrupted, 
indeed, in too many inftances, by the baneful princi- 
ples of the new philofophy, are ftill prcferved among 
us. Our Government, ftrong in the afFedlions and 
confidence of the people, is yet in the hands of men 
who refpedl Chriftianity and its ordinances; who 
are convinced that morality is neceflary to good go- 
vernment, and that religion is its only fure bafis. Our 
Lcgiflators have not aboliftied the Chriftian Sabbath, 
nor interdided its public obfervance. They have 
neither (hut up our churches, nor converted them 
into «* Temples of Reafon," nor profaned them with 
the worihip of infamous proftitutes, enrobed and in- 
ftallcd as ^* tutelary goddcflcs." The inftrudtors of 
our fchools do not teach their pupils to defpife the 
Bible, nor to '* detefl God;** nor have wc civil 
rulers, who, as a body, arc capable of applauding 
VOL. X. - 5 fuch 
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fudi impious condu6l*, Thotigh the votaries of 
infidelity and licciitioufneis are loo namerOus, they 
arc yet Ac minority of the nation, and we will hope 
wtmm on the decline, both in numbers and in- 
fl©ence. The Iwnetittble iflTuc of the great cxpcri- 
menty mode iti France, of governing a civilized 
people without the aids of religion, has procured far 
Chnftianit^' many aWe advocates, and fufniflicd 
vnrniy ftrong motives to the Chriftian to chcrifli his 
faith. While France,, both in a political and icH- 
gious view, exhibits an awfd exatviple for us to 
fhun, we cannot but feel foi* her prefcnt dcplorabic 
.wrctcihcdnefs, and the tren)cndous calamities which, 
in all probability, Hill await this profligate nation. 
Although the '' prqjudices of phikkbphors (pbilofo- 
phills) nvAfiftemifts^^* have been pronounced •* inc^r^ 
ngirAfe,'' 'wc will indulge the hope that the uncom- 
moa afflidtiona aiid miferies which the atheiftical 
conEptratQfs tgainft religion and government have 
•broi^ht upon prance, and thofe under her controui, 
will operare convidlion and regret in the blindeft 
.underftandii^ and the hldrdeft heart ; and thus all 
«hi& ^' wratlieif man*' be made ultimately eo *' praife 
God.** How mudh foever wc dctcft the principles 
aoid the C0ndu<5i of the French, ,wc ftill moft fin.- 
cerely wiih them well ; that they may Q)eedily enjoy 
the fruits of iriie reptaunce and reformation ; the 
bleffiiigs of good gdvernnoent, peace^ and pure 

^ O* the 30tK of Nov. 171)5 » the pcqpih of a new repnWcan 
iiE^KooU W France^. gppcftr«4«c the W of the CoBvenUon, when 
^cir leader declared — (1 ftmdder while I commit the horrid bhf- 
phemy to paper) --that *« He m^ his/cboolfellows deteftedGQ^f that 
iafteaa of learning the Scriptures they Mmed the Declaratioo df 
Rights, imd made the CooaUution chm catechtAn." The Prefi- 
dcoc of th«i Pandemonium expreffsd the fy^tfaSti— •/ ^bt Cwvtn' 
tm at.tbe declaration they had made, 'flie yoiifig demons were 
4idmtted to the honors of the JtUin^y and rtctiiftd the kifs of/raitmi^ 
mmufi tbi loudeft affimifes ///" 

S4C Giibrd's Letter to Erilnne, ^ $o. 
Cbiifiianity. 
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Chriftianity. Then we wiU embrace them as 
FRi£NDs ; till then, we ought to hold them as itsz^ 

MlES. 



The little TfaA, whicli 1 am ticre about to copy 
into ihis work, is ndW become very fcarce^ and, from 
that combination of circumftances, which have 
liitheiTo prevented a true liiftbry of the American 
rebeHian Irom being publiftied in England, it may, 
3f ndt preftrved by mt, probably -fink out of print 
for^v^r. Il>ave read it with ^reat attention, and 
1 cot/Id not but read it with impartiality ; for, I have 
never 1iad any.perfonal acquaintance or connection 
"with either of the parties, and as to any undue in- 
^ueticcfrom pdlitical opinions, I could be undec 
none, 'becatifc I was a child at the time when the 
Tratiia<9:ions M^hich are the fubjcdt of difpute took 
;place. 

Upon reading this pan^phlet, 1 found it to con- 
tain more interefting and yaluable matter thanl had 
ever Wfore1)een poffeffed of refpedling the Ameri- 
Gstn AnTar. Jifier i had read it, I lived fcven years in 
'DeIaWai;e States and in Penrifylvania ; I was very 
frequeni^y inl^few Jerfcy,,and I lived fix months in 
New Yol-k. TDuring all this time, I loft no oppor- 
tunlty ^f comparing Mr. Galloway's ftatemcnts 
wifli *<he accounts ofperfons on the fpot;andl 
do rhol^ fdlemrily declare, that all T have ever heard 
on the fubjed, whether from Whigs or 'I'ories, 
from American or Britifh officers and foldiera, per- 
fe^ly a;grees with the ftatemcnts of Mr. Galjloway. 
The pamphlet was piiblifhed-in England after Sir 
' "William Howe's return; and it ought to have pro- 
duted an igifcdt far more fignal than what it did 
produce; 'but*FadliDn was too ftrong for Xruth. 

» 2 REPLY 
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REPLY 

To ibe ObfervatiottS tf Lieutenant General Sir Wil- 
liam Howe, on a Pamphlet entitled Letters to a 
Nobleman. IVitb an Appendix. 

WHEN a mart confcious of his own mifcondudt 
or at leaft lying under the charge of having betrayed 
a public tru(t» a truK of as gr^t importance as was 
ever committed to arty fubjedl, finds himfelf under 
the neceflity of mifreprcfenting notorious fafts, and 
even of defceiiding to perfonal detradion^ for his 
own vindication, he is truly to be pitied. This ap- 
pears to be the cafe of the late Commander in Chief 
of his Majefty's Forces in America. If the Author 
of the " Letters to a Nobleman" has contributed to 
the diftrcfs of the General, he has done it with «• 
ludance, frofti a regard to truth and juftice, and a 
fenfe of duty to the public, and not from any im- 
pulfe of private refentment ; for he frankly declares 
he never had any caufe of perfpnal enmity to Sir 
William Howe, who neither had perfonally injured 
nor offended him ; and therefore, that the motives 
which led him to publifli his Striftures on the Con- 
du<fl of the American War, could not arife from 
fuch a principle. He confidercd him only in his 
public capacity, and, imagining, that he could 
throw new light on a fubjeft which appeared to 
many dark, and problematical, and in which the 
public welfare was intiniately concerned, he pro- 
ceeded to animadvert upon his conduct as com. 
mander in Chief. 

Nor was the examination of the management of 
the American war needlefsly undertaken. The un- 
paralleled failures in that war, the uncommon mag- 
nitude of the' evils in which they had involved the 
nation^ with the reluftance of Government to make 
judicial enquiry into the caufes of them, loudly 
called for it. 

Wc 
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We had fecn the General in the Middle Colonies* 
commanding a force always, commonly four times* 
and at certain periods eight times, greater than that 
of his enemy ; a force fo powerftil, fo adequate to 
the purpoies for which it was intended, that he 
could not help exprefling his ♦* utter amazement" 
on the occafion, and paying to the Secretary of State 
of the American department the greateft, though 
not more than a juft encomium for his '* uncommon 
exertions." To this was added a naval force of 
eighty veflels of war, under the command of his 
Noble Brother, to co-operate with him in fubduing 
the moft unnatural and unjuftifiable refinance that 
tver happened in any country. 

We had feen him, between the 3d of September 
and the 8th of December, driving that enemy be- 
fore him from Long Ifland, over the North River, 
and the Delaware, killing, captivating, and reducing 
his army from 1 8,000 to 3000 men, and taking from 
him the whole province of New Jerfey. 

But fuch was the reverfe of condud: (it could not 
be of fortune, for Fortune, however variable and 
frolicj^ has never yet been found to commit fuch 
blunders), fuch was the derelidion of military vir- 
tiie, that he fufFered that reduced, panic^ftruck ene- 
my to furprife his advanced poft, and drive him out 
pf Weft jerfey, and to reconquer all Eaft Jerfey, 
except his three pofts on the Rariton ; £|nd efta- 
bliihed at Morris Town in the neighbourhood of 
his head-quarters, to befiege, harrais, and diftrefs 
the whole BritiQi army, from December to June, 
without making one attempt to dijlodge him. 

We had feen him, having under his command at 
New York 30,000 men, marching out againft this 
enemy, who, by his own exaggerated account, had 
no more than 10,000, new-raifed and undifciplined; 
jujd a tew days after, (hamefully retreating before 

hinji 
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biM feem HitUboroueh to< Amftojr,. vritlioiit taldiig 
any $ne proper ftef to Mag bkn to^ am angaptvuft^. 

We nd fcen: kinv after tiiis di%Eacs&l retreac^ 
cmharkhig his army (»flnp--l>QMth atraa mnnenfe cxr- 
pence to throadoMi; atnd^foiewavnedof the cbfiicijA--. 
tie»Md dai^rs he Bidfl ncceffioriiy encannccc <ur 
riie ocean, proceediag^ ag^iafioaMiaiy vind^ 7QCr 
BMles^ to meet the fame eocttiy pofted on (troogcc 
gioimdl^ and enabUn^ him, hy this wafle of tbne>. to^ 
poocure war douhle bisfomuwntmters^ 

We luid fim him, contrary^ zq tbe maSt urgc^ot 
motiTes,, tdi the plauicftdtdates of onilitaay fzisnce^ 
and the exphcit orders: of his. Sovereign,, iiead bis. 
for<:e 600 miles from the place wbeee* he was dcre&-' 
cd to join General Boigoyn^ and at the tmy* tmie 
vben dxat jimdion was to baTe been made ; and bf 
this abfucQ condadrjSRT/^fff a wbaie Rritifik ana^. 

We had feen him at Bcandywincr by die mofV Ju- 
dicious and fpirited manccuvres, peifedUy funroaad 
and hem in, between the two cohnnns: of hts orwn 
ibrce and impa&bic waters, the whole Amexican 
am^, vigofoufly atta<:k, and fisddenly defeat it ;. and 
yet, with an inckdehce not to be juftified, he fii&ved 
the defeated remains to lie a whole nightr ia Chefter 
ivxthin eight miles of his camp^ axdoMillk wesft mornr 
fwg to efcape unmoUfted. 

We had feen him at Goihea a few dhys after, 
when his enemy, with his reduced force, had incau^ 
tioufly and fooUihly adtanced near the Asn of hii 
sumy, after one of his' colomns. had admaUy ^ en* 
gaged with the enemy *» advanced guard *,^ kitifimv 
dated from his intended attack by a fall di ram, sU 
though that cinrumftance was much more £bvourabIe 
to bis own regular troops, than to tbe undifciplined 
troops of his enemy ; akfaaovigh that enemyt had a cm^ 
fiierahU fivir in its rtar. 

• See Sir William HowVs Letter. 
< Wc 
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We had fe$n him ai Germj^iro^nt kiSkis blplclf 
to be furpFiXc<i« l>r$ atdvanced potU defea^od. aa^^ 
driven h^ck npen the rriarin bo^y of bis^ ^rri^yy aixi 
tb^itl army in immiin^rvt da^iagej? of a totaX roue ^^ am 
ir^erkr undtfciflin^i army. 

We had fcem him, \rUca the cijeniy's; force lay at 
White Marftij, and when he a<ftiwjiy had the bcft ia, 
formation of its poj^iw and fiieng;tl;^ march oi^ (>^ 
hia lines under a pretence to attack it ; and yet,, 
after lying thr^c days withia two iniJe:$ of it^ le^ 
turn, without attempting ta b^'vn^. ihem to aflion,^ 
either by affault, or turning, its- right fSmk or mr; 
in either of which cafos be muff bave cut h*^ eaemy 
off from his magazines aiad fupplies^ and have pkced 
him in a fttuation from whence Be could not have ef^ 
cafei without rnitK. 

We had alfo feen the Gencral^^afcef he hc^d* prigtvecf 
his force in* every action fuperior to that of l^is enc* 
my, fuifer his whole army to be befieged: in Phila- 
delphia, from the month of November to the mohxh 
of June, by afeele^fickly^ naked:, and half-fai^ved ariny^ 
of lefs than 4000. effeSfive men\ 

BtiC further.— We had feen the fkme General; 
with a vanity and prefiimpciort unpamHefed in hif- 
tory, after this inqolcnce, after all thele wri^t'ched 
bluaders, accept, from a few of his officers., * Crii^ 
umph more magnificent thati wo\ilx^ havfe becooie 
the conqueror o? America, without the confeht of 
his Sovereign or approbation of his country i atvd 
that at the time when the news of war with FrattCe 
hadjuft arrived, and in the very city, rtie capital* of 
North America, the late feat of Corigneft, whlth 
was in a few days to be delivered Up fo Aat Gohk 
grefs. 

• Sec a Letter in the Appendix, from a CommittQe to ^refi-*. 
dfttt of Uir Congrefs. 

Such 
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Such was the dlfgraceful conduf^, fuch the pre-, 
fumption of the General, and fuch were the mis- 
fortunes which he had brought on his country! 
And yet, had he contented himfelf with the ho- 
nours he had received' from this mockery of a tri- 
umph, he might have pleafed himfelf with dream- 
ing of his tnumphal arches, decorated with the 
mottos of viftory, and the emblems of gloiy, and 
with his Quixotic tilts and tournaments, and the 
" Letters to a Nobleman," would never have ap- 
peared. But when the author faw the General and 
nis Noble Brother, fupported by ^ dangerous fac- 
tion, purfuing meafures which he conceived tended 
to involve his country in difgrace and ruin ; when 
he faw them, in order to conceal their own mit 
conduft, attempting to perfuade the great repre- 
fentative body of tne nation, that America was 
" the ftrongeft country in the world*," and im- 
prafticable in war ; that the people were univer- 
ially difloyal ; that the immenfe naval and military 
force committed to their command was incompe- 
tent to the reduftion of the Colonies — in order to 
prevail on the nation to give up the greateft part of 
its dominions; the duties of a citizen, a difintereft- 
ed regard for the welfare of his country, and an ho- 
neft indignation at fo flagitious an attempt, called 
on him to lay before his fellow fubje£ls a true (late 
of the matters thus attempted to be milreprefented. 
Such were his motives, divefted of every other con- 
fideration ; and he declares, that the letters were; 
wrote without the folicitation or knowledge of any 
perfon whatever in the Adminiftration of Govern- 
ment. 

Had the General, by a true ftate of frafts, and by 
candid argument, free from perfonal abufe, con- 

* Sec General Grey's Evidence m the Narrative, p. 107. 
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'Vinced me that I was wrong ; evef happy to acquit 
injured innocence, there is no conceflion, no a€t of 
juftiCe, which my honour would not induce me to 
perform ; but as the reverfe is the cafe, the fame 
motives that influenced me to write the letters, 
oblige me to vindicate the truths they contain. 

In my firft letter, " On the Strength and PraSi- 
cabilitv of the Middle Colonies in refpe^ to millr. 
tary (Operations," in order to refute what the Ge- 
neral had attempted to prove, that this part of 
America wa^ the " ftrongeft of all countries in the 
world," I have given a true and candid defcription 
of that country, fupported by the evidence of Ge- 
neral Robertfon, who had refided in it many yeai'5, 
and which can be fupported by many gentlemen, 
now in England, who bad lived in it ; and 1 had 
further made a comparifon between it, and the fcene 
of a£tion in the laft American war, fliewing that the 
latter was infinitely more difficult than the former- 
To evade the force of thefe truths, the General ob- 
ferves, 

Narrative, p. 37.] " Thai the two laft wars y with 
*' refpeS tothejtate of the country of Amerkayare in m 
S^ degree fimilar.* In the laft war^ the difficulties arifing 
*f from theftrength of the country, were ^ for the mcflpart^ 
V removed by the friendly difpofttion of the inhabitants^ 
f • who all exerted them/elves to facilitate the operations 
*^ of the King's army^ and tofupply them with ivery ne- 
^* ceffary and ^c$ommodationy 

What thefe ** neceffaries and accommodations" 
were, which were thus furniflied in the laft war, 
^nd which the General coald not procure, is not 
mentioned. That the inhabitants turfiiflied Gene- 
ral Braddock in his expedition to the Ohio, Colonel 
Bouquet in his expedition to Mufkingum^ far be- 
yond the Ohio, and Sir JefFery Amberft in his ex-, 
pedition to Montreal, with carriages and provifions, 
IS true — and with nothing elfe— They wanted no- 

4 thing 
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t^iiig elfe. But Sir WiUiam Howe did not even 
want all thefe. — He tranfpoFted carmge$ wilfa him 
from England, ajfid whatever more be wanted were 
procured on Long Ifland and States (fland. Large 
fleets of pravi(km& were confiaDlly feat la him ; 
and in every part of the country, where bis army 
inarched, he pro<:ured a fupply without difficulty. 
At Bordentown, Captain Gamble was forming a 
large magazine ot* provifions voluntarily, aad with 
every appaarent mark of zeal for the fervice„ broughl 
in by the inhabitants when Trenton was taken ; 
and the whole ao'my was fupplied, during two 
months, in its march from the Elk to Pbi<la4eiphia> 
*with more provifions than it could confume : and 
there was nothing which the country pr^odiEiced, 
either of neceflaries or delicacies, during the ni^e 
SBMmths it remained in Philadelphia, with which it 
was not furni(l>ed by the inhabitants. 

What then were the advantages which the Qene* 
ia.\s in the lad war poflfeflled, that were not to be 
commanded in the prefent ? There were none. 
But they had difadvantages and difficulties in^itely 
greater to encounter, which their gallantry eafUy 
overcame. The GeaeraKs operations were eawied 
on in the Middle Colonies, where every neceflary 
was eaiiiy obtained ; but the expedition of Sir Jef- 
fey Ai\nherft led him to pafs from Albany, by Lake 
Ontario^ to Montfi^al, nesM* 300 miles, carrying his 
provifions cither through a wildernefs or an. enemy's 
country^ ^ver lakes, mountams, and fwamps ; 9nd 
the operritipns of General Forbes and Colonel Bou^^ 
quet led. him through a wildernefs inhabited c«ly 
ly Indians, where no fingle article of provifions of 
any kind was to be procured 5 the firft to Fort ^ 
Qttefne,, and the other far beyond it, down to Muf' 
Ik^um 9 and yet we have found that thefe gallant 
jBen,^ in whofe hearts the honour of their SovereigOj 
and th(i fervice of their country, wcarc deeply im- 

preffed. 
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preffed, were not obftrufted or intimidated in the 
path to glory and fuccefs by tbefe difficullries. 

To refute niy affertion, that " the ftrength and 
** impra£ticabi]ity of the Middle Colonies is loft in 
*^ idea, when we compare them with the fcene of 
" a£tion in the laft war," the General adduces the 
teftimony of Major-General Grey, who fays. 

Page 38.} y'bat part of America where I have been^ 
** is tbejlrongejl country 1 have ever been » ; it is everf 
** where hillt and covfiRED with wood, inter- 
^^feSfed by ravines^ and creeks, and marlhy grounds; 
*^ and in bvkrt Qir4RT£R of a MirE is afoft fit- 
** ted for AM^uscADB.*' And i« his anfwer to an-* 
other q'ueftion, he adds, " That America is, of all 
** countries, the beft eafcylated for the defenfiVe ; 
*^ ev&py hundred yavds might be difputed ;. at leaft 
*' that part of it which I have feen.** 

This is a formidable defcription of the Middle 
Colonies, and well calculated to furnifli the reader 
with apologies for the want of fuccefs in the Ame- 
rican war : but it is truly vifianary. What coun- 
tries the Major-General alludes to, I know not ; 
and yet to prove that he is mtftaken in his fafts, 
will be no arduous talk. He has feen the plains on 
Long Igand, of thirty-miles in length, and from 
feven to twelve in breadth, which are without 
wood, or a iingle obftru£tion that can give one 
enemy the advantage over another. He has alfo 
feen the country between New Ywk and Trenton,^ 
aod between the head of Elk and Philadelphia, m 
. which there is not a hill but what may be either af- 
cended without difllculty, Or avoided by an army in 
its march. And when thefe hills are compared 
with thofe of this €(Man*ry, they are by no Rieans fa 
faigb, fo fteep. Of fo difficult of aceefs ; but whea 
we compare them wWi the country from Albany to 
Montreal, and with ConJgocheague Ridge;, Sideiing^ 
Jiai, JKsqr's Hill, the Allegheny and Laurel ridge of 

mountains^ 
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mountains, which may be juftly ftyled the American 
Alps, they are little more than mole-hills ; and yet 
thefe mountains, though full of ravines and danger- 
ous defiles, and although covered with wood, and 
poffeffed by an enemy whtife talent in war is am- 
bufcade, did not intimidate the bravery, nor obftru£l 
the march of an Amherft, a Forbes, or a Bouquet ; 
they faw them with contempt, and paffed them in 
defpite of their oppofing enemy. 

If the country which the General has feen is 
every where covered with woodt where do thofe im- 
menfe quanties of wheat, rye, barley, Indian corn, 
oats, and buckwheat, which furnifli the inhabitants 
with food, and are exported to Europe, find room 
to grow ? Is it poffible that a country, fettled one 
hundred years, and having fo many hundred tbou- 
fands of induftrious inhiibitants in it, can in any de- 
gree bear this defcription, and remain to this day 
a wildernefs ? I imagine not. The real truth is, 
that the provinces ot New Jerfey and Pennfylva-* 
nia, where the late operations were carried on, are 
fettled, and fuU of plantations, and at le^ft two 
thirds, and in many places five fixth parts of it 
cleared of wood y and the wood confifts of large 
trees, {landing at confiderable diftances, free from 
underwood, and eafily fcoured with cannon,^ As 
to the " ravines," they muft be in proportion to 
the hills which I have defcribcd. The *^ creeks," 
or rivulets, are all fordable, or may be paflfed by 
marching a few miles round ; and there are no 
" marfhes" or fenny grounds within the country. 
This ground, when cleared, is meadow, and of fix 
times the value of upland, and therefore the firft 
improved. Thefe are all fafts, well known to the 
people of that country, and which can be proved 
by many gentlemen now in London. How tben 
can it be pofiible, that this country can be what th^ 

^eneralj^ 
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Generalhas attempted to prove in the Houfe of 
Commons, " the ftrongeft country in the world ?^' 

IJhall now -proceed, fays the General, with my re- 
marks^ page by page'' As 1 have no particular ob- 
jeftion to this method, I will do myfelf the honour 
of ftriftly attending him. 

In page 3 of the Letters 1 have ajferted^ " That iQ 
" this country we have lately feen two armies, ode 
" meditating its conqfueft, the other its defence* 
•* We have feen the Britifli army penetrating into 
" its heart, a circuit of near 200 miles, from Long 
** Ifland by the White Plains, to Trenton, and from 
** Elk Ferry to Philadelphia, in defiance of the utmoji 
** efforts of an enemy perfeftly acquainted with 
" every advantageous fpot of ground ; and we have 
** feen that army taking with eafe, and little Ipfs, 
** every ftrong poft poffeffed by the enemy, who 
" have fed at its approach.*' 

Page 39.] " This defcriptiony' fays the General, 
** is introduced to prove, that the country is not very 

" STRONG, NOR IMPRACTICABLE; but it OUly prOVes ^ 

" that the Generals and Officers, commandmg the feve- 
*' ral corps, were indefatigable in their duty, and fur- 
** mounted all the difficulties which they met with in 
'^ thofe marches'' 

I have never enquired, nor am I now enquiring, 
into the condufl: of the officers of the army ; nor 
have I ever had any reafon to do fo. Whenever led 
on to aftion, their conduft has (hewn that they were 
afluated by honor and a love of their country ; and 
1 therefore acknowledge, that they were indefatiga- 
ble (that is, not fatigued) in their duty, whenever 
called to it ; becaufe I am confident that many, if 
not all, would have furmounted difiiculties ten fold 
as great as any of thofe to which they were led, and 
not think it ?i fatigue. In the whole tenor of my 
letters, I have only cenfured the indolence and mif- 
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cond«€l of their feiadef ; my ceiifures cdaldn^, m 
juftict) extend further. 

IbW.] •* Yhi Commander in Chief y hmever^ ivill 
•* iefiippdfed to have hddfmejhare in the merit rf tbe^ 
« P'cctJJesr 

He certainly had; I will not only fuppofe it, but 
fmnkly conFefs it Whenever the General found 
himfelf either difpofed, or imder u necefj^y^ of a»edi- 
rating a bJow again* the enetfty, he never failed of 
faocefs. At Long Wand amd the White Plains, in 
the progreffi of the army to the Deiawajre, and at 
the Brattdy wine> he fucceeded ^as for as lie chofe : 
)iad he prefled the advantages hb truly judicious 
manoeuvres gave him, he might have ended the 
war. I have not cenfured the General for want of 
abilities j this is a failing for which he ought wot to 
be cenfu/ed ; the blame in that cafe wouM juftly 
fall on his employers. My ftriftures are confined 
to his non-exertion of thofe military abilities which 
were demonftrated in his man<Buvres on Long 
Ifland ^nd the Brandy wine, and that ttndatuited 
courage which was fo apparent in the aSion at 
Bunker's Hill. 

Fbid.] But it is na tme that the enemy always Jled 
" at our approach^ nor that we took all their Jtrang pq/h 
« with et^e and little /^." 

Here the General takes advantage of the words 
« always fled," and to ferve the purpofe of co»- 
tradi£ting me, applies them to all the conduct. of 
the Americans in the general aftions. A ft»^ 
fliare of candour, or :a Httte attention to the para- 
graph he cites to make out this contradi^ion, would 
have taught him, that I did not allude to the battles 
of Long ifland. Fort Wa(hington, or firandywine. 
1 had in the fame paragraph declared, ** tliat the 
" Britifti army had penetrated from Long ifland, 
*« by the White Plains^ to Trenton, in d^anct i^tbe 
*" titmofi efforts of the enemy,? including the very 
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Inftances he mentions ; tod therefore he might 
liave perceived, that the words *^ alwuysjled^ cOuM 
only refer to thofe formidable uffmified ^^ pojlsy^ 
^bich are to be found , ** in every quaver of a mUe^* 
aiKi even in " every one hundred yards y' in that coun^ 
try, the beft of all other countries " calculated far . 
the defenjive'^ And here my exprefiion will "be 
found <lri£tly true ; for it is known that the enemy 
fled at the approach of the Royal army, at Newark, 
Brunfwick, Princeton, tvsrice at Trenton, near New- 
port in Newcaftle county, and at Go(hen in Penn- 
lylvania*; at feveral of which places had they beefi 
purfaed by 5,000 British, their army muft have been 
utterly ruined. 

[Ibid " Much might be faid upon theflate of loyalty 
** in America. Some are loyal from principle^ many 
^^ from inter efly many from refentment ; and there are 
** ethers who wifh Juccefs to Great Britain^ from a re- 
** colleSion of the kappinefs they enjoyed under her dh 
** vernment'^ 

While I exprefs my furprife at, I cannot help 
thanking the General for, this ciandid confeffion 
refpcfting the loyalty of the people of America, 
It amounts to a full acknowledgment of all I have 
contended for in the letters refpefting it. The 
force of the fa£ls I have alledged, has, I truft, • 
extorted it from him — but, I apprehend, unwarily; 
otherwife he would not have taken up near four 
pages to difprove the fafits adduced in fupport of a 
truth he fo fully confeffes. The tafk of recon- 
ciling this confeffion to his attempt, in the Houfe 
of Commons, to prove that the " Americans were 
almoft univeffally difloyal," I cheerfully leave to 
thofe who will undertake it. 



• Sec the General's Letters. 
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I had faid in the Letters^ that {ome, who were 
high in office in America, in order to juftify ike 
negleS and htbuman treatmetu which his Majefty's faith- 
ftttfubjeSls had rectivedy and to throw a veil over 
that mifcondu6t which had wafted, unneceffarily, 
many millions for the nation, facrificed its true in-- 
tereft, and loft its honour, were the inventors of 
the report of the univerfal difloyalty of the Ame- 
ricans. To this the General anfwers. 

Page 39.] •* / am at a. lofs to know what fpecies of 
negleEt and inhumanity is here meunt; I am contented 
that Jiriditres Jhould be made upon my profejjional conduSI, 
but I feel myfelf hurt as a man when I am accufed of 
inhumanity'^ 

Ever pleafed to do the General juftice, I will 
relieve his feelings as a man ; and I wi(h 1 could 
alfo relieve thofe which he muft experience as an 
officer. There is nothing in my Letters isvhich 
charges him with doing, perfonallyy a fingle aft of 
inhumanity. My ftriftures were confined to his 
" profeffional condufil;" and the fubfequent part of 
my Letters explains what I meant by the inhuman 
treatment which his Majefty's faithful fubjefts had 
received; and, as he has mifunderftood me, I will 
again explain it. The inhuman treatment alluded 
to> was the indifcriminate plunder fufFered to be 
committed, by the foldiery under his command, 
on Staten Ifland, Long Ifland, the White Plains, 
and in the province of New Jerfey, where friend 
and foe> loyal and difloyal, met with the fame 
fate; a feries of continued plunder, which was a 
difgrace to an army pretending to difcipline, and 
which, while it tended to relax the difcipline of 
the troops, could not fail to create the greateft 
averfion, even in the breaft of loyalty itfelf, to a 
fervice which, under the fair pretence of giving 
them proteftion, robbed them, in ipany inftances, 
of even the neceffaries of life. 

In 
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In vaitt, I imagine, will the General plead, be- 
fore the candour and humanity of the public, his 
orders and proclamations forbidding plunder. Laws 
without execution, are but. a dead letter ; and his 
orders and proclamations, fo often repeated, with- 
out punifliing the atrocious offenders, were con- ' 
lidercd as blank paper; and the plundering con- 
tinued as muph after as before they were iffued, 
until he paffed into Pennfylvania,. where, having 
made an example or two of the delinquents, the 
plunder in a great meafure ceafed. Had this mif- 
chief been nipped in the bud by a few examples, 
which might have been eafily don,e in an army fo 

})erfe£lly fubmiffive to difcipline in every other re- 
pefl: as the Britifli yvas, the relaxation in difcipline 
whiic;h loft Trenton,^ the impreffions made on the 
minds of the Loyallfts, to the prejudice of the 
King's fervice, and the difgrace that was brought 
on the honour, juftice, and humanitj of Britan, 
could not have take;n place. 
. To vindicate, himfelfagainft this vifionary charge 
of perfonal inhumanity, he tells us, page, 40, of 
his great humanity and beAevoJence to the people 
of Bofton,.and that " it is upon mqrd (Proclama^ 
" tion z&ib OSioher, ijjsj that their Jerviceswere 
*^ courted^ by recommending a drfefifive ajfociationy and 
^^ ibut' (ir^ns were offered to all who /would declare' 
" tbemfelves willing, to contribute their affiftance in the 
*^ prejtrvation of good order and government within the 
** tQwn of Bojlony : ; 

What his behaviour was to the people of Boftoni 
they can beft inform the public; the talk I have 
^iTunqied, is, only to enquire. into his ponduft in the 
Middje Colonies^ Why,, then, not tell us of his 
wife. and prudent conduft there? Was it becaufe 
he is confcious that it was not fo wife and prudent 
in the Middyhe Colonies as at Boftpn? If thi^.jfel^ife 
of the matter did not prevail with him, it was 

-VOL. X. ' T impolitic 
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impolitic to mention this proclamation; becaufe it 
only informs us, that he knew what ought to be 
done, 5tnd did it not. To draw affiftance to the 
BritKh forcfe, wherever he operated, was moft cer- 
tainly his duty. If the Loyalifts in Bofton were 
to be trufted, when, affociated, with arms, men of 
the fame principles were to be equally trufted in 
the provinces of New York, New Jerfey, and 
Pennfylvania, where they were. more numerous. 
Why then was there not a like proclamation iffued 
in any of thefe provinces ? Had this been done, 
the falutary efFeas are obvious, from an indubi- 
table faft. Since his refignation, upwards of 5ooo 
Loyalifts are embodied in arms for the defence of 
New York, Had this been done, it would have 
enabled Sir H. Clinton to hava led, inftead of be- 
tween two and three, at leaft 8000 men, in a di- 
verfion in favour of the Northern army, and faved 
it; for' Sir Henry did not leave more regulars than 
the number of Loyalifts, thus embodied, for the 
defence of New York, when he paffed up the 
North River, and found himfelf too weak to pro- 
ceed. Had this been done, he might, if he did 
not chufe to fupport the Northern army, have 
taken at leaft 5000 men more with him to Penn- 
fylvania; a numlitr j^ual to General Wafhing- 
ton's whole force, the greater part of the time the 
two armies were in that province. 

And had the like proclamation been iffued in 
• New Jerfey, when the -General was at Trenton, 
and had driven Wafliington's enfeebled army, of 
3666 men, and all th^ offki^s of the State, out of 
the province ; and when the General himfelf in- 
cautioufly confefles, *^ that his fucceifes had inti- 
*^ midated the leaders of the rebellion, and nearly 
•^ induced a general fubmiflionV' 81U thofe men in 

• Narrative, p. 46» 
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New Jerfey; whb were loyal ^^ from principle, 
•^ from intereft, from refentmient, and from a re- 
^^ colleQlon of the happin^fs they enjoyed und^r 
" the Britifli Government," Wodld have aflbciated 
in arind, and fofmed ik folid barrier of defence 
^gainft every attempt of the Americans^ except 
that of Walhington^s army. . 

And had the General iffued the like proclama- 
tion, whfen in Philadelphia, he would have ob- 
tained a militia of 350b nieh. Had he irivitdd the 
people in the peninfula between thd Delaware 
iand Chefapeak, to iaffociate and affift him in arms; 
and had he, as he waS requefted; landed a fe\V 
men to fupport them, and to fiirnifli them with 
arm's and ammunition; the 2000 Loyalifts, who 
liad aiTociated, in lefs than three days^ in three of 
the thirteen counties oiily, would have been im- 
mediately in arm& on the part of Great Britain, and 
tio man who is acquainted with the general loyalty 
bf the people of that Country* can doUbt, but thdt 
their numbets would haVe increafed^ in a trionth, 
lo 6000, if not S006 men. Nothing could have 
been wanting to have carried this meafure into 
complete effeft, and to have reduced this peninfula 
to the peace of the Crown, but a (mail poft iat 
Wilraihgton, to cover that country; becaufe, while 
that poft remained, Waftiington could hot with 
iany degree of prudence, truft his army, or any part 
of it, in that peninfula. This would have been a 
ihare into which the Britifh General ought to have 
led him, and out of which he coiild not have extri- 
cated hinifelf: He would in that cafe hav* been 
between the affociated Loyalifts and the poft at 
Wilmington, where the Britifli army might have 
been tranfported by water in phei or have marched 
by land in two dayis, from Philadelphia. All thefe 
truths muft upon a flight view of the chart of that 
country, ftrike the military eye with inftantaneous 
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convii^n ; and yet that invitation aod encpuiage- 
ment which he boafts of havici^ pubtifted 91 1^£- 
ton» was in this country fliamefoHy Mgl^e^. 

The General aoknowlodges, in liis nari^aFivej p. 
54, that be found in Philadelpl^a 44S9 pale kihs^- 
bitants papable of bearing. arms. Of tMs n^V^r, 
there were not fifty who had t;aken smy piU't .i^gaiipft 
the Britifh government ; the reft, bdng about one 
eleventh part of the inhabitants, h^djBed ; lefs xhan 
1000 were quakers: fo that, i)ad the G^^sral pyr- 
fued the fame wife meafure in Philadelphia, which 
he did at Bofton^ and which General Knyphaufen 
afterwards purfucd at New York; bad he fui&red 
the people to have chofen their own qfEcjers^ an,d 
embodied themfclvcs for .the defepce.of the city; a 
militia of 3,500,men befides the numerous fefuge;es 
who attended him, would, have, formed ^n ^pied 
force, which, with a few vcflTels of war, a|id jooo 
regular troops, would have been a fuflScieftt defence 
for that city againft any force of the enemy, except 
Walhington's army# This would hay c enabled him 
to have marched out with bis whple force againft* 
Waftiington, while he remained ftom December to 
the miqdle of June, with his reduced, fickly, and 
half-ftarved army at the Valley Forge^ where that 
army might have been attacked in their weak en- 
trenchments, or furrounded and befieged, and rjc- 
duc^d by famiYie in one week at fartheft, a,nd an 
end h^ite been put to the conteft ♦. 

Page 41 is frnfUojed in entertaining ^be reader vuitb 
the prof life liberality &f the General tcrwards Mr.. Gallo^ 
nvay^ yind with Jome oblique general cbargts^ firiking at 
bis popularity and integrity. 

what either that gentleman's pppularity or inte- 
grity has to do with Sir William Howe's, military 
condud, the reader iVill be puzzled to idi(birn. I 



f 'See thcC«misiittee's kttei to Prefidebtdf Coiffiidiu . wpeiKlix. 
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ihall nor therefore, in this repfy^ uncler^take a .xlndi- 
cation of Mr. Galloway's perfonal charader. But^ 
at the fame time, I cannot help obferving, that gc-» 
neral charges againft either a public or private cha- 
ratlcr, are little better than aflaflinations in the dark, 
againfl which the moft perfect innocence has no 
chance of guarding itfelf. The charges againft the 
General in roy letters are fo particular, fpecific, and 
defined, that he might, if he could, vindicate him- 
fclf againft them. But his honor, it feems, has not 
led him to deal thus honorably by Mr. Galloway. 

In order to prcfve that many of the Pennfylvanians 
were attached to the Britifti government, 1 have af- 
ferted, that during our pofleflion of Philadelphia, 
the people of the country, at the rifque of their 
lives, had fupplied the Britifti army, navy, and in- 
habitants, amounting to not lefs than 50,000 per- 
fons, with all kinds of provifions, while they refufed 
thefe fupplies to the American General. Thefe 
feds Sir William Howe does not venture to deny. 
1 thought, and ftill think, they fully fupport the 
matter I wiftied to prove. In fo great a conteft, in 
the event of which the feelings^ the intereft, and 
happinefs of mankind, were fo deeply involved, and 
their paAions fo violently engaged, neutrality of fen- 
tjimcnt or attachment is unprecedented — is inipof- 
iible. Men's opinions and wifhes will become nxed 
in favour of one fide or the other; and 1 concluded, 
how reafonably the reader will determine, that thofe 
itten who voluntarily fupplied Waftiington's army 
againft their fovereign, were enemies; and that 
thofe who, every mile they paflcd, rifqued their 
lives, and yet at that rifque fupplied the King's 
troops with provifions, from five to an hundred miles 
diftance, were friends and faithful fubjeds. But it 
feems the General is of a different opinion.-— Hear 
his arguments. 

Rigc 
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Page 42.] " That the people of the country brought 
«• in frejh proviftons to us, and refujedfuchjupplies, at 
•' much di they dared, to the American General, is cer^ 
tain. But 1 do not admit, that this condttli proceeded 
from the motives afcribed by^ the author, ^he people 
of the country had no opinion of the value of Congrefs 
money. They knezv they Jhould receive mofily hard, 
•* money in payment ; and they bad an opportunity of 
carrying back with them a variety ofnecejfary articles. 
Tthefe^ I apprehend, were the real motives of all that 
kind of ajjiftance which we procured frem the country, 
people.'* 

What a hprrid idea of human natqre ipuft the. 
General have entertained when he drew thefc con- 
clufions ! Would not a little charitv have convinced 
him, that men who were loyal f* trom principle— 
fiorn rerehtnient — from a recblleftion of former hap* 
pinefs,'* and whofe actions Itridlly correlfponded, 
were adhiated by motives more honourable arid more 
virtuous, than that of acquiring a little money and 
a few neceflaries? Can it be poflible that he could 
believe, that the honor of " principle," the power- 
ful impulfes'of juft refcntment for injuries fuftained, 
and a lively fenfe of fortner " happinefs,*' of which 
they had been wantonly dcpriveo, were all effaced 
by fuch paltry and tranfitory coriiiderations ? Did 
he pafs this fevere, this cruel judgment on the faith- 
ful fubjedls of his Sovereign, and the tried friends 
of his country, by his own feelings — the teft of his 
own adtions ? Were the Loyalifts, whom the Gene- 
ral, after all the affiftance they had given to him, 
has thus ungratefully traduced, to retaliate, with 
how much more reafon, might they fay, that he had 
facrificed his military fame, his duty to his Sove- 
reign and his fellow fubjeds, and the intereft and 
iafety of his country, to the dirty purpofcs of a fac- 
tion, whofe whole conduft is founded on private in.^ 
iere^ and ambition ! 
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Page 43. •' The Author fays^ tbey did this at the 
** rifque of their lives, ^here was, in faff, that ap-- 
** pearances but 1 always fuf pelted that General Wafb^ 
^* irigton, through policy^ connived at this kind of com-- 
** merce.*' 

The argument here refts upon the feeble fiipport 
of the General*^ •^ fufpicion/* while he acknow- 
ledges that ^5 appearanpe- * was againft that fufpi- 
cion. If appearance W45 againft it^ upon wh^t was 
his fufpiclon founded ? It could not be upon fadjt3 ^ 
f^r in thatcafe his opinion CQuld npt reO: in fufpicion. 
In truth, the fadte were all againft U : fpr what could 
induce Waftiington to keep different pofts furrouifd- 
ipg ttiieBriti(h linps, and cpnftant patroles, fre- 
quently coming within fight of them, but to pre- 
vent a fupply pf provifions? Thefe. patroles put to 
deaths without hefttation^ feveral perfoqs» for no. 
other offence than that of fupplying the Britffli 
troops. Some were tried by a couri-martial| anc} 
feceived ]Cwo hundrpd lafties; and others were 
branded by a hot iron in the hand, with G. H. an4 
&nt into the Britifti lines/ a$ a mark of contenipt 
pf the Britilh General, And yet all (this i? not fufti- 
cicnt to remove his •* fufpicions" of thp difloyalty 
of thefe faithful people, nor to induce him to be^ 
lieve that his cnenoy^ who was befieging him, in- 
tende4 to deprive him of the means 91 fubfifting hi^ 
troops* 

Ibid.] '* The General is at a hfs fa und^rftai^d what 
f* / mean, ly many thoufands of Loyalifts concealing tbem^ 
^felv^ in diffant provinces, and taking refuge ^^^'^S - 
•* thejavages^ to avoid entering into tlfe war.** 

I did i)pt mean» as he fufpecas, f'the infprgcntsf 
pf Carolina ;•' and if 1 had, I ftiould have thought 
that a G'cncral who had conjmanded his Majefty's 
^rmy, might have found ^ word mpre defcriptive pf 
a number of Loyalifts who had taken up arms under 
the authority of his Majefty's Governor^ to fuppor^ 
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his Government, than the word in/urgent. How- 
ever, the men alluded to ^ere thofe who, when 
draughted from the militia of the States, rather than 
ferve in their army, fled the provinces from whence 
they were draughted, into others where they were 
not known. Many took refuge among the Indians^ 
and have fince joined Col. Butler and Gapt. Brant, 
and are now ferving againll the enemy. This was 
a common pradicc ; and it was partly owing to this 
pradlice, that the continental army has been fo fmall 
ever fince their defeat on Long Ifland, as not to 
amount, at any one time, to more than io,oqo men. 
To my aflertiOn, ** that nuny thoufands came 
over to the Britilh troops for proteAion," the ge- 
neral anfwers. 

Ibid.] *• / aver^ thai at no time did men in numbers 
*' come over to the Briiijh troops.*' 

Here he does not venture to deny the fetl al- 
ledged, yet he manifeftly intends to mrflead the 
reader. And to do this, he is obliged to add the 
words, "at no time,'* and "in numbers." Thus 
he artfully attempts to avoid a fadl which cannot be 
denied. I did not aflert, that thoufands came over 
** at one time,** or "in numbers.'* The General 
fuffered Walhington to fuperintend his lines at New 
York with fo much circumfpedtion, as not to fuffer 
the Loyal ids to come in in numbers ; and when he 
went to Pennfylvania, the people were ordered, by 
his declaration, to " remain peaceably at their ufual 
places of abode.'* 

But had the faft been denied, it could be fup- 
ported by the number of refugees, perfecuted on 
account of their loyalty, who came from time to 
time into Philadelphia and New York, many of 
whom are ^t this rime embodied in corps in his Ma- 
jefty's fervice. And it appears from the teftimoWy 
of Lord Cornwaliis (p. 68) that, while the Britifh 
army was at Trenton and Bordento*n, *• three or 
I four 
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four hundred of the inhabitants" came in ever^y day 
for iendvys^ (that is, while the troops i^a id there) and 
received certificates for their protedtion ; and he 
might have faid with truth, that before the taking 
of Trenton, not lefs than 7000 had, in the fpace of 
three weeks only, received thofe certificates. But 
tliefc certificates were of little ufe to the unhappy 
people; all who were in or near the Britifh lines 
were plundered, and the faith of the General pledged 
to the people by his proclamation, was fhamcfully 
violated. 

Upon my aflertion. That ** the foot and cavalry 
fent over to America, amounted to 52,815 ; and of 
that number 40,874 were under the command of 
Sir William- Howe," the General obferves, 
• Page 45.] " T^be Author would here imprefs the 
** Reader with an opinion^ that^ atthetimeofmy 
** ARRIVAL AT Staten Island, wy army amounted to 
•* 48,874, and the American army to 18,000, militia 
*^ included J* 

The conclufion here drawn from my words, I 
may venture to aflert, never was made by any candid 
and fenfible reader^ The words are indefinite as to 
the time or times when the troops were fent, and 
convey nothing more, than that all the troops fent 
over amounted to 52,815, of which troops General 
Howe had 40,874 under his command. But what 
could he do ? He could not deny the fad: ; and it 
tvas too important an evidence of his indolence and 
mifcondudt to bepafled over in filence; and there- 
fore he refolves to torture my general expreffions to 
a particular meaning, in order to divert the reader 
from refledling on the foperidrity of his force to 
that of the Americans, Indeed, 1 have often occa- 
fion to admire the like ikill and ingenuity in the 
courfe of his obfervations : for where he cannot 
fafely attack in front, he feidom fails to make ufe of 
ftratagem to get round his opponent. What pity it 
i%\ What millions would have been faved to the 
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nation, what heavy difaftcrs to his country would he 
have prevented, had he difcovered equal (kill, or the 
like ftratagem, in furrounding and attacking his in- 
ferior and undifciplined enemy in America! 

The art here made ufc of will appear yet more 
barefaced, when the reader is reminded, that in the 
Appendix to my Letters, I ftatc his numbers in Au- 
guil 1776, when he was at Staten Ifland, at not 
more than 24,000 men. But he contends, that I 
have exaggerated his numbers ; for that when he 
landed from Staten Ifland on Long Ifland, he had 
only " 20,121 rank and file, of which 1677 " were 
fick." To diminifh his real force, he here gives us 
only the rank and file, omitting the numerous ofH- 
cers, from himfelf down to a drummer^ which ge- 
nerally amount, in every corps, to near one fixth 
part of the whole. I am not a military man; my, 
defign was to lay before my country his real force, 
that they might form a juft judgment of his con- 
dud:. 1 have not therefore wrote in a military dia^ 
led; and if I had, few of my readers would have 
vnderflood me; and could I believe that I had mif^ 
rcprefcntcd his real force in anyone inflance, through 
the want of that knowledge, it would give me pain. 
£ut this I have not done. His own returns laid be- 
fore the Houfe of Commons, in the laft year, will 
prove, that he had at Suten Ifland 24,464 efFedives, 
rank and file, and fit for duty ; and in the whcle,| 
26,980, officers npt included, who, when added, wilj 
amount to 3 1,625- 

Ibid.] He finds much fault with my eflimate of 
ills real numbers; and adds, **iflweretofoilmv the 
•* Author* s mde of computation^ when he fiates the 
•* number of tnen uttder tny cammaud, Ifbould fay^ and 
^"^ from better authority^ that General Wafhington had 
" under his command in Mdy\ 177^, in the feveral pro^^ 
'* vinces, an army ofiofioo men/* and he refers to a 

. return 



Digitized by 



Google 



EXPOSURE OF HOWE. 299 

return of the enemy's ftrcngth in May 1776, printed 
at New York. 

The General does not lay any ftrefs on this (ham 
return. He knew its fallacy : it was a return of men 
laifed, and intended to be r^iifed, and which were 
never rai fed, calculated to give him a formidable 
idea of the enemy's force ; and being ridiculous in 
itfelf, it is prodifced to render my cftimate of his 
own force ridiculous and falfe. But to exppfe his 
evaiion of what he does not venture to deny, I will 
give the reader his real numbers from his own re- 
turns. The firft columq (hall contain the total ci^ 
fedlives rank and file ; the fecond, the total army, 
officers included ; the third, that of the American 
army ; that every unprejudiced and impartial reader 
may compare the Britifh force with that of the Ame- 
ricans* For, after all our inquiries into the minute 
tranfadionsof any military command, the firfl quef- 
tion of a man of fenfe will be, what was the refpec- 
tiye force and difcipline of the two contending ar« 
inies? 

^ Tptal Effeaifcs, Total Army, Total 

™* Rank and file. Officers included. American force. 

Aug. 9. 24*247 29,308 18,000* 

Nov,^?. 26,980 3'»755 4»ooo 

Dec. V— • 3»30ot 

1777. 

• July ij. 30,049 35,C47 8,000 

Such was the (late of the force under Sir William 
Howe's innmediate command, cj^clufive of the gar* 

' ■ ■ - ■■ . ' ■ "' ' ' "" —r- 

* General Robertfon fays, in his exsnunation, the American 
force was only 1 6»ooo* 

f See the General^ narrative, p. 8. Wafhington attacked Co. 
lonel Rhal with his whole force^ except Cadwallader's brigade* 
which did not confift of 500 men; and thpfe wete prevented, by 
the ice« from croffing the Delaw^. and attacking Bordentown^ at 
which place Colonel Donop had left only 80 grenadiers. At this 
time the remains of Lee's corps had joined WailhingCoD, who be* 
|bre l^ad not 2800 men. 
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rifon at Rhode Ifland^ which added, amount in the 
whole, to 40,874; and fuch the numbers of his iti- 
ferior, and truly contemptible enemy, notwithftand- 
ing, as the General confefles, " every compulfory 
means *'* was made ufe of to increafe them ; and 
yet he fuftcred that enemy, lying in an unfortified 
poft, within twenty miles of hi/s quarters, to harafs 
anddiftrefs his troops from January to Juiy^ with- 
out taking a iingle ftep to diflodge theih. 

The fame udjuftifiable indoiehce and! mifcondUdl 
attended his' proceedings while in Philadelphia. 
Here the General lay in his quarters all the winter 
and fpring, until the month of June; contentihg 
bimfelf with fending out occafional patties to cover 
the loyalifts, who were continually fading the oSt^ 
cers of his army with all the delicacies and luxuries 
which the country afforded. To fupport this charge, 
nothing, niore will be neccflary; than to lay before* 
the public a few fads, notorious in America, ^nd to 
many gentlemen now in England. 

Although .the General, in page 60, aflerts that his^ 
whole force at Philadelphia was no morcthaii i3>799 
rank and file, it does appear, by his own returrts, 
that he had on the 3d of Odlober, after the battle of 
Brandywine, 15,898 effeAives, rank ahd file; total, 
rank and file, 17,752 ; and when the officers are ad- 
ded, 20,680. With this, force, a few men loft in 
the battle of Germantown excepted, he went into 
winter quarters in Philadelphia, where he iays it was 
•* well accommodated." 

Waftiington, with about ^000 men, took up his 
quarters at the Valley Forge, withjn twenty miles, of 
Philadelphia. Having no houfes for his troops, he 
M'as obliged to build uncomfortable huts with rouhd 
logs, filled in with clay, and covered with loofe 

♦ See his letter to Lord George Gcrmaun, Fcbniary j2, l'3^^• 
Sec alfo his letter, March 5, 1 778. 
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ftraw and dixt, in fuch a manner as not to fecurc 
them frpm the weather. This fituation the Gene- 
ral, in his letter of the ^th ojf March, defcribes in 
thefe wofds : " The Airierican army continues in the 
"fame iQtu^ition as when Ihad laft the honor of 
"Meriting to your Lprdfliip, hutted at Valley Forge, 
" where their ,men fqfFer exceedingly from the very 
** inclement weather which has induced numbers to 
•* 4eJert. The camp diforder raged imdng his men, 
which obliged him t:o eftablifli no lefs than eleven 
hofjpi^als; aqd many died, many dcferted to their 
fevpral provinces, and near 3000 of theni canie over 
^tQ^heBdtilh army. From thefe circumftances, his 
a^rmy was reduced, before the month of March, to 
lefs than 4060 men ; and by far the greater part of 
;thefe were in a naanner naked ; rnany without ftiocs 
,or fl:ockiflgs,^.apd biut fcw, except the Virginians, 
'with the qeCjClTary clothing *. His horfes were in a 

• condition yjet^worfe; t^hey were conftantly expoftd 
.to fliowers of rain and falls of fnow both day artd 
night, many of" them (lied; the reft were fo ema- 
ciated as to be unfit for labour ; and in addition to 
.thi§ diftrefsful fituation, Washington had not ih'his 
icaqap, at any one time, one week*s provifions either 
for ma^ or horfe, and fometirhes his men wete to- 
tally deftitute. f 

,^ifij£hipigt99's.camp was by no means difficult of 
accefs ; far lefs fo than the pofts occupied by him 
at Brandy wine } and in one part of the front thc-af- 
ccnt was fcai*celv perceptible, and his rear was com- 
manx^ed by higher ground. His, ditches were riot 

! three feet ,ip depth; nor was there a drummer in the 
.JBritiui army, \vho could hot, with the ucrnoft eafe, 
l^fkp over theni; arid his defences mieht 'have been 
jb^tffred.dpvvn with fix-.pouriders.' ' 

* Mr. p»UQway> examination^ p. 27, a8, 29, 30. 
. t ocje a letter^ in the appendix, from a committee of Congrels 
appointed to enquire into the ftate of Walhiwgton's army; ' 
' This 
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This is not an exaggerated pidhire df the AmeriJ* 
can army, nor pf the weaknefsof its lituation. A 
brief account of it 1 have given in my letters, pagcf 
87, which the General, in his defence, has not de- 
nied ; indeed, he has thought it prudent to take no 
notice of it, any niore than of fhany of the mofi im- 
portant charges contained in thofe letters. Upon 
thefe facSs I leave the Candour of the public to find,; 
if it can be found, a reafon why the Oeneral did not 
attack, or furround, and take by fiege, Wafhingtou's 
whole army. His numbers were greater than thofe 
of the Americans, who furrouiided and took a Bri- 
tifli army, under General Biil-gbyne, of 4000 veteran 
troops, in a fituation not fd diftrefsful as that of 
Waftiington. 

Nttrherous are the inftanccs iri which the General 
havperverted my meaning to his own purpofes, I 
,« ^ e charged him with •• declining to truft the faiths 
,c ul and loyal fubjeds with arms, or t6 make ufe 
„ of the welUaffeRed force in the colonies^ to ajjift bifn 
^^ in reducing^ or in defending after reduced^ either ctJ. 

ties or provinces.^* In this charge I alluded to his 
declining to embody the Loyalifts, as a militia, in 
New York, New Jerfey, and Philadelphia. In New 
York, the militia, which he declined to embody^ 
amounts to 5000 men. In New Jerfey, upwards of 
fifty of the firft men in the county of Monmouth, 
&c. came in to offer their fervice in difarming the 
difaffeded, and to reftore the province to the peace 
©f the crown : but they could not procure accefs to 
the General, although their wifhes were communi-^ 
cated to his Aid-de-camp. They returned to theii* 
refpeftive families, chagrined and difgufted at rhci 
hauteur of the General ; fome of them, notwith-a 
Handing, are now at New York, under the protec-i 
tion of the Britifti army, having abandoned their 
property, hazarded their lives, and facrificed thd 
happinefs of their families. At Philadelphia!, at lead 
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3,500 faithful militia jnight have been embodied in 
arms for the defence of that city, while the army- 
operated againft'Wafhington ; and had the General 
at the fame time cordially invited the Loyalifts to 
take up arms, as a militia, in their feveral countie.% 
under gentlemen in whom they had a confidence, 
for the particular purpofesof feizingon and difarm- 
ing the difaffeded to Government, and defending 
their feveral diftrids, the whole province of Pcnn- 
fylvania, and the extenfive peninfula below, would 
have been reftored to the peace of the crown before 
the end of the campaign. 

To parry this charge, the General aflerrs, page 
56, ** Many of my proclamations contained invitations 
•* to arms, and promijes of large encouragement.^* Where 
thefe proclamations are to be found he has not told 
US; they never were publiftied in Pennfylvania, 
New York, or New Jerfey, and I verily believe they 
never were written. The proclamation iffued in 
1776, in New Jerfey, containing nothin^r more than 
a promife of pardon and proteftion to thofe who 
fhpuld come in and take the oaths of allegiance^ 
that at the Head of Elk refted only in promifing the 
people protedlion from the ** depredations of his 
,•* army,*' and calling on the difaffefted •• to remain 
** peaceably at their ufual places of abode.'* The 
General lurely cannot here mean the " many pro-^ 
** clamations'* iffued within the lines, inviting the 
people to enlift in the regular provincial fervice? 
' This canpot be ; becaufe, to ufe his own words, ic 
would be a quibble " which would never have en- 
*• tered into the head oi an Englilh** nor of an Ame- 
rican lawyer." 

Before I leave the laft-mcntioned proclamation, I 
' cannot, in juftice to the charader of Mr. Galloway, 
avoid taking fonie notice of a paragraph in 

Page 56.] " As this' declaration was calculated for 
** the meridian of Pennfylvania, of the people of wbtcb 
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'• pr&vmce Mr. Galloway prof^ed an intimate kiiow^ 
^ ledge, I conJuUed him previoujly upon it ; I framed it 
•* agreeably to bis ideas ; when written, it bad his full 
f^ approbation.** 

Here I hope the General's memory has totally- 
failed him- The favSs relating to this tranfadlion 
are truly thcfe. While the fleet lay at the Hook, 
on its way to the Chefapeak, and not before, ,Ca*pt. 
Montrefor brought this declaration^ in manufcript, 
from the General, to Mr. Galloway, with a requeft 
that he would confider it. Upon the firft view a 
number of objedlions arofe ; he immediately com- 
mitted them to paper, fupported with his reafons. 
Thcfe he returned, with the declaration, to Capt. 
Montrefor, to be carried back to the General. Upqa 
Captain Montrefor's return, Mr. Galloway aCked, 
what the General faid to hi^ objeftions. The an- 
fwer was, that they were not admitted ; for the de- 
clarations had been already printed off at New York. 

This is the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truih. Capt. Montrefor, and two other gentlemen, 
were privy to this tranfadion, whofe honour I have 
no doubt, will lead them co confirm it. On this pa- 
ragraph I fliall leave the reader to make his own 
comment, with only obferving, that the General, in 
every inftance where he has taken occafion to men- 
tion Mr. Galloway's condud and opinions, has been 
guilty of what charity would lead me to hppc a^:c 
only failures of nfiemory. 

The General labours hard, in his narrative, to 
vindicate his condudin not fupporting the northern 
army. Nor ought we to be furprffed at it, as jt 
was a negled which ftrikes the mind on the firft 
refledion; a blunder to which wfc owe ail our pre- 
fent misfortunes. His arjguments may be comprifed 
under three heads, ift, That he had no exprefs or- 
ders to fupporc it; 2d, That he had not /orce iuffi- 
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cient 5 and, 3d, That his fouthem expeditioh was 
approved by the Secretary of. State. 

In reply to the firft argument, Ihduld we agree 
to what he aflerts, that the exprefs orders to fup- 

fort the Northern army were never received, yet, we 
now that a letter from Lord George Germain, of 
the 3d of March, 1777, came to his hands on the 
8th of May*. That in this letter he is informed^ 
it was his Majefty's opinion, " that a warm diver-^ 
•* lion (hould be made on the coafts of the Mafla-i 
•* chufetts :*• and that the " benefits which muft in- 
evitably refiilt from it, are pointed out, viz. " That 
" it will not only tend much to impede the levies** 
for the continental army, but to the fecurity of our 
trade, and would " keep the Americans at home** for 
the internal defence of their oivn refpeSive diftri&s. 
A more wife, or a more neceflary diverfion, to fave 
the Northern army, could not have been devifed ; 
and had it been performed at the time General Bur- 
goync paffed from Ticonderoga towards Albany, it 
muft have produced the efFedhs his Majefty wifely 
predi(^ed. Levies never were, nor can be made, ia 
the fcene and buftleof war; and men will not leave 
the defence of their fire-fides, their principal fea- 
ports, and moft valuable cities, to fight in a different 
province, and in difl:ant woods, where there is no- 
thing to defend. 

This diverfion, therefore, had it been made, niuft 
cither have drawn General Gates, with his whole 
army, to the defence of the capital cities on the 
fea coait) or at leaft have detained at home more 
than one half of thofe nlen, which, by this negleft, 
were enabled to join his army ; and in that cafe the 
Northern army could not have failed of overcoming 
with cafe every poflible difficulty. 

* See Letter of this date in the Parliamentary Regifter, 1779. 
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But I will fuppofethat no fuch divtriion had been 
dirc^ed. The General could not but know, that 
the objed of the two armies was the fame, and that 
it was the immediate bufinefs of both to form a 
jun(Sion. Was it not then his duty to fee fo laige 
and important a reinforcement in a ftate of fafety* 
at leaft, before he carried his army to a plare which 
deprived him of the power to fupport? However, 
it feems, notwithftanding his Majefty's diredlions, 
and the weighty importance of the meafure, that 
the General and his Noble Brother *' confulted upon 
•* the expediency of the diverfion ♦," yet neither 
made it» nor took any meafures to fupport the 
Norlhern expedition ; . in confequence of which, a 
Britifla army pafled under the yoke of rebellion. 

I have hitherto reafoned upon a fuppofition, that 
the General had no exprefs orders to co-operate 
with, and join the Northern army ; and I truft> the 
arguments 1 have advanced are fufficient to proves 
that» in not doing it, he aded contrary to his manifeft 
duty. But, to (trip him even of the fhadow of an 
excufe, I will prove that he had thofe ordera^ or 
what fully amounted to them. 

On the 2jth rf September^ 1775, he received his 
commiilion of Commander in Chief f* On the 9th 
of October he undenakes to prc^fe the plan of his 
future operations; recommends the evacuati<ni of 
Bofton, and that a body of i a,ooo men be employed 
" from New York, to open the 'Communication with 
« Canada in the fir ji infiance** and that an army of 
Canadians a^d Indians from Canada ihould meet 
him s and, that ^\ the accomplilhment of the pri- 
*' mary objedl for wening the communication^ be« 
^* va% obtained by the t'm armies^ thefe corps might 



• Narrfttire» p. ii» 

f Sec liit Lecceri to tlie Earl of Daitttootlif dtttd dif stkof 
NovcmbcTt tad 9th of Qftobcrt 1775. 
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** take feparate routes into the province of Mafla« 
*' chufefs Bay.*' And in his Letter of the feccHid 
of April, 1777, he points out *• the advantages that 
•* might arife by fccuring Albany and the .adjac^t 
•• country.'* 

StridUy conformable to thofe ideas of the General, 
Government proceeded. His own army was rein- 
forced with numbers fo great that it (Iruck him with 
utter amazement. Another army was formed; and 
ordered to proceed from Canada to join his troops at 
Albany. On the 25th of March the Secretary of 
State tranfmitted to Sir Guy Carleton, at Quebec, 
the plan of operations for both armies ; in which he 
is ordered ** to detach General Burgoyne/* and to 
dired: him, •' fo detached, to proceed with all pofli- 
*• ble expedition to Albany^ and put himfelf under the 
** command of Sir IVHliam Howe ;** and further adds, 
•* with a view of quelling the rebellion as foon as 
" pofliblCj it is become neceffary that the moft 
•^ fpeedy jmSfion of the two armies Jhould be effeSied** 
An official copy of this letter was tranfmitted to 
Sir Williani Howe for bis information and diredlion, 
and was received by him on the 5th of June, fix 
weeks before he failed on his wild and unfortunate 
expedition to the Chefapeak. By thefe letters, the 
following truths are in full evidence; That the plan 
of the Northern operations was the General's written 
orders to "effedl a fpeedy juni^ion" of the two ar- 
mies, and that that junction was to be made at AL 
bany. This is fo plain, that it would be an affront 
to the reader's underftanding to fay more on the 
fubjcd. In vain will the General plead, that he 
never received his orders. For what end was the 
dUicial copy of the plan of operations fent to him? 
Was it to anfwer no purpofe ? Or was it to (ignift^ 
his Majefty's pleafure and orders refpcding thole 
operations? How idle! how truly trifling, then, 
muft this part of his defence appear, when ihejunc^ 
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Hon of the two armies was not only conformable to 
his own plan, but clearly pointed out by reafon, mi- 
litary duty, and by his Majefty's orders. 

As to his fecond objedion, that he had not force 
iufficient, I need only remind my reader, .that the 
General had under his command, on the 17th of 
of July, 1777, as appears by his own returns, 40,874 
men, officers included. His Southern army colTfted 
of 20,680: the garrifon of Rhode Ifland required 
only 3400, as he confefTes in his fccret letter of the 
2d of April, 1777 ; his remaining force was 17,794. 
In the feme letter, he ftates as fufficient for the de- 
fence of New York and New York Ifland 3,200, of 
Paulus Hook 300, of Staten Ifland 1,200: in the 
whole 4,700. This number, deducted out of 1 7,794, 
will leave 13,094, befides 3000 efFedives, of the 
provincial corps under General Tyron. This will 
make the force under his command, exclufive of the 
Southern army, and his necefTary garrifons 1 6,09^^.* 
I will alfo fuppofe, which is a very extravagant fup-. 
pofition, that every fixth man was an invalid, and it 
will leave 13,412 effedives, whom he might have 
applied to the fupport of the Northern army ; but, 
not inclined to fupporfr that army, he left ufelefs 
thoufands in the garrifon of Rhode Ifland, and car- 
ried with him, in his wild circuitous voyage to the 
Chefapeak, as many thoufands, equally unnccelTary ? 
for there was not the mofl: diftant profpecft that the 
enemy could ever raife an army, equal, in efFcdivc 
force, to io/)00 veteran troops. 

But further. He acknowledges, page 6i, that he 
" left at New York about 8000 rank and file, fit for 
duty." 1 have ftiewn, that he thought 4,700 were 
competent to the defence of all his garrifons; why 
then did he not order the remaining 3,800 to make 
the diverfion on the coafts of New JElngiand, as had 
been diredcd by hisMajefl:y.^ a force abundantly 
more than fufficient, if properly conduced, to have 

* detained 



Digitized by 



Google 



EXPOSURE OF HOWE. 309 

detained the whole militia of that country in the 
-defence of their capital towns and valuable fca-ports, 
which muft have enabled General Burgoyne to pafs 
without difficulty to New York. 

The third arj3;ument remains to be exarnined. 
The General, in his Narrative, as well as in Obfer- 
vations, repeatedly declares that the Secretary of 
State approved of his " expedition to Pennfylva- 
nia.'* This aflertion is of the fame complexion 
with that of Mr. Galloway's approving of a pro- 
clamation, at a time he had never heard of it. The 
fadbs arc: In his letter on the 20th of Jan. 1777, 
he propofes " to detatch a corps only to enter the 
*• Yk\2L^zxeby fea^ and the main body of the army to 
•* penetrate into Pennfylvania by way of Jerfey.^* 
This meafure was founded in the foundeft policy, 
and juftified by common fenfe ; becaufe, had it been 
purfuedjWafhington, having at that time only 8000 
men, muft have fought, or fled before him out of 
New Jcrfey, over t\\t Delaware. Wafhington's 
fafety depended on his taking this route; his mili- 
tary ftores and provifions were all on the other fide 
of the Delaware : cut off from thofe effentials of 
war, he muft have given up the conteft. Waftiing- 
ton once defeated, or driven over the Delaware, the 
province of New Jerfey might have been imme* 
diately reftored to the peace of the crown. Phila- 
delphia, altogether without defence by land, and 
very little better by water, muft have immediately 
fallen. A garrifon, more numerous than Waftiing- 
ton's whole army, might have been left for its de- 
fence, and ro,ooo men, at leaft, fpared to operate up 
the North River, or on the New England coafts, in 
favour of the Northern army. All this might have 
been accompliftied with eafe by the Ijytter end of 
Auguft, although the campaign was not opened 
until the 1 2th of June; but had he General 
«:pmaienced the operations on the 1 2th of May, the 
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mod proper month in the whole year for military 
operations in that part of America, it might have 
been completed by the latter end of July. This ap«> 
pearing evidently to be practicable, with the force 
under the General's command, every candid and 
fenfible man muft applaud the council which in- 
duced his Majedy to approve of the plan for invad- 
ing Pennfylvania, " by the way of Jerfey." 

This approbation was communicated by Lord 
George Germain, in his letter of the 3d of March ; 
but before it could reach * the General, he had al- 
tered this judicious plan for one truly ridiculous, 
and ruinous not only to the Northern army, but his 
own operations ; a plan which mud necelTarily have 
been attended with a great wafte of time, immenfe 
expence, unnecelTary rifle, and innumerable difficul- 
ties. In his letter of the ad of April, he informs 
the Secretary of State, that, " from the difficulties 
'^ and delay that would attend the paffing the river 
*' Delaware, by a march through Jcrfey, I propofe 
" to invade Pennfylvania by fea; and from this ar- 
'* rangement we muft probably abandon the Jerfeys, 
«*. which by the former plan would not have been the 
«' cafe/' 

Will the General aflert, that the Minifter of the 
American department ever approved of this mate^ 
rial, this mifchievous change, in his plan ? ' Did he 
ever approve of his abandoning New Jerfey, his em» 
barking on (hip-board his whole army, and fub. 
jeding them to all the rifks and dangers of the fea,, 
without the leaft neceflity or reafon? The Ameri- 
can Minifter is too wife, and too well verfed in mi* 
litary icience, to have approved of a plan pregnant 
with fuch folly and infatuation ;' if he did, the Ge- 
neral is called on to produce fome proofs of that 
approbatioii. 

• He did not receive it till the Sdi of May, 
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This being the truth, the General will labour 'in 
vain to throw the blame of his own military abfur- 
ditics upon the (houWers of others. The plan ws^s 
truly his own ; and bears fo ftrong a refemblance of 
his other military operations, that no one acquainted 
with them can poffibly doubt it. For by this 
wretched projcdt the three ftrong ports of' BrunC 
wick, Bonumtown, and Amboy, which h^d been for- 
tified at an immenfe national expence, were to be 
given up ; the province of New Jerfcy, which had 
been fo lately reduced, was to be abandoned to an . 
enemy confifting of lefs than one third of his own 
numbers : and a Britilh army, both cavalry and foot,^ 
was to be embarked i-n the hot holds of (hips, in the 
hottcft months of the year, to pafs into a more 
fouchern and fickly climate, and that too at a feafon 
when contrary winds never yet failed to prevail. 
All thefe difficulties, together with the dangers and 
rilks of the ocean, were to be encountered in prefer- 
ence to a march of 58 miles through a fine open 
country, intcrfcded by a variety of roads, and ftored 
with every nccclFary for the accomodation of an 
army. 

But it feems, " the difficulties and delays that 
«* would attend the pallageof the Delaware, and the 
«* want of fufficient means to pafefolarge a riycr*," 
were the obftrudions 10 his fii ft plan. What will 
the reader fay, when he is informed, that this fo 
large, and (b much dreaded river is ever,, in the 
months of June, July, and Auguft, fordablc in a va- 
riety of places, between Trenton and CoryePs Ferry, 
on the datferent roads to Philadelphia? and yet, if , 
it was not fo, that it is not, in many places, joj yards 
wide;, that the ground on the Jerfcy fide com- 
jnands, in many parts, that on the Pcnnfylvania fide. 



• Narrative, p, 16. 
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fo that our army might have been perfectly coverecf 
by cannon in its pailage ; and that the General had 
prepared more boats and pontoons, which he carried 
with him to Brunfwick, than were neceffary for that 
purpofe. Thus circumftanced, and thus prepared, 
what would an Amherft, a Wolfe, or a Bouquet have 
.thought of difficulties fo truly infignificant ? 

As I have now before me Sir Williani Howe's 
general plans of operation, I cannot avoid taking 
jK>ti( e of his change of opinion. As foon as he was 
appointed, his plan " was to open a communication 
with Canada, in the firft inftance*/' Soon after, 
with mu< h good fenfe, he refolves to profecute the 
advanrages he had gained in New Jerfey, and to go 
to Philadelphia by land f- This refolution fuddenly 
changes tor a worfe, to go by fea X* ^^ "^^^ ^^^ 
him alter this refolution for one infinitely worfe ftill, 
and to be equalled by none, lave chat of going to 
Philadelphia by way of the Weft Indies; for he re^ 
folves to go to Philadelphia, by *^ taking the courfc 
*\ of the Chefapeak." And even in this fourth re^ 
fplution he does not continue long, but changes it 
for his third, and agaia determines to go up " thq 
^* Delaware ; and that for a very good reafon, " in 
^* order to be nearer New York§." And yet, after 
all this confufion in opinion, we have feen his moft 
judicious plan, approved of by his Majefty, fet afide j 
and another, founded folely on his own wild ideas, 
unapproved of by, and uncommunicated and un- 
known to, any but his noble Brother and himfelf. 



• Sec his Letter of the 9th of Oftobcr 1775. 

+ See hU Letter of the 20th of January, 1777. 

J See his Letter of the 2d ot April, 1777. 

^ In the laft paragraph of his Letter,? of 16th of July, 1777, 
he fays, *' I propofe going up the Delaware, in order to be 
«« Dearer this place (New York) than I Ihould be by taking the 
*' courfe to Chefapeak Bay, which I once intended, and preferred 
•' to that of the Delaware.'* 
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and which involved the operations of the campaign 
in confufion and ruin, ultimately profecuted. He 
led his army, contrary to his own declared opinion, 
that he ought to be ** near New York," round Cape 
Charles, and wafted the beft feafon for military ope- 
rations, from June to September, encountering, diffi- 
culties and dangers, which the plan approved of by 
his Majefty muft infallibly have avoided. Such was 
the ftrange and fatal verfatility of the General's 
councils and conduft! It would be endlefs to take 
notice of all the miftaken and miftated fads, and 
the many difingenuous arguments, adduced by the 
General in his Vindication. 1 (hall therefore in fu- 
ture content myfelf with giving brief anfwers to 
many of them, dwelling only on , the grolTcr blunr 
ders in his condudt. 

He takes much pains to vindicate himfelf againfl: 
the charge of not opening the campaign before the 
month of June. He begins with cpntradiding my 
affertion, in the Letters, that the American levies 
never could join the army before that month; and 
avers, that their levies " joined early in the fpring.** 
Now this was not the faft ; and it will be eafy to 
convince the reader of its impoffibility. The Ame- 
rican army confifted of more than three-fourths 
Irifh and Scotch, and lefs than pne-fourth native 
Americans*. The firft generally came from the 
back parts of Pennfylvania, Maryland, Virginia, 
North and South Carolina ; the fecond principally 
from the difafFedled New England colonies : fo that 
at leaft three- fourths of the new levies had from 
two, to five and feven hundred miles to march- 
The inclemency of the feafon prevented them from 
letting out from the Southward until the beginning 
of April, and later from the Northward ; and there- 
fore they could not join the army ** early in the 

f Mr. GaUpwajr's Examinalion^ p> 22, 
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•« fpring*/* The time of their junftion, a fmall 
pan from the MiBdle Colonies excepted, was about 
the beginning of June ; before which time, howevo^ 
reduced the number of the enemy might be, the 
General would never begin his principal opera- 
tions« 

But he fays, ** fVe bad not forage in quarters ; mr 
«* could we have carried any quantities for effentid 
^*forvice.*' 

If he had not forage in quarters, on what did his 
horfes fubfift? they were always in high order. In 
his campaign of 1777, be might have.commandcd 
all that Long Ifland, Rhode Ifland, and Staten 
Ifland producra ; and in that of 1778, had he choft 
to open it befc^e he rcfigned his command, all that 
the environs of Philadelphia afforded, which was 
immenfe. And could he not have carried a fort- 
night or three weeks forage, or fufBcient to enable 
him to have attacked his enemy, lying not more 
than a day's march from his quarters? He had 
horfes and carriages fuflicient, and might have had 
more. Sir JefFcry Amherft carried the provifions 
for his army from Lancafter to Montreal ; General 
Forbs, from Lancaftcr to Fort Pitt ; and Colonel 
Bouquet, from Lancafter, upwards of three hundred 
miles, to Mufkinguam. But the true anfwer to all 
thefe weak apologies for his indolence, is, that the 
country was, at all feafons of the year, plentifully 
fiored with dry forage ; and that a fuperior army 
may procure it, if the commander of it cboofes, from 
the fame parts and places where it is daily obtained 
by the inferior; and more efpecially where the 

».i. »• ill ■ ■ ■ ■ I II I ■■ . . . , . 

• In his Letter of the 19th of April, he fays, '• Their force hai 
V been diminished, daring the cottrfe of the winter, bv defertioo* 
f* and by deuchments to the back fettlementf ;'* but he does not 
fay a word of their receiving reinforcements, which a General, fo 
expert in apologies for his~ indolence, w): may prefame, woul4 
have done, hid any joined the eAem|f 's aMy at that time. 
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country is generally difaffcftcd to that inferior army: 
befides, it is well known to the people of that 
country, that the green forage, with which it abounds^ 
is fufficiently grown to fupport cavalry, by the latter 
Cfid of April. In a country thus poiTefled of dry 
and green forage^ the General's horfes could have 
run no ri(k. but there was a magnanimity which 
difcovered itfelf in all his condud,and which, if the 
real lovers c^ their country will not commend, his 
friends, in the oppodtion to Government, will fup- 
port and applaud ! He (corned to imitate the ra^ 
impeiuofity of men, who, too deeply imprefled with 
the principles of honour, and the defire of fame^ 
regard no difficulties; he therefore would never pur- 
fuc the enemy whom he had defeated, nor attack 
him when unprepared ; nor would he open the cam-* 
paign until the levies of his enemy were joined. 

So much for the campaign in 1777. He next 
attempts to juftify his indolence in 1778. Here he 
apprehends that *' he need not fay much in his vin- 
" dication, becaufe very early in April he received 
" his orders to return home.** 

The terms " very early'* in April, are founded in 
miftake. He did not receive a pcrmidion from his 
Majefty to return until the 14th of that month*; 
tior did he refign his command until the 24th of 
May, near fix weeks after. He continued, during 
that time, IhamcfuUy inadive in his winter quarters, 
notwithftanding in the fame letter which conveyed 
the leave to refign, be was ordered by his Majefty, 
" whilft he continued in command, to lay hold of 
" every opportiinity of putting an end to the war, 
•* by a due exertion of the force under his orders." 
The only movement of any confequcnce, during that 
fix weeks, is not mentioned in his letters j however, 
as this exploit ought not to be concealed from the 
public, I will relate it. 



• See Parliamentary Regifter, 1779. 
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On the 19th of May, the Marquis dela Fayette^ 
with the main force of W^fliington's army, from 
Valley Forge, crofled a bridge over the SchuylkiU, 
and took poft at Norrington. Intelligence of this 
movement was immediately communicated to tht 
General. Pretending to fhew a defire to dofome- 
thing before his departure, he marched out with a 
large part of his army, in .two columns, as if he re- 
ally intended to attack the enemy. The firft co- 
lumn, un perceived and unfufpefled, moved in a cir- 
cuit round the enemy's poft, and got perfeftly in 
his rear, within fight of his corps, and confiderably 
nearer the bridge,^ over which only the Marquis 
could poffibly return, while the other column ad- 
vanced towards the enemy's front. Thus com- 
pletely entrapped, the Marquis gave up all as loft ; 
he expected his retreat would have been inftantly 
cut off. Wadiington, defpairing of the fafety of 
the flower of his army, immediately prepared to 
fly, with his remaining non-effe£tivcs, baggage, and 
artillery, to be drawn by a few ftarved and ema- 
ciated horfes, towards the Sufquehannah ; and no* 
thing was wanting but a fmall.fhareof military ex- 
ertion, or, perhaps, inclination to take or deftroy 
the chief force of the American army. But here 
again, as at Brunfwick, Trenton, Hillfborough, 
Brandywine, and German Town, the enemy was 
fuffered to make a yet more fortunate efcape. The 
firff column, inftead of pulhing towards the bridge, 
in a good road leading to it on the right, and cut- 
ting off the enemy's retreat, while the other fliould 
advance, and attack in front, was marched to the 
left, in a route more diftant from the bridge, and 
thus, inftead of intercepting the enemy, fell into his 
rear. The other column, under the immediate 
command of the General himfelf, leifurely advanced 
in front. The paffage to the bridge was left opens 
and the Marquis, having recpyer^d/rom his panic 
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and defpondency, made good his retreat without 
iofs, and unmolefted. 

The words ^^ orders to returrC^ are difingenuou^ 
^nd evafive of the fa6t. They convey the idea, that 
the General was removed from his command con- 
trary to his wifli ; when the truth is, that as foon as 
he had done as little goody and as much mifcbief as pof- 
fible 'y as foon as he had depreffed the fpirits of the 
Loyalifts, by his inacceffibility, his injudicious ap- 
pointments, his neg)e6t'of them when rifing in arms 
in his favour> and the indifcriminate plunder made 
by his army ; as foon as he had revived, by his diC- 
graceful attempts and retreats, that fpirit of refif- 
tance which he had fo lately depreffed ; as foon as 
he had, by his manifeft breach of military duty, and 
the explicit orders of his Sovereign, lacrificed a 
Britifh army 5 as foon as he had overcome the hefi- 
tation and reluftance of the Houfe of Bourbon, and 
prevailed on it, by the indolence of his operations, 
openly and avowedly to fupport the Americans j I 
fay, as foon as he had, with art and addrefs, brought 
this load of ignominy on the Britifti arms, and thefe 
accumulated evils on his country, and not before, he 
petulantly infifted on his refignation. 

The reafon affigned for his refignation is fa inde- 
cent and groundlefs, that I will give it to the reader 
in his own words. " *From the little ATXENr 
** TioN,my Lord, given to my recommendations, 
** fince the commencement of my command, \ am 
*^ led to hope that I may be relieved from this very 
^* painful fervicey wherein I have not the good for- 
** tune to enjoy the neceffary confidence and fup- 
** port of my fuperiors, but which^ I conclude^ will 
** be extended to- Sir Henry Clint on ^ my prefumptive fuc- 
*' cejfor. By the return of the packet^ I humbly re- 

V" ' " ...- I - ■ 

♦ Sec his Letter of the 28th of Oftober, 1778, to Lord George 
Germain. 
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« gueft I may have his Majefty's pcrmiflion to rc- 
" ugn." In what this want of attention to his 
recommendations confifled, is not mentioned-- If 
we look into the correfpondence between the Se;p 
cretary of State and the General, we fliall not find 
it there; for in that it will appear, that if the Ge- 
neral recommended a favourite to his Majefty, he 
was fure to receive promotion , and, to incite and 
oblige him, if honour conferred, and a fenfe of gra- 
titude could oblige him, to do his duty, the order of 
Knighthood was bellowed by his Sovereign on him- 
felf. And when we confider his wanton and ex- 
travagant demands for more force, with the exer- 
tions made by Government to gratify hirn» we fliall 
find, that his complaint of a want " of the confi- 
dence and fupport of his fuperiors," was made 
•without the leaft foundation. 

When the meafures for reducing the revolted 
Colonies were refolvcd on, and the General was 
appointed to the command, fuch was the difpofition 
of Government to gratify him in whatever he fhould 
defire, that the Secretary of State declared, *' the 
•* meafures of force fliould be the wilhes of the 
•* General/' The General, who was then in Ame- 
rica, and had the ftate of the rebellion before him, 
was the beft judge of the force which would be 
competent to its fuppreflSon ; on his judgment, 
therefore. Government relied ; and, inftead of Hint- 
ing, furpaffed his wiflies. In his letter* to the Se- 
cretary of State, after long and mature delibera- 
tion, he only requires 19,000 men, which, he fays, 
will be " adequate to an aftive ofFenfive campaign 
<** on the fide of New York and Rhode Ifland." 
To combat this force, he apprehended the Ameri- 
cans ** would not have lefs than 10,000 men on the 



>t See hb Letter of the 26th of Noyember, 1775. 
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*^ fide of Rhode Ifland, and 20,000 men to aft 
*^ againft General Carlton on one hand, and the 
" New York corps on the other." Inftead of 
19,000 men, he was furnilhed with 31,476; and, 
although htt expected to meet a force of 30,000 
men, the whole American army did not amount to 
18,000. With the force now fent, and which 
amounted to 11,000 men more than he required^ 
the General appears to be more than fatisfied, and- 
declares his ^^ utter aftoni(hment at the uncommott 
** exertions" of Government ; and yet, in his letter 
of the 25th of September, 1776, after he had de- 
feated his enemy, and taken, killed, and difperfed 
more than half of his force, he begins his extrava* 
gant requifitions ; and, with a manifeft defign to 
diftrefs Government, he requires " ten line of battle 
^* (hips, with a number of fupernumerary feamen, 
** for manning boats." Would any perfon fufpeft, 
that, at this time, the Admiral had fixty*five (hips 
of war.; thirteen carrying from co to 70, guns, 
twenty-eight frigates, and thirty^ tour (loops }. and 
that the whole force of America wa&nomore than 
three frigates and (ix Hoops of war? To what ufe 
did the General mean to apply the additional ^^ ten 
fliips of the line," which cquld not be performed 
. by the force already under his brother's command ? 
Was it to batter dowp the fortifications of the ene- 
my's ports and harbours ? We know they had none. 
Was it to penetrate up their (hoal and narrow 
rivers, when he had fo many frigates, and (loops of 
war, only proper for that fervicef Did he want 
them to deteat the truly contemptible naval force 
of the enemy, when the Admiral had upwards of 
fixty veffels of war under his command ? 

It will be as impo(l]ble for us to conceive to what 
pfe the General intended to apply the *' fupernu- 
" merary feamen." His Noble Brother had not 
lefs than 12,00a mariners on board the (hips of war 
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and tranfports then utider his command. Sufely, 
out of (o greiat a number, men fufficient might be 
fpared to man his boats, at any time, and upon any 
occafion; and yet,'notwithftanding the unreafon- 
ablenefs of thefe demands, more Ihips, and of a 
better and more ufeful fize, than was aiked, were 
fent over,, viz. one ftiip of 44 guns, ten of 32, one 
of 28, and one of 8 guns. 

Thie General, page 41, acknowledges, that when 
Mr. Galloway came over to the army, in Decem- 
ber, 1776 (which was on the firtt day of that month) 
" his great fucceffes had intimidated the leaders of 
•* the rebellion, and nearly induced a general fub- 
•* million." And indeed this cbnfeffion, however 
unwarily made, wa^ ftriftly true ; for further oppo- 
fition was univerfally defpaired of by all America, 
except a few defperate men in Wafliington's army, 
and that army vvas reduced to lefs than 3,500 men. 
And yet at this very period, viz. on the 30th of No- 
vember, he* makes an additional demand of 15,000 
rank and file ; and, in his letter of the 20th of Ja- 
nuary, this demand is increafed to 20,000 : and he 
declares, that this number " woUld by no means ex- 
" ceed his wants ; yet 15,000 will give us a fupe- 
** riority." 

The reader will be as much at a lofs to difcover 
to what ufe the General would have applied this 
additional 20,000 men, as he has been in refpeft to 
the ten fhips of the line. Both of thefe demands, 
when his force is confidered, will appear equally 
extravagant and unneccffary. He had then, as ap- 
pears by his own returns, 31,476 men, officers in- 
cluded, and the whole continental force did riot 
amount to 3,500; and yet, incompliance with this 



* See his Letteis of the 30th of November^ 1776, and the 20th 
•f January, 1777. 
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extravagant and wanton requifition, fo faf a3 it was 
poffible to be complied with» 7,800 troops were, 
with all expedition, fent over to him. 

The Greneral, it feems, did not make this extra- 
vagant dpmand without affigning a reafon for it. 
Reafom, or what he thought would carry the weight 
of reafons, were always at hand, when the Minifter 
eoaM receive no ftate of fa£ls but by the packets 
luider the General's command, and when all letters 
from Ain^i^^ were liable to his infpe£tion. Per- 
haps GoyernmenI never committed a greater mif- 
take, than that of fuflfering the line of intelligence, 
from countries where its fervants are employed,' to 
be taken out of. the hands of the confidential officer. ' 
It enables its own fervants to mifreprefent the ftate 
of the country, the difpofition of the people, the 
numbers of the enemy, and to put what glof« they 
pieafe on their own mifcondu£t, without a poffi* 
bility of deteSion ; and from thefe mifrepretenta- 
tions it has often happened, that men have met i 

with applaufe, when, in juftice, they fliould h^ve r 

received condemnation and difgrace. 

But the reafons afligned were groundlefs and ro- ^ 

mantle. In his letter of the 12th of February, he^ /i 

informed the Secretary of State, that " the Ame- 
** ricans h^ve profpefts of bringing an army into 
*' the field of more than 50,000 men. They are 
<* moft fanguine in their expectations, and, confci- 
^' ous that their whole fl^ke depends upon the fuc- 
** cefs of the next campaign, ufe every compulfory 
" me^ns to ihofe who do not enter voluntarily into 
" ther fervice ;" and yet, notwithftanding all this 
fanguinenefs of expectation, and thefe ^' compul- 
" fory meanS)" we know, that inftead of " more 
" than 50,000 men," they were not able to bring 
into the field, when the General met their force at 
Hilliborough, more than 8000^ and even at th^ 
Brandywine not more 26,0^0^ militi^ included; af- 
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ter he had, contrary to all policy, given them two 
months to recruit their feeble army by every poiTible 
exertion. 

It thus appears, that if the reinforcement fent fell 
ftioft' of the force required by the General, the ex- 
pefted reinforcement of the enemy, which was the 
reafon afligned for that requifition, failed in a much 
greater proportion ; more than one-half of the force 
required was fent, and not more than one-fifth of 
that of the enemy's was raifed. The account of the 
force ftood thus in 1777: Britifli 40,874 veteran 
troops; American regular army at Hillfborough, 
8000 ; at Brandy wine, 11,000; and, in the fpring 
i77'8, at the Valley Forge, not 4000 undifciplined 
troops. With what juftice, then, can the General 
complain of his want of force, and how (hamelefs 
and bare-faced is his attempt to throw the blame 
of his own mifconduft on that Adminiftration, 
which has, by fuch " uncommon exertions," thus 
gratified jiim in his extravagant requifitions? 

Pages from 50 to 59 are employed in attempt- 
ing to prove that the people of America ate almojl unh 
verjally dijloyal^ and that he did every thing in his power 
to encourage them to take up armSy without fuccefs. 

Here he afferts, that the " only attempt" made, 
by a body of men, to affift in fupprefling the rebel- 
lion, was in North Carolina, in 1776. Did the 
General never, hear of two different bodies, who 
took arms in favour of Government, at different 
times, in the peninfula between the Deleware and 
Chefapeak I Did he never fee, or hear of the 
proclamation iffued by the Congrefs, to fupprefs 
them? If he did not, all America faw it, and the 
people of Britain may alfo fee it. Did he never 
hear, that, in feveral counties above. Albany, the 
Loyalifts, being by far the greater number, pre- 
vented the difaffefted from joining Gates, when 
going againft General Burgoyne? This was a faft 
I •^- known 
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l^nown to thoufands within his own line^. Did 
he never hear of the numerous oflfers made to Mr- 
Galloway, while the General was at Philadelphia, 
by the gentlemen of many counties, to take up 
arms, to difarm the difafFefited, and to reftore their 
refpeftive diftrifts to the peace of the crown? 'He 
Certainly did. 

" The people of Staten Ifland, he confeffe^, 
(page 50) " teftified their loyalty by all the means 
*^ in their power;" and General Tryon, and fome 
other, gentlemen, " who had taken refuge on board 
" fhip, informed him of the loyal difpofition of the^ 
** people of New York and New Jerfey, &c." 
But it feems General Tryon, who had been many 
years Governor of the province, and the other gen- 
tlemen, who had lived long in New York, were all 
miilaken. 

Ip order to account for the abfurdity of his ex* 
tenfive cantonments, he acknowledges, it was to 
•* cover the county of Monmouth, in which the^e 
** are many loyal inhabitants.^' But here again the Ge- 
neral found himfelf mifinformed ; Governor Tryon, 
and a number of other gentlemen of New York, 
had before, as I have mentioned, deceived hifti. 
And now General Skinner, whom he warmly re- 
commends to his Majefty's favour, who was the 
Attorney-general of the province, and from whom 
he mull, or ought to have taken his information 
refpefting the people of Monmouth, was alfo mif- 
taken. Thefe gentlemen, it feems, knew little about 
the difpofition of the people of the country in which 
the moft of them were born, and in which they had 
lived from their infancy; for, fays he, " many^ very 
** many of the people of Monmouth were taken in 
" arms againft us, with my proteftions in their 
"pockets." Had the General {aid fome, and ^«/ 
/ew, of the people of New Jerfey had afted in this 
naanner, he would have been much nearer to the 
X 2 fa£t. 
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faft. Among the 6000 people who came In and 
took the oaths, fome were^ it may be reafonabfy 
fuppofed, di£affe£te<l, but even thefe, we ought to 
fuppofc would have kept their oaths, had not the 
proclamation been fhamefully violated on the part 
of the General. The plunder was (6 indifcrimi- 
nate, and fo exceffive, that men were robbed of 
their all ; and it was thefe difaffed men, made def- 
perate by the breach of public faith, and injuries 
which they had fuftained, who were taken in arms, 
with his proteftions in their pockets, and none 
others* Let Britons, for a moment, fuppofe, that 
the military, who were fent into the city of London 
to proteft their perfons and properties againft the 
violence of the late mob, inftead of affording them 
that proteftion, had robbed their houfes, and poU 
luted their wives and daughters; would they have 
tftmely fubmitted to fuch outrages? Would their 
hearts have felt no difpofition to oppofe fuch enor- 
mous wickednefs? Their fenfibility will anfwer 
thefe queftions. Indeed it is impoffiblc for lan- 
guage to defcribe the mifchiefs and difgrace which 
the want of difcipline in the Britifh army, in this 
refpeft, brought on the fervice; and men who are 
acquainted with it, are furprized that it had not 
produced, what, from many circumftances, it is 
probable was intended, an univerfal revolt of all 
the Colonifts. 

As another inftance of the difloyalty of the Ame- 
mericans, the General fays, " Several corps were 
ofFer^ to be raifed, and were accepted, in the 
winter 17763 to confift of 6500 men; but in May, 
1778, the whole number amounted to only 5609, 
including the brigades of Delancy and Skinner; a 
little more than half the promiied compliment." 
The gentletaen. who offered to raife thefe corpSj 
cxpeSed that the General would have opened tW 
$eld for recruiting* When they looked at his force, 
5 they 
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they faw it was pra£iicable; but they were de- 
ceived by the indolence and mifcondud: of the Ge« 
neral. Brigadier General Skinner's brigade was to 
have been raifed in New Jerfey. This province 
the General had (hamefully given up. Brigadier 
General Delancy's corps was ta have been raifed 
in the province of New York, which he txp&St&i 
would have been open to his recruiting parties. 
But the General contented himfelf with tjfie pof- 
feflion of Long Ifland, Staten Ifland, and the Ii)an4 
of New York 5 and, moreover, fuffered his enemy. 
who had not 6000 effe£live men to harafs and be- 
liege him in his quarters, during the whole recruit-i 
ing feafon. When thefe fafts are candidly con-* 
^dered, together with the fmall numbcj of Ame^ 
iricans within the Britifh lines* the man of fenfe, 
who will refledt how f5ew men in a fociety are wil- 
ling to fubje^ their perfons to the dangers of war, 
and to military difcipline, will be furprized at the 
iiumbers enlifted under fuch difadvantages, and 
within fo fmall a con?pafs of territory; and will 
confefs, that it is a ftrong proof of the loyalty of 
(he people. 

At Pniladelpfaia, the General infinuates that he 
had made the fame experiment on the loyalty of 
the people. " Mr. William Allen, a gentleman 
** who was fuppofed to have great fdmily influence in 
^* that province^ Mr, Chalmers, much refpe£led in 
<' the three lower counties on Delaware, and in 
" Maryland; Mr. Clifton, the chief of the Roman 
** Catholic perfuafion, of whom there were faid to 
^' ^e many m Philadelphia, as well as in the Ame- 
*' rican army^ ferving againft their inclinations, were 
<< appointed commands^nts of corps." And what 
was the fuccefs of thefe efforts? He tells us, " they 
^^ only amQunted to 800 me|(, inpluding thr^e troops 
^^ of light dragoOi^s^ confii^in^ oif 1%% troopers." 
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All this is plaufible in appearance, but fallaci- 
ous in reality. It was the duty of the General to 
enquire after popular charafters for thefe appoint- 
ments; but he fought the moft unpopular. Mr. ^ 
Allen was a young gentleman, whofe family influ- 
ence was cotifiderable among the Republican party, 
before they fubverted the proprietary government, 
and threatened to feize on the proprietary eftate; 
but, after thefe circumflances took place, that influ- 
ence was lofl:; he had been alfo a Colonel in the 
American fervice, in the Canada expedition. I do 
not mention thefe circumflances to prejudice Mr, 
, Allen, becaufe 1 now believe him, fron convic- 
tion, to be a loyal fubjeft; but yet, a charac- 
ter thus circumftanced was not the perfon under 
whom the General could, in reafon, expeft the 
Loyalifts would inlift. Mr. Chalmers, a gentleman 
from Maryland, who came into the Britirfi army at 
Elky though much refpedied in Maryland, was un- 
connefted, and without any influence, in Philadel- 
phia. Colonel Clifton, if poffible, had lefs influ- 
ence, except among the Roman Catholics; and of 
thefe there were not 200 men capable of carrying 
a mufquet; befides, here, as in New York, dur- 
ing the whole feafon for recruiting, he fuflfered 
Wafliington's parties and detachments to furround 
his lines, and render it impoflible to recruit in the 
country. Such were the gentlemen appointed, and 
fuch the embarraflments under which the recruit- 
ing fervice laboured in Philadelphia; and yet the 
General acknowledges, that, during his fhort ftay 
in that city, where he found only,4482 males, from 
eighteen to fixty years of age, of whom near 1000 
were Quakers, he raifed 974 rank and file, and, 
officers included, upwards of iioo. 

The General fays nothing of Mr. Galloway's 
troop of Philadelphia light dragoons; it did oot 
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fijit his purpofe. Thai v^ry unpopular genthmRn 
offered to raiTe a regiment of horfe, but he could 
procure a warrant for raifing a troop only. This 
corps was expeditioufly raifed ; in two months they 
were complete, and fo well difciplined as to be re- 
viewed by the General, and greatly applauded for 
their difcipline. It is known in that country, that 
his influence among the Loyalifts was fuch, that 
he could have raifed a regiment in nearly the fame 
time, notwithftanding the embarraffrtients under 
which the recruiting ferviee then laboured. But 
the General declined making ufe of Mr. Gallo- 
way's influence in the, recruiting ferviee, and pre- 
ferred to it that of an unpopular country tavern- 
keeper, for whom he thought his fervants in the 
kitchen the moft proper company. This man re- 
ceived a warrant to raife a troop, and now mixes 
with gentlemen of rank in the army. Such were 
the judicious appointments of the Commander in 
Chief in Philadelphia! 

To the charge, that no ftep was taken by the 
General to embody the friends of Government in 
New Jerfey, who were anxious and defirous to be 
employed in difarming the difaffefted, and in de- 
fending the country when the army fliould pro- 
ceed in its other neceflary operations, he anfwers. 

Page 53.] " / never heard 0/ the anxiety and readi- 
" nefs here exprejfed'' s 

If the General never heard of the anxiety and 
readinefs here exprefled, it was becaufe he would 
not. It is a fa£t which I have mentioned before, 
and will here again repeat, that upwards of fifty 
gentlemen, of well-known principle and untainted 
loyalty, fome of them troni the dijloyat county of Mon-- 
mouthy came into the lines of Trenton, with defign 
to offer their fervices in the before-mentioned mea- 
fures; but the General was inacceflible; they could 
not, after feveral days attendance, procure an audi- 
ence. 
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enee. Some of them returned home, chagrined 
and difgufted, and others are now in New i ork, 
taking refuge under the proteftioq of the King's 
forces. But if the General had really the reduc- 
tion of the rebellion at heart, why did he not fet 
up the King's ftandard, and call on the Loyalifts 
of that country to affift him in arms? Why di<J 
he reft on his proclamation, with promifing them 
proteftion, and then fuflPering that promifc to be 
violated in tboufand^ of inftances? Pid he expeft 
that the Loyalifts would impertinently offer their 
afiift^nce to a General who would not deign to aik 
it, and who fuffered his troops to plunder the in- 
habitants to a degree more exceflive than pver wa^ 
known, under a prudent Qencral, in ^p enemy's 
country? Did he believe, that, by fuch tneafures^ he 
fliould attach even the well-difpofed to the caufe 
he was engaged in? Did he imagine that it was 
ppffible to execute his truft, in reducing a country 
fo extenfive, without making ufe of the well? 
^ffefted force in it, and whilft he was porfuin^ the 
moft effectual meafures to turn that force agaiaft 
iiimfelf? If he did^ he adied upon principles con- 
tradifted by, common fenfe, and the praftice of all 
other Generals who ever deferved the applaofe an4 
rewards of their country. 

In page 54, the General next attempts to prove 
that the inhabitants of Philadelphia were not " anxi- 
^' ous to promote the Icing's fervicei even without 
f' parrying arms." 

He tells usy that labourers were wanted to conflruR 
ibe. redoubts at Philadelphia \ and he applied to Mr, 
Galloway to procure them. He prefumes Mf . Galloway 
exerted himfetf\ and.yet^ ** with all his ajiduityy and 
'^ the means made ufe of by the chief engineer^* the 
whole number that could be prevailed on to affi^ kim^ 
amounted^ each day^ upon an average^ to no more than 
between feventy and eighty, 
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This tranfaftion, Irke every other mentioned in 
his Defence, is grofsly mifreprefented. Mr. GaK 
towtiy was applied to, by the chief engineer, tq 
prpcure the labourers. Near one hundred were 
immediately procured. The wages offered were 
8d. per diem, and a fait ration ; but for thefe the 
men would not labour. The common wages, in 
the city, were from 5s. 6d. to 6s, fterling, per diem, 
Beef was fold at 2s. 6A. a 3s. per pound ; mutton 
at 2S. a 2s. 6d.; cheefe at Ss.; and brej^l at a price 
equally high. The men had families to feed. The 
General was folicited to raife their wages, but he 
obftinatdy and inhumanly refufed ! the men de- 
ferted their work, and the officers declared they 
could not blame them. Very different was the 
condu6l of LfOrd CornwaMis, when he applied to 
Mr. Galloway to repair the too long negleQed 
dykes of the Province Ifland. Mr. Galloway rer 
coUefting the former conduft of the General, in- 
formed his Lordfljip, that he could not undertake 
the biifinefs, unlefs the men were to receive reafon- 
able wages; and that he ihould aik no more than 
he had given for the like work in time of peace; 
although the price of labour was rifen nearly two- 
thirds more. His Lcrdftiip replied, the work muft 
be done, and, without hefitation, aflented to the 
propofal. Near fifty men were immediately pro- 
cured, at a Spianifli dollar per diem, a fait ration^ 
aod a pint of rum; the latter, becaofe they were 
obliged to work in water. The bufinefs was done' 
in fix days, much to his Lordihip t» declared fatisfac- 
tion; and then, and not till then, could the chief 
engineer make any considerable progrefs in ereft- 
k^ the main battery againft Mud Ifiand fort. 

In pages 59, 60, the Gefterat endeavours to extenu- 
ate the plunder y and other mormitks committed by the 
J6idi&ry in America. He affJertSy that " there never was 
** tefs plunder^ nor fewer enormities ^ committed by my 
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*' army in the field \^ and intimates ^ that the new/papers 
in America^ like thofe of other countries^ are the vehicles 
of invention and calumny y upon which thefe enormities 
are grounded, 

1 fincerely wi(h, for the credit of human nature, 
as well as for the General's credit, that this repre- 
fentation were juft; but all, and more than I have 
faid in my letters to a nobleman^ refpe£iing indif- 
criminate and exceflive plunder, is known to thou- 
fands within the Britifh lines, and to a number of 
gentlemen now in England ; and in refpeft to (he 
rapes, the faft alledged does not depend on the 
credit of newfpapers. A folemn enquiry was made, 
and affidavits taken,, by which it appears that no 
kfs than twenty-three were committed in one neigh- 
bourhood in New Jerfey; fome of them on married 
women, in the prefence of their helplefs huibands; 
and others on daughters, while the unhappy pa- 
rents, with unavailing tears and cries, could only 
deplore the favage brutality. Thefe affidavits are 
on record in America; and printed copies of jhem 
are now in London. Such were the meafures pur- 
fued by the General, to reconcile his Majefty's de- 
luded fubje£ts to his government, and tp encourage 
the Loyalifts to fupport the caufe of their Sove- 
reign! 

In page 6i^ the General adduces the evidence of 
Major-general Grey, to prove that the Chefapeak expe- 
dition occafioned '* A POWERFIXL DIVERSION IN FA- 
*' VOUR OF THE NORTHERN ARMY." 

How powerful this diverfion was, the world al- 
ready knows; it loft the very army it was intended 
to fave, if it can be poffible that fuch was the in- 
tent. But I will more particularly confider the 
force of the Major-general's evidence, in fupport 
of the fa£l alledged by the Commander in Chief. 

" I ihinky' fays the Major-general, " a flronger 
" diverfion could not have been made than that of draw- 
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*' ing General Wajhington^ and the whole Continental 
** army^ near 300 miles off'' 

From this mode of exprefllon, the reader may 
poffibly apprehend that Wafhington was drawn 
300 miles more diftant from the Northern army. 
But the Majoy-general couM not poffibly mean 
this; the fa£t being, that Wafhington was only 
drawn, except for a few days, from Quibbe Town 
to the Schuylkill, 50 miles more diftant; and, tb 
perform this truly ridiculous diverfion, he carried 
lis army, by fea, at leaft 700 miles, againft trade- 
winds, and, as he confeffes himfelf, through a " very 
difficult navigation*." The confequences were fore- 
feen by every man of common refle£tion. The carry- 
ing the main Britilh force at fo great adiftance from 
the Northern Colonies, infpired the Americans with 
new hopes and fpirits, and contributed greatly to 
increafe their numbers, under Gates, againft the 
Northern array. It wafted two months of the cam- 
paign, deftroyed many, and rendered the remainder 
of the Britilh horfes totally unfit for fervice; and 
occafioned the dtftruftion of a number of veflels 
and ftores, which, " it feems," could not be re- 
moved from the head of Elkf . 

But to fliew the folly of this extraordinary ma- 
noeuvre, I will <:randidly lay before the public a 
true ftate of the Britifti arid American force at 
this conjunfture, and their refpe6tive pofitions. 

General Burgoyne was on his route from Canada 
to Albany, where Sir William Howe vvas ordered 
to form a junflion of the two armies. 

Wafhington was at Quibbletown, 200 miles dif- 
tant from the place where the Northern army muft 
meet the enemy, and where it was taken; the 
Generars force was at New York, 40 miles nearer. 



• See his Letter of the 30th of Auguft, 1777. 
t Sir WiQiam Howe's fetter, OOobcr lOf 1777. 
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ftnd in a manner between ihe Northern army and 
Waihington, 

Wafliington's army cxMild not have pafled to Al- 
bany by water; he had not (hipping nor craft; nor 
could it have marched by land in lefs than a fort- 
night ; and that only by one road, leading through 
a gap of the mountain. General Howe had an 
immenfe fleet of men of war and tranfports, fuf- 
ficient to carry his whole force to Albuny in au^ 
week. 

Waihington, when at Quibbletown, lay about 
nine miles from Brunfwick, with his front on the 
Rarlton, which, at that time, and in that place, 
was not fordable, and his rear was acceffible with 
eafe. General Howe^ at the fame time at Brunf- 
wick, inftead of marching to HiUfborough, on the 
fouth iide of the Rariton, as if dreading his force, 
. might have pafled in a good road, on the north 
fide, not more than fourteen miles, and perfefMy 
encompafled his enemy, 

Wamington's army was compofed of new raifed 
and undifciplined troops, commanded by inexpe^ 
rirnced ofiicers; they were a corps, which had been 
defeated in every a(%on, llratigers to viSory, and 
ilifpirited. Sir William Howe's army were Britons 
and Germans^ perfedly dilciplined, and commanded 
by brave and ej^pcrienccd officers, who had carried 
viftory and conqueft with them wherever they had 
ttod^ whofe fpirit had been exalted above the cfFedls 
pf fear by numerous and recent focceflTes, 

Waftiington commanded, by Sir William Howe's 
own exaggerated account^ only 10,000 men; and, 
by his own returns, it appears he had under his im<- 
mediate command, at New Yoik^ 4P*7*4 ; ^^ ^^^^ 
we look at his own diilribution ot the force necef- 
fary for his garrifons, we find yioo* fufficient for 

• Sir WitM^m HsfNi's Acief U«er, of tiiQ Slid of Apdl» 1 777. 
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that puFpofe: fo that 3J>6S4 rcmahied to be led 
agatnft bk enemy. 

Upcot this ftaxr xii kds^ it h natural to afk tbe 
foUDwing cfuediotia : 

Did Sir William Howe imagine that he hsIs tak^' 
iitg tbeneceifary meafures to fulfil his orcktrs to join 
the northern arn>y at Albany^ by leading his own 
army round Cape Charles, 350 miles move diflanC 
from Albany than he Avas at New York I 

Did he really imagine that leading Wafhingoon^ 
already 200 miles frx:>m Saratoga, from Quibbletoivn 
to the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, could poifibljr 
be a divernon of the ieaft importance to the northerin 
army? If Wafliington had intended to haveco-ope* 
rated with Gates againft the northern army, eouldi: 
Sir William Howe think that he fhould prevent it by 
hiding his army in the ocean, and by his circuitous 
route to the Chefapeak, going 600 miles from Sa-* 
ratago, and leaving Wamingtbn within 200 miles 
of it ? 

If the General really intended to prevent Wafli- 
ington from aflifting Gates, why did he not take a 
poft between them in New Jerfey, on the only road. 
and pafs through which Wafliington could march?. 
If he really intended to put an end to the war, 
by defeating the main army in the field, why did he 
not lead 25,000 men from Brunfwick, on the north 
fide of the Rariton, and attack Wafliington 's lOiOOO 
men in his unfortified camp ? Or, if Walhington had 
been fo fortified and ftrong as to render an aflault 
improper, why did be not, with fucK a fuperior 
force, furround, and, by cutting off his fupplies, 
with which he was very fcantily fupplied, itarvc 
him ? All thefe meafures were pointed out by com- 
inon fenfe. The benefits which would have accrued 
from thenl w^re obvious to all, and of the greated 
importance , to the fuppreflion of the war ; while 
thatwhkh he purfued did not afford the lead prof- 
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pedl of a fingle advantage to the fervice, and be-* 
fides was attended with an immenfe unneceilary cx-» 
pence, was pregnant with numerous difficulties^ 
rifquesy and dangers^ and promifed the ruin of the 
campaign. 

Major-General Grey, in his evidence, further (ays, 
•* I , do not think there was any one objed: which 
•• would have tempted General Waftiington to rilk 
•* a general adlion fo much as the fear of lofing the 
" capital of Pennfylvania/' 

This I believe to be true : but, what does it avail 
in the defence of the General's condud ? Nothings 
It contains a full condemnation of his Chefapeak ex- 
pedition. For Waftiington would have fought be- 
tween Hilllborough and that city, from the fame 
motive. He engaged Sir William Howc*s army at 
Brandywine for that reafon, and he would have done 
it in New Jerfey. Why then did not Sir William 
Howe, having his boats and pontoons with him all 
prepared at Brunfwick, pafs his army from that 
place to the Delaware? If Wafliington had come 
from his pretended ftrong poft to attack the Britiih 
army, he muft have fought his enemy upon equal, 
if not difadvantageous terms, as Sir William Howe 
might have chofe his ground. If he had re* 
mained in his camp, the city of Philadelphia, and 
all his magazines of military and other ftores, muft 
have fallen, without oppofition, into the General's 
hands. 

To the queftion: " Was there any probability 
" of bringing the war to a termination that cam- 
*' paign, without forcing General Wafliington to a 
*' general engagement ?" The Major-general an- 
fwers, " Certainly not," 

Here the General appears to be fenfible of the 
great importance of bringing Wafliington to a bat- 
tle. Why then did he not take one rational fl:ep 
to effeft this purpofe } Was it poflible that he could 
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imagine, that his taking poft on the fouth fide of 
the Rariton would bring an inferior enemy down 
from his advantageous poft, acrofs an unfordable 
river, to attack him? Why did he not march up 
on the fame fide of the river on which Wafhington 
lay, and offer him battle? Wafliington muft have 
fought in a little time, or ftarved his army. Or, 
why did he not make a feint, by paffing towards 
Philadelphia? This muft have bfoughi Wafhington 
from his poft, or he muft have given up the " capi- 
tal of Penhfylvania," for which the General him- 
felf believed he would fight. Surely any of thefe 
meafures were preferable to the unpromifing and 
unfortunate expedition round by fca to the head 
of Elk. 

It will not be thought a digrefTion, (liould I here 
give the reader a defeription of the great advan- 
tages which a fuperior army muft have over an 
inferior, in their operations in New Jerfey. THe 
province is bounded on the eaft and fouth, by the 
North River, New York Bay, and the Ocean; on 
the weft, by the Bay and River Delaware; and on 
the north, it runs inio the uninhabited mountains, 
forming a J>eninfula to the fouth. The waters in- 
clofing it on the eaft, fouth and weft, are not more 
than fifty miles diftant from each other, and until 
the month of June are never fordable: nor even 
theUj except in the Delaware above Trenton. And 
there are very few countries to be found, lefs dif- 
ficult and better adapted for military operations. 
What then is the cafe of an inferior army in a coun- 
try thus fituated, when a fuperior force is properly 
Jed againft it ? If it (hould march to avoid its enemy 
fouthward, it runs into a fnare from whence it can- 
Hot efcape. If it turns to the north, it muft com- 
bat every difliiculty which mountains deftitute of 
provifions can afford ; and if he attempts either on 
the eaft or ,wcft to efcape, he may be attacked in 
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the morwent of craffing ^ confidefable river. And 
yet the Genera), by the indolence of his move- 
ments, although be h^d his truly conteroptible 
enenay in this very country, fuflfeted him to crofs 
the Delaware with his heavy baggage and artillery 
in 1776; and \r) June 1777 {hamefully retreated 
before him, fufferii^g bin> conftantly to harafs the 
Britift rear from Bl'unfurick to Amboy. And what 
Was yet more abfurd in military policy, he left this 
fcene of operations, fo full of advantages to bim^ 
felf, and mifchievous to his enemy, in order to draw 
him into a field more extenfive, where none of them 
fexiftedi 

The Major-general further fays, " With the force 
" Sir William Howe had under his command, I 
" think, if General Wafliington had a wifb, it was 
" for him to have gone up the North river." 

Ibis is only matter of opinion, and altogether ill* 
founded", Wafhington dreaded the army's paffing 
up the North, river. He knew too well the dit- 
ficulties he muft have to encounter in following it. 
He knew the Britilb army would be tranfported 
with eafe, and in a fhort time, by water; and that 
his own muft march over mountains, ^nd through 
ravines and ftrong defiles; and that he muft receive 
his provifions from the fouthern Colonies. And he 
alfaknew, that it would deprefs the fpirits of the 
eaftern militia, prevent them, in a good degree, 
^from joining Gates, and infallibly fave the northern 
army-. Such being his fixed opinion; when it was 
fuggefted to him that Sir William Howe was gone 
to the Chefepeak, he would not believe it, and 
contended that the meafure was too abfurd to be 
poffible. Agreeably to this opinion he a^led. When 
Sir William Howe, with the fleet, failed from th^ 
Hook fouthwardj Wafliington moved his army from 
Quibbletowa northward^ in Order to be more con- 
veniently fiiuated to fqllow the Britifli General up 
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the North river. He believed the failing from the 
Hook to be a feint, and expefted each day that he 
fhould hear of the General's return, and of his fail- 
ing with his army towards Albany. And as foon 
as he heard that the Britifli fleet was at the Capes 
of Delaware, and not before, he marched fouth- 
ward; but upon receiving accounts that the fleet 
h?d again ftood out to fea, ftill perfuaded that Sir 
William Howe could not aft ifo contrary to reafon 
and obvious policy, as to go up the Chefapeak to' 
Philadelphia, and that he would yet go to the 
northward, he returned to his northern poft, which 
he did not leave until it was perfectly afcertained 
that t^he Britilh fleet was near the head of Elk. 
This conduft of the American General agreed with 
his declared fentiments, and proves the reverfe of 
the Major-generaPs opinion. 

Pdge 62,] " Afy reafon for going by fea fully Jet 
^^ forth in my narrative, page 16." 

The only reafons afligned by the General to his 
Sovereign, in his letters, were the difficulties he 
fliould meet with in crofling the Delaware. To 
thefe I have already replied. Since that letter, he 
has difcovered a number of others, equally ill- 
founded; and for thefe I am referred to the Narra- 
tive. 

Page 16.] " To have attacked Wafhington in that 
*^ flrong pofl (Quibbletown)^ I mufl neceffarily have made 
** a confiderable circuit of the country T 

The utmofl diftance of this circuit would not 
have exceeded fifteen miles, about fix miles further 
than to Hillfborough. Neither Quibbletown nor 
Hillfborough are ten miles from Brunfwick ; fo that 
this confiderable circuit of country might have been 
performed in one day. A circuit which will bear no 
comparifon with the one now adopted in its (lead, 
and which he took by fea and land, to fight Wafli* 
ington at Brandy wine, on ground equally ftrong. 

vojL. X. Y Page 
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Page 1 6.] " I did not think it advifeable to lofe 
*^ fo much time as muft have been employed in that march 
** during the intenfe heat of the feajon^ 

The time which would have been loft in that 
march could not have been more than ten bourse— 
the time wafted in his Chefapcak circuit was three 
months. 

Ibid.] *^ Exclujive of this confide)' ation^ our return 
'^ mufi have been through an exhaufted country, where 
^* there was no pofjibility of keeping up the communication 
" with Brunfwick'^ 

The reader, by this ajccount, may be led to thmk 
' that Quibbletown is one hundred miles from Brunf- 
wick, when in faft it is but ten at moft;— and the 
communication might have been as eafily kept up 
w^ith Quibbletown as with Hillft>orough ; and be- 
fides, as Sir William Howe had only ii,ooo men 
with him, he might have had as many more to 
have fecured the communication if he had wanted 
them. 

in my Letters I have afferted, that " in the midft 
** of viftory the ardour of his troops was fup- 
" prefled ;" and the General fjippofes, page 62, 
" that the author alludes to his conduft near the 
** lines of Brooklyn, and introduces the, evidence 
" of Lord Cornwallis and Major-general Grey to 
" difprove it." Here the General is miftaken. I 
did not allude to his conduft at Brooklyn, but at the 
Brandywine; Goftien, and at Germantown. Men 
of the firft reputation for candour and integrity at 
New York declare, that this was alfo the cafe at 
Brooklyn and the White Plains; but, as I have not 
treated of the General's conduft at thofe places, I 
Ihall take no further notice of his evidence. 

In the Letters, I have faid, " that, at Brunfwick, 
" Lord Cornwallis was upon the heels of the ene* 
" my ; the deftruftion of a bridge over the Raritbn 
" faved them only for a few hours; their further 
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•* fecurity was owing to the orders received by that 
•« nobleman to halt at Brunfwick." 

To difprove thefe fa£^s, he again, page 65, re- 
fers to the teftimony of Earl Cornwallis. On this 
teftimony I (hall make no remarks; but content 
myfelf with only obferving, that the fa£ls I have 
alledged are ratified not only by the univerfal re- 
port of the country, but by the General's own 
letter of the 20th December, 1776, .written at the 
time when the tranfaftion happened, to give juft 
information to his Sovereign, whom he ought not 
to have deceived, and when the General did . not 
think of his defence. And therefore I prefume, 
the public will give full credit to it, Tne words 
of the letter are: 

" In the Jerfeys, upon the approach of the vap 
*^ of Lord Cornwallis's corps to Brunfwick, by 
** a forced march on the firft inftant, the enemy 
** went oflF mojl precipitately to Prince Town; and 
*^ had they not prevented the paffage of the Rari- 
*' ton, by breaking a part of Brunfwick bridge, fo 
•* great was the confufion among theniy that their army 
*^ muft inevitably have been cut to pieces^ 

" My firjl defign extending no further than to get pof- 
^' fejfidn of Eafl New Jerfey^ Lord Cornwallis 

" HAD ORDERS NOT TO ADVANCE BEYOND BrUKS* 

*^ wick, which occasioned him to discon- 
" tince his pursuit." 

Here every faft I have alledged, and which the 
General has denied, ftands fully 9Qiifefled by him- 
fclf; and when it is known that the Rariton is ford- 
able at Brunfwick, at every recefs of the tide, no 
man can doubt but the fpirit and aftivity of his 
Lordfhip would have led him, had not his orders 
been—" not to advance beyond Brunfwick,*' to 
have purfued, an enemy thus precipitately " flying,'* 
thus ready to be " cutto pieces," and having fo 
" difficult'^ a river to pafs as the Delaware. 
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The advantages which muft havie been derived 
from continuing the purfuit were fo critical, fo mo- 
mentous, and obvious, that we cannot fuppofe that 
' an officer fo a£live and enterprizing, and who had 
purfued his enemy more than ninety miles, re* 
ducing their numbers from 18,000 to 5,000 men, 
would have difcohtinued his purfuit at the moment 
that enemy had before him. all the difficulties of 
croffing a confiderable river. 

Page 67.] WaJ}dngto}{s force at this time (when he 
nx)as followed to Trenton) confifled of 6,000 men^ exclu- 
five of Lee^s corps of 4,000 ; General Wafhington lofi 
no time in croffing his artillery and heavy baggage over 
the Delaware at Trenton^ before we could move from 
Brunfwick. He alfo croffed fart of his troops^ keeping 
a corps on the eafl fide to obferve our motions. 

This paragraph contams three miftakes; one of 
them, I trull, the General himfelf will confefs. 
He here fays that Wa(hington*s force confifted of 
6,000 men. In his Narrative, page 8, he acknow- 
ledges that force to be only 3,000 when it attacked 
Colonel Rhal at Trenton. He alfo afferts, that Lee's 
corps confifted of 4,000 men. In his letter * to the 
Secretary of State, giving an account of Lee's cap- 
ture, which happened only a few days before, he 
fays it confifted of 2,000 men. Thefe contradic- 
tions in his opinions, at the time he w^as writing 
to the Secretary of State, and when he is making 
his defence before the public, the reader will be 
at no lofs to account for. However, the truth is, 
that Wafliington, by his own returns made on the 
day before he croffed the Delaware, had no more 
than 3,300; and a number of thefe deferted imme- 
diately after. Lee's corps did not amount to 1500J 
and on his capture, many of them deferted; fo that 
when Waftiington made his great, and what many 

• See his Letter, dated Doc. aoth, 1776. 
^ thought 



Digitized by 



Google 



EXPOSURE OF HOWE, 341 

thought would be, his laft effort to recover his 
defperate affairs, he could only bring over againft 
Colonel Rhal 2800 men, ordering Cadwallader with 
his brigade of 500 men to crofs the Delaware, and 
to attack Bordentown, where only 80 Helfian grena- 
diers were left by Colonel Donop. The ice in the 
Delaware prevented this intended manoeuvre. And 
yet Sir William Howe fuffered Wafhington with 
this army, then the whole Continental force of 
America, to take from him all Eaft and Weft Jer- 
fey, except his pofts on the Rariton, and that too at 
a time when he confeffes in his Narrative, page 41, 
that his " great Jucceffes had iuiimidated the leaders 
** of the rebellion^ and nearly induced a general fub" 
** mijftonr 

Nor is it a faft, that, " Wafliington loft no time 
" in crofting his artillery over the Delaware at Tren- 
" ton before we could move from Brunfwick." 
Waftiington believed that the Britifti General had 
no defign of moving his army from Eaft to Weft 
New Jerfey. Upon what Wafliingtoe's belief was 
founded, I know not. But it is certain, that he 
a£ted as if he was acquainted with the General's 
firft intentions. That he had, if we may credit his 
own letters to Congrefs now in Britain, copies of 
returns of the Britifh army, is a faft. It is there- 
fore highly probable, this refolution might inad- 
vertently tranfpire through the fame channel. Pof- 
feffed with this belief, Wafliington did not leave 
Princetown until the Britifti van was within three 
miles of it. Nor had he prepared boats at Tren- 
ton to tranfport his arrny over the Delaware. The 
fame boats which Lord Cornwallis fays, in his tefti- 
mony, *^ he had hopes of finding at Coryel's Ferry," 
did not get down to Trenton until late in the fame 
night that the Britifti army Jlept at Princetown. 
And therefore it was, that Wafliington did not be- 
gin to tranfport his baggage and artillery over the 
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Delaware, until twelve o'clock that night; and 
could not get his baggage and troops over, until a 
few minutes before the arrival of the Bririfh army *, 
which had loitered feventeen hours within twelve 
miles of Trenton. For this confidence of Wafti- 
ington in the indolence of the Briiifh General, his 

Erint jpal officers who were not in his fecrct councils 
lamed him. And it was upon this occalion that 
Wecdcn, an American General, wrote the Letter I 
have mentioned in page 4S of. the Letters to a No- 
bleman, declaring, " that General Howe had a 
** mortgage on Waftiington's army for fome time, 
** but had not yet foreclofed it." 

It is alfo a miftake, that Waftiington " crofled a 
^ paxt of his troops over the Delaware, keeping 
•* a corps on the eaft fide to obfervc our motions;'* 
no corps was crofled over until the morning of the 
day on which the Britifh army took up their quar- 
ters at Trenton. 

Page 66.] " The troops of the left column were not 
«' in their cantonments in the evening of the march to 
*' Ptinceton until dark, and tbofe of the right column 
^' not till fome hours after dark.** 

How niufive is this I 1 have aflerced that the 
army arrived at Princeton at four o'clock in the af- 
ternoon. This fad: the General does not deny; but 
to evade it, we are told, when the two columns 
were fettled in their cantonments. How long it 
was before the two columns were in their canton- 
ments, I know not; perhaps the fame indolence 
prevailed in cantoning the army as in the other ope- 
rations. But that both the columns were Britifti 
troops, relieved from fatigue by their ftay at Brunf- 

• See Sir William Howe's Letter, zoth Dec. 1776. The truth is, 
the laft American embarkation had not left the Jerfey (hore when 
the Britifh van appeared in fight. And a Mr. Samuel Morris, one 
of the American officers, whofe fervant was taken, made nis efcape 
on horfebackj becaufe he could not reach the laft boat. 

wick. 
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wjck, and zealous for adlion^ and cither of them 
fuperior in numbers to the flying and panic-ftruck 
enemy, are truths that cannot be concealed or 
evaded. And therefore it is evident, that they 
dafily might have overtaken, in the courfc of fe- 
venteen hours, the enemy, who were within twelve 
miles of their quarters, and that in the very adl of 
crofling the Delaware; that river, of which the 
difficulties in croffing have been fo magnified to 
ferve another purpofe. 

Page 67.] The caufe of not marching earlier the 
felltmnng day was, that the enemy bad broke down the 
hridge which could not he fooner repaired, and rendered 
fit for the pajfage of artillery. 

This bridge was over a creek which an Englith 
hunter would leap with eafe. It was within a mile 
of the Britilh hcaid-quarters, its banks floping to 
the water's edge with gentleft declivity, and forda- 
ble at the high road, and in 20 other places within 
half a mile of it. The bridge itfelf, which was 
only ufed occafionally by the inhabitants on heavy 
falls of rain, might have been repaired in one hour, 
and at four o'clock in the morning as well as ten 
o'clock in the day — there was nothing to prevent it. 
There arc people now in London perfedly ac- 
quainted with this formidable bridge and creek. 

Ibid.] To account for bis not crojftng the Delaware 
after bis reduced and panic-ftruck enemy, at a time 
when be bad brought the country nearly to a " general 
^^ fnbmifftonC^ he af^ain refers to Lord Cornwallis's m- 
. dence, who tells us, ** as the Delaware was not forda^ 
** ble, and we could get no boats, it was certainly im-r 
^^ praSlicahler 

That the Delaware could not have been paflTed at 
this time without boats or rafts, is true. But the 
General muft tell us, in his rejoinder, why he did not 
conftrud: rafts or pontoons, which might have been 
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done in a few days with the materials in Trenton** 
This is a qucftion to which the Public has a right, 
and will expeft, a fatisfadory, and not an evafive 
anfwer ; cfpecially as the croffing the Delaware at 
this time was moft critical and momentous, and 
muft have put an immediate end to the war. 

At this time, the models of Government in the 
American States were fcarcely formed, and their 
authority by no means eftabliftied. Every Member 
of the State of New Jcrfey had fled out of the pro- 
vince; and the Congrefs themfelves, with the ut- 
moft precipitation, had alfo fled from Pennfylvania 
into Maryland. An univerfal panic, with a defire of 
immediate fubmiflion, then prevailed throughout 
all North America. Wafliington's army was re- 
duced to 3000 men. The city of Philadelphia was 
diftant no more than two days eafy march ; it was 
intirely dcfencclefs ; 3000 Britilh might have been 
fpared to have taken immediate poffeflion of it ; 
while the Other, and by far greater part of the 
Britifli army, might have been employed in the 
final dcftruftion or the American force and maga- 
zines. . The Britifli fleet, or fuch a part of it as 
might be thought ncceflary, with transports loaded 
with ft:ores and provifions lor the army, might have 
failed round in one week, and without a fingle ob- 
lli-udion t, have pafled up to Philadelphia, which 
every circumfl:ance demonftrated to be the moft 
comfortable and moft proper quarters for the army 
in winter. Had this meafure, which plain com- 
mon fenfe fo evidently didated, been purfued, the 
reader will determine, whether that country, which 
the General has fo incautioufly confeflTed, was, by 
the previous fucceflTes of the Britifli arms, brought 

* Sec Mr. Galloway's Examination, p. 42. 
■f At this time the Mud Iflamd fort wa^ not builr» the chevaox- 
de*frize and chain were not made, nor were their fire-rafts or 
w^ter-^uard in any kind of for^e. 
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^ nearly to a general fubmiflion," would not have 
«nded the war, preferved the Northern army, pre- 
vented a war with France and Spain, faved the 
millions which have been expended, and preferved 
the nation from thofe imminent dangers and dif- 
treffes which lately threatened the independence of 
the Briri(h nation. 

Page 68.] The General a^atn adduces the teflL 
mony qf Lord Cornwallis and Sir George OJborne^ to 
'vindicate his condulJ in having taken Trenton into the 
chain qf cantonments^ and for pofi'tng the Hejftan troops^ 
with the 42^ regiment^ there and at Bordentown, under 
the command of Colonel Donop. 

Here he attempts to evade the force of the chnrgc 
againft him. I have not cenfured his condmft for 
«^ taking Trenton into his chain of cantonments." 
Seeing he itould not crofs the Delaware, this was a 
prudent and neceflary meafure. It was neceffary 
to cover New Jerfey, which he had then conquered, 
and might have been fecured, had he taken one 
proper Sep for that purpofe. There is nor, there- 
fore, a fcntiment in the Letters that can bear this 
meaning: 1 have only blamed him, \mo^ forgiving 
the command of his frontier cantonments to fo- 
reigners, who did not underftand the language or 
policy of the country; and 2do^ and principally, for 
leaving the weakeft command, or feweft number of 
men, next to the main force of the enemy, and the 
ftrongeft and greateft command, where there was 
no enemy to fear. 

The reader will here permit me to refer him to a 
perufal of Lord Cornwallis's evidence, where he will 
find, that no faft, which his Lordftiip aflerts, tends 
to contradid any of the charges in this paragraph ; 
all that he fays, relates to the covering of Trenton, 
"which certainly was judicious and neceflary. But 
had his Lordfhip been confulted on the quantum of 
force which ought to have been left at Trenton, or 
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upon the expedience or propriety of placing fo- 
rcigners in the frontier ports, I am confident he 
would have advifed againft either of thofe mcafures ; 
and had he been alked by the General, whether the 
greateft or weakeft force ought to have been placed 
in the frontier cantonments, he would, without any 
helitation, have advifed the greateft. 

Page 69.] Sir George OJborne, wbo/e evidence 1 
have Mentioned, tells us^ that, after the misfortune of 
Trenton, Colonel Donop acquainted him, that if Colonel 
Rbal had executed the orders be had delivered him from 
Sir IVilliam Howe, which were, to ere£i redoubts at the 
fofl of Trenton, that bis opinion was, tt would have 
Seen impqffiile to have forced Rhal^s brigade, before he 
could come to bis afftftance from Bordentcmon. 

If this was the declaration of Colonel Donop, as 
we muft fuppofe, inafmuch as a gentleman of Sir 
George Olborne's cftablifhed credit has declared it, it 
can only convince us, when the real fads are known, 
of the impropriety and ill policy of placing Heffian 
Commanders in the advanced and moft dangerous 
poft, with a command fo weak, to oppofe the whole 
force of the enemy. * The truth is, that Colonel 
Donop, when Trenton was aflaulted and taken, was 
drawn down to Mount Holly, twelve miles diflant 
from Bordentown, and eighteen from Trenton, with 
his whole corps, except 80 grenadiers, contrary to 
the information and advice received from Mr. Gal- 
loway. This gentleman told him, that the enemy's 
force at Mount Holly, which he fuppofed, from 
the information he had received from a number of 
the difafFeded, who had grofsly impofed upon him, 
to be 3C00 men, were no mure than 550, men and 
boys, prevailed on to make a ftiow and to draw him 
from his poft, while Trenton was attacked. This 
information the Colonel difregarded; the confe- 
quence of which was, that Colonel Donop was not 
at Bordentown, from whence he could fupport Co- 
lonel 
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lonelRhal; an4 therefore Colonel Donop told Sir 
George what was not a faft, to apologize for his 
own unmilitary condud:. 

But if the Colonel had received orders to dire(9: 
Colonel Rhal to fortify Trenton, one would imagine 
the General had taken the fame precaution in re- 
fpeft to Bordentown. And yet we know that Co. 
lonel Denop aded the fame indifcreet and unmilitaiy 

Eart with Colonel Rhal, and indeed worfc; for he left 
is poft, although equally expofcd to the enemy, who 
had boats to crols their whole force over, to the affault 
of either poft, then unfortified. Walhington was 
not unmindful of thefe military blunders, and there- 
fore fent his contemptible body of new raifed mi- 
litia, moft of them boys, to draw Colonel Donop 
from his poft, while he fliould attack it, as well as 
Trenton; and nothing faved Bordentown, at the 
time Trenton was taken, but the ice in the Dela- 
ware, which prevented a corps of 500 men, under 
Cadwallader, from paffing that river^ 

Had Colonels Donop and Rhal received orders 
from the General to fortify their refpedive ports, is 
it credible that officers of their rank and experience 
would have prefumed to difobey them ? I ihould 
think not, when their own fafety and honour de- 
pended on their obedience. If Colonel Donop had 
received jfuch orders, it was his duty to have fecn 
them ex6cuteJ ; if he did not, why did not the 
General call him to anfwer for fo great a breach df 
duty ? Why did he afterwards intruft a man, who 
had tranfgrelTcd the military law in a point fo im- 
portant, and which had brought difgrace and ruin 
on the Britifti fervice, vf^ith the important command 
againft Red Bank ? But there are other queftions, to 
which we may call on the General for explicit an- 
fwers. Where the orders to Colonel Donop in writ- 
ing or not? If they were in writing, why are they 
not produced? If they were not, they certainly 
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ought to have been, in a matter of (6 much confe- 
quence. But further. Why did not the General 
fee that thofe redoubts were builr, before he with- 
drew his force from Trenton? If tjiey were necef- 
fary at all, thev were immediately necefiary. The 
affaults upon Trenton might have been made the 
next day after the enemy had left it, as well as the 
eleventh. The General, with his whole army, re- 
mained on the fpot, from the 8ch to the 14th of 
December*; and in half of that time the redoubts 
at both pofts might have been completed, and the 
fubfequent difgraces and misfortunes, to the Britilh 
fcrvice, prevented. The General, therefore, muft 
yet find a better apology for thefe two blunders 5 of 
leaving his frontier pofts, which were the moft ex^ 
pofed, and in fight of the whole force of the enemy, 
in a ilate altogether defencelefs, and with the fmalL 
eft number of troops of any of his cantonments; 
blunders that would difgracc the wcakeft officer ia 
his army. 

Ibid.] fVaJbingfon^ after I^e*s corps joined bim^ 
never hjs than 8000 men. 

General Lee was taken, on the r2th of Decern,- 
ber, by Colonel Harcourt, at the head of his corps, 
near Trenton, on their way to join General Wallw 
ington. A few days after the icattered remains of 
that corps, not confifting of 700 men, joined 
Wafhington. who, reinforced by that corps, att^ 
tacked Trenton ; and the General confefles in his 
Narrative, page 8, when he intends to throw blame 
on Colonel Rhal, for fuftering Trenton to be taken, 
that " he was credibly informed, that the numbers 
** of the enemy did not exceed 3000 ;" but in his 
Obfervations, when he has another purpofe in view, 
he aflerts, that Wafhington had never lefs than 

• See hi6 Letter to Lord George Germain, of the 20th of De- 
cember, 1 776. 
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8000 men, after the jundion of Lee's corps. The 
General did not recoiled:, at the time he made ufc 
of this argument, that it proves too much for his 
own reputation: and that, if it vindicates it in one 
cafe, it more ftfongly condemns it in another. For 
if Walhington's force " was not lefs than 8000 men^ 
when he left Trenton with only j 200, under Co- 
lonel Rhal, in a ftate entirely unfortified, to oppofc 
that 8000, did his military knowledge lead him to 
believe that the poll of Trenton was fafe ? Did ic 
juftify his not feeing that poft in a ftate of defence, 
at lead for one day, before he left it; before he 
drew the main Britifli army from it? I wiih fomc 
rcfledions, yet more to the General's difadvantagc 
than thofe 1 have yet enumerated, may not obtrude 
themfelves upon the mind of the candid enquirer 
into his condudl. If there were 8000 men within 
fight of the defencelefs poft of Trenton, did Ge- 
neral Howe intend to facrifice that poft to the 
wicked defigns of a fadlion, combined againft the 
honour of his Sovereign, and the happinefs of his 
country? Or ftiall we impute it to his ignorance in 
military fervice? 

But yet even this excufe his friend Major-General 
Grey will not fufier us to admit. He declares, page 
96, that the " divifion of the army, before the bat- 
tie of Brandy wine, was a mafierly movement^ deceived 
" ibe enemy ^ and brought on an adion with almoft 
." certainty of fuccefs;'* we cannot, therefore, im- 
pute fo grofs a blunder to ignorance. The reader 
will afcribe it to another caufe. 

1 have affcrted, in page 61 of my Letters, that 
Waihington was encamped at Quibbletown, about 
nine miles from Brunfwick, with fewer than 6goo 
undifciplined and badly appointed troops, which, 
with a corps of 2000 men, under General Sulivan 
at Prince Town, compofed his whole force. To 
t)iis the General apfwcrs. 

Ibid.] 
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Ibid*] Fram the intelligence I then bad^ and which 
I have not Jittce bad reafdn to doubt ^ IVa/bington bad 
not lefs than lo^cxx^ men in bis camp, on the bill aiove 
^iibblet&wn. 

The General Ihews no want of ingenuity in dat- 
ing his own numbers, and thofe of his enemy. In 
treating of the former, he gives us only his effeSivc 
rank and file» exclufiye of officers, an important 
part of his force ; t)ut in fpeaking of the American 
army, he always extends his ideas to its whole force. 
This is artful, and ingenioufly adapted to miflead 
men unacquainted with fuch calculation. How- 
ever, allowing him what he contends for, fuppofing 
that he had *' i i,ooo fighting men," and Wafhing- 
ton 10,000, yet the former were veteran troops, in- 
ured to vidlory, and eager for adion; and the latter 
were new raifed and undifciplined : and at lead one- 
half militia*. Was he afraid of attacking Wafti- 
ington with fuch men ? If he was, why did he not 
add to their numbers ii,oco more? His own re- 
turns will prove, that the numbers then under his 
innnediate command^ were not lefs than 35)000« 

Page 70. j His {Wajhington" s) camp was to the 
full as inaccejjihle in the rear as in the front, and an 
attack upon his right flank (from every account I could 
get) would have been ft ill more hazardous. 

The furveyor of the county, who knew the fpot 
on which Walhington was encamped, was at New 
York when the General proceeded to HilMborough; 
he was attending on the army to render it fcrviccs. 
He had drawn a chart of the roads round Wafh- 
ington's camp: and he communicated his ideas to 
General Skinner, who had conftant accefs to the 
General. He was ordered to hold himfelf in rea- 

* It will occur to the Reader, that Lord ComwalUs, with le(^ 
than 2000 veteran troops, has lately defeated, and totally loutod* 
7»ooo« 
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dinefs to attend the army in Jerfey ; but he was left 
at New York, without any notice of its movennents 
to Hilllborough. Of thefc fa<fts, whenever called 
upon, he will make folemn affidavit ; and further, 
that Wafliington's camp was acceffible both in the 
rear and on the right flank, on higher and more 
commanding ground. 

Ibid, j W^inirton was tertainly induced to believe 
that my intentions was to attack him : and had be not 
been perfeSly fatisfied with theftrength of bis pofl^ be 
would not have remained fo long in it. 

It was impoffible that Waftiington could conceive, 
froth the movement of the Britilh army, that the 
General intended to attack him. It did not in the 
leaft indicate fuch'defign, but manifeftly the reverfe ; 
indeed, it rather difcovered a. fear in the General, 
of an attack from the American army. Could 
Wafliington, when General Howe, with all the ap- 
pearance 0/ caution . and fear, in his whole march 
from Brunfwick to Hilllborough, and during his 
ftay at that poft, kept the Rariton, an unfordablc- 
river, between him and the poft of his enemy, a 
fituation from which he could neither attack nor be 
attacked, poffibly believe he intended to attack 
him? It was this unmilitary condud: which en- 
couraged Wafliington to remain in his camp, be- 
caufe he knew he was fafe while Sir William Howe 
remained thus pofted. Had the General wiflied to 
have induced Wafliington to believe he intended to 
bring on an adlion, there was one obvious and infal^ 
lible mode of doing it. A march of five or fix 
miles would have carried the army to Wafliington's 
right flank or rear. It would then have been pofted 
between Wafliington and all his refources : it would 
have cut him off from his magazines of provifion, 
his military ftores, and his boats then lying fomc 
within feventeen, and all within thirty, miles of 
the Britifli poft. In this cafe; Wafliington muft 
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kave ilcferted his camp, or ftarved ; and if he had 
moved, the General might have attacked, or pur- 
fued him to his boats, to which the Britilh army 
would have been many miles nearer than Walhing- 
lon, as he muft have taken a confiderablc circuit 
to have reached them, and to have avoided an ac- 
tion, fuppofmg it to have been pradicable. Bur 
inftcad of this manoeuvre, the General did not 
move his army towards the Delaware, far enough 
to induce a belief that he intended either to crofs it, 
to get in the enemy's rear, or to cut him off from 
his fupplies. 

From page 71 to 96, the General has introduced 
ibe teliimony of Sir Andrew Snape Hammond^ io apo^ 
logize for not going up the Delaware^ when be arrived 
with bis feet at tbe Capes of tbat Bay. 

It would be a tedious talk, and little entertaining 
to the reader, (hould I travel through all the miftakes 
contained in this teftimony,refpe<fting the numerous 
" (hoals, and the rapidity of the tides," in the De- 
laware; the force of Walhington at Wilmington; 
the narrownefs of the channel at Newcaflle ; the dif- 
ficulties of landing thd" troops, and the great ftrength 
of the enemy's water-guard. 

I will, therefore, content myfclf, becaufe I truft 
the reader will be fatisfied, with a few brief and ge- 
neral obfervations on the whole. The Jhoals are to 
be feen in Filher's chart of the Delaware. Tbe tide 
does not run two miles and an half in half an hour. 
As to the narrownefs of tbe channel at Newcaftle, 
every fkilful mariner, who has failed up the Dela- 
ware, knows, that from the Pea-patch below, to 
Marcus Hook above, that town, a diftunce. of twenty 
miles, it is at leafl two miles in width. The ftrength 
of Walhington, at Wilmington, was perfedly vi- 
fionary ; becaufe it is known he was not at that time 
in Pennfylvania ; and there arc a number of gentle- 
men, now in London, who can prove that the fort 
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At Mud Idandwas in an unfinilhed and defencelefs 
ftate, and poflefled by 130 militia only; that the 
water-guard was unprepared and unrrianncd, and 
the chain riot finifhed; and that there are a variety 
of places between the Bite of Newcaftle and 
Marcus Hook^ perfedly adapted to the landing of 
an army with the utmoft eafe. Of this. Sir Andrew, 
in his 'crofs examination, notwithftanding all the 
imaginary difficulties he had before enumerated, 
makes a full confeflion ; for, in page 87, he candidly 
declares, that he " never pretended to deny the prac- 
" ticability of landing an army in the Delaware.'* 
But, to put this matter beyond difpute, I need only 
remind the public, that the fame fleet which Sir 
William Howe has endeavoured to perfuade us 
would be in danger from the difficulties in the na- 
vigation, and the American force, by his own orders; 
Ihortly after, when Wafhington had poffeflion of the 
country on both lides, did fail up the fame river 
uninjured and unmolefled, and in lefs than half the 
time it had taken to fail up the Chefapcak, and 
Wafhington's troops were in polFcflion of both banks 
of the river, when the water-guard was prepared, 
and in complete force. 

Pages 1O4 and 105 ar^ partly employed in an attempt 
to prove there was no time h/i in /lopping the banks of 
Province Ijland^ io enable the workmen to ere£i the bdt^ 
teries againft Mud Ijland^ - ' 

To fuppoit the eharge of rieglcdl, I fhall applyo 
the General's own declarations; by which it will 
appear, that the city of Philadelphia was iii the Ge- 
neral's pofleflion on the 26th of Septembe *, and 
that the batteries were opened againft Mud Ifland 
on the 15th of Novemi^er, exactly fevert weeks 
after f. What were the carpenters and working par- 
ties employed in during this time ? We are told chey 
were repairing the dykes, and (topping out the tides; 

♦ See Sir Wm. Howe's Letter to Lord George Gcrmaia, of the 
loth of Odober, 1777. 
+ Sec Obfenaiions, p. lOj. 
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If the engineer employed them in that labour^ v/htn 
he had liberty to procure artifts, he was veryabfurd. 
This bulinefs is a particular art, and to be performed 
only by experienced men. Th^ir wages are fh)m 
7s. 6d. to los.per dicm^ while the wages of an up- 
land ditcher is only 2s. ; and I have known a mafter 
artifl fent for from Virginia^and paid t^o\. per annum 
falary. Hence it was that the carpenters and worlu 
ing parties, if they were employed in repairing the 
dykes, laboured in vain, in abufinefs that they knew 
nothing about ; but the truth is, they were as fruit- 
lefsly employed in mud and water^ to eredl the bat- 
teries. This occaiioned the application to Mr. Gal» 
loway, by Lord Cornwallis^ who, as is before meiw 
tioned, had them repaired in fix days. The number 
of men employed by him, were upwards of forty. 

An attempt is made, in 106, to vindicate the Ge. 
neral*s condud, in not attacking the American army 
at White Marfli. " / had^ fays he, the beft intelli^ 
" gence that the enemy* s pojl was not ajfailable in tbe 
" rear.'' 

The guides who attended the General in this truly 
ridicuIoU) e>pedition, and who lived from their ia. 
fancy x)n the Ipot, and many others, will prove, on 
oath, that the ground in Walhington's rear com. 
manded his camp ;, and it is not lefs true, that he was 
prepared, at a moment's notice, of the General's 
mo\ement towards his rear, for flight. His heavy 
baggage was fent off towards Skippack, and his 
light w^s in readinefs for a precipitate movement 
Men of undoubted reputation, within his lines at the 
time have confirmed thefe fads. 

But the General here again calls to his aid the 
teftimony of Major-general Grey, who fays, "I 
" think an attack on the enemy, fo very ftrongly 
" fituated as they were at White Marfli, would have 
'* been highly imprudent." Did the Major-general 
ever reconnoitre the rear of Walhington's camp ? 
Was he ever on^ or near that ground ? He docs not 
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aflert it : and tlie truth is, he never was. May he not 
then have been miftaken in his opinion? He in 
the next page as pofi^ively .aflerts, that the war was 
carried on, " in the ftrongeft country in the world, 
" with almoft an unanimous people to defend it ;*• 
and in both of thefe opinions, there are now but 
few men who do not know that he is grofsly rniC- 
taken. 

I have faid, that the General " fupinely fufFered 
** himfclf to be furprifed at Gcrmantown.** To 
difprove this charge, we are referred to Sir George 
Ofborne*s teftimony ; and, when vi^- candidly exa- 
mine what he has faid on the fubjed, we find it 
rather fupports than difproves it. All that Sir 
George has faid in favour of the General," is, that he 
ordered him to move in front of the line of infantry : 
and told him, he " might exped the enemy at day- 
•^ break.'* 

This only proves, that the General had fome fuf- 
picions of the enemy's defign; but not that he had, 
in confequence of that fufpicion, given the necef- 
fary orders to the army, to prepare them for receiv- 
iiig the enemy, and to prevent a furprife. If he 
really believed he (hould be attacked, he is yet more 
culpable than I had imagined; for it is evident, 
from the teftimony of his own witnefs, that no fuch 
orders were given. Four different queftions were 
put to Sir George, in order to draw from him his 
opinion on the furprife of the army ; all of which 
he declined to anfwer. If he did believe the army 
■was not furprifed, would not his honour and the 
juftice due to the General, have induced him to have 
declared his opinion ? Aod, as he declined it, is 
there not what amounts to the ftrongeft prcfump- 
tion, that he could not deny it without violating his 
honour and the truth? But if the General reftUy 
gave the necefl&ry orders to the fcyeral officers of 
his army to prevent a forprife, all his Aids-de-camp 

z 2 and 
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and his Secretary were In London duriffg the exst* 
mination of his witnelfcs before the Committee of 
the Houfc of Commons, why then did he not prove 
fuch orders by them? His honour, his military 
charadlcr demanded it j and yet we find he has pru- 
dently avoided to examine them on the fubjed. 

In the Letters to a Noblemani page 86 to 89, I 
have faithfully defcribcd the diftrclfed lituation of 
the American army at the Valley Forge, and charged 
the General with a high breach of his duty to his 
Sovereign, in not attacking or befieging it^ and by 
that means having his country from alt its fubfe-* 
quent misfortunes. As this is a high charge, the 
public will excufe me if I repeat it at large, and 
then confider his anfwcf. 

•« Here'* (at the Valley Forge) *' Walhington lay 
" all the winctr and fpring, encountering difBcultie* 
" which language can fcarcely defcribe. His army* 
*' labouring under bad apppointments, almoft in 
^' every refpedt; his troops in a manner naked, in 
** the mod inclement feafon of the year, having no 
" fait provilions, and little fait to eat with their 
** frerti, often on fliort allowance in refpedl to both ; 
•* rapidly wafting by lickricfs, that raged with ex-/ 
*' tremc mortality in all his different hofpitals, and. 
" without any of the capital medicines to relieve 
*' them. His army was likewife diminifhed by 
" conftant defertions, in companies from ten to fifty 
" at a time; hence in three months his number was 
** reduced to lefs than 4000 men, who could not, 
*• with propaety, be called effcdives. 

*• VVaftiington's army continued in this weak and 
*\ dangerous ftate from December till May ; while 
«* the Britifti troops, who had the bell appointments, 
** and wete in high health and fpirits, lay in Phila- 
** dclphia, in a great meafure inadive, fuflfering the 
** enemy to diftrefs the loyal inhabitants on every 
** fide of the Britifh lines, to dcftroy their mills^ 

*• feizc 
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*' feize their grain, their horfes, their cattle ; imprl^ 
** fon, whip, brand, and kill the unhappy people, 
*' who, devoted to the caufe of their Sovereign, at 
f< every ri(k, were daily fiipplying the army, navy^ 
" and loyal inhabitants wirhini the lines, with every 
*' neceflary and luxury that the country afforded." 

To the charge thus made, with fo many circum-r 
fiances prccifely defined, the General, as upon many 
other occafiens, contents himfelf with making only 
a general anfwer. He does not prcfume to d,eny 
one of the fafts I have afferted ; he does not deny 
t;h€ defcription I have given of the weaknefs of the 
enemy's camp, and of its lines and redoubts | of its 
numbers of men; of it3 trulydiftrefled ftate, arifing 
from the want of comfortable lodgings, of provifions, 
ami of clothing; or of the conftant defertions, and 
extreme mortality raging amon^ his troops, All 
thefe fadls he gently glides over m filence, and art- 
&lly reds his defence on the following naked afTer- 
pon ; That 

Page io6.] •' The Author's plan of befleging the 
" ^ncmy at the Valley Forge, is in the hitrfieft Je- 
•' gree abfurd. Had I made a divifion of the troops 
^^ in the manner be propofes, I (hould have expofed 
^^ them to have been beaten in detaiU" 

Surely this cannot be deemed a fatisfadory an- 
fwer to fhqfc numerous fads, (hould I fay nothing in 
reply; however, fatigued as ! am with thedifagree- 
able taflc of refuting fo many pofitivc affertions, and 
fuch numerous mifreprefentations, I cannot pafs it 
pver in filence. On my reader's account, as well as 
my own, 1 will be brief. The reader will fee in the 
Appendix, a genuine l-etter from a Committee of 
Congrefs, appqinted to exjiminq intQ the caufes of 
the difl:reflid ftate of Waftiin^ton's army, and fitting 
^t the Valley Forge at the time I have mentioned. It 
is figned Francis Dana, one of the Committee, in 
behalf of th? reft, dired;c4 to the Prcfident of the 

^ Congrefs^ 
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Congrefs, and indorfed in the hand-writing of Mr. 
Laurens, the then Prefident, from whofe trunk, 
among other intereding papers, it was taken ; the 
authenticity therefore cannot be difputed« From 
this letter^ it will appear that I have been modeft 
ih my defcription of the diftrcfles of Walhitigton's 
army ; I truft I have been fo in every other piece of 
information, which I have, from the beft motives, 
^iven my country; and I cannot help acknowledg- 
ing, that I efteem it a fortunate event, that I am 
thus juftified in a particular which carried with it a 

freater degree of improbability than any other that 
have communicated to the public. 
Having perufed tlys letter, the reader will recol-- 
ledt, that the General had under his immediate com- 
mand near 20^000 veteran troops ; that his enemy 
had not 3CCX5 men, who could with p-opricty be 
called effedivcs ; that thefe were in a manner defti- 
tiite of almoll every necef&ry; and thkt he had not 
horfes to carry off his cannon and military ftores. 
What, then, could prevent the General from march- 
ing out with 5000 men, and attacking this enfeebled, 
fickly, and naked enemy, thus deftitnte of provi* 
lions? Was he afraid that 5000 veteran Britons 
would be beaten •* in detail" by fuch an enemy? 
Why, then, did he not take his whole army {as there 
was at that time no other body of men in arms on 
the whole continent of America), and attack, or fur- 
round, and ftarve him into a furrcnder, agreeably to 
the plan 1 have mentioned in the Letters ♦ ? Could 
any thing be more^ praiflicable ? Did not every 
fenfe of military duty, the recent lofs of the North- 
ern army, and the critical flate of affairs at that 
time in Europe, ail urgently prefs him to take this 

* ■ ■ 

* See Letters to a Nobleman, p. 89, and a chare, (howing the 
pofiiion to the American army, and of the pofts propofed to be 
taken by the Britifh. 

, mcafurc? 
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meafure ? Had this been done, the honor of his 
country ftiamefully loft at Saratoga^ would have been 
regained; all the valuable artillery, and military 
ftores of the continent, would have fallen into his 
hands. The Congrefs, feeing their whole force 
taken or difperfed, mufl have defponded of further 
oppofitionj all America muft have fubmitted; and 
the Court of France muft have feen the folly of its 
new alliance, and receded fi-om it; and thus the 
Oeneral might have faved his country from all its 
prefent difficulties, embirraffments, and diftreffes. 

If there was not a want of inclination, why was not 
this done ? The General cannot plead want of perfedt 
knowledge of the defpondency and weak ftate of his 
enemy. If he wanted charts oif Waftiington's quar- 
ters, and his redoubts and defences, feveral of them 
were brought in to him by men of credit, who took 
them on the fpot. If he wanted intelligence of the 
ftate, pofitiort, or movements of the army, he re- 
ceived it conftantly from officers, and other perfons 
confidential in every department of the enemy's ar- 
my ; befides his conftant intelligence from delerters, 
fpies, and the people of the country, daily coming 
into his lines. In Ihort, there >^as no movement, 
or other material circumftance that happened, but 
what the General was foon acquainted with. The 
ftate and condition of the American army was as 
much before him as before Wafhington himfelf. 

It has been problematical with many, what mo- 
tives could lead an officer, wKbfe reputation flood 
high in the opinion of his Sovereign and country, 
into all this mifcondudt. The humane and chari- 
table impute it to his real ignorance in his own pro- 
fedion. But thefc men have taken only a fuperfi- 
cial view of the General's adlions. His plans of 
the battle of Long Ifland and Brandy wine, are irre- 
iiftible proofs that, when he intended to gain an ad- 
vantage over his enemy, or even to cut off his re- 
treat. 
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Jrcar, he poiTciTed military judginent fuflficienc to 
infure it. At both of thcfc places, he knew, that if 
Jie had been defeated he muft have loft his army. 
H^d his troops been routed at Long Ifland, hp could 
not have cfcaped in his boats to his Ihips, when 
purfued by a vidorious enemy. Thus circum- 
ilanced, his military abilities were exerted; nor 
would his manoeuvres have difgraced a General of 
the firft abilities ; he turned his enemy's leftflank, un^ 
fufpeded, by a circuitous route, and killed and took 
prifoners one-third of his army. At Brandywine, 
when he thought his fleet had left him, and he had 
no fafety but in viftory, his mcafures were equally 
judicious ; he fuddenly, and unpcrceived, hemmed 
-in the whole American army between bis two co- 
lumns and impaffable waters. In fhort, he was 
never defeated, nor compelled to retreat ; arid always 
fucceeded in every attack he thought proper to 
make, as far as he chofe to fucceed; knowledge, 
therefore, could not be wanting, whenever inclina- 
tion called it into adion. 

There are others, and but feT, who imagine that 
the war was prbcraftinated from lucrative views. But 
from tliis charge I readily acquit the General. His 
difpofition is liberal ; and his particular friends ac- 
IcnowTedge, that the love of money is the leafl: of all 
his paffions ;' and therefore, although he fufFered his 
favourites, while he was profufely wafting i,he wealth 
bf the nation by his inadion and extravagant de- 
rnands, to colled much of it ipto their own coffers, 
yet little of it found its way into that of the General. 

There are others who, having carefully examined 
the coiidud of the General ir Arnerica, and com., 
pared it with the proceedings of a wicked fadion 
in Britain, are convinced that the defign of both 
was the fame; and that the General, iriftead of ac- 
cepting the command with an intention to execute 
the truft rcpofed in him by his Sovereign and his 
' country^ 
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country, accepted it by the advice, and with defign 
to facilitate the wicked purpofes, of his confederates 
in Britain. I fincerely wifti there were no ground 
for fuch a conclufion. But there are circumftances 
To ftrbng, and adions which fpeak fo loudly in fup- 
port of it, that, when examined, they will amount ro 
pofitive proof. Indeed, it is impoflible to trace his 
conducS:, by fair and juft arguments, from any other 
motive. 

A private letter from Mr. Samuel Kirk, of Not- 
tingham, one of the General's conftituents and col- 
leagues in fadlion, with his anfwer, is before the 
public*.. Mr. Kirk charges him with a breach of 
promife, in accepting of the command of the; forces 
about to be fent to America for fupprefling the re- 
bellion ; tells him of the ** confufion it had made 
" among his friends j" gives his reafons againft it ; 
^and concludes with faying, " 1 do not wifh you may 
f* fall, as many do; but I cannot fay 1 wifti fuccela 
•* to the undertaking.'* To this confidential and 
truly feditious letter, the General returns an anfwer 
as confidential. He tells Mr. Kirk, that " he had 
** flattered himfelf he had removed all thofe preju- 
y dices he had entertained againft him ;" that he 
*' had been highly complimented/' upon his^ac- 
cepting the command, by thofe who are " averfe 
*' to the meafures of Adminiftration;" and " in- 
" treats him in particular to fufpend his judgment^ 
*' until the event Ihould prove him unworthy of his 
" fupport/' 

Thefe letters,^; which were not intended for the 
public eye, furely ftirnifli us with a clue to the dark 
and heinous confpiracy of the Fadion with which 
the General was conneded. From them it appears^ 
that, before thefe men had concerted their plan of 

• See the detail and condwdl of the American war, and the 
i&ppendix to this Reply. 

• 5 oppofition^ 
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oppofition, he had pledged his honor to his confli- 
tuents, that he would not accept of a command 
which was to fupprefs rebellion j and that notwith- 
ilanding, he was led by fome, we muft fuppofe, 
powerful motive, to violate his promife. 

What that motive was, is likewife fufficicntljr evi- 
dent. It was the advice of the men who were thus 
** averfe to the meafures of Adminiftration,'* whofe 
*• compliments*' he immediately received on ac- 
cepting the commiflion, whofe approbation he 
pleads as an excufe to his friend for his breach of 
promife^ and of whofe public reputation he .was the 
condant and careful guardian while in America *• 
And it further appears, that after he had received 



* It is an anecdote as true; as it is carioas, that» when the Ge- 
neral was at Philadelphia, A Loyalift was about to publilh a piece 
* refie£ting on the conda6t of the Minority in Parliament. The 
General by fome means heard of it : upon which Mr* Galloway 
received the following billet from his Secretary : 

** Captain M'Kenzie's compliments to Mr. Galloway ; the 
General defires he will be pleafed to inquire into the authority by 
which Mr. Towne publifhes his Evening fo(t, and to make any 
regulations he thinks neceiTary to ftipprefs ppliticd pieces, which 
nay have an evil tendency » from either of the preiTes, as it is 
hinted, that folne of this (lamp are dciigned for publication.'* 

Mr. Calloway, engaged in other bufinefs, ne^lcfted to perfbnn 
the duty recommended by this billet, not ktiowmg the immediate 
urgency nor the extreme importance of it ; and the piece was pub- 
liflied. The Secretary came down to Mr. Galloway, much vexed, 
and complained of the Printer. The Printer was fent for by the 
Secretary, and reprimanded for this heinous offence ; and the An* 
thor of the piece was told, that the General would not fuffer fuch 
pieces to be publifhed. This anecdote, Kowever, tricing as it may 
ieem, fally proves, that the General held himfelf bound to preferve 
the condu^ of the Oppofition to his Sovei'eign's meafures, from 
the rude (Iridlares of the Loyaiidr, within his lines ; and for thlt 
purpofe even to make ufe ot the power veiled in him by his Ma- 
jefty ; although that very Oppofition was conftantly holciUng up to 
view of the people, the condufl of the fervants of the Crown, and 
even of Msyedy itfelf« in terms the moft opprobrious and in« 
(ulting. 

his 



Digitized by 



Google 



EXPOSURE OF HOWE. 363 

his cemmaud) to remove the " prejudices'* of .his 
particular friend, who had declared ** he could not 
** wilhhimfuccefs*'infuppreflingthe rebellion, ** to 
•' fufpend his judgment*' on the General's condudl, 
*' until the event fliould prove him unworthy of 
•' his fupport." Upon thefe plain fads the public 
will determine, whether there is not fatisfa<5tory 
proof of a refolution in the General to co-operate 
with the defign of a Faftion, who were averfc to 
that meafure, a defign as unconditutional as it was 
wicked ; and which was nothing lefs than to wreft 
from their Sovereign his conftitutional right to ap- 
point his confidential and executive fervants (a right 
which, by the conflitution of the Britifh Gfovern- 
ment, is as firmly eftablifhed in the Crown, as 
that of eledUng reprefentatives in Parliament is 
fixed in the people,-) to compel him to turn out the 
prefent Adminiftration ; and put his own perfon, his 
family^ and his crown, into the hands of thefe con- 
fpirators. 

To accomplifh this defign, all their powers were 
to be united and exerted. One great line of con- 
dud: was to be adopted ; Adminiflration was to be 
proclaimed the authors of all the national misfor* 
tunes ; and their meafures, however honefl, wife, or 
necefTary to the honour and fafety of the empire, 
were to be oppofed and obflruded in Parliament, 
and the execution of them defeated, if poffible. 

Men*s adions are. the flrongefl proof of their fe- 
cret defigns. If we examine the conduct of the 
Fadion in Britain, we find that it has flridly corref- 
ponded with thefe preconcerted meafures. The 
American war was an event, which thefe men 
thought would furnifh them with all the means ne- 
cefTary to the accomplifhment of their defign. They 
faw it would call for the exertions of Goverment, 
and that thofe exertions would afford a large field 
for oppofition. The real rebel, who wiftied to over- 
turn 
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tttrn the Government, and the hungry Patriot, 
whofe lu(l could only be fatisfied by power and 
places, united therefore in foftering' and fupport- 
ing it. And, left the wifdom of the rebel Colo- 
uiif & ihould fail in their plans, the meafures of fedi- 
tion, from time to time, were concerted, and tranf- 
Riitted, by the Faftion in Britain, to their confede- 
rates in America. *< The non-importation agree- 
« m^nt, the union of the Colonies, and the meet- 
^^ ing of 21 Congrefs ; a folemn league and cove- 
^^ wSiXiK under oath, not to purchafe the fcanfac- 
**^ tures of Great Britain, and to make an united and 
^' invincible fland againft the Britifh Government,"" 
w^re sU meafures which originated in Prilain, and 
were adopted in Anoeric^, 

Wbilft thefe fecret intrigues a^alnft the State 
were carrying on with our enemies in America, 
tibe naeafures of Government at home were loaded 
with the raoft opprobrious epithets. The fteps 
which were t^ken to fuppo^t the dignity and 
authority of the State over the Colonies, were 
matted a " cruel, tyrannous, and ruinous fy^ttn 
^ of policy." And thofe which were adopted to 
feihdue the moft unjuftifiable and obftinate rebel-* 
lion, were ftyled, " an unjuft and^ ruinous war.'^ 
Every engine was in motion, and ev^ry fcditiousj 
fcribbler was employed to poifon the minds of the 
People, and to render th^ meafures of adn\iniftra-« 
tion odious in the eyes of the nation. Thofe miA 
reprefentations and falfehoods, which they thought 
would moft readily captivate the vulgar, were in- 
d^uftripufly propagated, The preffes poured forth 
their pamphlets and occ^fiorial pieces^ to fliew the 
diiUeffed ftate of the kingdom, the decr^afe of its, 
inhabitants, the immenfe debt and poverty of the 
nation, the want of the refources of war, the im- 
poffibility of raifing the neceflary aids, the lawful- 
l^eft qf An^^rican oppofition, and the injuftice aricj 
" crueltv 
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ttn^ity of the war; whichj it was boldly ^lifert- 
cd, was intended, by the councils in <vhich ihtif 
Sovereign immediately prefides, to intfoduct def-^ 
potic powcf in the Colonies. Nor were theife 
<io£trines confined to pamphlets and newfpapers* 
They were the conftanl themes of inflammatory^ 
tleclamations in both Houfes of Parliament. 

Having, by thefe feditious tYieafufes, raifecl th@ 
popular clamour againft Government, and pre* 
Vailed on a cSonfiderable part of the deluded peo^ 
pie to fupport them ; having diftraftcd the codn* 
cils of the State, and induced them to treat With 
rebels, and to offcf to give up the moft effential 
right of the^fupreme authority— the right to tax 
thofe Colonies which it was bound to protect | thty 
advifed their colleagues in feditioil in America^ t^ 
.reje6t the propofitions, as " unreafonable and in* 
*' fidious.'' And theife opprobrious epithets fl^fe 
tranfmitted from Weftminfter to Philadelphia, and 
echoed back from the Congrefs to Weftminfter 
again. And afterwards, when, through theif pri* 
vate intriguesj they had facrificcd the northern 
array, involved their country in a war with France, 
thrown the nation into a general defpondency, and 
compelled Adminiftration to offer terms of accom* 
modation, little ftiort of independence itfelf ; theif 
objeft not being as yet fecured, their ambition un* 
gratified, the loaves and fifties unobtained, and the 
firmnefs and virtue of their Sovereign not yet con* 
quered, they dreaded the profpefil of accommoda* 
tion and peace with America ; and therefore they 
advifed the leaders in rebellion to rejeQ: even thofe 
terms: afluring them. That Adminiftration could 
not fupport the war, and that they muft foofi grant 
to them independence. How happy h it for Bri* 
tain, that thefe feditious men were miftaken, and 
that the Congrefs purfued this foolilti advice! fooUfti 
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in refpeft to (he vJews of Congrefs, as well as tWe 
of the Fa£tion in Britain ! 

They weakly imagined, that his Majcfty, alanned 
at the profpeft of a war wit^ France, and of the 
lofs of America, would change his confidential fer- 
vants, and receive into his b3fom thofe men who 
were the fole authors of thofe diftreffes ; who, when 
in office, by their feditious counfels, had laid the 
foundation of the war, and, through its whole pro- 
grefs, had encouraged ^nd fupported it ; who had 
enjoyed the firft offices of the State ; and whofe ho- 
nour, integrity, and abilities, when weighed in the 
balance, had been found wanting; men who had 
avowedly oppofed every meafure which his Ma- 
jefty had wifely projefted to fupport the authority 
of the State^ and the independence of the nation. 
But, finding that his Majefty met all the diftreffes, 
which thefe confpirators had brought en their coun- 
try, with a virtuous firmnefs, which baffled their 
cxpeftations, they determined to proceed to yet 
more infolent and violent meafures. They refolved, 
in their fecret cabals, to impeach his confidential 
fervants, and by that means to wreft them from 
Jiis- fervice. Such impeachments were impudently 
and boldly threatened in the great council of the 
State. While they were thus bringing their plot 
to maturity in Britain ; while the natural refources 
of this country were cried down, to the great en- 
couragement of our foreign enemies, and a national 
defpondency in a manner effefled; while the Fac- 
tion was ftrenuoufly advifing, and zealoufly con- 
tending, in both Houfes of Parliament, for with- 
drawing the troops from America, and, at the fame 
time, oppofing every meafure which was neceffary 
for the recovery ot the revolted Colonies; their 
arch-agent, the General, with honourable fidelity, 
(for in fome mens' opinions, their is honour even 

among 
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among the confpirators againft the public weal)^ 
was taking every ftep to procraftinate the war ; to 
plunge the nation yet farther in debt, and a more 
general defpondency; and to render Adminiftra- 
tion more odious to the people. We have feen 
that, although by his *^ great fucceffes" obtained 
in lefs than four months, by only one half of his 
force, he " had nearly induced a general fubmif- 
** lion'* of the Americans ; yet, by his indolence 
. and inafiion, he procraftinated the war during the 
fpace of fixteen months longer, and left the ene- 
mies in more fpirits than when he began his opera* 
tions. 

That the Faftion, or the General, incapable of 
feeling for the diftreffes of their country, intended 
to involve it in a mifchief of fo great ^ magnitude, 
while it was embroiled in a war with its Colonies, 
charity forbids me to determine; although their 
infatiable luft for power, and thirft for the emolur 
ments of office, with the general tenor of their 
conduft, would perhaps even juftify fuch a deci- 
sion. However, this is evident, that, upon the 
General's arrival in Britain, with a large retinue 
of his confidential friends, who were to be the vin- 
dicators of his fliameful conduft in America, the 
Fa£lion received him in their arms, and boldly vin- 
dicated his conduft both in and out of the Senate. 
Their force thus coUeSed, they conceived that their 
plot was brought to its wi(hed-for maturity. They 
prepared for, and loudly threatened, impeachments 
and the block. But, previous to this meafure, the 
whole cenfure and odium of the mifcarriages of the 
American war, of which they themfelves had been 
the authors, were to be caft on the fervants of the 
Crown. To eflfeft this, anonymous charges againft 
the General were carried into Parliament, and his 
char^fter was to be vindicated in the great coun- 
cils of the State, and no where elfe. In vain did 
I the 
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rtie officers of Government, to whom he was alone 
accountable, declare, that they had no accufations 
againft him. Inftead of petitioning their Sovereign 
for a Court-martial, the only proper court by which 
be could he tried, they inftituted an unprecedented 
examination in the Houfe of Commons, under the 
pretence of vindicating the General, when their 
real dcfign was to condemn the conduft of Admi- 
niftration, and to prepare the way for their threat- 
ened impeachment. 

In 'this examination, they hoped to run alone. 
For a time they did fo ; blit at length their fecret 
cjefign appearing evident, Adminiftration was called 
on to vindicate the meafures of their Sovereign, 
Many gentlemen of undoubted reputation, per- 
feftly acquainted with the condu£t of the war, and 
the uate of America, were fummpned ro give evi- 
dence refpefting them. Of this the Faftion was* 
apprized. Only two witnefles were examined. 
But fuch was the credit and force of their evi- 
dence, that the Faftlon ihrunk from the enquiry ; 
the great council of the nation was convinced, that 
the conduft of Adminiftration, in refpeft to the 
American war, ftood clearly juftified ; and the deep- 
laid plot of the Faftion was totally fruftrated. 

Such has been the conduft of the men, who, in 
exaft imitation of their confederates in America, 
have, by their fpecious and falfe clamours for li- 
berty, been feducing their unwary and too credu- 
lous country to the brink of ruin ! And fuch are 
the evils, in which they have, by their cabals, with 
unabating induftry, involved the nation ! When 
will Britons, the moft vvealthy, the moft free, and 
the moft happy people on earth, difcern their own 
good ! When will the voice of wifdom teach tbera 
to fupport thofe meafures, and that power, which 
^lone can preferve their freedom and independence 
Bmon|; nations ! When will they ceafe to be the 
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innruments. of fadion, and the unhappy dupes of 
fewlcfs ambition ! 

Time has been, whtn the Prihfces on the thrdne 
have paid no regard to law, and broke over the fa- 
cred bounds of their happy conftitution ; when they 
have deprivfed the worthieft men» without law, of 
their perfonal liberty, and robbed the people of 
their property; and when they would have extended 
the prerogative to the utmoft bounds of arbitrary 
power. How different, at this day^ is the fituatioii 
of Britons ! They have a Sovereign on the throne^ 
into whofe heart a wilh never yet entered that inter- 
fered with the happinefs of his fubjedls ; who ncvei* 
yet received a farthing from his people without their 
confent ; who, inllead of attempting to extend the 
prerogative, has, of his own accord, given up a part 
of that prerogative to fccure the rights of his peo- 
ple ; — 3, Sovereign, who, when the diftreffes and ne^ 
ccflities arifing from their own folly and fedudioil, 
lately compelled them to put unlimited confidence 
and power into his hands, to favd the capital city 
of their kingdom from immediate deftrudlion, and 
the nation itfelf from ruin, exercifed it with more 
than parental lenity; and, havingcomplied with the 
wiflies of the virtuous part of the nation, and faved 
his country from confufion and ruin, inftantly, with 
a virtuous generofity, gave it up; — a Sovereign, 
whofe heart-felt wi(h, if we may judge from the 
■whole tenor of his condiidt, is, to preferve their 
conftitution of government inviolate, and to fupport 
its independence^ its dignity and ^fory, among nations; 
to recover the loft dominions of the State; and to 
reduce his faithlefs and perfidious enemies to juf- 
ticc; which there can be no doubt of his effecfling, 
if not obftrufted by the folly of his people, and the 
lawlefs and feditious views of a Fadion, which has 
too long'diftrafted his councils, and prevented the 
exertions of his power. And yet too many Britons, 
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fafcinated by the fpecious arts and delufive wiJ«» 
of thofe political imppftors, afe confl|intly giving 
thcit fupport, in oppqfuion to th« truly patriot luca- 
futes of their SpvcreigD. ; facrificing their own happi- 
nefs at the alter of lawlefs ambition, and precipi- 
tating the moft powerful and bc^utifiil fabric qf civil 
liberty remaining on, the globe, to its final ruin- 
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APPENDIX. 

/ No. L 
To Lieutenant-Geneml Sir William Idows^, K* S. 

SIR, 

HAYDN^G, in t;jTe preceeding ftiecta, irT^f^efled in 
miich. hafte tJ^roHgh. yoqr l^bfturfd. X>eftpnce» 
germit mc tp pafs, from thp difi^gr^e^Wfl. thqugh 
too qfteft ncfeffaiy, office of ao ^ccpfe. iq<thlit of 
Vifijjjc^ting thp VQitfp^., I lapped,, th^t. aFg ^ gcBh 
tlenn^Hb you woi^jd, Hay.c fpHo)^ c4, in yOMr ohfervai. 
tion?, t)ie exatnpjp^ 1 ha^.f"^^ 70\^ in^y l^t«ar«^i in 
\^hich, wjth^j^s mujch delicacy of Is^qgu^p as truth 
i^oplfl ppHibly ac](^jf, I ha(j congned my fb-idluiw 
tp ypur, " profefl^onal con^p(5j'* without, faflfcring 
q^q iyJ jablQ of j>Gif fonal abufpj or one hiiu a* tlK dr-. 
feds.i|i( yqi^^ priv^^e moral char^^^eF, Imfws^Kerfair 
the ipfirk* to efcape from my pep. Qut 19 this* hope* 
on yp.ur^ Qwn account, I ar^ dif^jippoiinted. Gon^ 
^d^pg Mrr QaHqway as the author of •* I^eit^^ to 
a Nobfcm^n,/' an4 wi^nisg, hy defoipiiig hisipcrnk 
Iq^l chya<aff, to leflf^ri hj^ Cfp^Ui; aoAithat rfie 
iflfa)qifitl|9Pf^Qi;i,th^ publi?^ ir\yow-Qe{cm:o„. might 
ip^rcr ras^iily p^fs ; % truths ;, yicm^deii^t the field 1^ 
decent apd manly argumipi^ and take a mean^fcftig^ 
5 undei 



Digitized by 



GooQie 



EXPOSURE OF HOWE. 37^ 

under the abufe of his private reputation. A con- 
duft of this kind can need no cpmoient; it can 
have no weight with a candid and fenfible public; 
it isvthe ufual prifidice of the guilty, and the common 
w^pon nriade vie of to \irouna the innocent. 

iQu do not v,ent,uTe to accufe him of, altjiojugti 
you ftroi^gly infinuate his difloyalty : — You deny nis 
influence in the province ne lived in: — You boldly 
charge him with giving you falfe intelligence j and 
yQ\^ meanly co^ndefcend . to boaft qi your liberality 
tpw?irds him. Now, although no man can perccivte 
what relation thefe matters can poflibly hav£ to a 
vindicatJQn of your " profeflional conduft/* I fliall, 
on Mr. Galloway's account, examine them. 

ITo ^ive a glofs to your infinuations tefpfidllng his 
dijD(oyalty, you fay: ** This gentlema^i, m the be- 
" ginning of the war, wjis eleaed a iyt(imber of Con- 
" grefs." What, Sir,' does this prove to ypur puf- 
pofe ? It ,is well kt?own to the public, that many* 
jge^tlemen, who h^d before, and rmve fiiice, giv6n 
the mofl: demonftrative proofs of their loyalty, were 
elefted by the then conftitutional aflemblies, and 
fent to the firft Congrefs with the moft laudable 
ftnd loyal defigns, — to accommodate the alarming 
controvcrfy, to eftablifti a more permanent unioki 
between the two coiintries, and to flop the rifing 
fedition. This was exatflly the circumftancc of that 
gcntlcmap, who rcfufed the delegation on any other 
terms *. His inftrudtions are long fince before the 
public, and prove the fad; and it is known to inany 
gentlemen now in London, from Pennfylvania, that, 
while in Gongrefs, he faithfully purfued thofc in- 
ftrudions t* uniformly exerting his influence gnd 
abilities to carry them into execution. That ht, 
boklly, and una wed by the dangers which threateb^ 
_ _ ' - - • • • ■ -^ • - 

* Sftt Mr. Gallows's Examination^ p. 47, &c. 
t See appendix to Leuers to a Noblcjnant 
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his perfofi, in the tumults of riot and faftion which 
he was oppofing, reprobated and condemned every 
meafu.re which tended to fedition, and a feperation 
of the two countries. That when he found he 
could not ftem the torrent of rebellion, he returned 
to the Aflembly ; and there again> as the ultimate 
meafure he could purfue, to fave the province he 
lived in, he refolutely exerted his influence to in- 
duce them to difapprove of the meafures of Con- 
,grefs, and totally to fecede from all connexion with 
it. That having failed in this meafure, on the quef- 
tion, by one vote only, he was again elefted a Mem- 
ber of the fecond Congrefs, contrary to his own 
folemn and repeated refufals to lerve. That he con- 
tinued thus elefted until long after that Congrefs 
met ; but as he did not attend, another was elefted 
in his room. And yet fuch was the eameft defire 
of the Congrefs to obtain his influence and concur- 
rence in their meafures, that Dr. Franklin came up 
to his feat in the country, to which he had retired^ 
to folicit his union with them, and offered to pro- 
. cure his immediate re-ele6lion ; all which he refo- 
lutely refiifed. And afterwards, that, although his 
^ife was repeatedly threatened by the mdependent 
faftion, and while his friends trembled for his fafety, 
he, unawed by his danger, condemned in his pub- 
lications the meafures of Congrefs,' and charged 
them with views of ifadependence and treafon, at 
a time when they publicly difavowed them. Could 
it be poflible for the candour of the publid to aflc 
.for further proof of this gentleman's uniform fide- 
lity to bis IJJovereign, and attachment to the legal 
. conflitution of bis country j his having abandoned 
,^a very valuable eiftate, and facrificed the indepen* 
j3eDt.happiiiefs..of his family to ihofe principles, 
muft certainly be that proof. 

But you further add, ** When my brother and 

" I, in the chara£ter erf" his JMajefty's Commif- 

I . " libners 
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^' fioners for reftoring peace, publifhed a procla- 
** mation of indemnity, for all thofe who had taken 
** part in the rebellion, provided they fliould fur^ 
** render themfelves, and fubfcribe a declaration 
*' of allegiance within a limited time. Mr. Gallo-. 
" way was among the firft who came over to us 
** from Philadelphia;" thus intimating that he had 
taken part in the rebellion, and came over to you 
to take the benefit. of the pardon offered hy the, 
proclamation. Now, Sir, although this is all in- 
vention, I do not fufpeft it js your own. I wifb, 
for the fake of your own charafter, to believe it 
to be that of your venal dependant, whom you 
have long fince amply rewarded for writing your 
vindication ; for you know you was not, where you 
ought to have been, with your army at Brunfwick, 
when Mr. Galloway came over to it, but in New 
York; and, (hould I defcend to follow your ex- 
ample, of attacking private reputation, I .couldy 
perhaps, inform the public, what allurements led 
you thither. How^evef, as this is a pra£lice of which:, 
I difapprove, I fhall not adopt it, although your 
own Gonduft has juftified it. But, Sir, the real 
truth is — ^Your proclamation is dated 30th Novem- 
ber, and was not publilhed within your own lines 
at Brunfwick, in New Jerfey, near fixty miles dif- 
tant from Philadelphia, from whence you fay Mr. 
Galloway came, until the day following; and on 
this very day, early in the morning, he was within 
your lines, with General Vaughan, iii Brunfwick. 
Driven from his family, by an order of the Conven* 
tion at Philadelphia for the imprifonment of his 
perfon,' he left Penfylvania on the twenty^eighth, 
two days before the date of your proclamation,' 
and eleven days before one of them was fent to 
the Province he left; for you may recolleft, that 
thofe proclamations were not fent to Pennfylvania 
until after your arrival at Trenton, on the eighth 
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6( Dccciftbcr, when your Aid-decamp requcfted 
Mf. Gsdloway to fend fifty of them to Philadelphia; 
which be atccordingly did, by a perfon on whom he 
coul^ debertd. I have mentionea General Vaughan, 
*1to, i nave nb doubt, will recolledl the time of 
Mr. Galloway's coming into Brunfwick, and that 
he wis the firft who fhewed to him the proclama- 
tion. Thus, Sir, you will perceive into what a 
^ienmia you have brought yourfelf, by trufting to 
the Invention of one who was with you at New 
York, knd could Jcnow nothing about the time when 
Ml*. Gallowaty came over to your lines. But, if you 
really thought Mr. Galloway •* had taken part in 
.^ the rebellion," why did yoii afterwards appoint 
him to fo many places of high trull and iniportance 
in his Majefty's feryice, giving him an opportunity 
daily to betrky it ? How can you account tor a con- 
dud:, fo inconfiftent with your manifell duty, cither 
%6 your Sovereign or Country ? 

lou next meanly defcend to mentipn your libe- 
liility to Mr. Qalloway. Mean, indeed, if will ap- 
pear^ when that gentlenaan's fervices and facrifices 
drc confidered, had it flowed from yqur private 
purfe; i|id yet meaner flill, when it is known yo^ 
paid it out of the public money. And how much 
did this profufe liberality amount to? No mor^ 
V thah 770I. in which the wages of a clerk are in- 
eluded, by your own account for fervices pei-fermed 
during eighteen months. 

Apd what were the fervices he performed? Ho 
a^ed as Superintendant pf the Fplice, which he 
^igelled, yegulated, and eftabliftied at your requcft. 
In this office w^s included the prcfervation of the 
order, internal peace^ and fafety of the firft city 
1,11 America. He ferved yo^ as Superintcndant of 
the Port; an office eftabliihed to receive an account 
of all the (^rgoes in\portcd fox the ufe of you^ 
mpfny, and the people within your lines^ and tq 
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prevent their being clandeftinely carried to the 
enemy. He ferved you as Supcrintendaht of the 
prohibited Articles. In this office the utmoft car* 
and attention was neceffary, to prevent the enemy 
from being fupplied with them. He alio fuper- 
intended every avenue of your lines, and nightly re* 
ceived the reports of perfons appointed to attend 
them. He was conftantly cn)pIoyed by you, frorti 
the time of your arriVal at the head Elk, to the 
day of your rcfigngtion, in obtaining for you intel- 
ligence of the ftate and moVements of the enemy ; 
and gained more important and better intelligence 
for Icfs than 509I. than you paid for it Ncvv York, 
as your friends confefled, upwards of 5000I. He was 
often applied to by the Commiflaries and Quarter- 
mailers, for Tiis advice and affiftancc in procuring 
forage and provifions for your army, He was in^ 
ceflantly called on to furnifti you with guides and 
horfes for your parties. He raifed a troop of light 
horfe, and embodied eighty loyal volunteers, who 
ferved without pay or clothing; performing, under 
bis own direction, thofe many and uncommon fer- 
vices mentioned in a note of his Examination, p. io^ 
He alfo furnifhed you with many maps, delineating 
the roads for the march of your army ; andf a prin- 
icipal one, with all the roads between the Delaware 
and the Sufquehannah, either drawn by himfelf, or 
under his immediate direction; with a variety <^ 
other fer vices, totally independant of the public 
ofljces ; which, had they beep done by your faVourirc 
officers, would have coft you ten times the amount 
of tlie whole fum of your profufe liberality to him. 
Such arc the fervices of Mr. Galloway, which you 
have not had the honour to mention. Vour libe- 
rality, and thofe fervices, are npw befpre the public, 
to wfipfe candid reHedions both are fubmitted. 
I fha,U only remark> that^^ had you dealt out the 
publi?; money, eoipmitted to your charge, with, the 
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faiiic ceconomy to your favourites, as you did to 
this gentleman, we fhould not have feen fo many 
American Nabobs rolling in wealth, and luxurioufly 
living on the fpoils of their country, as have lately 
returned from America. 

Inrefped: to Mr. Galloway's popularity in the 
provinces in which he had lived, is too well afcer- 
tained by a variety of fadls too notorious to be 
afFeded by your negation ; but as the charge of his 
want of influence does not injure his private and 
moral charader, I Ihall fay no more on that fub- 

Of a very different nature is your next and laft 
charge. You fay. You " at firft paid attention to 
" his opinions, and relied upon him for procuring 
•* you fecret intelligence ; but you afterwards found 
" your confidence mifplaced; his ideas you dif- 
•* covered to be vifionary; and his intelligence was 
" either ill-founded, or fo frequently exaggerated, 
«* that it would not have been iafe to z& upon it.'* 
If thefe aflertions be truths, why did you continue 
conftantly to employ him in the line of intelligence, 
to the day of your refignation ? Why was your Aid- 
de-camp almoft daily coming down from you to 
him, defiring him to fend out for intelligence? 
Why did you not altogether rely on your " other 
" channels of fecret communication?'* How un- 
accountable then mull it appear to men Of fenfe, 
that you Ihould be fo weak as to continue to truft 
a perfon whofc ** ideas you had difcovered to be 
** vifionary," and whofe " intelligence to be ill- 
-founded, exaggerated," and falfe? 

But you further a'dd, " Having once dete<5led him 
•' in fending me a piece of intelligence from a perfon, 
•* who afterwards, upon examination, gave a very 
•• different account of the matter, I immediately 
** changed the channel of fecret communication, 
*' and, in future, confidered Mr. Galloway as a niN 
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" gatory informer." How dark and unmanly is 
this charge! Againft charges. fo general, fo pcr- 
fedly undefined, and fo artfully made, it is impof. 
• fible for the moft innocent pcrfon to vindicate him- 
felf ; for you have prudently avoided cither men- 
tioning the pcrfon who ** gave a very different ac- 
*• count of the matter," or the matter itfelf. Can 
you believe, that this flab in the dark, at a private 
charadler, will not be condemned by the candour 
and good fenfe of the public? It will foon. Sir, 
appear, that^ to the laft hour of your command, 
you entertained a high opinion of Mr. Galloway's 
honour and probity. Did you at the time, or during 
your command in America, give him the Icaft hint 
of your fufpefting the intelligence he fent you? 
Had you done this, he would, in all probability, 
have convinced you that he did not deferve your 
fufpicion, if, in reality, you ever entertained onc; 
he might have convinced you of his having re- 
ceived the intelligence from the pcrfon who denied 
it, and that this perfon had deceived you. This 
would not. Sir, have been the only inftancc in which 
you were deceived. One 1 will beg leave to remind 
you of, in which your favours and confidence were 
totally mifplaced. Mr. Willing, and his partner, 
Mr. Morris, had been, from the beginning of the 
war,, the agents of the Congrefs for fupplying their 
naval and military (lores. Their difaffedlion to 
their Sovereign, and their rebellious principles, 
were proved by a number of letters, intercepted by 
your noble brother; and therefore Mr. Galloway 
called on Mr. Willing, in Philadelphia, by your 
exprefs order^ to take the oaths of allegiance; and 
although he refufed, yet he found fo rnuch favour 
in your light, as to obtain a countermand of that 
order, and a difpenfation from taking the oath; 
and even after this, you made him and his flour- ' 
broker, Mr. Brown, your confidential negotiators 
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with the Members of the Congrcfc, The AmerU 
can records will fupport this truth; and further, 
that both Mr. Willing ami his notable broker de- 
ceived and bctraye(J you. 

However, dark and infidious as this charge is, 
it is fortunate for Mr. Galloway, that there i» proof 
abundantly fuificient to convince the unprejudiced, 
that all you have afferted refped:ing his difloyalty, 
bis unpopularity, and deception, is of recent inven-* 
tion, and had no exiftence in your mind when you 
left America; it is proof which you yourf^lf will 
not deny the credit of, being po lefs thjin the tefti* 
mony of Sir William Howe himfelf, under his awq 
hand, and the feal of hjis arms. 

Six days only before you left Philadelphia, ira- 
prefled with the faithful fervices of Mr. Galloway, 
you not only warmly recommend him to the atten- 
tion of your fucceflbr, but wrote to him the foUpw- 
ing letter : 

"Sir, Philadelphia, May 1 8, 1 7 88. 

•« THE falutary efFe^s of the regulations in the 
eftablilhment of the police in this city, have fo fully 
juftified my choice of the genrlemen in whofe hands 
I placed the important truft, that 1 cannot^ cither 
as a public or private man, withhold this teflimony 
of my fenfe of their fervices ; and I beg, ihat^ to 
the general refped paid you, as an upright, able 
magistrate, and friend to the le|p.i confticution of 
your country, I may be permitted the honour of 
adding my particular* affurancc of the great per^ 
fooal efteem with< which I am. 
Sir, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
Jo/epb Gallowayi, Efq. W. HOWE." 

Now, Sir, permit me to aflc>*-4f Mr. Gallowa]p 
was difloyal,. how could you give him your tefti- 
mony that he was *< a fri^tid to ibe kgal coolUtu*- 
•* i\m of \iu a^mOtf ?** If h? was ^npopular^. how 
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could he poflcfs " the general refpeft as an up-' 
•' right magiftratc?** If he had deceived you. 
in giving you falfe intelligence, why could you not 
very juftly, ** cither a^ a public or private man^ 
•* withhold your fenfe of his fervices?** And, if he 
was unworthy of your confidence, how unworthy 
was it in Sir Williani Howe to give him particular 
afTurances of his great perfonal efteem ? Thefe are 
paradoxes which we muft leave to be unfolded in 
your next attempt to vindicate your cojidud: in the 
Artterican war. 

Such was your opinion of Mr. Galloway whci% 
you left America, and fuch it continued to be for 
fome time in England ; for you was the firft gentle-, 
man, your own and your noble brother'j^ fecretaric^ 
excepted, who paid him the honour of a viiit on hi^ 
arrival in London. Nor was it changed the di\y be- 
fore his examination in the Houfe of Commons^ 
on the condud of the America^ war; for you wdl 
remember, that, on that day, your noble brother, 
who was pleading in your defence, and therefore 
we may prefume fpoke your fentiments, delivered,^ 
M^hen Mr. Galloway was prefent, an high though 
fulfome panegyric on his honour and integrity. But 
how changeable and uncertain are the good opinions 
of men! Mr. Galloway being examined, the film 
which had before inverted his Lordfhip's optics,, 
^nd reprefented Mr. Galloway as a man of intc- 

frity, became fuddenly removed ; and from that in- 
ant he flood metamorphofed from an honourable 
man into " Shakefp^ar's apothecary ;*' and now, by 
the lime magical influence, you have transformed' 
him from a man worty of " geJneral refpedt, as an. 
" upright magiftrate,** into one of np popularity ; 
from an upright man into a deceiver; arid from a 
" friend to the logal cpnflitution of his country,** 
into a rebel, . ' The AUTHOR. 
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No. IL 

Copy of a LEITER from Mr. Samuel Kirk, Grocer, 

in Nottingham, to General Howe. 

SIR, 

T CANNOT eafily defcribe the difcontent and 
^ difappointment which appears among a very 
great number of your conftituents here, on account 
of your having accepted a command in the expe- 
dition againft our American brethren. From the 
opinion I had of your integrity in general, I voted 
for you at the late eleftion, notwithftanding you 
had, in fome recent instances, afted contrary to 
my fentiments. I took the liberty to teM you fo, 
and afked you the following queftions, viz. 

Whether you thought .our whole army would 
not be infufficient to conquer America :-^-If you 
did not think the Miniftry had pnflied this matter 
too far? — Whether if you fliould' be appointed to 
a command, you would rcfufe ? — And whether you 
would vote for the repeal of the four atls of par- 
liament, which you are now going to enforce ? 

If I am not miftaken, and I believe that you will 
allow that I am not, you anfwered to every one of 
thefe queftions in the affirmative. This, out of pure 
regard to your intereft here, I have made known 
to numbers, who were in the fame ftate of fuf- 
penfe with myfelf, as to the propriety of our con- 
duft at the eleftion ; and it has ferved to remove, 
in a great meafure, the ill impreffions, by which 
you yourfelf was very fenfibly affe£led while among 
u«. 

We are, however, affured that General Howe 
is preparing to embark for America to enforce 
t1ie a6b. Judge, if you can, the confufion this oc- 
c-aijons among your friends. The mod plaufible ex- 
cufe that is made among us is, that the King fent 
for jou, and what could you do ? 

Now 
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Now I muft bei? leave to fay, that I think you 
tnight have afted the part of a great man, in refufing 
to go againft this people on many accounts. But 
to fay nothing of politics, your brother died there. 
They have fhewn their gratitude to your namq and 
family, by erefting a monument to him^ who bled 
in the caufe of freedom amongft them; to him, 
who dared to aft in oppofition to a Court, when his 
judgment informed him his oppofition was right ; 
and yet he died a foldier. Our paflions were 
wrought upon at the eleftion by the mention of his 
honoured name, in a paper which you may perhaps 
remember ; and may I not mention it to you, with 
a wiih that you may follow fo amiable, fo drfinter- 
efted, fo revered a charafter ? 1 believe you have not 
even ian enemy, who would impute your refufing to 
go, to want of courage ; nay, your courage would 
be made more confpicuous by the refufal. 

If you iliould refolve. at all events, to go, I don't 
wrfli you may fall, as many do ; but I cannot fay I 
wifli fuccefs to the undertaking. Thefe, Sir, are 
the fentiments of many here, as well as of 

Nottingham^ Your obedient fervant, 

Feb. 10, 1775. SAMUEL KIRK. 

General HOWE to Mr. KIRK. 
SIR, 

.1 HAVE read your letter of the loih, with fo 
much the greater degree of concern, as I had flat- 
tered myfelf I had removed all thofe prejudices you 
had entertained againft me, when I had the pleafure 
of being with you at the eleftion. The rancour 
and malice of thofe who were iK),t my friends at the 
eleftion, fill me with aftonilhment at the inftance 
you mention of their wiflies for my fall in America. 
My going thither was not my own feeking. I 
was ordered, and could not refufe, without incur- 
ring the odious name of backwardnefs to ferve 
my country in diftrefs. — So contrary are men's opi- 
nions 
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hions here, to fonie with you, that, inftead of the 
groffeft abufe, I have been iiioft highly compliment- 
ed upon the occafion, by thofe who are even averfe 
to the meafures of Adminiftration. 

Every man's private feelings ought to give way to 
the fervice of the public at all times ; but particu- 
larly when of that delicate nature in which our af- 
fairs ftand at prefent. Whatever opprobious names 
i may be; called at Notthigham, i Am eacourajged to 
fay, that no fuch epithets will be pat on it in any 
other quarter. I intreat you in particular, to fif 
fend your judgment in thofe matters, uniU ihe eveiti 
proves me untvorthy of your Jitpport. 

One word for America : You are deceived if you 
fuppofe there are not many loyal and peaceable 
fubjefts in that country. I may fafely affert, that 
the infurgents are very few^ in comparifon of the 
whole people. 

There ar^ certainly thofe who do not agree to a 
taxation from hence, but who do not wi{h to fever 
tbemfelves from the fupremacy of this country. 
This laft fct of men, I ihould hope, by ttheir being 
believed from the grievance, will moft readily leturn 
to all due obedience to the laws. 

With refpeft to the few who, I am told, defire to 
Separate themfelves from the mother country, I 
truft, tvhen they find they are not fupported in their 
frantic ideas by the more moderafte, which I have 
'defcribed, they will, from fear of punifhment, fub- 
fide to the laws. 

Wirh regard to trade, this coun^ muft now fix 
the foundation of its ftability with America, ty 
(procuring a lafting obedience to xmr laws, without 
^which it can never arrive at that penaanenoy, 'fo 
^folutely recfuifite for the well-being of this em- 
pire. lam,'Siri 

Your jattbful tatA obedient ferva:^^, 
iiuwhjlreet, Feb. 21, i^ 75, W. HOSVE. 

No. 
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No. HI. 

A LETTER, from the Comtnittee of Corvgrefs to 
the Prefident, found among the Papers of Henry 
Laurens, Efq. 

Camp, at Valky-forgey Feb. ti, 1778. 

We had flattered ourfelves that, before this time, 
the pleafure of Congrcfs would be made known to 
us refpefting the quarter-mafter's department. We 
fear our letter upon this fubje6t has mifcarried, or 
the confideration of it yielded to other bufinefs. 
You will therefore pardon us, Sir, when we again 
folicit your attention, as an obje£l of the laft im- 
portance; on which not only the future fuccefs of 
j'our arms, but the prefent exiftence of your army^ 
immediately depend. The influence or this office 
is fo diffufive through every part of your military 
fyftem, that neither the wifdom of arrangement, the 
fpirit of enterprife, or favourable opportunity, will 
be of any avail, if this great wheel in the machine 
flops, or moves heavily. We find ourfelves embar- 
raued in entering on this fubjeft, left a bare reciraf 
of fafls fhould carry an imputation (which we do 
not intend) qjq thofe gentlemen who have lately con- 
du£ted it. We are fenfible great and jiift allow- 
ances are to be made for the peculiarity of their fi- 
tuation, and we are perhaps not fully acquainted 
with all their difficulties. It is our duty. Sir, to in- 
form you it is not our intention to cenfure ; and be 
affured, nothing but a fenfe of the obligations we 
s^tc under, to poftpone all other confiderations to the 
public fafety, could induce us to perform the un-* 

pjeafing taflc. We find,' Sir, the property of the 

continent difperfed over the whole country ; not an 
encampment, rout of the army, or confiderable'' 
road, but abounds with waggons, left to the mercy 
of the weather, and the will of the inhabitants ; 
large quantity of intrenching tools have^i in like 

manner. 
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^inanncr> been left in various hands, under tlo other 
fecuri^y, that we can learn, than the honefty of thofe 
xvho have them in pofTefllon. 'Not lefs than 3000 
fpades and Oiovels, and the like number oF toma- 
hawks, have been lately difcovered and coUefted in 
the vicinity of the camp, by an order from one of 
the general officers. In the fame way, a quantity 
of tents and tent cloth, after having lain a whole 
fummer in a farmer's barn, and unknown to the 
officer of the department, was lately difcovered, and 
brought to camp by a fpecial order from the Ge- 
neral. From thefe inllances, we prefume, there 

may be many other ftores yet unknown and uncol- 
ile£ted> which require immediate care and atten- 
tipn. 

When, in compliance with the expe£latiotis of 
Congrefs, and the wifhes of the country, the army 
was thrown into huts, inftead of retiring to more 
diftant and convenient quarters, the troops juftly 
€xpe£led every comfort which the furrounding 
country could afford. Among thefe, a providential 
care in the article of ftraw, would probably have 
faved the lives of many of our brave foldiers, who 
have now paid the great debt of nature. Unpro- 
vided with this, or n)aterials to raife them from the 
cold and wet earth, ficknef$ and mortality have 
fpread through their quarters in an aftonifhing de- 
gree. Notwithftanding the diligence of the phyfi- 
cians and furgeons, of whom we hear no complaint, 
the fick and dead lift has increafed one third in the 
laft week's returns, which was one third greater 
than the week preceding ; and, from the prefcnt 
inclement weather, will probably increafc in a much 
greater proportion. Nothing, Sir, caii equal their 
fufferings, except the patience and fortitude with 
which the faithful part of the army endure them. 
Thofe of a difFereYit charaftqr defert in confiderable 
number^. 

We 
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We liiuft alfo obferve, that a number of the 
troops have now fome time been prepared for ino-^ 
culation ; but the operation muft be delayed, for 
want of this and other neceffarics within the prO'*- 
vidence of this department; We iieed not point 
out the fatal confequences of this delay in forming 
a new army, or the prefervation or this. Almoft 
every day furnifhes inftances of the fmall-pox in 
the natural way. Hitherto fuch vigilance and care 
has been ufed, that the conlaigion has not fpread ; 
but furely it is highly incumbent updn us, if poffiblei 
to annihilate the danger. 

We need not point out the efFeft this circum- 
flance will have upon the new draughted troops, if 
not carefully guarded ; they are too obvious to need 
enumeration. In conference with th^ forage-maf- 
teron this fubjefl (which though in appearance tri- 
fling, is really important) he acquainted us that, 
though out of his line, he would have procured it, 
if waggons could have been furniflied him for that 
purpofe. 

The want of horfes and waggon^ for the ordinary 
as well as extraordinary occafions of the army, 
preffes upon us, if poflible with equal force ; i^l- 
moft every fpecies of camp tranfportation is now 
performed by men, who, without a murmur, pa*r 
tiently yoke themfelves to little carriages of their 
own making, or load their wood and provifions on 
their backs^-^hould the enemy, encouraged by the 
growing weaknefs of your troops, be led to tnake 
a fuccefsful impreffion upon your camp, your artil- 
lery would now undoubtedly fall into their hands, 
for want of horfes to remove it. — But thefe are 
fmaller and tolerable evils, )vben compared with the 
imminent danger of your troops, perifliing with fa* 
mine, or difperiing in fearch of food, f he com^* 
miiiioners, in addition to their fijpplies of live cat^ 
tie, which are precarious, have round a gte^t quan^* 

voj^. X. B b tit^r 
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tlty of porlc in Nev^ Jerfey, of which, by a fkr)u^^ 
of waggons, not one blarrel has reached the c3ffip. 
The orders were given for that pui^pofe as earfy 
as the 4th of January.— In yefterday's conference 
with the? Gelieral, he informed us, that fome brri- 
gades had been four days without mfeat ; and that 
even the common foldiefs had been at his quarters 

tb make known their wants. At prefentj S?r, 

there is'not one gentleman of any rank in this de- 
f)^rtment, though the duties of the office require a 
conftant and unremitted attention. Ih whatever 
view, therefore the objeft prefents itfelf, we trufl 
ybu will difcern, that the moft eflenf ial interefts are 
conne6led with it. The feafon of prepsirafion for 
hext campaign, is pafling fwiftly away. Be affured, 
Sir, that its operations will be inetFe£tuaI, either for 
offence or proteftion, if an arrangement is not im- 
iflediately made, and the moft vigorous exertions 
ufed to procure the neceffary fupplies.— Permit us 
to fay, that a moment's time fliould not be loff in 
placing a man of approved abilities and exterifive 
capacity at the head of the department, v^ho will 
r'eftore it to fome degree of regularity and order j 
whofe provident care will immediately reftore th^ 
prefent wants of the arrny, and extend it'felf te 
thofe which muft be fatisfied, before we can expeS 
Vigour, enterprife, or fuccefs. — ^Wheri your Com- 
iiiittee refleft upon theirtcreafed difficulties of pro^ 
curing waggons, horfes, teiits; and the^ nu'ttierous 
train of aTticlies dependent oh this office, wMthout 
which yottf army cantiot even move, they feel the 
greateft anxiety, left^ the utmoft Ikill; diligence, and 
aodrefs,*wili prove ineffectual to fati«fy the^growing 
demand. ' AH other confiderations vanifti befS^e this 
bbjeft • and we mdft eameftly vvifh Oongfeft rtay 
beimpreffed in a pVoper degree with its fafecffflty 
andimpohance; -< ' 
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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS, 

Sir, 

1 HE prefent have been called " the 
*^ days of difloyalty," and, in proof of the juftice of 
the appellation, the clamours for what has been 
termed conftitutional and parliamentary reform have 
been cited. But, when I recoUeft haviiig heard> 
that, forty years ago, a pair of fleeve-buttons were 
enhanced to triple their v^ilue by the words IVilkes 
and Liberty y imprinted on the rim ; when I recol- 
leQ:, that the fame paltry device, ftamped upon the 
pot, ffavc the fancied tafte of (lingo to the vapid and 
muddy dribblings of the barrel ; when I recoUeft, 
that a miferable adventurer, without anceftry, with- 
out fortune, without charafter, without any thing 
but impudence, obfcenity and blafphemy to recom* 
mend him, fucceeded, merely by coupling his name 
to that of liberty y in terrifying Britifli Juftice from 
her purpofe, and in (baking the very ba(is of the 
Throne ; when I recollect thefe things, I cannot 
help believingj that, notwithftanding the proceed- 
ing* 
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ings of the Whig Club, we are quite as loyal^ and 
not quite {ofooti^^ as our fathers. 

But, Sir, from whatever fource political d^lufion 
may come, by whatever means it may be propaga^ 
ted, and in whatever degree it may prevail, can its 
prevalence , eve/ be conducive either to the intereft 
or honour 6f the nation? Can it enlarge our under- 
•ftandings, or ftrengthen the integrity of our hearts ? 
Can it leflen our wants^ orincreafe our comforts? 
At home can it ever make us'^happy ? Abroad can 
it ever make us feared, or refpefted ? — Experience,, 
fad experience, :feys JS^O. ,Qn the contrary, it is 
the caufe of all our calamities and difgraces, do- 
meftic and foreign. It is a flow but deadly poifon 
to Britain. ' Amidft thdfe bleffings, which are the 
envy of her neighbours, it makes her peevifli, male- 
contented and mad ; it mines her conftitution, it 
convulfes her frame, it enervates thofe councils, atid 
palfiesthofearms^ with which (he would, otherwife^ 
annihilate her foies. 

Convinced, as you muft be, of the truth of thcfe 
remarks, let irie hope, that you will patronize art 
endeavour, however humble/ to' deft ray the falhion-. 
able delufion of the .times ^ let n^e Hope, that yon 
will tiim from the vifioh of theory, and liften to the 
folid admonitions of'praftTce,; let me hope, that the 
pifture Khali exhibit of the injurious arid debafing 
cohfequences of Republican gbvernme.nty and IVritten 
ConJlifutionSy will induce yoii to abandon tfiofe pro- 
jfeftsof innovation, Ifor which you h^vefo Jong been 
an advocate i and, finally, let me hope, thaV, if W« 
3efpife the tiniely and a,wful warning, ^he people 
of this kingdom will not. * ' 

In the profecution of this undertsiking, Sjr, I 
fliall proceed upon a plan, which is, I believe, aK 
xndft entirely new, and which is certainly better 
than ^ny other, fuited to my humble (rapacity, 
'When a matter is to be decided hy reajonhig^ the 

reful| 
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•refult is feldom concluftve, and always precarious ; 
becaufe^ full as much depends upon the abilities of 
the difputants, as upon the intriqfic merit of th6 
cafe. Even fuppoCng a perfeft equality, in point 
of talents, to. fubfift between the opponets,the obfta- 
cles to a juft determination are not removed ; format 
the very threihold of the controverfy, oppofite affer- 
tions contend for the preference ; and, Ihould both 
writers and read(?rs agree as to the premifes, it is ^ 
thoufand to one if they concur in, the dcdudlions. 
Thus are all argumentative contefts rendered inter- 
minable, and thus are the people, fome of them 
pleafed, others offended, others amufed, but a far 
^greater portion bewildered, or n^ifled. To.QbvIa,te 
.fimilar confequences in the prefent inftance, I ihstll 
lay reafoning afide, and rely entirely upon faEls, 
That my arrangement may contribute as niuch «s 
poffible to a clear comprehenfion of .my matter^ I 
fliall adopt that form ot proceeding which js.moft 
familiar to Engliflimen. I (liall fupppfe you the a,d- 
VQcate of republicanifm,and myfelf its.accufer; and 
the people of this kir^gdom I (liall fuppofe a .Jury 
limpannelledto try the iffue of the caufe. Having 
made thefe previous difpolitions, I thus addrefs my- 
felf to the unperverted good-fenfe, and uncorrupte4 
integrity of the nation. 



No. I. 



Gentlemen of the Jury^^ 

TjyiE infolent repulican, Paine, (whofe work 
Mr. E-rJkine defended,) tells the people of £ngiai?d, 
that th^y ^rtjla'ues^ becaufe they are jgoverned by 
a king, and becaufe the conftitution of their go- 
vprnmeut 4pe? not, like a legal contraft, coniift of 

a cer- 
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n certain number of articles, defining the rights and 
circumfcribing the power of the parties. I have 
not the injuftice to fay, or to infinuate, that Mr. 
Erfkine, or any of his noble and honourable friends, 
carry their notions to this excefs of abfurdity; 
but, I fhali not be accufed of a want of candour 
in afferting, that their vehement and perfevering 
clamours tor " reform" do direftly tend to unfettle 
the minds of the people, and to make them fi^h 
for a ftate of things fomewiat refemblin^ that, which 
thefe honourable men have very judicioufly left it 
for Paine, and his more daring followers to defcribe. 
The terrific example of France has hitherto operat-* 
ed as a falutary check to the progrefs of the repub* 
lican doftrines ; but, <* France," fay the partizans 
of innovation, " is yet in a revolufionary ftate, and 
** is not, therefore, to be cited as an example of 
** the 4urabl^ confequences of the change, whkh 
" we propofe. For this fort of example," fay 
they, " we muft look to America, where the bufi^ 
** nefs of revolution is at an end \ where the peo- 
^' pie are the fovereign, and the fovereign is the 
** people ; where a written conjlitutiony ^fuffrage jA 
** mojl univerfaly an eleSled chief magi^r ate ^ and ^ fre^ 
** quent rotation in office^ have fliut up the avenues to 
^* political intrigue and corruption, have filled the 
^* public councils with wifdom and integrity, have 
*' produced a prompt and equal operation of the 
*' Uws, have mended the morals, augmented the 
^* happinefs, and fecured, for ever, the freedom of 
^* the people." — Aftonilhing delufion ! how fatally 
fome of its effefls have been felt by thofe thou- 
fands of unfortunate Britons, who have been in^ 
veigled from their competent profeiEqns and com- 
fortable homes, to eke out amiferpble exiftence, to 
perifli like beggars, and be buried like dogs, in 
America. But, the fufFerings of thefe our deluded 
f^llp^v fubjefts, however great, hpwever painful to 
3 con. 
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contemplate, are of trifling importance, when com- 
pared to thofe evils, which, by the fame means, 
may be finally produced /// this kingdom. To put an 
end, therefore, to this dangerous delufion appears 
to me to be fo neceflary an undertaking, an aft of 
juft'ce and of mercy fo preflingly folicited from any 
and from every map, that, notwithftanding the ad- 
monitions of confcious inability, I venture to pre- 
fent myfelf to you as the accufer of Republicanifra, 
pledging myfelf to prove, by uncontrovertable evi- 
dence, that it has been, and that it ftill is, produc- 
tive of every evil that can poflibly be traced tef po- 
litical caufes. 

I am not unaware of the paffions and prejudices 
I have to encounter. " He thatgoeth about,*' fays 
the venerable Hooker, " to perfuade a multitude* 
** that they are not fo well governed as they ought to be, 
^* (liall never want attentive and favourable hearers; 
^* becaufe fuch as openly reprove fuppofed difot* 
" ders of ftate, are taken for principal friends to 
^* the common benefit of all, and for men that carry 
** Angular freedom of mind. That which wanteth 
*^ in the weight of their fpeech, is fupplied by the 
^* aptnefs of men's minds to accept and believe it. 
*^ Whereas, on the other fide, if we maintain things 
'^ that are eflablifked, we have not only to ftrive with 
^* a number of heavy prejudices, deeply rooted in 
*' the hearts of men, who think that herein we fave 
^^ the time, and fpeak in favour of the prefent ftate, 
** becaufe thereby we either hold, or feek • prefer- 
'* ment j but alfo to bear fuch exceptions as minds, 
^* fo averted beforehand, ufually take againft that 
^* which they are loth fliould be poured into them.'* 
—Such, Gentlemen, were the obftacles to the pro* 
grefs of truth) two hundred years ago ; fuch are 
they at this dav, and fuch will they ever remain. 
But, there are fome of thcfe obftacles, which do not 
I pr^fume, prefeqt themfelves to me, I neither 

hold. 
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hold, nor feek, preferment ; nor is it at all proba- 
ble, that I. ever fliall exercife, or enjoy the emolu- 
anents of, any. Belidcs, they are not opinions^ but 
fa£fs, which I have to lay before you. Nor ihall 
ihefe fafts be drawn from antiquated.hiftory, the 
authenticity of which you might doubt ; but from 
a ftate of things this moment in exercife. Again; 
they (liall not be fou«;ht for amoogft the Venetians, 
the Genoefe,.the Swjfs, the Dutch, or.any other out- 
Jandiili race, but amongil a people dqfcended from 
the fame ftock with.yourfeives ; fpeaking.the faige 
language,. having the .fame fober temper, the fame 
habits,cuftoms,and manners, and differing from you 
only in thofe points where the revolution in their 
government have had an immediate effeft. And, 
as to my evidence^ itjfhall not be fuch as was given, 
at Maidftone, to the cbaraSler of O'Connor^ but rather 
fuch as was afterwards given to that character by 
O'Connor himfelf : it (hall come from neither the 
friends nor the enemies of republicanifm,. but from 
the lips of the republicans tbemjelves. With all thofe 
claims to your attention and belief, 1 will not fo far 
difparage your wifdom or your juftice, ^s to doubt 
of a verdidl in my favour. 

The firft witnefs that I Ihall call is a ve^ry old 
friend of ours, the "Reverend" DoctorPjuesti^y, 
This reverend gentleman wrote and puWi(hed, du- 
ring the fummer of 1799, .twelve letters, ^ddreffed 
to his neighbours, .the inhabitants of Northuipber- 
land, in the State of.Pennfylvania. Jt is.fropi thefe 
letters that I am about to extract the conf^flicips of 
the Do£tor, who, you \vill pleife to .obferxe, gen-r 
,tlemen, is a fort of King^s Evidence'm this cafe. But, 
.to proceed to the examination. 

PoacupijJE. — JDoSlor Fxieftly, jt is yery w^ll 
(known, that you crofledlhe Atlantic in fe^i;ch of 
hterty ; be fo good, thierefpre, as to inforjn.the jviry, 
.what has been the xefuU of your purfivtl: 5 .Vlhetfeer 

you 
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youthave found things to anfwer.yourexpcftation; 
whcthrer a written conflitution, is.fo complete a bar- 
rier, jrs you thought it, againft the abufe of power; 
whether the reprefentatives of the people, in Ame- 
rica, are more' independent of the executive, th^n 
.the parliament of England are of the king ; and of 
fuch other matter as you may have gathered from 
experience. 

Doctor Phiestley. — (Letter x. p. 14.)-^ 
*• When Heft England— " 

Juryman — .Bo good enough to fpeak out. 
What are you afliamed of, man ? 

DoctorPriestley. — " When I l^ft England'* 
{fighs fjeavily]^ ** I was induced to come hither 
chiefly on account of my high admiration of the 
conftitutioh of your government. It was, at that 
time, the onty one that had been drawn up with 
deliberation by perfons appointed for that'exprefs 
purpofe, and folemnly accepted by the nation. It 
was wholly founded on the rights of man^ and the 
jbvereignty of the people. There were no hereditary 
honours, or powers of any kind, and no form of re- 
ligion eftabliflied bylaw. The power of making peate 
or war, ^nd alfo that of regulating commerce with 
foreign nations, as well as apfiong yourfelves, was 
wifely placed in the congrefs; and that great and 
neceffary guard of liberty, the freedom of the prefs^ 
^was untontrouled. Tp .my ^Xft^Xfiirprife and mor^ 
tificatiofty howQwtXy I npyv find, that yh^.^r^/ of thefe 
articjes, .efleqtiaJ to a tru/y free .government, h^Ve 
teen, in my opinion, on onie pretence or on an o^her, 
'infringed. ,Or, if the prefent ftate of things be 
really agreeable to ,the Conftitution, it ,w^s not 
,djawn up ,for the ufe* of plain n[)qn, but pf ve/y 
aciite lawyers cjnly. ^Certpinjy ^thp .coninient does 
not natucally flpw frpmihe te^t; or there ,w?s ^in 
^he letter pf the cqnftUutiqn ^ jiaitpnt ^iiptiguity, 
j)?)tiiph defeat^ the^projejfed objeEl of tt. Thus becaiife 
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ymir Cdnftitution gives to the Prefident, and two 
thirds of the Senate, the power of making treaties 
yx'nh foreign fK)wcrs, and treaties may relate to any 
fubjcft in which different ftates may be conGemed» 
tf^ey may make treaties of alHanc6, offlenfive and 
dcknfive, and alfo treaties of. commerce; and by 
Ibis means all interference of the proper rcprefenta- 
fives of the people, either in the bufinefs of com- 
merce, or of peace and war, in which they arc 
inoft concerned, and which they therefore ought, 
mreafon, to have the moft controu], is effeffually 
frccluded. The treaty, fliackling iheir commerce^ 
or involving them in a war, is a^ually made inde- 
pendently of ihcm, and all their objeiStions to it 
have no effed:. — Since treaties become parts of the 
law, by which the courts of juftice arebound, I do 
not fee but that it is in the power of the Prefident 
and two thirds of the Senate, that is, 1 believe, of 
twenty-one wen, to " iind the country in all cafes 
Vjbatjocver.'" — It is, moreover, contended by the 
friends of Government, that when, in confequence 
of any treaty, money is to be raifed to carry it into 
cffcd, the reprefentatives of the nation, who give 
the money, mufl abfohitely raife the Jam required, or, 
as the phrafe is, make the appropriations \ having no 
Other choice than that of raifmg it in what they 
l«ay think the beft manner. — This is a power which 
even the Parliament of Great Britain has not yet been 
brought to furrender. There the King has, indeed, 
the nominal power of making peace and war, and 
alfo treaties of every kind. But, if money be ne- 
ceflary to carry them into execution, the treaties 
come under difcuflion in the Houft of Commons, 
and the people give, or withhold, their money as 
they think proper; fo that they have a virtual ne- 
gative on z{\ the meafures of the Court. And was 
not this intended by the framers of your Conftitq- 
lion too? Could they give the Congrefs the fole 
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power of making peace and war, in 'one part of 
the inftrumenr, and take it out of their hands in 
another? Such manifeft inconfiftency and deceit 
is not to be fuppofed." 

Porcupine. — Very well, Dodor: you fpeak like 
an honeft nian. But, you faid fomething about 
that V invaluable bleffing^" the liberty of ibe pre/s: 
In what degree has it been concrouled ? 

Doctor Priestley. — ( Letter x. p. 17.) — ^*' Laws 
calculated to reftrain the freedom of fpeech and of 
the prefe have been fo conftanily the refort of ar^ 
hitrary Governments, that 1 was, beyond mcafurc, 
aftoniflied to find them introduced here ; and yet, in 
fome rcfpeds, the laws that have lately been made by 
.Congrefs are morefevere than thofe in England.** 

Porcupine. — Very well. Sir: but, notwithftand- 
ing you have been lo " difappointed," fo ** fur- 
prifed," " mortified," and *' beyond meafure afto- 
niflied ;^* notwithllanding, the little pamphlet, called 
The ConftitHtion (which was " founded on the Righis 
of Man and the Sovereignty of the Peopk^'') has 
proved to be a dead lerter, a nr>efe baublt, to amufe 
the fovercign citizens of America ; notwithltanding 
all the important powers lodged in the reprefenta- 
tives of the people have been ufurped and exerci,fcd 
by a junto of ** tvc^nty-^one men ;" notwirhftanding th« 
laws, reftraining the freedom of fpeech and of the 
prefs, are mare fevere than thofe in England ; not- 
withftanding all this, it is \txy poflible that no evil 
confequences may have refulted therefrom, if the 
country be in a ftate of improvement ; if political 
harmony prevail amongft the people ; and if they 
are enlightene,d, virtuous, and pious, the Gox'ern-. 
ment may ftill be good, though the written Conftu 
turion have liong.ago lighte4the fegars of the Prc^ 
fidcnt and his pot-companions,— Be (o good, there-. 
fpre^ as to inform the jury as to thofe points whicli 
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ffd to |irdve tK6 practical etfeds of the AiftericaSI' 
Government. 

DoctokPriestley. — (Letter xii. p. 40).— ** A fo- 
reigner travelling in the interior parts of this coun- 
try', artd finding the vvant of roads, bridges, and 
inns, wonders that things of fuch rtianifeft utility^ 
ftiould not have had more attention paid to them^ 
when he sees that great Jkms are raifid afid expended 
oh' obje£ISy the uje of which is^ at beft^ very doubtful. 
And men of letters coming to rcfiae here find thcii' 
hands tied up^ Books of literature cannot be had, 
and philofophical inftruments cart neither be made 
nor piirchafed. Every thing of this kind" [and, 
h'e niight fay, of every other kind of manufaftured 
articles] " muft be had from Europe, ztid pay a duty 
on importation. — But all this may be Ihort-fighted 
fpeculation ; and it may be, nay 1 doubt not aC is 
better fbf the world at large, that its progrtfs fhoutd 
not be fb rapid ; but a long ftate of infancy, child- 
hood, am! folly, Ihould precede that of manhdod 
and true wifdoni ; and that vices are better checked- 
by the calamities^ of wai* than by reafon and philo- 
fophy." 

Porcupine. — Well, Doflor, if the people afe of 
your way of thinking, they are, doubtlefs, very 
indifferent about the matter, and live in great hat-' 
fnony together. — Is this the cafe? 

Doctor Priestley. — (Letter xii. p. 40). — «' A 
ftranger is apt to wonder, that political anirdofttj 
fbould have got to fuch d hei^t in this country^ whete 
dll men fo lately united againft a conimon enemy; 
and, that their enmity, which cannot be of lon^ 
ftanding, fhould be as inveterate as in the oldefi cotin^ 
tries, where parties have fubfifted time irhnrtemoriaL 
But it may be the defign of Providence, bf this 
nieahs, to divide this widely extended country iiifS 
Jfhallerftates, .which Ihall be at war with each othef*; 
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that, by their commdn fulFerings, their common* 
vices may be corredled, ahd thus Jay a foundacioh' 
for ch€ fdlid acquifition of wifdom. — Divided, srs 
the people of this country afe, fortie in favour of 
France, and others of England, I (houl'd not muchr^ 
wonder, if the decifion of the Government in fa- 
vour of cither of them, fliould be the caufe of d' 
civil war. Bdi even this, -the m6ft calamitous of 
all events, would pronfiote a greater agitation of* 
m^n*s minds,, and be a more effedual check to vkc 
than any other mode of difcipline. — Many lives^ 
no doiibi, will be loft in a civil waf ; but men muft 
die I and, if the deftruction of one generation — i— ^ 

Several Jurymen. — What ! — What does he fay ? 

Doctor PRitstLEY. — *' And if the deftruction of 
one generation be the means of producing another^ 
which (hall be wifer and better, the good will exceed 
the evilr 

Porcupine. — While I admire your fang froid, 
Doftor, 1 utterly rejedl the maxims of your favage 
philofophy, which would calmly proceed to the de- 
ftrudion of a whole generation in purfuit of a fp^- 
culative g6od. But qtiitting, for the prefent, thofe" 
political animbfities, which have afifen under ydUY" 
favourite Government, and whit^h you defcrib'e as' 
incurable by any thing Ihort of a civil waf; let me' 
a^ you if you have not found a greater degree of 
underftanding, of virtue, and of piety, in Ame- 
rica, than you left behind you in Grea:t Brirai'n? 
The' rtpublicati GovernmM and written Confiitufi&ft 
miift be bad, ihdteed,- if they ha>^e produced no 
^bd efFedts, eitheif politrcal,' moral, or religious/ 
• Doctor pRfESTLEv.-— (Lefrer xii. p; 41 and 4'2) 
-^** A fttaf!ger naturally ex{^£ts t6 find a grtater 
fihi'pUcity of maniitrSy and- rribfi virtui; in this new 
coUntr]^, than in the old' oncV. But a nearer ac- 
diitiintartce with it will convince him, tha^t there i^ 
hfs virtue^ as will as lefs khoruokdge^ than in mofi of 
^ - - the 
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the countries of Europe. In many parts of the 
United States there is alfo lejs religion. Infidelity 
has made great progrefs in Europe: but 1 much 
queftion whether it be not as greaf in America i and, 
either through want of knowledge, or zeal, little or no^ 
thing is done, by the friends of Revelation, to ftop the 
baneful torrent.'* 

Porcupine. — I think. Gentlemen of the Jury, 
that Mr* Erlkine, ** I'avocat de la Republique,'^ will. 
find it very difficult to parry this thruft ; but I can- 
not difmifs the evidence of the good Dodor with- 
out troubling you with a remark or two of the con- 
cluding part of it. He tells you, that infidelity has 
made as great progrefs in America as it has in Eu- 
rope, where it has certainly been much longer at 
work. He adds, that " little or nothing is done, 
by the friends of Revelation, to ftop the baneful 
torrent;" and this he afcribes to want of knozvledge^ 
or want of zeal, in thofc friends of Revelation : but, 
here he (tops, without telling you i\\t caufe of this 
want of knowledge, or of ^eal, in thofe friends of 
the faith. Yet, you cannot imagine, that this 
caule, however fecret, has efcaped his adHve and 
penetrating mind. The fadl is, 1 believe, he per- 
ceived it clearly enough, but could not prevail upon 
himfelf to ftate it; he perceived it to lie in the 
want of an eftahlifhed church, againft which he- had 
been, for many years, talking and. writing; and 
which, in his clerical capacity, he ifeems to have 
regarded as his devil. To niake an open acknow- 
ledgment of the neceflity of ifuch an eftablifliment^ 
would, perhaps, be too much to expeft from any 
man, under fimilar circumftances. But, in this re- 
lu6tance, fo natural in the Dodor, you, my country- 
men, can have no participation : you have never, de^ 
clared, that, " the total annihilation of the hierarchy 
« is the only Cleans of preferving Chri/tianity:** you 
M^ilh to think rightly on this^ as on every other^ 
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topic; and, therefore, I tru^, that the confeffion 
\(^nich I have drawn from the Dodor will tend to 
increafe your reverence for that antient and facred 
eftabUfhment, which has hitherto preferved, and 
which is the only means of perpetuating, amongft 
you, thofe principles of morality and religion, 
which you received from your forefathers; and, 
without which, you would foon be reduced to a level 
with the miferable infidels of France. 



No. IL 

Gentlsmen of the Jury, 

I NOW call your attention to a witnefs, who will 
give you more authentic information, rcfpeding 
Republican Governments and Written Conftitutions, 
than you ever have yet learnt, or ever will learn, 
through any other channel. 

You muft know, that each of the feveral States, 
which compofe the American Union, has its fepa- 
rate Conftitution, and, of courfe, its feparate exe- 
cutive, legiflative, and judicial powers. Thefe 
State Conftitutions all bear a ftrong refemblancfe to 
each other, and to the Conftitution of the United 
States. They all contain the fame, or fimilar pro- 
vifions and are all, in a greater or lefs degree, pro- 
ductive of fimilar confequenccs. But, the Govern- 
ment of the State of -New Jersev is, as far as I re- 
colledt, the only one, the evils and abufes of which 
have been fully expofed by the hand of an Ame^ 
rican. 

This was done in New Jerfey, in 1799, ^Y Mr.. 
William Griffiths, who was tfi^n, and now is, 
an eminent lawyer of that State, and who, under the 
fignature of Eumenes, wrote a fcries of cl&ys, which 
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tvere firft pirblifhed m the ncwfpapcrs^ and after- 
t«rards in a pamphlet, the ofejedi of which eflays was, 
totonvince his countrymeii of the neceffitjr of calHng 
a convention, m order to form a new Conftitution* 
It is this gentleman whom I am now about to ex- 
amine; and, that Mk. ERfeKiNB may have a fair 
opportunity of crofs-examinationy I fhall be verv 
cafeful to refer to every ppge, from which I thinfc 
it neccffary to extnlft. 

Porcupine. — Mr. Griffith?, you have faid, that 
the Conftitution of your Republican State ought to 
be changed. You have certainly faid well; but, 
pray inform the people of England, why it ought to 
be clianged. Give them fome account of the many 
and great evils and abufes, which have arifen out 
af your prefent Government j and, to begin at the 
root of the mifchief, kt them hear what you have 
to fay about elections ; for, there are a certain fet of 
men in England arid Ireland, who are mad after 
what they call the ** elecftive franchife;^ regarding 
it as an infallible cure for all fcnrts oi political diw 
iafes. 

Mr. Griffiths.— (p. 13). — " It^has ever been a 
matter, of difpute upon the Conftitution, whether 
females^ as well as males„ are entitled to de(^ offi- 
cers of Government. If we were to be guided by 
the letter of the charter, it woul4 fcem to place 
them on the fame footing in this particular; and 
yet, recurring to political right and the nature of 
things,^ a very forcible conftrudion has been raifoi 
againft the admiflkxi of lx)omen, to participate in the 
public" fufFr^ge. 

" The fourth article of the Conftitution dcdare^^ 
that •* Alt inhabitants of this colony of fiiU mff^ who 
*" are worth, &c. fluU he entitled to y9C$ for K^jfn^ 
•* fentatives, 6^." Tbofe y^hp fupporc the r^bla 
of women, fay, th^t « all inhabitants," muft fOiW^ 
4^11 women inhabiting^ a& viell a all men^ . : viiercd 
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it is ui^cd on the other fide, that the inakers muft 
have mraftt si\l ;;t^/^ inhabitants, and that the ek^ 
predion is to be reftraincd; fd as to arrive sit the m- 
teni of the framcrs of the inftrumeiit, 
' ** This difference of fcntiment has givcri rife td 
oiverfity of j>raSiice on this head, and fumilhed si 
pretence, from which, many an eledionecring trick 
has rcfulted. I could refer to inttarices, which 
would prove what is advanced; but the people 
want no proofs. It is well known, that vvorilcn ard 
admitted or reje<9:ed, juft as it may fuit the views of 
the pcrfons in direftion. The thing {hould be rec- 
tified. If women are fit perfons to take part in this 
important franchife, though excluded frorii othe^ 
public funftions, it Ihould be fo exprefled in the 
conftitution. They would then know their rights^ 
and thofe rights Could not be fported" with, to fcrve 
the wretched purpofes of a party eledlion. 

** To my mind (without going into an hiftorical 
or philofophical dedudtion of particulars on the 
fubjed) it is evident, that women, generally, are 
neither by nature, nor habit, nor education, nor by 
their neceffary condition in fociety, fitted to perform 
this duty with credit to themfelves or advantage to 
the public. A great praiiical mifchicf, however^ 
refulting from their admiflion, under our prefenc 
form ofgovernment, is, that the tovans and populous 
villages gain an unfair advantage over the country^ by 
the greater facility they enjoy oyer the latter, in 
drawing out their women to the eledlion. 

" Many important eledtion contcfts have bceiis 
terminated, at lad, by thefe auxiliaries, in favor of 
candidates^ fupported by the town intereft.— " Mn 
Fox, in his late harangue in the Britifh Houfe of 
Cbmtnons, in favor of more equal fuffrage, con-» 
cedes the unfitnefs di females to Ihare in dedions« 
He fays^** no inftance of their participation in pub- 
lic fuffrage in any ^vemfticnt, can be ihewn i" and 
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thus, this right (which many of his party hold to be 
a natural one) he denies to the faireft produdions of 
nafure." 

Porcupine. — Thus, you fee. Gentlemen, that the 
harangues of your great ^^ patriot'* have reached 
acrofs the Atlantic, and have met with contempt. 
where he, good, credulous foul, fuppofed they would 
have been received with burfts of applaufe. You 
may alfo perceive, that Mr. Fox was not perfeftly 
acquainted with all the governments in the world. If 
a "reform," founded upon "the natural rights of 
mankind," were to take place in England ;•' if the 
*^ c\t^iwe/rancbi/e'' were extended to " the faireft 
produdions of nature," what an alteration would 
enfue in the qualifications neceflary in a candidate! 
If the Spinjiers and the fVidows were to vote at elec- 
tions, what an aflemblage of youth and of beauty, 
of brawn of brafs, would the Chapel of St. Stepheii 
exhibit! — But, Sir, (turning to the witne/s), are the 
evils attending your eledions owing entirely to the 
admiffion of the fair fex to the " enjoyment** of the 
rights of man? Or, arc there other caufes, which 
contribute to the rendering of this ** precious right," 
the grtateft of all poflible curfes ? 

Mr. Griffiths. — (p. 35). — ^**It is evident as the 
conditution is (and the pradice under it, juftiiies the 
obfervation) that our ele&ions are liable to be influ-^ 
encedy and indeed governed^ by perfons who have no in^ 
terefi in the welfare of the Jtate i who have as little 
knowledge ot the charaders fit for office ; and who, 
nine times out of ten^ are the mere infirumenis, of 
party in the ftate, or the agents of executing defigns, 
formed out of it. What a pidure has our eledions 
for fix years paft prefented, fince an inundation of 
foreigners has broke in upon the country. Frcncb^ 
Irifii, Dutch, and people of almoft every nation, and 
of every defcription of charader,have not only been 
admitted, but folicited to help out contending fides in 
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tleBionsfor cfficers of government. In towns^ particu- 
larly where fuch people colledt, the evil is more 
glarings and the improper advantage it affords over 
the county intereft, in eledions, has often been 
complained of with the grcateft reafon. In the 
county, where I relide, there are, 1 venture to af- 
firm, two hundred Iriftimcn employed at different 
works, who are never taxed, except at the whippings 
poft : and yet thefe fellows are brought to the elec- 
tions, and their votes, perhaps, placed in equal ba- 
lance againft thofe of as many refpecflable and 
wealthy citizens." 

Porcupine. — Bur, Sir, you have a qualification. 
It is neceflary that. voters (hould polfefs property to 
a certain amount. How is this regulation rendered 
nugatory ? 

Mr. Griffiths. — (p. 43). — " It is required by 
the Constitution, that they fliall be " worth ffiy pounds^ 
proclamation-money, clear eftate." But, as the 
Conftitution does not prefcribe by what evidence it 
fliall be afcerlained, that the pcrfon who offers his 
vote is worth fifty pounds, clear eftate, the legifla- 
ture have provided, that the fadl of property Ihall 
be made out on .the oath of the voter. This has 
proved a fruitful fource of perjury^ and falfe fwear- 
ing at eledlions, in the State of New Jerfey- Hun- 
dreds of people have been prevailed on to fwear 
themfelves qualified in point of property, that were 
not fo, and who knew they were not qualified. 
Others have been induced to it under the moft pre- 
pofterous notions of mental evafion. A man being 
alked, after taking an oath at ah eleftion, how he 
could juflify it to his confcience, as he well knew 
that all the property he ever had wa^ not worth 
^.50? anfwered, that he did it very rightly; for 
the law did not require him to fwcar he had clear 
property to the value of ;(^.SO> but that " be (the 
voter) was ivortb £.^0;*' and that he valued himfelf 
I at 
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At a great dcs^l itibre than that. The words of the 
path run thus : •* I verily believe that / am wortl^ 
fifty pqunds clear cftate, &c/' Others are known 
to fupply the word "' of/' and fo fwear thcmfelve$ 
clear of eftate, inftead of -cleat eftate. And many 
Other weak and wicked evafions arc fabricated, to 
get over the teft of property, prefcrib^d in the cOn- 
flitutipn/* 

Porcupine.-— This is very pretty to be fure, and 
gives no bad flandard whcretty to jud^ of the mo- 
rality and religion, as well as the politics, of Repub- 
lican States, pive me now, if you pleafe, fomc ac- 
count of the Repre/enfation of your State. 

Mr, GRirF|TiTs.-^{p. 52) — /* Nothing can be 
jplearer, t|ian that it is fundamental in a reprefenta- 
tive government, that the people fhould be equoNy 
rcprefemed. The framcrs of the cpnftitution were 

r:rfeftly confcious of this, and provided, *^ That * 
majprity of the council and aflemb|y might at 
f* any time, if they judged It cquitabhe and proper, 
f* add to, or diminijh the number or proportion of the 
f aflcmbly for any county.'* This was leaving th^it 
to legiflative difcr^tion, which is unqueftitrnably % 
point of conftttutiorfal rpgulation. If the Legifla- 
ture judge it pxpedient,. the people may be equally 
reprefeiited} whereas it ought to have been de- 
clared^ that an ^qual repre^nt^tion is the bafis of 
the government, and provifion made fpr catrying 
the principle into completp efFcd:. But the provi- 
fipn as it now ftands, is altogether inadequate to the 
purpofe : could the |liegiflature be depended updn, 
lor difintereftcdnefs and impartiality in executing it, 
they can only add and diminijh ^ that is, take from 
pne county, and add to another. This may poffibly 
i>ring the reprefentation to fome degrpc of propor- 
tion ; but it is evidently imperfeft, as in doing it, 
no common ftandard of perrons, or property can be 
{iflumcd. 5ut \s it not apparent, that the Legifla- 
* ^ ' turc 
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cure may be draWn into the abufc of this power 5 
may it not beexercifed under pretence of more equ^l 
rcprefentation, to the injury of and disfranchifement 
of the people? Parties and political contefts, may 
turn this, which was intended as a privilege, into an 
inftrumcnt of c^prcffion. If, for inftance, we coujd 
fuppofc that a number of leading and artful mem- 
bers of the Legiflature were defirous of annexing to 
a particular divifion of the State, three or four ad- 
ditional members to enable them to (iicceed in fome 
favourite objed:, as the choice of a fenator, or go- 
vernor, or the nomination of dedlors for the prefi- 
dent, or ftme important law, as a militia or revenue 
bill ; the p^rfons concerned in fuch a fcheme, by 
preparing it in time, and proceeding with caution, 
and ufing all thofe means of pcrfuahon, frdudion, 
and impofition, wbtcb are too well underjfmd and too 
fucce/sfully pralii/ed in tbefe days, might, perhaps, be 
able to effect their purpofe: at ieaft the practicabi- 
lity of the thing and the inceflant efforts of party, 
whether originating in local or political caufes, muft 
evjcr render the Legiflature, an improper depofitory 
of a franchife, upon the fair extenfion of which to 
all people, according to fome equal ratio, depends 
the public tranquillity, and the equilibrium of the 
public rights, 

^ True it is, that hitherto the people of New 
Jcrfey have not been reprcfented in the Legiflature, 
according to their conjutiunt capacity, but according 
to certain ^^<!?fmpi&/V^/defcriptions: the counties have 
been rcprefented by equal delegations, without re- 
gard to the comparative fl:ate of population and pro- 
perty. This is a grofs violation of the firfl: maxim 
pf a Republican Reprefentative Government, which 
dictates equality in the choice of thofe who are to 
make laws, and adminifl:er the public functions. It 
js a palpable wrong, that one thoufand electors^ 
(hquld have the fame number of reprefentativcs that 
fwo thoufand have; it is giving them two votes for 
3 pne 
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one in the general economyi and a(2ually disfran«» 
chifing one half of the greater portion. The people 
of New Jerfey, and not the counties, were deugned 
to be reprefented in the Legiflature. Surely, if a 
law were propofed/and the ftnfe of the people ac- 
tually taken in per/on, and not by delegation, it would 
be thought monftrous, that two hundred votes from 
Huntingdon (for inftance) Ihould be balanced by one 
hundred from Burlington ; and if this would be 
wrong, where the people a^S in perfon, it is equally 
lb where they adt by delegation, which is nothing elte 
than transferring their identical conftituent powers, 
rights, and interefts, to the management of fubfti- 
tutes; and thefe, of courfe, ought to poflefs the fame 
equality of fuffrage^ as would take place between 
their con/tituents. In Ihort, on any other principle, 
the majority do not govern. It is very well known 
and admitted, that our public meafures under the 
prefent conftitution arc not the rejult of wba( can be 
called, tbefen/e and wijhes of the majority of the people 
of New J^rfey: the three counties of Suflex, Morris^ 
and Effex, contained by the cenfus of 179 1, upwards 
of fifty thoufand people ; thofe of Bergen, Sonierfet, 
and Cape May, about twenty^five thoufand; and 
yet, on every public meafure in the Legiflature, 
whether relating to the choice of public officers, ei- 
ther for State or Congrefs, or to the enafting of pub- 
lic laws, relating to taxation, or expenditure of the 
puWic money, or other objeds of public concern, 
thefe twenty-five thoufand perfons mav carry the 
ipeafure by their reprefentatives, againlt the fenfe, 
wifhes, and interefts of the fifty thoufand, by their 
reprefentatives : in other words, the minority, and 
a minority too, in the proportion of twenty-^five to fifty ^ 
pjr^aih.*' 
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No. III. 

Porcupine. — Well, Sir, you have fliown us, 
that a Written Constitution is no fecuritjr 
for impartiality. at eleftions, or for fairncfs of re- 
prefentation. It is, however, poflible, that the per- 
fons in power, may aft ably and uprightly, notwith- 
ftanding the manner, in which they may have beea 
exalted, is not the beft calculated to infure the 
exertions of talents and integrity. Give us, if you 
pleafe, fome account of the office of the Governor, 
the Chief Executive Magiftrate. 

Mr. Griffiths. — (p. 55). — " The Governor is 
chofen, annually^ by a joint-meeting of the two 
Houfes of the Legiflature. This joint-meeting, or 
a bare plurality of votes in it, may appoint a child, 
^ bankrupt, an alien^ or a criminal convift, for the 
Governor and Chancellor of New Jerfey; nor does 
the conjiitution require the lead iejl from him when 
he is chofen, either of property, allegiance or duty: 
fo ftrange and dangerous is the latitude in an ap- 
pointment, which unites in the officer the greateft 
power, both civil, military and judicial! It is not 
a fatisfaftory anfwer to this, that the conftitution 
has faid, the joint-meeting are to choofe fome "^" 
perfon, for they are ftill the fole judges of his fit- 
nefs; they may apprehend a man not the lefs fit, 
for being an alien, or a convift, or a fool, provided 
he puts on great pretenfions to patriotifm, and has 
the art of hiding his weaknefs or his wickednefs, 
under thofe canting and hypocritical profeffions for 
the " public good," which are too often fuccefsful 
over the credulity of mankind. No eleftive body, 
thrown together on a fudden, as that affembly is, 
86ted on by intrigue, fometimes by paffion and 
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party, and fometimes by ignorance of charader 
and fafts, fhonld have it in their power to be fur- 
prized or cajoled, into a choice di(honourable or 
hurtful to the ftate; they ought to be conJlitutiomUy 
reftrained from chufing " anf^ body, to fill the 
higheft ftation in the goverment, and whofe power 
is above all controul. 

" In order to exhrbit the number and great im- 
portance of the Governor's offices and appoint- 
ments, let the conftitution fpeak. " The uovernor 
" (hall be conftant prefident of the council, and 
•* have a calling vote in their proceedings." — " He 
•* fliall have thefupreme executive power , be Chancellor 
*' of the colony. Captain-general and Commander in 
" Chief of all the militia, and other military force 
^ in this colony, and Ordinary or Surrogate-general.^^ 
— *' The Governor and Council fhall be the Court of 
^^jlppeals^ in the laft refort, in all cafes of law." 
Not to fpeak here of the grofs incompatibility of 
thefe appointments in the fame man, now is it to 
be conceived that any one head could digeft, or the 
grcateft poflible induftry execute the various and 
complicated, and multiplied duties comprehended 
in this commiflion of the Governor, If you fepa- 
rate from the executive (what it is fhocking, (hould 
ever have been connefted with it) the judicial con- 
cerns, will not the proper duties of the executive 
magillrate be abundantly fuificient to occupy all 
his time and induftry? 

** Afeparation of power, is confidered as effential 
to the liberty, fecurity, and happinefs of focietyj 
and, indeed, what can be more lejf-evident?** The 
very definition of a defpotifm is, *^ that govern- 
'* ment where all power is vefted in one man, or 
** one body of men." N^ow, every government re- 
cedes from, or approaches to, this character, exaftly 
in the ratio by which it diftributes power. The 
efFeftive powers of governing confifts in the making^ 
^ ot 
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of law, the ^€9CpomJiHg of law, and the execuiinr 
of lawj and the truth of the aflertion of a direa 
jocompatibility exifting in the appointment of the 
New Jerfey executive, depends upon xh^faSl of his 
holding offices, which unite in him portions of thefe 
diftin£t powers of government. Now of this there 
is no difpute. The conftitution makes him Com- 
mander in Chief of the mliiaryi it bellows on him 
a portion of tKe i^iflatwe. as a member of the 
legiflative counpil, by a cafting vote, and much 
more by the indirect in^ence which preiic^ing 
there in perfon, gives him over their proceedings; 
it places him at the head of the higheft court of 
common law in the ftate; it fiibje£ts to bis fingle 
and final determination as Chancellor, all the pro- 
perty in the ftate, it recognizes him as the higheft 
prerogative court, into which may be drawn by ap*, 
peal, all cafes ecclefiaftical, teftamentary, and in- 
teftates it clothes hjm with the attributes of mercy, 
in the right he exercifes with the privy council, of 
pardoning criminals: he too becomes poifefled, as 
the executive officer, of many incidental powers^ 
fuch as appointing deputies under him as Surro- 
gate-general, fupplying vacancies of offices in the 
recefs of the legiflaturc, and a multitude of other 
authorities, delegated to hitn by particular ads of 
the legiflature. In fhort, you behold him iM-andiAi* 
ing tTC fword of war; then prefiding in the fei^s 
of civil juft ice; now directing a court-martial, and 
then pronouncing a decree in equity; to-day you 
fee him gravely legiflating in the council, and to^ 
morrow he h expounding and putting in execu* 
tion the law which he made. " Never before, per- 
haps was it feen in any ftate which bore the fem- 
blance of freedom, that fuch great and different 
jurifdiftions were vetted in one man." 

** But (p. 70.) great as many of their other evils, 
furiiing fron| this unnatural aflbciation of powers 
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in the fame perfon, the greateft of them all is, that 
which the ftate experiences from the Governor 
in his judicial capacity. Shakespeare has num- 
bered the " law's delay" amongft thofe unbear- 
able calamities, which drive mankind to felf-deftruc- 
tion. The endlefs delay in the Chancery Court 
of New Jerfey has obtained it the name of " the 
" Court of Oblivion, the Grave of Juftice, and the 
" Mother of Ruin to all its votaries." 

"But, befides the delay and injuftice that may arife 
from want of fufficient time to perform the judicial 
concerns attached to the executive appointment, 
another mod evident abfurdity prefents itfelf from 
the ftru£ture of our conftitution in this refpeft, 
namely, the annual appointment of a Chancellor 
and Prerogative Judge. I fpeak not now of that 
circumftance as objeftionable, merely as it refpefts 
the queftion of the duration of the fupreme execu- 
tive appointment, ftriftly fo called, (although there 
can be little doubt, that more permanency than the 
conftitution allows of, would be preferable) but 
I allude to that injudicious arrangement, which 
makes the commiflion of the highek judicial officer 
in the ftate, lefs permanent than that of the loweft 
civil magiftrate. If we advert to the principle upon 
which other judges of law under the conftitution 
hold their appointments for five and feven years, 
certainly it will appear that the conftitution is 
extremely defeftive, and evien inconfiftcnt in this 
particular. A court of law fliould, of all other 
inftihitions, be fo conftru6^ed, as moft effe£lually 
to enfure fpeedy and uniform juftice. It is there- 
fore abfolutely eflential to this end, that judges 
(under proper checks of office) fliouId hold their 
appointments upon fome more permanent footing 
than a mere executive officer. If a judge is re- 
j(noved annually, it impedes the courfe of legal pro- 
ceedings; it requires a confiderable length of time 
before his fucceffof can gain the pointy even in the 
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old bufinefs at which his predeceffor had arrived; 
he muft go over the fame ground, and yet find him- 
felf prefled with the daily acceffion of new cafes. 
Thus if a Chancellor is fuperceded annually, all the 
cafes which have been argued, and no decf-ee made, 
muft be argued over again at a great expence. 
The new Chancellor finds himfelf all of a fuddei^ 
imhfierfed in an ocean of litigation, almoft without 
bottom or fhore; hie goes to work with little exer^ 
tion, becaufe he feels the flaviflmefs of completing 
other mens' duties, and becaufe he has no profpeft, 
in the (hort compafs of one year, of getting through 
his own. 

** Thus it is by fhifting hands, the difpatch of 
bufinefs is moft eflfentially obftrufted: But a iiq 
lefs obvious, and a much more important injury 
to public juftice, refults from a rapid fucceffion 
in the judiciary, namely, its tendency to deftroy 
the uniformity^ and the authority of legal decifions. 
An able Chancellor in a courfe of years, in pur- 
fuing his duties, not only anfwers the end of his 
appointment, in adminifl:ering jufl:ice in the />^r- 
ticular cafes that come before him, but he advances 
the general fyftem of law; he forms a confiftent 
courfe of precedents, which fo far fettles litigation, 
and prevents further difputes, on points and prin- 
ciples that are at reft: and this is the great poli- 
tical end of a national judiciary; that while it is 
employed in deciding particular cafes, for which 
it is paid, it is alfo engaged in framing a code of 
law and practice, which fliall repay the ftate an 
hundred told, in the general influence it has. in 
fetting up land-marks of property, and thereby 
.preventing infinity of litigation. Now all the^ood 
eflfeiJs of a permanent judicature, are totally fruf- 
trated upon the plan of annual appointment. Ages 
may roll away, and the Chancery law of New Jerl 
fey be yet in its infancy. It will acquire neither 
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confidence nor {)ublicity. No ^ncftal g6od will 
ilowfrom its adminiftration, but each particular cafe 
will perifh b fingle obfcurity | and the fame queftion 
ivhich was agitated and decided before a Chancel- 
lor of 1 797, at an incredible expence, will rife into 
difcuffion before the Chancellor of 1798!, and be 
controverted with as much zeal, and kt as immense 
coft, as if it had not been before decided. 

** Thus an eternal round of particular jurifpru- 
dence takes place, without authority as precedents, 
and frequently clafliing with each other. This is 
really a very important confideration ; it applies as 
well to the general ftate of the judiciary under the 
conftitution, as to the particular branch now 
under confideration. Let any tribunal of law bcf 
fo conftru£ted, as that its members are frequently 
changed, and law becomes dilatory^ inconfiftent and 
dangerous : you have decifions; but no precedents j 
you have judges^ but no judicial fyftem 5 you have 
vindiftive, but no preventive juftice, I am certain, 
that nothingcouldhave been devifed more fatal toany 
good efFefits from* a court of chancery, than to place 
It on a footing lefs permanent than that of ajuftice 
of the peace. That a conftable or flieriflf fhould be 
chofen annually, is not irrational, becaufe their du^ 
ties are purely minifterial : there is no length of 
experience, or fyftem, or judgment neceffary ; they 
are only to obey their orders* JBut to fee the higheft 
court of law and equity in the flate, annually fet up 
at a kind of legiflative au£tion, affords a fpe£iacle 
iio lefs ludicrous than it is lamentable. ^ 

«• Independent of the confiderations which have 
beei\ mentioned, there ate others which cannot 
efcape the notice of the moft fuperficial obferver^ 
1;vhich place the conftituttonal arrangement of the 
court of chancery in the moft Ihocking point of' 
view. I here' allude to its utter depimency upon 
another branch of the government, and its liability 
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to be aSed upon by perfonal and party motire^ 
and influence. It cannot be denied, that the great 
bbje^ in the conftitution of a court of juftice, cfpe- 
ciaUy one from which there is no appeal, is to give 
it perfeft independency in its proper Iphere of aftion* 
It is eflTential that there ftiould be courts entrufted 
with the execution of the laws, and the right of 
deciding upon controverfies between man and man; 
but unlefs thefe courts are fo guarded from the 
temptations of felf-intereft, as to be perfeftly indiffe-^ 
tent between man and man, in all cafes whatfoever^ 
they are not courts of juftice, but inftruments of 
party, engines of partiality, and oppreffion under 
the colour of law, the worft of all oppreffion, be- 
caufe it is remedilefs. It is vain you urge the dig- 
nity of human nature againft the folicitations of 
felr-intereft, the frowns of power, and the importu- 
nity of party zeal. If your Chancellor is not ren-» 
dcred invulnerable by the independence, the confli'- 
tutional independence of his ftation, the rights and 
porperties of every citizen of New-Jerfey, now and 
in time to come, are infecure indeed ; and the evil 
is proportioned to the extent of the powers of that 
officer, which have no bounds but thofe prefcribcd 
by his (ingle and unalterable will. 

" Think, then, upon how dangerous a bafis the 
conftitution has built this all important judiciary. 

" The tenure upon which it is held, is that of 
an annual elcftion, by ^plurality of the members of 
the legiflaturc in Joint meeting ; and Xhejalary^ that 
ought to be the lure rewai'd of faithful and impar^ 
tial juftice, is capable of being perverted to the 
purpofe of ftarving, or tempting your Chancellor 
mto a compliance with the views of a legiflature^ 
a party, a tingle man ! how little do people con- 
iider the &d confequences" which follow, from^ 
placing their judges under fuch circumftances, as- 
that the very provifions defigned for their honor- 
able 
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able fupport, and to guard theif integrity, become 
the fources of difquietude and fufpicion, and the 
certain means of perverting^ the juftice, and Tapping 
the reftitude of their pubh'c tribunals. 

" If you put the cafe, that 2l juftice of the peace 
ihould have abfolute cognizance of all cafes within a 
certain diftri6t, but you place his appointment in the 
hands of twelve men of that diftri6l annually, and 
who have not Only liberty to put him out, if his 
judgments difpleafe them, but to alter his compen- 
fation at pleafure ; allow me to afk, whether a ma- 
giflrate fo appointed and maintained is an indepen- 
dent judge, and is free to decide impartially, ac- 
cording to law, between man and man ? is it not 
evident, that he will be controuled by his electors, 
by his gratitude ? 

" Thefe twelve men, perhaps a bare majority of 
them, who ele£led him, will alfo dire£l him , nay, 
me of them perhaps may be the keeper of his con- 
fcience ; one more powerful, more intriguing, more 
to be depended on at the next ele^ion of the diC- 
trift magiftrate, muft be confulted before a judg- 
ment is given : and thus the juftice of the diftriS, is 
no more nor lefs than the will of the ftrongeft party^ 
or the moft influential eleQor of the joint meeting, 

" Thus it happens, that this magiftrate, from 
the very manner of his choice, the fhortnefs of 
his office, and the variablenefs of his falary, becomes 
enlifted, by fear or afFe£lion, to thofe, and the con- 
nexion of thofe, upon whom he imagines his ap- 
pointment and his bread depends; and he who 
Ibould be, of all men in the diftrift, the freeft from 
party influence, and perfonal attachments, becomes 
the flave of one fet of men who fupport him, and 
the enemy of others, whofe opinions or views are 
not in unifon with thofe of the magiftrate or his 
fupporters. I need no illuftration of this argument, 
lironger than to call the attention of my fellow-citi? 
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2e6s th Ihofe inferior tribunals df the eoiinfry, with 
which they are beft acquainted. Take the inftances 
of juftices c( the peace, who, are looking after pro- 
motion in the legiflature, or advancement to the 
bench, as judges of the common pleas ; who have 
private views to accomplifli, a party to gratify, or 
friends they would not difoblige ; and then let^ 
them aflc this rdlemn queftion, ' ought the High 

* Chancellor of New-^Jerfey to be fo appointed, 

* and fo upheld in his appointment, as te render 

* him the moft (dependent, and time-ferving of all 

* the confidential agents of the community?' 

** It is 4 nnattcr of immehfe importance to all 
daflc§ and denominaclpns of men in ipciety, that the 
jjudicial departments (hould be free from all finifter 
influence in their decifions ; judges (hould not only 
be pure, but they ought not to be fufpedled of adling 
under any other incitements, than thofe of honor- 
able independence aqd impartiality. It is this fup- 
pofed integrity and firw^ncfs of the judiciary, which 
gives life tp the law, and which, while it guards the 
more wealthy ^nd influential in their juft acquifitions 
of property, at the fame time protecfts the weak and 
injured againft ihc opprcffions and exadions of the 
ftrPnjg ^nd powerful. It is the independence of the 
judiciary which, ia my opinion, and that of all 
writers who treat on J urifprudencc, forms the moft 
perfed fefeguard ot political and civil liberty ; 
which give3 to every man his proper confequence in 
fociety, and equally guards from wrong, the poor 
rnan^s cottage, and the rich man's corny edifice. 
But, alas ! how little has ihisgDbvious truth been at- 
tended to in the formation of the Court now under 
confideration. It would feern as if it was intended 
to form a tribunal, which (hould be folely under the 
controiil ind direftion of party, and that fltould 
foeak no language which md not accord with the 
i^ntime»ts of the powerful. 1 would alk^ Where is 
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the indepiendence of a Chancellor, who mufly in-o/^ 
der to maintain his office, defccnd to the accuilomed 
method of canvaffing for intcreft at the annual elec- 
tions? with how many p^rfons nouft he form and 
maintain political connexions, in order to fecure his 
reappointment ? and have not thefe a right to look» 
in return, for particular favor from the fuccefsful 
Judge ? Thus if is, that not only a favored connec- 
tion of friends and fupporters is formed through the 
State, but the members of the Legiflature will be 
entitled to the higheft notice, and command the mod 
diftinguiflied refpedt, for their decilive countenance, 
and fupport. Here then you fee the Conftitution has 
thrown into the very formation of this Court, thpfc 
ingredients which, by a neceflary tendency, will fap 
its integrity, and lead to a fyllem of partiality. If 
you could fuppoCe (and the fuppofition is not to be 
thought ideal) an obfcure and honeft, but lininflu- 
ential man, engaged in a Chancery fuit with an in-, 
fluential charader in the Legiflature, or with fome" 
friend of his, or one whon) he chofc to fupport, let 
me aflc, whether the dependence of our Chancellor 
would not be thought unfavorable to the lefs power- 
ful. fuitor? The one can, to be fiire, appeal to his 
jufticc; the other will appeal to his reelings; his 
commiflion is at flake, his falary, his honeft diftinc- 
tions, his family, all may be loft by offending this* 
popular man, or his friends and connections : arid 
allow me to fay, with fo many powerful ftimulents 
on (he. fivle of the great man, they might have a very 
benign influence on hijs cafe# But illuflrations, in 
fuch a cafe, weakens ^le prppoiition,' becaufe it is 
palpable that a. Court of Chancery, founded on the 
bafi$ of an annual eledlion, by fifty-two individuals, 
with a compenfatibn liable to be leflened or raifed 
every year, is but the creature of power, a mere, 
organ of the rich/ of th^ ^country, not calculated 
to diftrjbute eqiial^juflacc* but liable to be 
" I * ■ flattered 
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jflattered or frowned into mcafures, juft as they coin- 
cide with the views of the particular people^ who 
have the confidence^ and whofe fupport is ne-« 
ccfiary to the attainment of the office. In free po- 
pular govemmentSj if the judiciary is notj by its 
conditution^ removed from the a(5lion of popularity 
upon its fentehces, there may be the form of free- 
dom to be fure, but there is no real liberty or juftice. 
Do we not daily fee the pernicious effeds which 
arife to the country, and to individuals^ from the 
connexion that exifts in all our tribunals, between the 
office and the pcrfonal popularity of the judge ? 
Hence nothing is more common, than to fee diffei;- 
ent parties exerting their influence over the hopes 
and the fears of the Court. Hardly a caufe is tried 
hut you bear it enquired^ bow the Judges are marjhalled 
as to politics ^ which of the parties has moft popularity f 
and very frequently caufes are decided^ not by the ftand^ 
ardoflaw^ but by theftrength ofout-door influence, and 
private foiicitation / even the popularity of a lawyer is 
fometimes confultedj as favoring the views of a party 
upon the Court.** 



No. IV. 



Gentlemen OP the Jury, 

YOU have heard a tolerably good account of the 
reprefeniation, and of the executive power of a repub- 
lican ftate; but there is one branch of government, 
in which every man of fenfe feels himfelrraore deeply 
interefted than in all the others: I ipean ih^ judiciary. 
Political Liberty is, at beft, a very doubtful ^odd ; 
but, civil liberty, that is to fay, juflice, fecunty for 
his property and his perfon, every noneft man loolcs. 
upon as the moft valuable of all earthly bleflings. 
The liberty of voting, bawling, ai;id even of getting 
: D d a \ / drunk. 
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drunk, at an Meftion, i« but a poor compcnfation to 
the fovercign citizen for the lofe of that property, 
of which, by the help of a comipt or ignonmt 
court, his ridi neighbour may hare, but the day 
feefcwe, deprived him. The faft i«, that, whai 
Engiiftmen talk about liberty ^ they generally mean 
ihathcwrity from opbre^on^ winch t%ty are Jure to find 
in the courts of Jvfttjce. 

This is perfeftly confoxniable to the diftates of 
good fenfe ; for of what avail is it, th^t the people 
choofe their " reprefentalive^," as th^ members 
of legiflative affemblies are fometimeg jocularly 
called ; of what avail is it, that no man in America 
cap be either a king or ^ lor4.; of what avail are 
thefe or any other political regulations, if the perfoA 
j&nd property of every man be aot perfeftly fecure 
frotj) violence and injuftige ? 

Of what avail is it, that the people of New-JerJ 
fey have Ijad the prudence to retain the pofleiCon of 
that naoft precipu? birtii-rjght, the CommoQ Law of 
England, that equitable and beautiful cp4e> which 
is no lefs congenial to the rights of property, than 
,jU is favourable to the juft liberties of man? — of what 
avail is it, that every ^dvantgge and every privilege, 
which men in fociety could defire, is fecured to them 
in the volumes of laws which furround their legif-. 
lators and courts of JuAice ?-^|i^h,^( avail all th^f 
laws, thefe infljtutions, and the^ privilege^, if tbey 
are not underftood, or enforced f The legiljature 
enaSsih^ law, an^ diflblvcs; the lawyer and civilian^ 
compofe and exhibit i;i regular order, the varied, 
but con^ftejit and rational fyfleips of jurifprudcnce, 
which pervade and regulate every po(fib]e CQnfiQ- 
|;ejicy m the njultiplied affairs or huojian fociety j 
the a6b of the leo;iflature, and tlje labours of tne 
learoed ^re a dead letter ; they are worfe^ they be- 
come thq fruitful fource§ of oppreflion, of error, of 
^hicancry^ of expence, an.d pj fcandal i unlefs the 
3 hpneft, 
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Koneilt |>rd(npt^ and ableexpoiltionandexeciUren of 
them, are fecured by thefudicary of thecouatry. 

In nothing do the people of America mote fe- 
tally deceive tbetnfelves, than in the (light regaird 
-which they beftow on the coinduft of tbeir jjudiciary^ 
and the effeSs^ ftowing therefrom. They will coHr- 
tend to the laft iartkiag of their p9;op€rty, and the 
laft drop of their blood, for themoft paltry pQUtical 
privilege ^ yet, while they are purfuiog with f^achi 
eagernefs, this diftaat a«d doubtful good, t/hey feem 
to fet little or no value on the fure and folid bkflingj,, 
\¥hieh they lofe for want of a v^ife and uprig1|t ju- 
diciary. They look upon the evil at a diftanco, and. 
perfuade themfelves it will not approach 5 they fee 
their neigbboi^rs harra0ed with en.dle& UtiigatioQ>. 
they hear of the ignoramre and paitiality of jud^^a 
and juftic69, of the enormous expence and the ucr 
certainty of the law, tb^ insecurity of property, aad 
the frauds and delays of the executive officers ;. yet 
they fleep oia in fecurity, whilft the noWe edifice of 
the laws, the groat land-maik of property, the bul-« . 
wark of perfonal liberty, and the genuine principles 
of civil jurifprudence, are crumbling into ruins, and 
finking under the deadly iailluence of ignorance, 
, pirefumption, and corruption. 

Befides integrity and good intentioos, and the 
ordinary qualifications to be found in mod: reputa^ 
ble people, there are thee chara£teriftics effential in 
the compofition of a perfeft judiciary fyftem 5 to 
wit: Independence, Ability, 9<nd Off^cjai, 
Industry. Thefe are all to be found, in the high- 
eft degree of perfeftion, in the judiciary of Eing^ 
land. In what degree they exift in that of the com« 
mon wealth of New- Jerfey, we (hall now learn from 
Mr. Griffiths, 

Mr. Griffiths;-:— (p. 84).-^-" The Chancellor oi 
the State, whofe uncontrouled pleafure decides upon 
the fortune aad iatereft of every citizen, is depen-^ 
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dent for his commiffion or the fuffrages <^ fifty-tw& 
influential men, at an annual eleftion. 

** An eafy calculation will evince to what an 
extent this mode of appointment, conveys the feeds 
of an improper connexion of the Chancellor, with 
the members of the legiflature. A Chancellor four 
or five times re-elefted, becomes bound by perfonal 
obligations, to a val't number of perfons through 
the ftate, and of confequence to all thofe ihey pafro^ 
nize: fuch has been, and ever will be the evils of 
joint'tneeting appointments. 

^' This tenure of his office, if he determines or 
is defirous of holding it, which is always to be fup- 
pbfed, neceffarily produces a fituation very un- 
friendly to that difintereftednefs, and detachment 
from bias in his judicial duties, which is fo eflential 
to confidence, and neceflary to the impartial execu- 
tion of the law: for in the Jirfi place, it is evident 
he will be conftantly forming political connexions, 
and felefting from the bufy and the influential in 
every part of the ftate, thofe, whofe exertions and 
good will, may be employed to favor his intereft 
with the members of the enfuing legiflature. Thefe 
again have their friends, who of courfe become 
linked in the chain. When the legiflature isformed, 
a majority of thofe influential characters are fecured; 
and of courfe from being patrons, they are entitled 
to expeft the patrona^ ot the Chancellor, fliould 
occafion offer. Thus it is, that the greateft judicial 
officer of the ftate, who (hould be free from every 
fufpicion of dependency or attachment to any fet 
of men, from the nature of his appointment, is at 
once plunged into the vortex of intrigue, becomes 
in turn the dependent and the patron ; now feeking 
favour, and again beftowing it on his benefac- 
tors* Surely this is wrong : if it be proper to invcft 
any one man with abfolute power over all property, 
it is elTentilly neceflary he (hould be detached from 
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'all influence^ except that of virtiie^of hoaaryand of 
wifdoxn, 

** The great danger and impropriety of fuch a 
judiciary may be iliuftrated by a cafe exactly appo- 
site; -Suppofe a perfon to be annually chofen for 
the Chancellor of a county or lefs diftriO:, by plura- 
lity of votes, what would be the confequence ? Any 
perfon may tell: he would, inftead of being the 
mod independent and impartial chara£ter of the dif- 
trift, attached to no party or perfons, become the 
empire between his friends and opponents ^ thofe who 
•were able and willing to fupport his pretenfions to 
the office, and thofe who preferred another : how 
this would operate between, the different fides 
contending before the Chancellor for their rights, 
I leave thofe to decide who are beft acquainted 
with mankind. 

" If we take a view of the fi^reme judicature of 
common law under the conftitution of New Jer- 
fey, we (hall find its dependency, equally, if not in a 
greater degree than the Chancery, affefted by the 
circumftances of its formation, the Governqr and 
Legijlatwe-council of New Jerfey form the higheft 
bourt of common law in the ftate; all other judi- 
catures are fubordinate: they may decide unalter- 
ably upon every individual cafe, and they fix the 
rule of law in all fimilar cafes for ever. This court 
is made up of perfons whofe feats depend upon 
aunual ele6tions of the people in the feveral coun- 
ties- It is eafy to perceive, in how many ways the 
independence of thefe judges may be affefted by 
their dependence on certain influential people in 
their feveral counties: fcarcely a caufe of any con- 
fiderable confequence comes into council that does 
not contain, or is made to coutain in it, fome quef- 
tion upon which popular opinion has fpent its 
judgment, or expreffed its wifties. . Men who fit 
there in fome meafure. as the reprefentatives of the 
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public dpinion, are apt to lofe fight of theajuduM 
charaftcrs, and to conform their fentimenta rather 
io what they imagine will pleafe their conftituents, 
or feme perthn of thetn (who may really know no- 
thing of the tnatter) than to the fteady apd impar-^ 
tial rules and principles of law. The judge wb<> 
pomes from the place where the difpute arifes^ w^i 
neceflarily become, in fome mcafare, int^efted by 

{)o]itical or perfonal relations on otie or the dthcT' 
ide of the caufe, and his iDfluence add e&ertioos 
it)ay perhaps have a very undue weight in the deci«- 
iioh. In proof of thefe pofitions, / ioM aJdutc 
htjhncesy of mt only cafes where c^f^SerMbU ele£tion 
heats have been excused, in a cotaefi for perfms who h 
-wasfuppofed imuld efpaufe oppqfite fides of a caufe in the 
court of enors^ and cafes where men have been cbifeu 
for the exprefs purpofe of favouring a party in their 
'^aufe : but it is enotigh to Ihew, that the clrcUm-. 
fiances of their appointment admit and favour this 
unhappy bias upon minds, which diould be fre^ 
from every poffibte influence, that might wtrp 
the underftanding, or feduce the integrity of thc^ 
fceart. 

"^ The other courts tf hm differ in no eflfential 
ileipe£t from thefe in the mode of appointment; fht 
term of office pnly varies, and of courfe ihfe fiittia 
bad effefts will follow in 'tL prbportiofiate deglrM, 
from th^ dependence of the judges upon the ca* 
price, or the influence, of th^e perfms upm M«ftMi 
their eleRian and continua^ice in e^ce moire immediattty 
depe?ids. ' ' ^ 

" But if the judges are rendered in fome degree 
dependent, and liable to corruption from the cir- 
cuniftance of their eleSim.y in the fecond place, thtir 
ferviiity is completed by the pre/rarious condition of 
their compenfatiofis,. It is really a degrading, as well 
as a pernicious feature in the constitution, that it 
bas not provided for the pertmtHm and honourable 
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fuppOTt of the magiflracy of the country: that clafs 
of ftien, who above all others ihould be as far ^as 
poffible guarded from pecuniary drepciidence on any 
tet of men, are abfolutely left at the mercy of every 
^)Wi«^ affembly, for the bread which i$ to fupport 
them and their families, a condition below that 
pf any free man in the community; for all other 
m^n have the privilege of at leaft participating in 
tlie terms upon which they will render their fcr- 
vices. Of )¥hat imparlance is it to the country 
(hit the conftitution extends the coaftmiflions of 
judges of the /upreme cmrt to feven years, when it 
leaves it in the power of the Ugifiuturt to drive aU» 
or any of them, frwn their feats at afiy time by 
^ rcdufl:ion of their lalarics ? The plain tendency 
of this entire proftration of the Chwacellor and the 
Judges at the feet of the legiflative body, is to ren^- 
der them the fubmiffive inftruments of power and 
influence, inftcad of being the independent and im- 
partial protciftor of innocence and virtue. What: 
Judge (who is not (bmethirig more than man.) will 
venture to forfeit his bread by giving oifence in the 
exercife of his commillion, to thofe who may fnatcht 
it in a moment from him and his family? How 
can ccHifidence be placed in the impartiality of the 
judge, when the fuitor is told, if he oifends your 
^verfary he will fufier for it; he will be oppofc4 
for it in the legiflaturc ; your antagonifl has greac 
influence there, and will turn him out, or force himi 
to refign, by reducing his income. I could wilh 
thefe were only the fpeculations of a theorift, the 
plauiible but unreal fuggeftions of fancy : conclu- 
iiona fo natural from the prexmfes, want not the evi- 
dence of fads to force convidion. But fails exifl^ 
the judges are threatened, and their feats put in 
^ard by powerful men in the legiflature, who af- 
ibjf): difpleaiure at their judicial condud. 
\^ I'he c^t of the Middlefex eledion, the Cum- 
berland 
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berland wharf caufe^ and the caufe of Cadwallader 
and Reading, are frc(h in every body's remem- 
brance. In thefe caufes^ or at lead in two of them, 
the Judges were indireAly menaced with the iofs'Of 
their feats; and the attempt adually made upon the 
Chief-juftice. How can law mainuin her equal 
jfcale, when thofe who adminifter it, ad: under fuch 
a fyftem of terror as this? 

*' I have heard it faid, that this dependency of 
the Judges upon the members of the iegiflature, for 
their feats and fupport, can at the utmoii^ only af- 
fect the determination of caufes, in which the Jtate, 
or the individual members are concerned. I anfwer, 
that if the influence reached no further^ it is an in- 
tolerable grievance. The ftate is incereftcd in every 
criminal profccution, in all cafes of internal revenue, 
and in all cafes of forfeiture. Surel v then, an indi^ 
vidual who is the objedt of any of thefe profecu- 
tions, ought to be tried by Judges, whofe commif* 
lion and fupport will not be fubjed to injury from 
a legal opinion, which may be unfavourable to the 
public treafury. It is well known, what a warm and 
adive part the legiflature takes in judicial proceed- 
ings, where the rights or interefts of the Itate are 
any way involved. An individual, contending with 
the power and influence of the ftate, lies under evi- 
dent difadvantages, independent of any bias of his 
judges ; but if in addition to this, his very triors, 
iiold their feats and living at the will of his adver- 
fary, his cafe is truly hopelefs. It is not long fince, 
a member of the Icgiflative-council was heard to 
fay, that the Governor fliould lofe his feat, if he did 
not demand from another ftate, a fuppofed oiFender 
againft the laws of this. For aught I know, this 
might have been a vtryjuft caufe for removing him : 
but it ought to be remembered, that this fame 
power, might be exerted with equal efFed, to influ- 
ence a judicial oflicer for an unjuft purpofe. It will 
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cafily be perceived then, that the courfc of jufticc 
may in a great variety of ways, be interrupted and 
influenced, upon a fuppofition that the Judges were 
liable only to legiflativ^ controul. But it is con- 
ceded alfo, that the Judges of our courts, on the 
prefent fyftem, are placed within the reach, at leaft^ 
of all thofe individuals, who compofe the legifla- 
ture; and let me afk, whether even fifty-two indi- 
viduals ought annually to be placed on better ground 
than other citizens, for controverting their rights- in 
a courfe of Judicature? It is perfcdlly clear upon 
principles of reafon, upon the lenfe and maxims of 
policy, and the IcfTons of experience, that no man's 
political or public fituation, ought to give him a 
controul over the feats of juftice. A court of law, 
fliould be in a capacity to a6t with perfedl impar- 
tiality, and whenever its members are fo appointed, 
as to a<a under the influence of fear or aflTection to- 
wards even one man in fociety, the refl fuffer 
oppreflion. But it mull be remembered, that this 
undue controul is not confined to the mere indivi^ 
duals who compofe the annual legiflature; their con^ 
neSltonSy their parly ^ their Jriends^ all thofe who 
are linked with them by ties of intereft, of blood, 
affinity, or policy, (hare in the advantages, which 
attach to the particular member of the legiflature ; 
and thus it is, that a wide and deftrucftive fyftem of 
judicial opprejfton is eftabliftied. 

" It is obvious, that, as the Judges in the high court 
of Errors, the Chancellor, and the Juftices of the 
Supreme Court, are dependent for their feats or fala- 
ries, or both, upon the favour of influential perfons 
in the legiflature, and through the ftate, there mull 
confl:antly fubfifl: a patronage on one hand, and obli^ 
gallon on the other, deflirudlive of confidence and 
impartiality. The citizens at large will never fl:and 
" on equal ground, until the judges of law are placed 
above private influence.** 

Porcupine. 
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Porcupine. — I (hould now compare the ittttation 
of this republican judiciary with that of the judi- 
ciary of England ; but, 1 ihall leave the contrail: to 
the energetic and elegant pen of Mr. Griffiths. 

Mr. Griffiths, (p. 85.) " That country from 
whence we fprung, whofc language, and laws and 
liberties, we polTcfs, and the prmciplcs of whofe 
conftitution are infufed into our own with every 
j>ofliblc advantage, freed from thofe exteuordiftinc- 
tions and artificial accumulations of power, which 
are cflential to the grandeur and the fupport of k 
monarchy, but inconfillent with the fimple ftruc- 
ture of a popular government : I fay, that that mo- 
narchy, in the formation and fuppon of its judiciary, 
has provided with infinitely more caution, for tne 
fecurity of its fubjeds againft the efFefls of Jepen- 
dency in the Judges, -than our independent Confti- 
tution. 

** The Englijb judiciary^ from its total indepen^ 
dence, cither on the crown or the parliament^ exhi- 
bits the nobleft features of dignity, impartiality and 
ability, that ever adorned any human inftitution. 
The iplendour of the monarch, the riches and power 
of the nobles, the influence and violence of the 
commons, can never warp the courfe of juftice. In 
this lies the true equality of Britilh fubjefts, that 
great and fmall, all clafTes and conditions of men^ 
arc aflured of having the laws impartially exe- 
cuted. Every man is ceriainy that juflice will be 
fdone ; any other equality is favage nature, the cheat* 
wor^l of modern reformers and amBiiious knaves.** 

Porcupine. — People of England, and you, Mr, 
Erfkine, in particular, I befeecn you to liften to this; 
candid and able writer! Mpw much more wife, 
how much more juft, is he than thofe ^ modem 
reformers'* and "ambitious knaves," whom he fo 
heartily and fo juftly defpifes. Liften to him, Mr, 
Erlkine: he fpeaks from experience; he has lived 

^nclcr 



Digitized by 



Google 



JUNE, 1799. 429 

under a Britifli and under an Annerican Govern* 
ment ; under a Monarchy, and under a Common- 
wealth: and, which is ftill more favourable to the 
forming of a corre(fl judgment by comparifon, he 
♦las fetn the effecfts of both forts of Government on 
the fame people, living in the fame land, and en- 
gaged in the fame purfuits. He has feen a Britifli 
Monafchic4l Government revolutionized into a Re- 
publican .Government; He has feen a Conftitution, 
exifting in the laws, cuftoms, and ufages of Eng- 
land, exchanged for a Conftitution written in a 
book;; and, at the end of twenty-three years of ex* 
pcrienc^i'fe calls upqn his countrymen to return to 
the maxifn^ and regulations of their forefathers. 

While I <}u6^ this gentleman's work, as an in- 
controvertible proof of the fuper-excellence of the 
Englifh Government, in that branch which has 
more influence than all the others on the real liberty 
of ?he people, I cannot help admiring his candour 
and integrity. Confidering the circumltances under 
which he wrote, the publilhing of fuch fcntimenta 
reflecfl great honor on his charailcr, to the excellence 
"of which the State of New Jerfcy has long borne 
unanimous tefthnony. 



No. V. 

Porcupine.— So for as to the independence of this 
Republican Judiciary. Now, Sir, be fo good aft to 
defcribe to the people of England the abilit^t of 
thofe who compofe it. 

Mr. Griffiths fp. 98). — *' The great and over-* 
mling court of law in New Jerfey, namely, the Conri 
of Errors awt Appeals ^ to which aM cithers are fub-r 
^>d7,and which, thereiwe, naay be coiifidercd as th« 
0HJ^- 00^, that i% cn^rulf ed' witb the piar'4i(^njl?ip of ih^ 
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taws^ and m hich» of confequence^ oughc to pofTefi 
the higheft poffible attainment in the fcience of it^ 
is cQmpofed of twelve perfons, anmalty chofen by the 
people in common county eleSioft^ Now it is evi- 
dent, that a choice of judges in this way, is liable to 
vety great objedions, and not likely to produce a 
Court equal to the weighty management and deter* 
mination of the mod important and difficult points 
of law. 

" VoT.firfi* The people at large are by no means 
fufficicntly informed^ or capable of deciding upon 
the legal qualifications^ which fhould recommend a 
candidate to fill a feat in the higheft jufticiary fta- 
tion* Second: If they were capable and defirious of 
it> yet it may not always be in their power i for per- 
haps a perfon may not happen to re^de in the county 
who is adequate, and the eledlors are reftrifted iiji 
their choice, to the county in which they live. Third: 
As the fameperfon M'ho will be the Judge^ is alfo 
defigned to legijkte for the county, it will often hap- 
pen that the perfbn who would be fitteft for the lat- 
ter fervice, might not be fuitable for the other; and 
the people of courfc prefer a good legiftcitor^ and 
leave th^ judge at home. We know this to be 2ifa3^ 
and that is enough without examining the motives. 
Fourth: It is well known, that a great majority of 
thofe returned for the Legiflative Council, being 
chiefly men of very confined studies, and engaged 
fteadily in agricultural employments, are wholly in- 
competent to inveftigate and decide with any tole- 
rable accuracy, upon the fnany different and very 
great law queftijpns, which come, before them on. 
writs of error from tlie judgment of the Supreme 
Court. Fifth: And what muft ever prevent this 
Court from acquiring cither epipcrience or ftabilit^^ 
is its annual rotation ; fcarcely a lingle member of it 
will remain there for any.length of time, nor think 
it worth his. while lo.^itempt the. tafk of gaining, 
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that knowledge, which would fit him for a ftation^ 
which may not continue beyond two fittings of the 
Court. From this view of the High Court of Errors, 
as it ftands organized under the Conftitution, what 
profpefk does it afford to the Citizens of New Jef- 
fey for ability in difcharging the duties of its ap- 
pointment? I fpeak not now of the a^ual conle- 
quehcesj, which 4ow out of its formation ; that will 
occupy another paper ; but let any reafonable man, 
without any knowledge of fa£ls, aflc hinifelf this 
fimple queftion, " Is a judiciary fo imperfeSUy 
" chofen, and fo liable to conftant changes, a fit 
" depofitory of the judicial fovereignty over any 
** people, whofe liberties and rights depend upon 
*' a found and uniform expofition of the laws ?'* 
I am perfuaded no perfon of common candor will 
anfwer in the affirmative : I know that no men are 
more fenfible of the inadequacy of that Court to 
its obje£ls, than thofe who generally compofe it, 
and their acknowledgment of it, is as unreferved 
as the fa£t is certain. 

" If the High Court of Errors and Appeals is fo 
conftituted, as not to afford the necefTary fecurity to 
the people for a found and uniform expofition of^the 
laws, it is of little confequence how the inferior tri- 
bunals may be appointed or filled ; becaufe all they 
do may be undone by the Court of Errors, and no 
decifion of theirs can ever become the law of the 
land, until it has received the fanftion of this fupe- 
rior Court. 

" The Supreme Court of Judicature, as it is (im- 
properly) called, may be filled with Judges ever fo 
experienced, and ever fo learned in the law of the 
land, and may decide with the utmoft impartiality 
and wifdom, but it avails nothing j a wiit of error 
brings all up before this Court of the lafl reforty and 
there the matured legal decifions of men, whofe 
lives have been devoted, perhaps, to the ftiidy of the 
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laws, are to be revifed by others, who know not the 
meaning of the very terms of the queftion before 
them! 

" Indeed there is fomething fo extremely pre- 
pofterous, as well as pernicious in fuch a urftem, 
that one cannot furvey it, and not feel emotions of 
ihame and regret. Judges are felefted for theif 
experience^ and their profound acquifitions in the 
fcience and prafilice of the laws ; they are fup- 
ported at a confiderable public charge -^ they invef- 
tigate caufes at immenfe labor and expence, and 
they decide upon them with all the advantages of 
fuperior information, patient inquiry, and impar- 
tial juftice ; their decifions are revifed and reverfed, 
by a tribunal fuperior only in authority ; every way 
inferior in knowledge of the laws, and in the ordi- 
nary means of acquiring it 3 a tribunal which in 
point of legal talents, can fcarcely be rated beyond 
thofe which may be found in almoft any body of 
the fame number of refpeSable farmers. 

" The abfurdity of fuch an arrangement is no lefs 
fhocking to common fenfe, than it is hurtful andde- 
ftruftive of the very foundation of all legal fecurity 
for property and perfonal conduft. If twelve men 
choten annually in contefted county eleftions, and 
transferred immediately from the plough to the 
higheft judicial ftation in the State, are adeqtiate to 
the duties gf that office, and to the revifion of al) 
the inferior courts at the trifling expence which is 
incurred, either of time or money, fitting in the 
Jjegiflature, why, let me afk, does the State employ 
prrfejjional chara£ters in the Supreme Judiciary 
Court? and why pay fifteen hundred pounds pet 
mnum, to four Judges of that Court, when any fouf 
reputable men taken from their farms, and paid at 
the rate of feventeen fliillings and fixpence per day 
during the terms, would not only be as adequate, 
but according to the conjitational idea of legal com-' 
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Ji^jtency, mre fo than the moil -accompHfhed pto- 
feffors of the law ? 

" It muft be perfeftly evident to all, that the Con^ 
Jlitution has. not lecured the means of an adequate com- 
petency of legal knowledge in thofe who may be called 
into the judicial departments of Government j bat 
will it ftill be faid, that however inefficient and de- 
fe£live the Conjittution is, yet the end has diftppointed 
ihe means, an4 the Courts of Law aire i« fa£t ably 
ksA refpe£Ubly filled ? It would m-dedd be a rare 
phenomenon, to find weak and erroneous political ef- 
tabliflipicnts, producing efFe£ls beyond, and fupe* 
rior to their t)robabl^ force and tendency; for. ex- 
perience teaches us, and fo ^ould reafon, that the 
beft con(litution<s and wifeft modifications oi law 
and government, will fall fliort o( their principles in 
the execution 5 and this, from ihe imperfection and 
perverfity, which is fuperinduced upon every human 
contriviuu:-^ : nor has the truth of this remark, 
found an exception in the inftance now under con- 
iideratioD. The natural And ineyitaWe confs- 
4q[uences biave followed, namely, a judiciary incom- 
petent to ks objefts ; and here C muft appeal to the 
mtoriety of thie fefts ; I reA the affertion upon . the 
iatelligeace, the obf^^f vation, upon the gri&uances of 
the citizei9S of New Jerfey upon all tbeit expe- 
rience for twenty years paft. Will any man come 
forward and fay, the Courts ofjujlice in New Jerfey 
have ho^^ JH^i^mJly filled ?inA ably executed ? I per- 
fuade myiiSf, all will avow -the contra^ry ; but if one 
only fliould perfitt in the affartioni I would afk him, 
from whence proceed the inqjeflanit complaints, 
Which every whfire affail our ears, of \\xq mcertautty 
of law, of the delays oi Jiie law> of the expence of 
the law, U the A'ttgmfH^s of the law ? If the Courts 
jof Jttftice were ably ^jpndu^ed, I aik whether un- 
certainty, delay> expenc^, b^ Utig;ioufHefs, could 
arrive to any confiderable height ? they could not* 

VOL. X. "E e ' It 
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It is in the ignorance, in the fears, and in the timid 
indulge.iciesof incompetent Judges, that we are to 
look for the caufes of thofe ruinous attetidants upon 
judicial inveftigations." 

No. VI. 

Porcupine. — ^TUe Law's de/ay,\sthc next thing 
to be confidered. This has always been looked 
upon as a moft ferious evil, in England ; what it is 
in New Jerfey, we (hall now learn. A compa- 
rative ftatement of the delays in the two countries 
it would not, perhaps, be eafy to draw; but, we 
fliall find, that delay is not leffened at any rate by a 
republican revolution. 

Mr. Griffiths. — (p. io8.) — "Admitting all 
other objeftions to be removed, and fuppofing that 
our Courts are fecured againft the dangers of /«- 
fluencey and filled ^ith competent talents ; yet fuch is 
the unfortunate caft of tht judiciary in its moft ef- 
fential departments, as to be rendered in a great 
degree incapable of difpalching the caufes and cafes 
which fall under its notice. Not here to fpeak of the 
multiplied duties afligned to the county courts hy the 
Conftitution and a6ts of theLegiQature, in beftowing 
on them a civil, a criminal, an ecclefiaftical and ap- 
pellant jurifdi£tion, with a great variety of incidental 
authorities, which, together with a conftant (hifting 
cf Judges andJuftices, owing to their feeling no tie of 
ntereft or honor attached to the ftation, has tended 
greatly to obftruft the courfe of law ; I fay, to pafs 
by thcfe, and look up to the Chancery^ and the 
higheft appellant jurifdiftion in the State, the Court 
of Errors^ it will appear, that they are not calculated 
to admit of difpatch in caufes. The Court of Errors, 
being a branch of the Legiflature, can feldom ex- 
- - . I amihQ 
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amine with any confiderable degree of attention 
into cafes of error and appeal, during ihe Jitting oi 
the Legiflative body ; and at all other times of the 
year the members of the. Court, purfuing their 
means of livc;lihood, can fcarcely be prevailed upon 
to travel at expence and great diftances, attended 
with confiderable injury to their private affairs, in 
order to form fpecial fittings for the hearing of 
caufes : and, if now and then a quorum is collected, 
fuch is the eagernefs to rife, that frequently the 
mereft pretexts are received for poftponement ; the 
caufes are all thrown by. This is repeated, until 
the number of caufes become no lefs formidable tp 
this fluftuating judiciary, than their difficulty. What 
the confequences are to the public, how difgrape- 
ful to the juftice of the country^ how burthenfome 
and oppreffive to honeft fuitors, how dextrous an 
engine of procraftination in the hands of difhoneft 
ones, let the records of that Court bear witnefs. 
Such is the ordinary and .necefTary courfe of delay 
there, that it is becoming ^praSlice, to remove into 
that court caufes for no other purpofe than to gain 
time. It is evident, that the evil npiuft grow with 
every returning term, and that it threatens the very 
extinftion of juftice, as that court now holds jurif- 
diftion by error and certiorari, of all caufes what- 
foever. It is evident too, that there is no cure for 
the dirtemper by any legiflative provifion ; it is idle 
to depend upon the occafional exertion of this court, 
to wipe off (as it is ftiled) the^^ caufes depending 
there : without adequate pay, without permanence, 
without confidence, without dignity, without know- 
Jedge, it would be dreaming toihiagine that the bu- 
finefs of a judiciary can proceed ; " it is the vice of 
litigation to procraflinate^ it requires the utmoft dili- 
gence, and incentives to diligence in a court, tocoun- 
teradt this propenfity. What then can be expedted 
from one, which is fo cpmpofed, as tp have all its 
E e 2 excitements 
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excitements inverted? Inftead of favoring, they are 
tdnftitutiohally fitted toretaitdtheprogfeis of duty* 
'< In this courts Which cbnu-ouk^fiifpesldis^aad an^. 
nuls the adts of all others, from the fupremt court 
down to that of a jufticc of the peace, w^ perceive 
then no fatilii^ afforded for perfevering in its 
duties, but every obftacle oppofed. If we turn our 
attention to the court t^f chancery^ the fcenc is only 
fhifted, it is not improved. ! forbear to repeat what 
was observed in former papers, upon the contrariety 
and multiplicity of conftitutional ei^gs^ements im- 
pofed upon this fmgk officdr, which> together with 
the precarious temire of hiscomftiiflioii^ftiitufti am- 

Sle convidion of thfe nietancholy truth, that the con* 
. itution of New-Jer&y, not only tends to render the 
judges of law dependent and igmrani^ but alfo idk 
and ufel(fs. Such is the outline of that fyftem (if 
it deierves the aame) which w^ call the judiciary 
of Kew-Jerfey 5 one wide ixi^ of influence, of 
weaknefs, of ruinous procraftiiution, and of ehdlels 
confufionl Thefe are the fources, let me inform 
thofe who are open to inftrud:ion, thefe are the fa- 
tal caufes which deprefs cor^fidence, which render 
rights infecure, which give to ,piower and intrigue 
What is due to humanity and virtue, which feed the 
ftreams of eternal litigation, and yield to the pro- 
feflbrs of law, advantages which malice and weaknefe 
may afcribe to a dereli(^ion of principle, but which 
necefiarily refute from the weaknefs ana et-rors of the 
i)ublic infticutions. 

" The legiflatuY€ jfcem to have %ent much of their 
ingenuity in deviling r^ri^flions, which might ope- 
rate i^dn the pradical jprafelfi>rs of the law. It ia 
evident that thofe regulations have no referelKfe to 
the caufes,^ which {N?oduce tbe diforders in tbe judi- 
cial departBFiratsof thellftee; ^heyAeidier make the 
tmrts of law mor« impdrtul^ mort^Ue-, or more ^^ 
jpediHous than they were b^re^ and until Ac judges 
Q become 
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become fo independent as not to fear lawyers, fi> in^ 
telligent as not to be mifled by tbu^m, ajiq fi> dijp^ed 
ta/acilifate m{{ic€^ as to repel their procra(liniatioa3» 
It avails notning how thej^^ ^/// (lands, nor how you 
regulate the per/on^l condpd of the bar i the fame 
re/ulfs will be produced by diflfereiw means; and as 
far as experiment had been made, no gpod, but ra^ 
ther injurious effeds have flowed from even thefe 
trifling reforms. The true way XQ leflen the impor^ 
tancc and the profits of the hr (if thofe are objects 
of jealoufy, or fubje^^ of reform) is to renovate the 
judiciary ; by which means the pe€)ple will depend 
upon the couris^ and not upon km>yers for the adjufl:-* 
ment of their rights j nor will it be necejfiary to ad- 
vance enormous fees to enlurc extraordinary prrfef^ 
fional afnUance, when confidence is placed in the 
judges. The ^reatefl: pecuniary hardfliip to fuitora 
is, that let their relative means of property be ever 
fo difproportiomate, or the juftice of their claims ever 
fo clearly difcriminated, they are impelled from de-^ 
fe£I of confidence in the judges^ to feck afliftance 
at the very fame expence which is incurred by 
a rich, litigious, and unjufl: adverfary. Here then^ 
if pur legiflatprs would recdly do an ad of benefi- 
cence to the opprefled and wronged part of the com- 
ynunity, let them propo/e the means of efFeding a 
change in the courts of law; let judges be fo ap- 
pointed and fo maintained, that it may not h^necef^ 
fary for the injured citizen to pay fuch extravagant 
fees for teaching them bow to do him juftice. If it 
is really fuppofed that his profcflion is growing too 
faft, the cayfc is evidently found in the uncertainty 
of the laws, and that again from the incompetency of 
the jpdici^ry. The only e^eSlual remedy will be to 
reform . the latter evil, wh^ch will in a great degree 
remove the former. 

^* Whilft our courts are fo filled, that the yi/^^j are 
ignorant pf the forms and principle^of law, it muft 

. be 



Digitized by 



Google. 



438 TRIAL OF REPUBLICANISM. 

be expe<5ed that nothing but error, confufion, delay, 
and ruinous expence,,will m?trk their proceedings: 
men are frequently haraflcd with aSlions which 
never had been brought, did not the plaintiffs depend 
on the adroitnefs of their lawyer, and the ignorance 
of the judg:es; and frequently are defences fet up and 
perfevered in, which the parties would never have 
prefumed to rely on, were they not encouraged in 
their hopes of fuccefs, from the chance of puzzling 
and mifleading the courts. Thus it is, that between 
adions brought, and adtions defended on falfe or 
fallacious grounds, originating in the aAual or (up- 
pofed ignorance of the judges, the dockets are fwelled, 
and the country tormented with fuits and conten- 
tions, which under an energetic judiciary would 
have been totsdly /upprefed.'* 



No. VII. 



People OF England, 

I now 'Come to a part of the evidence, which me- 
rits your moft ferious attention. The witnefs is 
about to exhibit to you a true pidurc of ^ legiftattve 
ajfemtly cho/en annually by the people. Our famous 
countryman, Swift, has compared the people, who 
choofe fuch aflemblies, to thofe filly worms, which 
exhauft their fubftance, and deflroy their lives, in 
niaking habits for beings of a fuperior order. With 
all due deference to fuch an authority, I beg leave to 
fay, that the latter part of the comparifon will not 
bear the teft of experience. That the people, in 
the exercife of their imaginary rights and privileges, 
do exhauft their fubftance, and, fometin^es, deftroy 
their lives, is moft certain ; but, that they do this 
tor the fake of beings of a fuperior order will be be- 
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Reved by no one, who has paid any attention to the 
objeds of their choice, and who muft, of courfe, 
have obfervcd, that that choice does not unfrequently 
fall upon bankrupts^ /windier s^ quacks ^parafites^ pan^ 
ders, aibeiJIs, apqfiates, in a word, upon the mod in- 
famous and the mod defpicable of the human race ; 
wretches whom no prudent tradefman would truft 
alone in his (hop, and with whoni any honeft man 
would blufli to be feen in converfation. 

How happens it, my countrymen, that the peo- 
ple of America, for infrancc, are induced to commit 
their property and their lives to the guardianfhip of 
the refufc of the community? The Americans are, 
generally fpeaking, defcended from the fame anccftors 
with younelves ; they are by no means inferior to 
you in point of difccrnment ; and their love of li- 
berty, property, and life, is equal to your's. I will 
tell you the caufe of their prepofterous choice. The 
mafsof the people, of all nations, arc fo fond of no- 
thing afi of p&voer. Men of fenfe know, that the 
people can, in reality, exercife no power which will 
not tend to their own injury ; and, therefore, if they 
are honed men, as well as men ot fenfe, they fcorn 
to foder their vanity at the expence of their peace 
and happinefs. Hence it is, that, in States, where 
the popular voice is unchecked by a royal or any 
other hereditary controul, that voice is, nine times 
out of ten, given in favour of thofc fawning para- 
fites, who, in order to gratify their own interelt and 
ambition, profcfs to acknowledge no fovereignty but 
that of tlie people, and who, when they once get 
into power, rule the poor fovereign, that has chofen 
them, with a rod of fcorpions, affeding, while the 
miferable wretch is writhing under their dripcs, to 
call themfelves his *' repre/entatives !'* 

Of all the tyrannies, that the devil or man ever in- 
vented, the tyranny of an eledive aflembly ,Qncon- 
UsPuled by regal power, is the mod infup;:rt5'3!e. 
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When the ryrant is an individual^ the ilaves hav4 
thd fatisfadtion of knowing their opprefTor ; they 
have the confolaiion of hearing him execrated^ aouK 
amidH: their miferies, they are now and then cheerea 
ivith the hope, that foine valiant hand will bear ^ 
dagger to his heart. But, an uncontrouled ei6d;ive 
aflTembly is an undefinable, an ii^viOble, ai^d an u^ 
vulnerable monfter; it infinuates li)ce the plague^ o^ 
ftrikes like the apoplexy ; it is as capricious as cruel^ 
and as Ravenous as death ; like death, toc^ it l^fea 
half its terrors by the freijujsnt repetition pf its rava. 
ges^ andj, fuch is its delufive influence, that- evevy 
man, though he daily fees his peighbou^s falling a 
iacrifice to the fcourge, vainly imagines it Co be a( 
^ diftance from himf{plf. 

' Npw, for proof ol what I have here advanced^ 
Itt us appeal to Mr. Griffiths. — Pray, Sir, give us 
an account of the legiflaturc of New Jerfey* 

MR.GarFFiTHs.— (p,iO90~" Jhi^UgiJJaii'ifebQdy 
being alfo ajwprem^ court 0} 'judicatures before which 
the execution of the laws are cognizable by appe^ 
or allegatipn of error, in all cafes whatfoever, it is 
evident, that by virtue of this fuperinteiiding and 
Gontroujing jurifdiiaiori over the executive^ it indi- 
redly nioulds and faftiions the Uws at plcafure^ and 
Tio check exifts whereby to preferve the conflitu^ 
tiori. In addition to this judicial cbntroul over thf 
laws, the t^giflative has the mminetiion and appci^t^ 
ment of the executive officers, its power over the cort*. 
ftiiution ^nd liberties of the people become mojc«^ 
dired^ in^fmuch as thefe officers^ owing their cre^ 
ation to the legiflative, will^ in all probability, ad as 
underwits diredion ; but in addition to the appoint- 
ment of thefe executive officers, the legiflative body 
poflefles the power of d iff lacing them, at its plea/4tre^ 
either by difmiflal, eledion of others, or depriving 
them of Gompenfation 5 it is perfcdly clear, that ia 
(iigh Mfts th(& exfciitjvi is ^ui a mcfe puppet in the 
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Ism^qF the kgiflative; it muft adt and fpeafc juil 
as it is bidden ; fo that the difference between 4 
fd«fpojtic l^illature, and one which only feems to be 
checked by an executive^ but in reality has the exe- 
cutive under complete contraul^ is nothing ; it would 
be better th^t this pageant of an executive did not 
jcxift; it only ferves by its coropliances to difguife 
the arbitrary view3 of the legiflative, and to give 
a iand^ion to conduA^ which if offered immediately 
to the people without 4n apparent legal fandlion^ 
would roufe them to a redrefe of grievances. By 
the eonftituiion of the Jiaie 6f New Jerfiy^ it is de^ 
cl^red, that ^' trial by jury'' (hall be holden inviolate^ 
&c. Let U3 fuppofe that the legiftalive body is de^ 
firous of trying queftions oi fa£f itfelf, and aftually 
hears a caufe upon the execution of a will^ and they 
P^s a law that the will is valid, or afberwi/e; the 
party againll whom the law is paffed difregards ir^ 
l^ecaufe he apprehends that whether it is a will or 
no will, he can only be tried according to the con« 
fiitution, by a court and jury j^ in the due courfe of the 
eommm law ; and upon this prefumpiion he brings 
his adion of eje^ment againft the party, who holds 
ynder the legtjlative judgment, or law ; qow if the 
executive branch (of which the judiciary is a part) 
is appointed by the legillature ; is re movable by the 
jegiflature; or depends for their fubfiftence on the 
legiflature; it is ninety.-nine chances to one that 
the Judges (who as I |i>efore obferved are executive 
officers) will be inclined to fupport the ad of the 
legiflative body for very obvious reafons, and in thi4 
(cafe what becomes of the conftitution ? But fup« 
pole that thcfe Ju^Jges (hould have yif tue and inde-. 
pendence enough to rifk their commiflions and tn-^ 
Counter beggary, by declaring the law unconllitu^ 
tjonal, and direfiing the jury to try the quefh'on ; 
the party may ftill appeal, as the conJUtutian ftands, 
(9 tl!ie legiflative^ againfl this tr^al ; ?nd judging upon^ 
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its own law, will not the confl-itution be unquelEtion* 
abJy violated ? 

" Our whole conftitution is a mere bubbU^ as far 
as rcfpcds any reftraint upon legifiative encroach- 
ment. The intent and meaning of all conftitutions 
is, to define the powers granted, and prevent any 
department from exceeding thofe powers, or exer- 
cifing others not granted ; but if the people aflign 
to that department which makes laws, the right of 
judging whether they are conformable to the linmita^ 
tions of the conftitutional inftrument, is it not evi- 
dent, that there is no barrier provided againft in- 
/rations, whenever the law-makers cboofe ro enad: a 
kw coutrary to the letter or fpirit of the charter ? 
for in the very aft of pqfjing it^ they adjudge upon its 
validity. Our court of errors then, as^ to all confti- 
tutional queftions, prejudge them by afTenting to the 
law ; and they muft arraign their own conduft, in 
pronouncing; it contrary to the conftitution ; it is, 
m tacSt, making a judge in his own caufe ; it is fay- 
ing you are to keep yourfelves within fuch and fuch 
bounds, but whether you tranfgrefs or not, we, the 
people^ leave lo yourfelves to decide. 

" Enough has been urged to eftablifh the pofition, 
that the Tegiflative and executive ought to be in 
fepar^te departments ; and that a coalition of them 
in the fame hands, whether of a fmgle perfon or 
of many, is to introduce confufion, oppreflion and 
fubverfion of civil liberty. Very little .need be faid 
to prove, that in New Jerfey there is no feparation^ 
No eflential power is left in the hands of an execu-^ 
tivc. The joint^meeting, as it is called, of the legif- 
htuie, poflefs the only confiderable branch of ' exe- 
cutive duty and refponfibility, that of nominating 
and appointing to all the offices of any impojrtance, 
civil arid military, judicial and rrtinifterial. The 
legiflature, not only fill the offices neceffary to carry 
into execution the laws, but they have fccured ta 
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thcmfelvcs their final interpretation, by poITcITing a 
revifing and annulling jurifdiftion, as a court of ap- 
peal, over all the courts of law. Their indircdt 
controul confifts in the frequency of thefe appoint- 
ments, and in the abfolute dependence of the officers 
of the judiciary upon them for annual fubfiftence. 
The confequences arifing from this irregular diftri- 
bution of power, are fuch as might be expedled. It 
M'ould be cndlefs to enumerate the grievances, which 
have grown out of the abforpcion of powers in the 
legiflature; fome of them are of fuch magnitude, 
as to threaten the deftrucftion of all public virtue 
and all private fecurity. Thofe of a more feriou^ 
afpedl:, might feem to call for a particular inveftiga- 
tion ; and it is to be hoped, that the people, who arc 
deeply interefted in the redrefs of difordcrs fo fatal 
to their intereft and repofe, will at length be roufed 
from their apathy, and fet about amendments of the 
Conftirution wichout delay. 

" One of the moft threatening effedts of the con- 
nexion of the legiflative and executive in the fame 
body, is its apparent tendency to corrupt the Legi- 
slature. 

" Corruption confifts, in whatever produces a vo- 
luntary deviation from duty. Whatever bribes the 
minds of individuals, whether afting in a private or 
public character, from the paths of difintcrefted and 
upright conduft, is corruption. It makes no ef- 
fential difference in the motive^ and none at all in 
the confequence of the adlion, whether a JMember of 
the Legiflature is wrought upon to aflent to an im- 
proper law or appointment, for zfum of money, or to 
fecure to himfelf thereby fomepoftor advantage fpr 
himfelf or others. The laws have provided againll 
pecuniary corruption ; it i$ not therefore . dangerous 
nor common: but L appeal to every man familiar 
with legiflative proceedings, whether, from the 
Wmptations which arifc out of the executive powers 
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of the Legiflarure, to appoint to offices, and to ^k« 
point their own Members, <^fyfi^^ of cabd^ intrigue^ 
and barter^ has not been tftablijbedy which in its com^ 
fUxton and effefis^ is as truly deJlruSiive of the virtue 
and difinterejlednefs of that affenibly^ as any monied in^ 
fluence could be. An aflcmbly which ftiould he diveflecj 
of all padions and motives^ but thofe whieh are proi- 
pcrly legidative, is by the circumftance of poflening 
a branch of the executive . duty, detached from iu 
great and peculiar employments, and diftorted by all 
the rivalfbips, contentions, and fchemes ofintrigue, 
uhich ever convulfe and difgrace numerous electoral 
bodies. 

•• Firjf. By placing the power of fillings the o8u 
ccs of Government in the Legiflature, and permit-, 
ting the choice from their own body, a temptation 
of tlie moil dired kind is oifered to their virtue; 
' offices will be eredled for no other purpofe, but to 
gratify the expedations or promote the private ends 
pf popular and ambitious leaders in the alTembly 

" Second. But the moft pernicious effe<ft of this 
executive power in the Lcgiflature, is feen in the 
intrigues and party purpofes, which it promotes and 
chenfhes in a body, that ought to be free from every 
local and every interefted coofideration. 

" It is impradicablc here to enter into a detail of 
fails to prove, that the virtue of the Legillature has 
been, and will be conftantly aflailcd and overcome, 
by committing it to the nomination and appointment 
of the executive officers. It ihcws rtfclf in the very 
formaxion of , the Legillature. No fc^ner does an 
elediion for a legiflarive aflembly and council ap- 
proach, than the queftion is not, wjio are the wifeft 
ijnd moft dilinrerefted, and of moft integrity ; but 
who will bcft anfwer the views of parly^ of private 
.ambiti.>n> or perfonal refentmcnt. In every county 
there is cpnftantly a fupceffipn pf people afpiring tq 
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«ppoiiitm4?nts^ civil or miiltaty: fome defircf 10 be 
judges, fomc jufticcs, fome majors^ »nd fome cd-. 
Idnels; Tome have imterefts depend mg m the 4:ourt6 
of law, and foine, perhaps, have refetttments agamft 
exifting oftkerB, ^tii would feinouft theiti from tfeeir 
foits: all thcfe, and a thoufartd more paffions, are 
let to work; ^nd tiomitiations to the Legi(kt«re are 
dh-efted aftd fiipported upon principles aitogetlier 
befidc thd^fe, which ihould form the bafis for aright 
ckdionof leglflalivctharadiers: the refttlrmuft, <if 
otHitfe, be unfavourable to the public good- Bxtc 
this is not all; ndt only are eleftions irndered vi- 
cious, and tine morals of the people c-ornipted in thcfe 
ftruggles for perfonal advantages, but unhappily the 
€andidd^is partake of the contamination : they nftuft 
j>rolnifeattegianceto their party; youfiaUhe ^judgf^ 
^^you a juftice; you a major ^ «nd jwa ^ colmet; ymi 
^ clerkyZwAym a co7nmiffiomr ; I will Jolicit your caufc 
in the Couri of Errors^ and toill vote for j9Ur friend 49 
fill a feat in the yudiciojy. If ihefe kind of illicit 
engagements are not publicly ordiTedlly entered into, 
they are fufficietttly undeffto^ and guaranteed by the 
friends of the candidate; who take a leading part in 
his tfedtion. Thus the 'executive authorities, con- 
fided to an annual Legiflature, lay the foundation of 
<X)rruptron at the threfhold of its eleaion : infteadof 
i)cing cteifbed with a national view, and for the pur- 
•pofe of forming general laws, for the more ^quai 
and fahjtary government of the people, the perfofrs , 
^o thereto reprefent the interefts and gratify the deu. 
fires of a few partifans in their different diftrids, 
upon the performance of which will depend their re^ 
^ppoiniment at the enfurngeU'Sim ! 

•*« When Jthe Legiflature is formed^ and a joint- 
tneeting ag^recd upon, then begins a fceneof i«/nga^, 
•^f canvaffmg and jinejfe, which 'baffles all defcripBion, 
-a^d is tao notorious to require proof, and too dif^ 
^giifting.for ^hilntion. The members of. a county, ^in 
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which an office is to be difpofed of, are befet by 
friends and partifans of the candidates; their hope^ 
and fears are excited^ by ail the arts which can be 
fuggeftcd to influence their choice; from thefe, the 
attack extends itfelf, till it reaches every Member 
of the Legiflaturc ; and fo ftrong and fo general does 
the conteft become, by the different reprefentations, 
having each particular objeds to attain, that one 
grand Jcene of canvafs and barter enfues: a vote for 
one, is made the condition of voting for another, 
without regard to qualifications; even laws which are 
ta affe£l the public intereft^ are made the price of thefe 
interejled concejjions : and not unfrequently is almoft 
the whole fitting of the Legiflature fpent in adjur- 
ing the pretenfions, and marflialling the ftrength of 
the refpedive candidates for office. To fuch a pitch 
has this grown, that even the Members of the Le- 
giflature complain of it, as an intolerable evil. 
Thefe contefl:s again lay the foundation for new 
parties and new refentments at the next eledion. 
To counterad: the oppofition which may be ftirred 
up, all the appointments will be made, with a view 
to fl:rengthen the intereft of the fitting Members. 
New commiffions, civil and military, judges and 
jullices, general officers, generaUftaff and field- 
officers, will be made wich a reference to the ftate of 
parties in the county, infl:ead of being didated by a 
quite contrary fpirit. It is within the knowledge of 
thofe converfant ia the courts of law, that in the 
counties, many of them are become mere political 
clubs. They take fides ; and a man, before he brings 
on his caufe, counts heads. 

" The refult of all this, is feen and felt in every 
quarter. From hence proceed the jars and divifions 
which dejiroy the pleafure of fecial life in every nei^ 
bourbood and village; and from hence arifes the infta- 
bility of laws, the multiplication of-magiftrates, 
the weaknefs and divifion of the courts of juftice, 
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the heats and ill-direded zeal ^t eledtions, and that 
general languor and derelidion of principle in every 
department, which menaces the total depravation of 
the body polity:. 

" Nothing can be more neceflary to the ufefulnefs 
of this branch* of the Goveritment, than to remove 
from its Conftitution, every thing that might have 
a tendency to difturb its rompofure, or taint its vir* 
tue. But, alas! what more fatal fource of difquiet 
and corruption could have been devifed, than that of 
placing in the legiflative department, the promifcuous 
cledion of the executive officers of Government. 
I here again fpeak of fads. Do we not all know- 
that this aflembly, which Ihould be the feat of mo- 
deration, which fhould know no other ftrife than 
that of zeal for the commonwealth, and feel no paf- 
fion but that of patriotifm ; 1 fay, do we not con- 
Hantjy behold this aflembly divided into parties, and 
agitated with all the paflions and prejudices of po- 
pular fufFrage? Do we not obferve, that tbefe oppo- 
fitions extend themfclves beyond the hall of the af- 
fembly ? They expire not with the occafion, but are 
carried back to their conflituents, and lay the foun- 
dations of diftruft and anunofity, divifions and jea- 
loufies in every corner of the ftate, and in every de- 
partment of its public concerns. 

" The body politic indeed exifls ; it has life, but 
it languifties to death ; every limb and every member 
exhibit no other figns of animation, than thole con^ 
vulfive movements which indicate the approaches of 
difl<^lution. It is furprifing that men Ihould yet 
labour under the infatuation of effedling a cure by 
legiflative aids; it is not poflible for the Legiflature 
ever to heal itfelf ; the Conftitution has entailed on 
every department incurable maladies ; not but a re- 
vifion of it can give vigor, and reftore to ufefulnefs 
that mafs of power, which now fcrves only to op- 
prefs, degrade and impoverifh a people, deferving, 

ar>d 



Digitized by 



Google 



44« TftlAt OF REPUBLICANISM. 

And capable of attaining, the greatcft heights of p<$fi 
iitical happincft/' 

PoRcvptNt.— Such, Erigliflimen, fuch arc ^ 
confequenccs of Republican Goverhment und Writ* 
tefn Conftkutions. The ambitious knaves, who/ 
flatter you with high notions of your Tights and 
privileges, who are everlaftingly driving in y6ur ears 
the bleffings of what they call the •* deftivc/m^-? 
€htfe*^ wilh to add to the number of Eleiftors, be*, 
caufe they well know that ibey would thereby gain 
an acceffion of ftiength. The only objeift that fwM 
tAen have in view, is the gratification of their own 
ambition, at the public expence; and, to acCompUlh 
this otyect, they ftand in need of your alliftance. 
There is a continual ftruggle between them and the 
leg(tima?te fovereigntf of' the country, which re-* 
ftf&ims them from pillaging, oppreffing, and infult-* 
ing the people. Hence it is, diat they are conti- 
iMially endeavouring to perfuade the people,' that 
that fovereignty requires to be checked and con- 
trouled ; in which nefarious endeavours, they are; 
^^fortunately, but too often fucccfsful. How they 
would a<5t, were they once to engrofs the whole 
power of the (late, you may eafily perceive from 
what has been difclofed to you relpecting the Legi- 
flature of an American Republic. If you imagine^ 
that jva ftiould be able to avoid the evils, which, 
from this fource, the Americans have experienced, 
you deceive yourfelves moft grofsly. They are as 
ibnd of freedom as you arc, and they want tio in- 
formation that you pcrfTefs ; but, having been too 
jealous of the Royal authority, having lent their em 
and next their hand, to thole dem^ogues who per- 
fuaded them that they were capable of governing 
ihemfelves, they deftroyed the only fafe^guard of 
that liberty, for w^hieh they thought they were fight-^ 
«g, and the want of which they now fo fenfiMy 
fed and fo deeply deplore. 

** Stick 
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^* Stick to the Crozvn^ though you find it hang- 
ing on a bulb/' was the precept which a good old 
EngUfhman gave to his fons, at a time when the 
Monarchy was threatened with that fubverfion, which 
it afterwards experienced, and which was attended 
With the perpetration of a deed that has fixed an in- 
delible ftain on the atinals of England.. Blefled be 
GOD, we arc threatened with no luch dani^er at pre- 
feht ; but a repetition of the precept can never be out 
of feafon, as long as there are Whigs in exiftence, and 
as long as there are men foolifh enough to liftcn to 
their infidious harangues. The Crown is the guardian 
of the nation, but more efpecially is its guardianfhip 
neceffary to thofe who are deftitute of rank and of 
wealth. The King gives the weakeft and pooreft of 
us fome degree of confequence ; as his fulby^s^ wc 
are upon a level with the noble and the rich ; in yield- 
ing him obedience, veneration and love^ neither ob- 
fcurity nor penury can reprefs our defires, or leflTen 
the pleafure that we feel in return ; he is the foun« 
tain of national honour, which, like the fun, is no 
refpeder of perfoos, but fmilcs with equal warmth 
bn the palace and the cottage ; in his juftice, his ma^«. 
nanimity, his piety, in the wifdom of his councils^ in 
the fblepdour of his throne, in the glory of his arms^ 
in all his virtues and in all his honours, we (hare, not 
According to rank or to riches, but in proportion to 
the love that we bear to the land which save us birthj 
and which contains the afhes of our fiitners. 
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On Monday laft a Copy of the foUowing Adver, 
tifement was fent to the Office of ne Morning 
QmmicU^ with Directions for it tp be iflfcrtpd ia 
that Paper of the next Day. 

This Day Upuhlijbed^ Fxke 2/. 
THE TRIAL of RE PUBLIC ANIS!V|; or, a Series of Palitica^ 
' Papers, proving the injuricas and debafing Confequences of Ri- 
rttvLiCAif GoysRNMBMT and W&ittbn Constitutionii. 
With an IotioduAor|r Addieft to the Hon. Thonias £rflune. 

BIT PETEE FORCUriMB. 

Prioted for Cobbett and Morean, at tb^ Crown and Mitre, PaU Mall. 

The eierk at the Chronicle Office took in the advcr- 
tiftmcnt, and received the fix (hillings for its infer- 
tion. But he had not, it fecms, been admitted intq 
the more fublimc arcana of the office ; for the ad ver- 
tifemcnt was kept out of the paper, and upon in- 
quiry, made by niy diredlion^ into the caufe of the 
exclufion; the Clerfc faid he was not authorized to Jiate 
the caujey but was ready to returfj^ thefixfloillings. 

Another circumftance, of a finiilar nature, will 
tend to explain the motives of the Proprietor of the 
looming Chronicle^ whofe name, I am told, is JPerry. 
It was this : When I publifticd the Profpedus of the 
Porcupine, I fent it to fcYeral papers fof ^nfertion; 
amongft the reft, to ihc Morning Chronicle^ from thq 
Office of which I receive^ it bj^ck the next day, ac-, 
companicd with information, that Mr. Perrv wouI^ 
not fufFer it to be infertcd unleft I WQuld leave out 
a certain part, which he had marked with his pen. 
The exceptionable, part was that, wherein I fpeak of 
the fatal effe£fs ^/'jiebellion against Monarchy, 
and of the degrctdifig confequences of republicanism. 
This fad: ftrongly corroborates the prefumption, that 
^e advertifement of the pamphlet was excluded only 
5 becayfe 
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becaufe it notified theappearancc of fomcthing,which 
was intended to prove ** the injurious afiddeiqfing cetu 
'* fequences.of Refiuhlican Government and fVriiten CoH* 
^^ ftituticns.'' 

The conduft of this p?iltry Printer I Ihould have 
treated with fileat contennpt, were it not a clear in- 
dication of the fpirit and partialities of thofe, by 
whom his Publication is fupported. Thefe rneii arc 
wont, on all occafions, to dwell with rapture on 
*' that ineftiinable blefling, the Liberty of the Prefs*^* 
bur, if you attempt to make ufe of that Prefs for 
the purpofe of counterafting the efFe<3:s of their falfe- 
]ipods and mifreprefentations, fhey inftantly have 
recourfe to what they regard as the moft effeiflual 
means of vcngearjce, or of fuppreflion, This has 
been uniformly their coAdudl, from the reign of 
Charles I. to the prefent hour. 

Ofioya/ty, too, they are ever full of profeflions ; but, 
if you inculcate veneration and love for the King, and 
a cheerful obedience to his commands ; if you endea- 
vour to ihow \^e fuperior excellence of Monarchical 
Government, to expofe the vices of Republicanifm, 
pr to excite a horror of the crime of rebellion ; then 
you perceive, that all their loyal profeflions are but 
a mere palliative of their difloyalty, extorted from . 
them by the known, and as yet unperverted, fenfe 
and difpofition of the people at large: 

Many and foolilh enough are the paragraphs^ 
pamphlets, books, and harangues, in which I have 
feen high wrought eulogiums on the Republican 
Governrhents of the American States. I have been 
in that political paradife. 1 have not galloped over 
jhc furtace, like Weld; nor have 1, like Brissot, 
been led from one parterre to another by an offici- 
pus philanthropift. I have djved into the: earth, I 
have examined thp foil, ftratum by ftratum, 1 have 
graced the divers plants from the lowed fibre to the 
4:opmoft leaf, 1 have feen them bloffom and bear, 
^fid 1 have tafted the fruit. 1 have witrteffcd " the 

^* injurious 
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** injurious ftnd dehafing confe^|iK?nces of R^pablicdil 
** Government and Written Confiituttons," and, in 
the pamphUr^ which the Morning Chronicle refufes 
to advertife, I have cledrly expofed fome few of 
then) ro the wtorld, 

1 am aware of the pre jucfices I have to ericouriter; 
I can fee the pidliire of WASHiNOTcrw ttaring this 
infutted ti^pion in the face, from the window of 
qvfery printicUet in Ldndon, and from the walls of 
not a ic^ of thofe, whom ohe might hope to fee 
Feady to trample rebellion under foot ; I know that 
fuccefs on one fide, and mercantile avarice on the 
Gather, have covered the fouleft of crimes with the 
feireft of veils; af)d I am fully aware, that there are 
many men in this kingdom, who^ though now firm 
friertds to the Monarchy and the King, never wifli 
to hear a Icflbn drawn from -the woeful experience 
of America, left it ibould reiiiind the world of the 
ioelifh part which they adted in the rupture that 
gave her her fatal independence; but not any, nor 
all, of thcfe confid^iations will deter me from the 
purfuit of that objed^, which I have long had in ^ 
view, and in the accompliihmeiit of which, if I 
fhouU be fo happy as to fucceed^ I ffaall think 
ai life of labour amply rewarded. Neither coldnefs^ 
neglc<5t, reproach, nor perfccution, will difiiearten 
mc. — 1 ftiall never want the will to proceed, and 
induftry Md ceconomy will fumifh me with the 
ineans. — My progrefs will be flow, but it will be 
fur€.-;-By continual dropping water will wear away 
the hardeft marble ; and who has not heard that th^ 
patient nibblings of the moufe once releafed the royal 
lyoa from bis toils? 

. WM. COBBETT. 

Pall Mali, ^otb April, 1 8oi . 



Pnntcd by T. Kickabt, Pcterborovsh-coart, fket*«irect« 
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